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CHAP. I. 



Entrance into Swedifli Finland. — Louifa, — 
Helfingfors. — Abo. — Journey in Jlcdges over 
^art of the frozen furface of the Gulf of 
Bothnia. — Ifie of Aland. — leafage by fea 
to the coajl of Swedea. — Journey to Stock- 
holm. 

THE limits of Ruffia and Sweden, as 
fettled by the peace of Abo, are formed 
by the river Kymen, on the fouth fide where- 
of was a Wooden houfe, a rampart of earth, 
and a fmall battery. Being admitted through 
•a wooden barrier, guarded by a Ruffian fol- 
dier, we crofled a bridge to a fmall ifland, 
pafTed another bridge over a ftream which was 
a branch of the Kymen; and went through 
a fecond barrier, at which ftood a Swedifh 
centinel. In quitting the Ruffian dominions, 
jH&ur baggage was ilightly fearched; and in 
t enliring Swedilli Finland, the fame ceremony 
w4 jttrformed by^the cuftom-houfe officers 
1m B 2 of 



4 TRAVELS INTO SWEDEN. B. 7. 

©f that diftriA. Clofe to the frontiers, we 
changed horfes at Lilla-Abborfors j and in 
lefs than an hour arrived at Louifa. 

Soon after our departure from Wiburgh, 
the weather changed from very nezr a thaw 
to a fevere frofl ; the mercury in the thermo- 
meter fmking to 22 below freezing point. This 
fudden alteration in the ftate of the atmo- 
fphere was in no wife difagreeable : the warmth 
of our clothing enabled us to defy the moft 
intenfe froft ; nor had I once occafion to ufe 
all the coverings with which I had the pre- 
caution to provide myfelf. The face was the 
only part which I found didicult to fecure 
againll the attacks of the cold, and more par- 
/ ticularly at night, when I was incHned to 
fleep. In that ftate I generally covered my 
cheeks and forehead with the flaps of my vel- 
vet cap, leaving only my nofe and mouth free 
for refpiration j and over them I fometimes 
held my mulf, or placed my handkerchief ; 
which was attended with this inconvenience : 
as the breath inftantly congealed, the parts 
of the nuift or handkerchief, in contad: with 
my mouth, became in a fliort time fo clotted|. 
with icicles, that I was obliged repeatedly to 
change their pofition, in order to prevent an 
accumulation of the frozen'' particles. 

^Ibuira 

I 
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Louifa is an open town upon a bay of the 
Gulf of Finland ; and is guarded towards the Tea 
by a fmall fortrefs. The houfes are all of wood, 
and of two ftories ; they are painted with a red 
colour, and look much neater than thofe of tlie 
common towns and villages in Ruflia. Soon 
after our arrival we waited upon the governor 
to obtain an order for poft horfes, and to pro- 
cure information with refpedl to our intended 
route to Stockholm. In fummer, travellers, 
in pafling from Peteriburgh to the capital of 
Sweden, commonly go by land to Abo : there 
they take (hip, and, fteering through the nu- 
merous iflands which rife in that part of the 
Gulf of Bothnia to the eaftern fhore of Aland, 
they crofs that ifland to its wellern coaft; 
where they again embark, and proceed di- 
redtly through a more open fea to Sweden. 
In winter, the paffage acrofs the Gulf is not 
always practicable ; for the channels between 
the numberlefs iflands are moftly frozen, fo 
as not to admit veffels, yet feldom fufficiently 
{irong to fupport carriages ; and, when that 
happens, the remaining part of the open gulf, 
from Aland to the coaft of Sweden, which is 
not fprinkled with iflands, is generally fo em- 
barrafled with floating mafles of ice, as to 
render the navigation extremely dangerous. 

B 3 The 
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The ufiial way, therefore, in winter, and which 
we intended to have purfued, lies round the 
Gulf of Bothnia through Torneo. We had 
anticipated the fatisfa<ftion we fhould receive 
from pafllng a few days at a place rendered 
remarkable for the meafurement of a degree 
by the celebrated Maupertuis y from making 
an excurfion into Lapland beyond the Ardlic 
Circle ; from obferving the manners and cuf- 
toms of the natives ; and from riding in fledgej 
drawn by rein-deer. But, alas ! our curiofity 
was deftined not to be gratified. Upon con- 
fulting the governor of Louifa, he informed 
us, that the feafon was too far advanced to 
proceed into Lapland ; for if a general thaw 
fliould take place, which feemed very likely 
to happen, we fliould not be able to continue 
our route in fledges j and as we could not 
procure any carriages with wheels to convey 
us to Stockholm, we Ihould be obliged to 
proceed by fea, which in tlie fpring of the 
year is a very dangerous and uncertain navi- 
gation. He added alfo, that the pafl'age acrofs 
the Gulf of Bothnia was at this time fortu- 
nately pratflicable ; as the channels between the 
fmall iflands were fufiicicntly frozen to bear 
fledges, and the other part of the Gulf was not 
obfl:radlcd with floating mafTes of ice. And 
7 when 
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when the governor perceived that, notwith- 
flanding the favourable opportunity of croffing 
the Gulf of Bothnia, and the dangers which 
would neceflarily attend our journey by land, 
we feemed eager to purfue our expedition to 
Lapland, he preffed his advice witli the mofl 
forcible realbns ; and would not defift until 
he had even extorted a promife that we would 
proceed diredly to Abo. The gentleman to 
whom we were indebted for this friendly re- 
monftrance, was a fenfible well-informed old 
man, of Scotch extradion i and had ferved 
during feveral years in France in the Royal 
Swediili regiment. During a long converfa- 
tion which we held with him, You have 
probably," he faid, conceived a bad opi- 
nion of Finland, from the regions which 
" you have already traverfed, which are the 
ny)fl defolate parts of the province ; but I 
^iffure you, that a few miles from the fea- 
coalt it is a very agreeable country, fertile 
in pafturc, rye, oatjs, and barley. From the 
" abundance of rivers and lakes, fome of 
which are of confiderable length, an inland 
navigation might eafily be formed at little 
" expence, and lacilitate a communication 
between the different diflrids." 

B 4 Feb. 
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Feb. 9. In purfuance of his advice, inftead 
of continuing our route towards Lapland, wc 
made our way to Abo. We fet off at eight 
in the evening, and were lighted during the 
whole night by a beautiful Jurora Borealis : 
the thermometer was fcarcely below freez- 
ing point. Our road lay near the fhore of 
the Gulf of Bothnia, through a hilly, rocky, 
and woody country. I obferved the ground 
thickly ftrewed with detached malles of gra- 
nite, as if broken by fome violent convulfion. 
We frequently faw large flights of groufe, 
black cocks, and ptarmigans. In thefe parts 
the large fpecies of groufe, called the cock 
of the wood, a bird almoft equal in fize to a 
fmall turkey, is not uncommon ; the moor-i 
fowl and ptarmigans are very plentiful ; but 
the black game is fo abundant, that we fel- 
dom fat down to dinner, even at the com- 
moneft inns, without being regaled with a 
brace of thofe delicious birds. Having pafled 
fcveral large lakes, with which the country 
abounds, and crolfed the frozen furface of 
a bay of the Gulf of Finland, we arrived on 
tjie enfuing morning at Helfmgfors, which 
ftands in a very romantic fituation, upon a 
riling fhore, near feveral rocks and huge frag- 
ments of granite. 

Agreeably 
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Agreeably to an invitation from the go- 
vernor of Helfingfors, to whom we applied 
for further information refpedling our palTage 
acrofs the Gulf of Bothnia, we repaired in the 
evening to a ball : the gentlemen and ladies 
all wore the new Swedi(h drefs * ; and amufed 
themfelves chiefly with minuets and Englifh 
country-dances. The company were very 
polite and attentive to us> and feveral accofted 
us in French. 

Clofe to Helfingfors is a fmall fort, called 
Ulricaberg, capable of containing 200 men 
and at a little diftance another was eredting, in 
Odlober 1784, named Scatander Tyg, which 
will hold a garrifon of 400 foldiers. 

But one of the moft curious and important 
fortrelTes in the Swediih dominions, and per- 
haps in Northern Europe, is Sveaborg, fituated 
near Helfingfors in Finland. In my former 
tour we were not permitted to vifit this for- 
trefs for want of an order from the court ; but 
we were more fortunate in our fecond journey 
through thefe parts ; his Swedifh majeftyhimfclf 
having condefcendcd to command the prime mi- 
nifter, Count Creutz, to give us an order for 

* See the defcription and engravings of thefe drefles \n 
the next chapter IL 

that 
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that purpofe. In confequence of this pafT- 
port, the governor of the fortrefs fent his boat 
to convey us to the fortrefs, and aid us the 
honour to accompany us himfelf round the 
works, and to point out what was moft re- 
markable. 

About three miles and an half from the 
town of Helfingfors are feverai Imall rocky 
LHands in the Gulf of Finland, which comr 
pcfs the fortrefs of Sveaborg. They have 
been lately fortified, in order to maintain a 
fleet in conftant readinefs to fail, and to 
contain a garrilbn in cafe Finland ihould be 
invaded. 

The illands, which compofe this fortrefs, 
are fcven in number, and all lie within the 
circumference of four miles, in the following 
direction : i . Long-on, or Long Ifland, lies 
S. W. and is the ncarell to HeUingfors j it is 
600 feet in length, and 300 in breadth. 2* 
Waiter 8wart-on, or Weil Black Illand, S. E* 
of Long-on ; 1,400 feet in length, and 800 in 
breadth. 3.. Lilla Swart-on, or Little Black 
Ifland, Eaft of Waiter Swart ; 800 feet fquaie. 
4. Oiler Swart-on, or Eaft Black liiand, Eaft 
of Lilla Swart; 3,000 feet in length, and 
1,600 in breadth. 5. Warg-iin, or Wolfs 
Ifland, lying in the center between Walter 

and 
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and Lilla Swartz-on ; 2,400 feet in length, 
and 2,000 in breadth. It is the principal 
illand, and contains the governor's hoiife. 6. 
Guftafs Ward, or the Arms of Guftavus, 
S. E. of Warg-on ; 1,600 feet in length, and 
1,200 in breadth. 7. Skantz Landet, or 
Land-fortrefs, South of Guftaf s Ward, an 
ifland as big as both Warg-on and Ofter 
Swart-on, but of which only 600 feet are to 
be fortified. 

The projedl of furrounding thefe iflands 
with fortifications was formed by General 
Ehrenfv/ald, and the work was begun in 1748. 

750,000 have been already expended, and 
to complete the remainder will require above 
jT. 500,000. 

It is computed, that the whole might be 
ft^nifhed in about fix years, if fufficient mov^y 
could be obtained for that purpofe ; but ac- 
cording to the flow manner in which the work 
is now carrying on, a centuiy muft elapfe be- 
fore its completion. 

The works are really ftupendous and worthy 
of the ancient Romans. The walls of the 
fortifications are chiefly of hewn granite, co- 
vered with earth, and are from fix to ten feet 
thick, and in a few places not lefs than 48 in 
height. The batteries, which begin upon a 

level 
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level with the water, and rife in tiers one above 
the other in all dire<5lions, commanding the 
only channel through which large veffels can 
fail to Hellingfors, render the pafTage of the 
enemy's fleet extremely dangerous, if not iin~ 
pradicable. 

In Warg- on is a dry. dock, which is capa- 
ble of containing ten frigates. It is hollowed 
in the folid rock, is 800 feet long, 200 broad, 
and about fourteen deep. It is divided into 
three equal parts by two brick walls, which 
run lengthways ; each part contains four fri- 
gates, and may be clofed with fluice-gates, fo 
that each velTcl lies feparately from the others. 
The whole is covered with a wooden pent- 
houfe roof, in order to preferve the frigates 
from the rain. When I was there this bafon 
contained eleven frigates, which, in cafe of 
war, would be removed by lettin^g in the 
water, and opening the fluice-gates. 

At one extremity of this dock is a fmall 
bafon 200 feet fquare, clofed at each end with 
fluice-gates, which ferves for the entrance and 
exit of the frigates, and likewHe for repairing 
or building fliips. At the other extremity 
another bafon was quite finillied of the fame 
dimcnfions with the former, for a man of war. 
This bafon may likewife ferve for the pafl!age 

8 of 
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of the frigates, whenever the other is employed 
in repairing or building (hips. The maga- 
zines for the fhips ftores and artillery are 
built clofe to the edge of the water, which is 
of fufficient depth to admit each veflel to lie 
clofe to the quay, and be equipped without 
farther trouble- 
There is an excellent port for 70 fliips of 
the line, and a fmall harbour no lefs fecure for 
ten frigates. 

The garrifon, in the month of Odlober 
1784, confifted of 350 foldiers and 600 ma- 
rines ; but when the whole fortifications are 
completed, will require I2;000 men. 

For the purpofe of building fliips at Svea- 
borg, the Swedes procure the oak from Goth- 
land, part of the flax from Finland, hemp and 
marts from Riga. Such, in Odlober 1784, 
was the ftate of the fortifications of Sveaborg ; 
a fortrefs, which, even in its prefent unfiniflied 
ftate, will be capable of harraifing the Ruflians 
in cafe of a war, and which, if ever it fhould 
be completed, may juftly be called the Gibral- 
tar of the north. 

Feb. II. We quitted Helfingfors on the 
morning, and arrived at Abo, which is diftant 
about 150 miles, on the evening of the 12th, 
through a trad: of country that feemcd better 
peopled than the other parts of Finland which 

we 
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we had hitherto traverled ; and which was 
diverlified with a beautiful mixture of hill and 
dale. 

Abo, the capital of Swedifli Finland, called 
by the Fins Xurcu^ lies upon the point where 
the Gulfs of Bothnia and Finland unite : it is 
lingularly fituatcd, partly on a ridge of preci- 
pitous rocks, and partly in a fmall plain, on 
the banks of the fmall river Aura. A craggy 
eminence, over-hanging the town, commands 
a curious view of the caiUe, the Gulf of Fin- 
land, interfperfed with numerous rocky iilands, 
and the wild and barren environs. The town, 
which is not ill built, contains feveral brick 
houfes, but the generality ate of wood painted 
red. The inhabitants export linen, corn, 
planks, and iron. 

We had fcarcely 'arrived, when the burgo- 
mafler of the town obligingly waited upon us; 
and on the following morning conduced us to 
the univerfity, which was founded in 1640 by. 
Chriftina, and endowed with the fame privi- 
leges as th:U of Upfala. There are fifteen 
profclTors, and about 300 ftudents. The li- 
brary contains near 10,000 volumes, a cata- 
logue of which was printed in 1655, and a 
fecond edition in 1685 *. The books were, 

* Arckcnholtz Mciuoiics de Chriftine, To:ii. II. p. 309. 

in 
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in 171 3, removed to Stockholm, when (H^ 
Ruffians obtained pofleffion of the town ; and 
were again reftored to the univerfity upon the 
peace of Nyftadt. There is alfo a fchool^t 
Abo, which was founded by Guftavus AdoW 
phus, for 300 fcholars. 

A botanical garden, founded in 1776 by his 
prefent majefty, contained, in . 1784, fifteen 
hundred exotics, and about the fame number 
of indigenous plants ; a lift of which has beert 
lately given to the public by the prefent pro* 
feffor. 

' 4n the cathedral, a large brick building, 
cbhftruded in 1 300, is the fepulchre of Ca- 
tharine, the favourite miftrefs and wife of 
Eric the Fourteenth, who furvived her unfortu- 
nate lord five-and-thirty years j and died at 
Liuxdal in 1612, in the' 64th year of her 
age ^. 

Near Abo is the caftle or ancient palace, 
formerly the occafional refidence of the Swe- 
difti fovereigns, when they vifited thele parts. 
It ftands upon the mouth of the Aura, and 
where the large ve/Tels, which cannot pafs to 
Abo, lie at anchor. The caftle is a large 
brick building, plaiftered white. On the weft 

* Sec an account of Catharine, Chap, IX. 

fide 
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fidc is a fquarc tower, looking towards the 
Qu\{ of Bothnia ; in an apartment of which 
Eric the Fourteenth was for fome time im- 
prifoned. This palace has been lately con- 
verted into a diftillery for fpirituous liquors. 

Feb. 13. About 40 miles from Abo wc 
arrived upon the Gulf of Bothnia and pafTed 
over the frozen furface along a track marked 
with two rows of fmall trees and boughs placed 
upright in the ice as a dire<5Uon for travellers ; 
we crofTed occafionally feveral fmall iflands 
and rocks, feparated from each other by ilraits 
from fifty yards to four or five miles in breadth. 
At midnight we flopped upon the ifland Va- 
rifala till break of day; as well from the 
dread of large holes in the ice which render 
travelling by night extremely hazardous; 
becaufe our danger would have been ex- 
treme, if we had wandered from the path, 
and been lofl upon the wide expanfe of ice ; 
which had nearly happened to colonel Floyd, 
as he thus dcfcribes in his journal. " A 
cowardly driver overturned me into the 
*' fnow, but the fall was gentle. Night came 
" on, at firfl very much overcafl, but after- 
*' wards illuminated by an Aurora Borea/is, 
** which was, however, not in ftreaks like 
** thofe ufually in England, but a continued 

" glare 
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" glare of red light. We arrived at length 
** upon the Gulf, crofled a fheet of ice many 
** miles in length, and feme fmall rocky 
** iflands, upon one of which my driver fud- 
" denly turned into the yard of a peafant's 
" cottage, and flopped. I foon perceived that 
** he had loft his way : inquiry being in vain 
" on my parti as I could not fpeak the lan- 
** guage, I encouraged him by figns to en- 
" deavour to regain the track j he complied, 
" but with fuch ill-humour, that he drove 
** againft a rock, and again overfet me, though 
" fortunately without any bad confequence; 
" he then palTed by a narrow way through Jl 
" wood, and foon arrived at the edge of the 
" ifland. I liftened eagerly for the found of 
" the other fledges, but to no purpofe j then, 
" anxioufly looking around me, I defcried at 
" fome dillance the boughs which mark the 
" road over the ice; and, inftantly pointing 
" it out, we purfued the path, and after feveral 
" miles overtook my companions, determined 
** never again to lofe fight of the laft fledge. In 
" croffing, however, another ifland, the fledge 
" which immediately preceded mine fuddenly 
" flopped : we had again loft the way, but 
" foon recovered it, and joined the party." 
Vol. IV. q Upon 
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Upon Varifala we found a comfortable vil- 
lage i the inhabitants were Fins, and fpokc 
only the Fiiiniih tongue. 

Feb. 1 4. We fet out early : the v/eather wa« 
hazy and unpromifing, and a ftrong breeze be- 
gan to frefhen. The pod. was about 18 miles 
in length : we pafled many fmall iflands and 
rocks } fome covered with underwood, and 
fprinkled with villages; others were nothing 
but bare granite, without a fingle habitation 
or tree. In a fzw places the ice of the Gulf 
was a fmooth flieet } in others it was roughly 
frozen in waves and large maffes. The vaft 
extended plain of ice, broken in, abrupt ridges, 
the boundlefs and dreary track marked only 
by a line of trees and boughs, and the rugged 
rocks l^arting up on ever)' fide, afforded one of 
the moft dcfobte fcenes imaginable. 

We changed horfes at Brando, an ifland 
which contained fix or fevcn villages; a church; 
fome arable land; and fmall woods. About 
three we arrived upon the ifland Kumblinge, 
3^ miles from Varifala ; and as the next pofl 
was above thirty miles j we prudently took 
up our quarters in a peafant's cottage, rathe/ 
than again encounter the hazards of a journey 
by night. The peafants were well clothed; 
the men wore long cloth coats lijicd. with 
§ ilieep- 
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(heep-lkin; the women a ftriped kind o£ 
woollen ftufF, of mixed colours, chiefly green, 
white, and red : they feemed very honeft ; and 
our fervants had no occafion to employ the 
fame vigilance in watching the luggage as 
was requifite in Ruffia The cottages were 
built like thofe in Ruflia, with whole trees 
piled one upon the other, and mortaifed and 
tenanted at each extremity; the timbers of 
feveral were fawed on the outfide in the form, 
of planks. They generally contain two or 
.three apartments, fmall, but neat and clean ; 
have all brick chimnies, and a femicircular 
fire-place high and narrow^ in which the wood 
is placed upright, and by means of birch-bark 
inftantaneoufly kindled. The villagers poflelTed 
many conveniences of life, which we did not 
meet with in Ruflia ; particularly beds, and a 
greater variety of houfehold furniture. 

While our dinner was preparing, we ftrolled 
to a windmill fituated on an eminence j from 
whence we commanded a full view of the 
ifland, which feemed a huge pile of rocks of 
red and grey granite. Near the village we 
obferved three or four fields which had been 
fown with rye, and at a httle diftance a fmall 

^ / * Sec Vol. I. p. 338. 

C 2 wood 
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wood of firs ind birch ; in the other parts 
we could dilcover nothing but juniper and 
mofs. Befide tlie hut in which we were 
lodged, it contained a church and a few fcat- 
tered cottages. The inhabitants of Kumblinge 
fpoke the Swedifh language. The fevere froft 
of the preceding day was fucceeded by a fud- 
den thaw, accompanied with rain and fleet ; 
and in the evening a violent hurricane came 
on ; we heard on all fides the cracking of 
the ice founding like the explofions of thunder, 
and which alarmed us with the dread of be- 
ing detained in fo dreary a fpot : for if, as we 
had reafon to apprehend, the ice had been 
broken up, it could not have been palled in 
fledges; and a continuance of the thaw for 
a fortnight at leaft would have been r(^ui- 
fite, before any communication by water could 
have been formed with the continent or nei^h- 
bouring iflands. The wind increaflng to a 
moft violent degree towards midnight, and the 
noife from the burlVing of the ice redoubling, 
we imagined that a confiderable delay was 
unavoidable j and began to inquire whether 
the inliabitants were fnrnilhed with futficient 
proviUons to fupply our wants and their own. 
We were happy to find that four cows,, a 
few hogs, and poultry, and a large llore of 

hard 
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hard bread, which they bake twice in the 
year, were more than fufficient to remove all 
apprehenfions of famine during a much longer 
period than we were likely to remain upon 
the ifland. Fortunately, however, we did not 
put thefe refources to the trial : towards 
morning the wind fubfided, and the rents 
in the ice not appearing dangerous, we were 
able to continue our route at fun-rife. Iff 
was a moft delightful day ; in the mornirfg 
the mercury in the thermometer ftood at two 
degrees above freezing point, and at noon rofe 
to five ; the fun Ihone with fuch brightnefs, 
and the weather was fo clear and warm, that 
we might almoil: have imagined it to have 
been fummer, if we had not been undeceived 
by the frozen mafs around us, On the pre- 
ceding day the whole fcenery was uniformly 
enveloped with fnow, which having been 
melted, the furface of the Gulf became a pure 
expanfe of ice : the diftance to the next poft 
was about 35 miles, and much lefs diverfified 
with illands than the parts which we had 
paffed previous to our arrival at Kumblinge. 
In one place we traverfed a level flieet of 
ice, at leaft ten miles in length,^ unbroken 
with a fingle rock or iHand j but as the late 
ftorm had produced feveral apertures, and as 

C 3 the 



21 TRAVtLS INTO SWEDEN. B. 7. 

the thaw greatly increafed, we went on with 
caution j and were preceded by a guide, who 
carried a hatchet and plumbing iron; with 
the former he occafionally cut the ice, and 
with the latter he meafured its thicknefs 1 in 
order to afcertain whether it was fufficiently 
ftrong to fupport our fledges. In fome places 
he made a confiderable circuit to avoid an 
aperture j often called out to the drivers to 
keep at fome diflance from each other; and 
repeatedly warned them to follow the precife 
track which he purfued. In this manner he 
conduced us in about eight hours, and with- 
out the leaft accident, to the ifle of Aland. 

Aland, which gives to this clufter of iflands 
the general appellation of the Ifles of Aland, 
is about 40 miles in length, and from 12 to 
1 6 in breadth : it contains about fifteen vil- 
lages, and 9000 inhabitants ; they fpeak the 
Swedish language, but are included in the 
government of Finland, both as to fpiritual 
and temporal affairs. The bafis of the foil 
feemed to be granite, of the fame nature with 
the fhores of Finland, and of the numerous 
iflands which we had lately traverfed ; and 
the v/hole aflfemblage of them looked like a 
ridge of rocks, which had been once joined to 

each 
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each Other and to the continent, but under- 
mined and feparated by the fea. 

We changed horfes at Varyat, Scarpats, 
Harolfby, Enkerby, and Trebenka, between 
Scarpats and Harolfby we defcended into' a 
broader and more cultivated plain than we 
had obferved fince we had quitted Finland: 
it contained arable and pafture land, a lake, 
and a river- In the midft of this plain ftand, 
upon an inlular rock of red granite, the ruins 
of an antient palace, called Caftelholm, which, 
as it is remarkable in the hiftory of Sweden, 
we flopped to examine. It commands a plead- 
ing, though bounded profpedl of two fmall 
lakes, whofe banks rife into gentle eminences 
fkirted with wood. The caftle is partly built 
with red granite of a very beautiful eolour 
and grain, and partly with brick. To this 
folitary rock, Eric XIV. fon and fuccelTor of 
Guftavus Vafa, was, in 1571, confined by 
his brother John III. The dungeon, in which 
he was imprifoned, ftill bears the name of the 
apartment of Eric. In order to gain accefs to 
it, we crawled through an arch upon our 
hands and knees, on account of the heaps of 
ftones and bricks which obftrudted the paf-- 
fage : we then came into the fliell of a large 
apartment, from whence we entered a fmall 

C 4 room ; 
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room ; and having afcended a ladder of nine 
or ten fteps, many of which were broken, 
and which from its antiquity was probably 
the very ladder that exilled in the days of the 
royal prifoner, we pafled through a trap-door 
into the apartment of Eric. It is about 20 
feet long and 1 1 broad ; low and vaulted } 
and has only one fmall opening to admit the 
light, which is fcarcely more than two inches 
in breadth. I fhall have occafion in another 
place to mention the fufFerings and cata-j 
ftrophe of this very unfortunate fovereign. 

Having gratified our curiofity at Caftel- 
holm, we continued our route during the night : 
the fnow being all melted by the thaw, our 
journey was tedious and difagreeable j our 
lledges were flowly dragged over the rocky 
znd fandy roads ; fo that we did not, before 
five in the morning, reach the place of em- 
barkation upon the weftern Ihore of the ifland. 
The wind blowing diredtly contrary, we took 
up our lodging at the poft-houfe, and re- 
tired reluctantly to reft; but were awakened 
about ten, with the agreeable news that it 
was fhifted, and that we might be able to 
crofs the Gulf. The only decked vellel which 
this place afforded being ice-bound, we had 
no other rcfource but two open boats, manned 

with 
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with a pilot, five or fix fifhermen, and about 
ten peafants j but, as the weather was fine, we 
ordered our baggage on board, and embarked 
at mid'day. The diftance to the oppofite coaft 
is 40 miles. The firft part of this paflage was 
interfperfed with feveral fmall rocky iflands, 
one of which appeared inhabited} but from 
the extremity of the laft ifland, which is about 
36 miles from the continent of Sweden, the 
fea is entirely open. From that point we had 
a fine breeze, which carried us at the rate of 
fpven knots in the hour ; and we were within 
fix miles of the coaft about fjn-fet, with the 
profpeft of a fpeedy difembarkation j but foon 
afterwards the breeze flackened, and was foU 
lowed by a calm, which laftcd about half an 
hour; when the wind rofe in the oppofite 
quarter, and blew diredly from fhore. In this 
fituation the night overtook usj the gale 
^relhened; the fea ran high; the coaft was 
rocky and full of breakers ; our vellcl a crazy 
open fifhing boat ; and the greateft part of 
our crew wholly unexperienced. We in vain 
endeavoured by tacking and rowing to reach 
the ftiore ; and we began to be ferioully alarm- 
ed, left we ftiould not be able to weather the 
Aorm : in this ftate of anxiety we continued un- 
'^il midnight, the gale hourly increafing ; when 

at 
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at length by a fortunate tack and inceflant 
rowing, we got under the lee of a high coaft : 
we inftantly hauled down the fails, and rowed 
for a confiderable time, though Hill without 
being able, on account of the breakers, to 
find a proper place for landing. " After feveral- 
ffuitlefs attempts, we at laft drove the boat 
upon Hiore ; and difcmbarking, after much 
pains, upon a fhelving hill of ice, we crawled 
upon our hands and knees 5 and gained the 
land, ^though with' hiuch difficulty. We here 
cfcaped a danger, which at the tirfie we did 
not apprehend ; aS we were afterwards in- 
formed that thefe fhelves of ice are frequently 
full of large holes, into which had we fallen 
we muft inevitably have periHied. Having 
providentially efcaped thefe and other perils, 
we procured a guide from an adjacent cot- 
tage J and proceeded to Griflehamn, about the 
diftance of three miles. We walked through 
woody and rugged ways, half melted ice, fome- 
times above our ancles in water, repeatedly 
falling .down, but exceedingly happy that we 
were upon land : for we heard the wind blow- 
ing very bolfleroufly, and the breakers roaring 
with increafing violence. About three in the 
morning we arrived at the inn ; and at five, 
the other bark, containing our fervants and 

baggage. 



C. !• JOURNEY TO STOCKHOLM. 27 



baggage, landed with ftill greater difficulty 
than we had experienced, and after having* 
narrowly efcaped being wrecked upon the 
rocks : the failors were fo terrified that they 
cried j and our courier was incelTantly em- 
ployed in crofling himfelf, and exclaiming, 

Domine^ non fum dignus moriy Lord, I am 

not worthy to die 

Feb. 

♦ The numerous ftioals and rocky illands render th'^ 
paflage extremely dangerous at all feafons of the year, 
whenever the wind is high or the fea rough ; and this dan- 
ger is increafed by the unfkilfulnefs of the failors, and tlie 
frail condition of the open boats employed on thefe occa- 
fions. In my fecond expedition into the north, in 1784^ 
I pafled from Griflehamn to Abo, and was again expofed td 
fome difficulties. 

October 16. We embarked at Griflehamn at fix in the 
morning, and a favourable breeze carried us in lefs than 
three hours and a half to the fmall ifle of Eckeru, diftant 
about 36 miles from the coaft of Sweden. From Eckerii 
we ferried over the bay of Markfund to Fredenby, on the 
ifle of Aland, and croflTed that ifland to Bomad'und^ a fmall. 
village at its eaftern extremity. From that place there are 
two paflages to Abo ; the one is to ferry over the feveral 
ftraits and firths to Kumblinge, Brando, and feveral other 
fmall iflands, to the continent of Finland, about fix miles 
from Abo ; the other is to proceed the whole way by fea 
from Bomerfund to Abo. As the removal of our carriage 
from the feveral boats at the numerous ferries would have 
been attended with unavoidable delays in the former paf- 
fage, we preferred the latter, and accordingly hired two 
Dpeni boats to convey us diredly to Abo. 
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Feb. 1 8. As the fnow had totally difap- 
peared, the dragging of our Hedges over the 
bare ground was a work of fuch difficulty and 

labour ; 

The next morning we embarked at feven, and were ex- 
peditioufly carried forwards by a fide breeze. But as the 
wind blew fre(h, and the fea ran high, a Swedifli gentle- 
man, whom we had accidentally met at Griflehamn, and 
who had defired to accompany us to Abo, was fuddenly 
alarmed ; and communicating his fears to the boatmen, 
prevailed upon them to land upon Long Ifland, about four 
miles from Bomerfund. Here they continued three hours 
upon the beach, refilling all our importunities and offers to 
induce them to proceed. The wind at length fomewhat 
abating, they were prevailed upon to fet fail ; but in a fhort 
time the failors (if they deferve that appellation) were fooa 
again ferioufly alarmed, and their panic was ft ill farther in- 
creafcd by the terrors of the Swedifti gentleman, who, like 
Gonzalo in the Tempcft, " would have given a thoufand 
" furlongs of fea for an acre of barren ground, long heath, 

brown furze, or any thing." 

At length, the maft cracking towards the bottom, the 
boatmen took down the fail, and put in at a little ifland, or 
rather rock, where we nil landed. 

It was now two o'clock ; and as the failors declared their 
rcfolution of not venturing again to fea till the wind 
abated, wc had the profpe<St of paffing the night on this 
dreary fpot. We accordingly examined our ftation. It 
was a fmall rocky illand of red granite, about a quarter of 
a mile in circumference, yielding a few blades of ruflTet- 
prafs, and twenty or thirty ftubbed trees ; expofed on all 
fides to " the pitilifa winds,*' and fur rounded by inhabitable 
crags Itartin^ up in the midft of the waves* 

Having 
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labour; that, notwithftanding we began odr 
journey about ten in the morning, and tra- 
velled till dufk i we were fcarcely able to 
reach the village of Staby, which was diftant 
only 20 miles from Griflehamn ; although 
half the route lay over large lakes and flooded 
marflies, where we ftill found the ice fuffi- 
ciently ftrong. The experience of this day's 
journey convinced us to what a wretched fitu- 
ation we Ihould have been reduced, if we had 

Having landed our provifions, we made a comfortable 
meal on fome cold ham and chicken, collected fome 
branches, kindled a fire, and felled two trees, in order to 
fupply us with fuel during the cold night we were preparing 
to pafs in fo deferted a fpot. Towards evening, however, 
we fortunately overcanle the obftinacy of the boatmen, 
and prevailed upon them by importunities and money to 
re-embark before it was dufk : but as they were apprehen- 
five of trufting their little bark to the open fea as far as 
Kumblinge, the neareft habitation in the way to Abo, they 
returned to Long Ifland, and landed us about fcven at a neat 
village called Ollerwick, where we found good beds and 
tolerable accommodations, greatly enhanced by comparing 
our fituation with that .of the defert ifland we had recently 
quitted, on which we expected to have pafled a moft com- 
fortlefs night. 

The next morning a gentle but favourable breeze car- 
ried us above feventy miles, through narrow ftraits, between 
numerous iflands, and rocky coafts, wild yet fprinkled with 
trees, to a fmall village on the peninfula of Finland, about 
two miles from Abo, 

purfued 
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purfued our courfe towards Lapland ; and re- 
minded us, how much we were indebted to 
the falutary remonilrances of the governor of 
Louifa. 

We paffed the night at Staby ; and, as wc 
found it impradlicable to proceed any longer 
in fledges, continued our journey the next 
morning in open carts, the only carriages we 
were able to procure. In this manner we 
journeyed to Stockhobn ; where, on account of 
various delays, we did not arrive until the fol- 
lowing evening. 

The diftance from Griflehamn, the place 
of our difembarkation, to Stockholm, is above 
eighty miles j yet the country was fo thinly 
peopled, that we did not pafs through one 
town. The villages were few and fmall, but 
very pi(5lurefque, being moftly fituated upon 
the points of the craggy rocks, and frequently 
overhanging a lake. Many ftraggling cot- 
tages and houfes were pleafantly fcattered 
over the face of the country, which was in 
general hilly, rocky, and covered with forefts, 
corn, and pafture. After the dreary fcenes 
which wc had long been accuftomcd to, the 
herbage, juil recovered from the fnow under 
which it had been buried during the whole 
winter, was a grateful objcdt j and it was re- 
markable. 
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markable, that both the grafs and blades of 
young corn had con traded a yellowifh hue, 
and appeared as if they had been parched by 
a burning fun. As we approached the ca- 
pital, the country was extremely wild and 
rocky, and ' ftill more thinly inhabited : I 
fcarcely ever obferved a more defolate, yet 
more pifturefque, region thanr the environs 
of Stockholm. We entered that city on the 
evening of the 20th of February ; and imme- 
diately di'ove to an inn in the -center of the 
town; where- we met with excellent apart- 
ment&^ and every accommodation we could 
defire, * to alleviate the fatigues of our late 
journey. • 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. n. 

Defcription of Stockholm. — Prejcntation td 
the king. — Court. ^Nenv Swedifh drefs. 
— Public /uppers. — Royal family. — Tombs 
and charaSlers of Magnus Ladiflas, Charles 
Canutfon, Gurtavus Adolphus, Charles XI. 
and 'K.W.-^ Royal Academy of Sciences. — 
Its tranfaBions. — Schools. — Converfation 
ivith a Laplander on the general Jiate of 
Lapland. — Similarity between the Hunga- 
rian /zW Lapland languages. — Drottning- 
\io\m.'^ Additional remarks, 

TH E foundation of Stockholm * is, by 
the heft SwediHi writers, generally at- 
tributed to Birger Jarl, regent of the kingdom* 
about the middle of the 13th century, during 
the minority of his fon Waldemar, who had 
been raifed to the throne by the ftates of the 

* The reader vvlio is fonJ of fuch inquiries, may confulc 
Dalins Gclchichte von Sweden, Vol. II. p. 178, upon the 
derivation of the appellation of Stockholm, where he will 
find how many abfurd etymologies may be given to the 
word Stock. ^ 

kingdom ; 



C. STOCKHOLM. 33 

kingdom ; but it was not before the laft cen- 
tury that the royal refidence v/as transferred 
from Upfala to this city. 

During the courfe of my travels, I have 
feen no town with whofe fituation I was fo 
much ft ruck as with that of Stockholm, for 
its fmgular and romantic fcenery. This capi- 
tal, which is very long and irregular, occu- 
pies, befide two peninfulas, feven fmall rocky 
iflands, fcattered in the Maeler, in the ftfeams 
which ifllie from that lake, and in a bay of the 
Baltic. A variety of contrafted and enchant- 
ing views are formed by numberlefs rocks of 
granite rifmg boldly from the furface of the 
water, partly bare and craggy, partly dotted 
with houfes, or feathered with wood. The 
harbour is an inlet of the Baltic : the water i<s 
of fuch depth that Hiips of the largeft burthen 
can approach the quay, which is of conhder- 
able breadth, and lined with fpacious buildings 
and warehoufes. At the extremity of the har - 
bour feveral ftreets rife one above another in 
the form of an amphitheatre ; and the palace, 
a magnificent building, crowns the fummit. 
Towards the fea, about two or three miles 
from tl)e town, the harbour is contracted into 
a narrow ftrait, and, winding among high 
rocks, difappears from the light ; and the prof- 
VoL. IV. ped 
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pe(ft is terminated by diftant hills, overfpread 
with forefl:. It is far beyond the power of 
words, or of the pencil, to delineate thefe fin- 
giilar views. The central ifland, from which 
the city derives its name, and the Riddarholm, 
are the handfomeft parts of the town. Ex- 
cepting in the fuburbs, where feveral houfes 
are of wood painted red, the generality of the 
buildings are of ftone, or brick lluccoed 
white. The royal palace, which ftands in 
the center of Stockholm, and upon the higheft 
fpot of ground, was begun by Charles XI. : 
it is a large quadrangular ftone edifice ; and 
the ftyle of architecture is both elegant and 
magnificent. The traveller, who is fond of 
the pichirefque in nature, will be charmed with 
many delightful points of view j but with none 
more than tjiat from an eminence in the South 
fuburbs, called the Mount of Mofes. From 
tliis enchanting fpot, the fpedator com- 
mands a bird's-eye view, almoft unparalleled 
in its kind, of the city and its various ifles, of 
the harbour, the channel, and the lake Maeler, 
forming an alTemblance of rocks, houfes, 
wood, Ihips, and water, in all the variety of 
rugged, beautiful, and romantic fcenery. 

Feb. 23. At feven in the evening we ac- 
companied the Englilh minifter, Sir Thomas 

Wroughton, 
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Wroughton, to court, to have the honour of 
being prefented to Guftavus III. All the 
company in the drawing-room, the foreign 
minifters and ourfelves excepted, wore the 
national habit lately introduced into this 
country by his prefent Majefty. The drefs 
of the men refembles the old Spanifh, and 
confifts of a fhort coat, or rather jacket, a 
waiftcoat, a cloak, a hat with a feather a la 
Henry IV. a fafh round the waift, a fword, 
large and full breeches, and.rofes in the fhoes : 
the cloak is of black cloth edged with red 
fattin ; the coat or jacket, and breeches, are 
alfo black, brnamented with red ftripes and 
buttons; the waiftcoat, the faftj, the pinks 
at the knees, and rofes for the fhoes, are of 
red fattin. The drefs of the ladies is a black 
filk robe with flit fleeves puffed with white 
gauze, coloured fafh and ribbands. This is 
the ufual court apparel. On folemn feftivals 
the men wear white or blue cloth or fattin, 
lined and ftriped with red lattin j the women 
white filk or fattin, with coloured ribbands 
and fafh. The men, who have not been pre- 
fented at court, are drelTcd almoft entirely in 
black, without any red lining and ornaments j 
and the women of the fame defcription muft 
not appear with the white gauze fleeves. In 

D 2 other 
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Other refpcifls, their attire is fimikr to that juft 
delcribed. 

About half pall leven, the king and queen 
entered the drawing-room, both in the na- 
tional habit. His majefty pafled gradually 
from one end of the apartment to the other j 
addrefled himfclf to different perfons with great 
vivacit)'j and faluted, according to the eti- 
quette of the court, every fenator's lady. 
Being prefented to the king and queen, his 
majefty did us the honour to converfc with 
each of us for a confiderable time, with great 
condefcenfion and affability. At the con- 
clufion of this ceremony they withdrew into 
an adjacent apartment, and were followed by 
great part of ^ company. The king played 
at trente et quarante with about twenty per- 
fons; and the queen fit down to ombre. 
About nine, their majelHes quitted play, and, 
repairing to anotlicr apartment, fuppcd in 
public : the princefs Sophia Albcrtina was 
the only perfon who lut down to table with 
thcni, that honour being on thefe occafions 
confined to the royal family. Oppofite to their 
majefties, at a fmall dillance from the lower 
end of the table, were ranges of taboarets or 
flools for fjnators' and amballadors' wives, no 
other ladies being permitted to fit, fo that none 

below 
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below thofe ranks ever make their appearance 
at thefe entertainments. 

The ftrideft adherence to form is obferved 
in this court : while many fovereigns of 
Europe are endeavouring to retrench the 
ceremonies attendant on royalty, Gufcavus III. 
has introduced a degree of pomp and etiquette 
fimilar to that ufed at Verfaillcs, and hitherto 
unknown in this country. The king appears 
to polTefs too enlarged an undcrftanding to be, 
in this inftance, a fervile imitator of the 
French : it is therefore more probable, that 
his motive for this conduift is in fome mea- 
fiare political ; as the increafe of royal prero- 
gative may have rendered it expedient to 
throw an additional fplendour round the ma- 
jefty of the throne. During^upper the king 
talked almoft incelTantly with the Swedifli 
nobility, and the foreign minifters and gentle- 
men who flood near his perfon. 

On the following Tuefday, at the fam^ 
ceremony of a drawing-room and a public 
flipper, his majefty did me the honour to 
converfe with me above half an hour upon 
various points of the Swedifh hiftory. Pie 
delighted me with many lively remarks and 
judicious reflexions upon the different cha- 
racters of the kings of Sweden : and particu- 

D 3 larly 
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larly expatiated v/ith rapture upon the emi- 
nent qualities of Guftavus Vafi and Guftavus 
Adolphus, who fccmed the favourite objects 
of his admiration. Among other topics he 
nicntioned the propofil made by Eric XIV. 
to efpoufe our Elizabeth, and the fplendid 
embaffy of that monarch's brother John to 
London, for the purpofe of demanding her in 
marriage ; adding, that this tranfadion had 
efcaped ^he notice of many of the Enghfli 
hiftorians; and that even Hume, who in 
general pays greater attention to foreign af- 
fairs, had touched on it only in a very curfory 
manner: he concluded by obferving, that 
Celfius, in his excellent Life of Eric XIV *, 
had given a vety curious and circumftantial 
account of John's embafly, and of the whole 
correfpondence between Eric and Elizabeth. 

As cur ftay at Stockholm was very fliort, 
I had no further opportunity of enjoying 
tliofe agreeable and inftmdlivc couverfations 
with which I might have been indulged by 
his majefty's uncommon condefcenfion. Guf- 
tavus III. was born on the 24th of January, 

* The original of this excellent work is written in 
Swcdilh ; there is a French tranllation which I read with 
great pleafurc, particularly the part to which the king al- 
luded. Sec KillQire d'Eiic XIV. par Olof Celfius. 

1746; 
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17^6 ; -'n 1771 afcended the throne upon the 
demife of his father Adolphus Frederic j and 
in t^e courfe of the following year efFedted 
th» revolution which confiderably extended 
.<ne regal authority. By his queen, Sophia 
Magdalena, daughter of Frederic V. late king 
of Denmark, he has iflue Guftavus Adolphus, 
prince royal of Sweden, and Charles Guftavus, 
fince deceafed. The other members of the 
royal family are his majefty's brothers, prince 
Charles duke of Sundermanland, who efpoufed 
Hedwige princefs of Lubec, prince Frederic 
Adolphus duke of Eafl- Gothland, and a fifter, 
the princefs Sophia Albertina. 

The queen dowager, to whom we had the 
honour of being prefented at her palace of 
Frederickfhof, and who is fince dead, was 
Louifa Ulrica, filler to the king of Pruflia a 
princefs who refembled her brother, as wel^ 
in the features of her countenance, as in thofe 
eminent abilities which charaderize the houfe 
of Brandenburgh. An unfortunate mifunder- 
flanding had for fome time taken place be- 
tween her and his Swedish majefty: it was 
chiefly occafioned by the ambitious views of 
the queen dowager, who, accuftomed to rule 
the cabinet with abfolute authority in the 
reign of her hulband, expeded to retain the 

D 4 fame 
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fame influence during that of her fon : bun as' 
the monarch, who had emancipated hi^ftlf 
from the fhackles of an ariftocracy, had too 
much fpirit to be governed by a woman j tt*» 
difappointment of her views drew from her\ 
frequent expoftulations and bitter remonftran- 
ces ; which, joined to circumftances of too 
delicate a nature to be publicly mentioned, 
teiTfiinated at length in an open rupture. 
Her majefty died at Stockholm in the month 
of July, 1782. 

Agreeably to my ufual attention to tombs 
and monuments, I did not omit paying a vifit 
to the fepulchres of the kings of Sweden, 
whofe remains are interred in the church of 
Riddarholm. The firft of thefe monarchs 
it Magnus Ladulas, fon of Birger Jarl, who, 
having forced his brother to abdicate, afcended 
tlie throne of Sweden in 1274, and died in 
1 290, with the chara<51:er of a wile and pru- 
dent monarch ; although he entailed upon his 
kingdom a long feries of civil feuds and com- 
motions, by dividing it into different fiefs, 
and bellowing them upon his three fons. 
His afhcs are covered by a tomb of ftone, 
whicli ftands before the altar j and near it is 
the fepulchre of Charles Canutfon, who was 
eledted king when the Swedes firft broke the 

union 
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union of Calmar. In his conteft for the 
crown he found fuch powerful rivals in the 
kings of Denmark, that, from the time of 
his firft afcending the throne to his death, 
Sweden was rent into two violent parties, 
which, as they alternately prevailed, Charles 
was one moment a king, and the next an 
€xile ; and his depofitions and rcflorations 
were fo frequent, that it remains to be 
queftioned, whether, during the aera of his 
- reign, he was not oftener a titular, than a 
real fovereign. He was, however, in full 
polleffion of the regal authority, when he died 
^t Stockhohii in 1470 ^. 

The next fovereign, though after a long 
interval, whofe reniains are depofited in this 
church, is Guftavus Adolphus, whofe emi- 
nent civil and military virtues raifed Sweden 
to the higheft degree of renown ; and who 
was one of thofe few princes that never en- 
gaged in war but upon the jufteft grounds. 
The greateft commander of an age, which 
abounded in great generals, he ftood up an 
advocate for liberty and toleration, againft 

* The fucceeding fovereigns of the Houfe of Vaf^i, 
excepting Charles IX, are interred at Upfala. See 
Chapter VL 

tyranny, 
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tyranny, perfecution, and bigotry; and laid 
the firll: foundation of that equal balance of 
power, which was afterwards fettled by the 
peace of V/eftphalia. In 1632 he finilhed 
his glorious career at the battle of Lutzen, 
in the 38th. year of his age : being amongft 
the foremoft of the combatants, he received a 
ball in his left arm, but flill kept the field 
till another pierced him through the body. 
Many of the Swedes aflert, and Hill believe, 
that this great monarch was treacheroufly 
killed by the duke of Saxe Lauenburgh, 
' who fought by his fide. Upon examining, 
however, the proofs advanced in favour of 
tliis aflcrtion, they amount merely to vague 
conjedures and uncertain traditions ; and np 
iubllantial evidence has been ever produced 
which might tend to criminate the duke : 
it is more probable, indeed, that a general, 
who was remarkable for his courage, and 
who ralhly expofed his perfon on all oc- 
calions, Ihould receive his death from the 
enemy, than from one of his own alio- 
ciatcs ; unlefs the contrary fliould be ellablilh- 
cd upon the moft undoubted fids. 

A few years ago, prince Henry of Pruflla, 
being at Stockholm, dcfcended into the vault ; 
and opened the cotlin which contains the re- 

niiiins 
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mains of Guftavus. A Swedifli nobleman, 
who accompanied the prince into the Vault, 
alTured me, that the body was in a ftate of 
complete prefervation ; that the countenance 
ftill retained the moft perfeft refemblance to 
his pictures and coins ; and particularly, that 
the whifkers and fhort pointed beard, which 
he wore, accordinp; to the fafhion of the times 
in which he lived, were diftindtly vifible. A 
common obferver is ftruck with a reverential 
awe on beholding only the reprefentation of a 
deceafed hero remarkable for his great virtues ; 
what then muft have been the fenfations of ' 
prince Henry in contemplating the real re- 
mains of the great Guftavus, whom he admires 
and emulates ! 

In Guftavus Adolphus ended the male liie 
of the Houfe of Vafa: fince his time all the 
monarchs of the female branch are interred 
in this church, excepting his daughter Chrif- 
tina who exhibits a ftriking example, that 
though it becom^es all fovereigns to proteft 
the arts and fciences, yet that they deferve 
cenfure if their literaiy purfuits interfere with 
the more neeeflary occupations of government. 
In Chriftina we fee a princefs difcrediting her 



* She was buried at Rome. 
8 great 
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great endowments by a vain parade and affec- 
tation of fingularity ; apoll:arizing to a religion 
which fhe affedled to ridicule and defpile ; 
wliile upon the throne delirous of a private 
llation ; and after ihe had attained it by a vo- 
luntary facrifice of her autliority, incelTantly 
repining, and anxious to recover, upon the 
moft humiliating conditions, that crown which 
file had fo capricioufly reiigned. 

Charles Guftavus, in whofe favour fhe ab- 
dicated, and who is buried in a vault of the 
church, was (on of Cafimir, prince palatine of 
the Rhine, and of Catharine, lifter of Guftavus 
Adolphus. His conduCl: towards Chriilina 
was a mafter-piece of policy : he propofed to 
cfpoufe her, yet liopcd that llie would not ac- 
cept his propolals ; openly rcmonftrated againft 
her abdication, yet fecrctly contrived to fortify 
her refolutions j and appeared leaft eager for 
the crown in the moment when he was moft 
ambitious to wear it. Bred in the military 
fchool of Germany, he inherited the warlike* 
rather than the civil virtues of his uncle Guf- 
tavus Adolphus ; and was one of thofc great, 
but reftlefs fpirits, who eftcem war as the 
iule occupation worthy of a monarch; and 
who, while they are adding to their own lau- 
-jIs, difrcgard the mifcrics and diftreifes cf 

their 



C. 2. STOCKHOLM. 45 

their fubjedls. Under his adminiftration, 
Sweden acquired an high degree of renown ; 
and nothing lefs than the appearance of the 
Endidi and Dutch fleets in the Baltic could 
have ftopped the progrefs of his arms ; have 
interpofed to fave Denmark ; or again reduced 
the balance of the Northern powers to its 
proper equilibrium. Arrefted in the midft of 
his career by a premature death, he expired at 
Gotheborg, on the 23d of February 1660, after 
a fhort reign of only fix years. 

II n'avoit/' writes the hiftorian of Den- 
mark, " que trente-fix ans, et fes dernieres 
annees avoient ete auffi occupees, ou plutot 
aulli agitees, que les precedentes avoient 
" ete tranquilles et oifives. Quand on con- 
fidere tout ce que ce prince avoit fait pen- 
" dant ce court periode de fa vie ; fa paffion, fes 
talents pour la guerre, fon adlivite, fon am- 
bition lans bornes, le refped et la tcrreur 
qu'il avoit infpires au dedans et au dehors 
de fes etats, on ne pent s empecher de re- 
" garder fa mort prematuree, comme un de ces 
evenemens auxqucls etoit attache le fort 
d'une grande partie de TEurope : Et pour 
ne parler que de la Suede, a quel degre dc 
gloire et de mifere ne Teut-il pas fans douts 
portce, sll cut fourni la carriere que la 

^' nature 
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nature accorde a la plupart des hommes, mais 
" que le ciel dans fa pitie refufe d'ordinaire aux 
" conquerans. Quelques revers, et la vue d une 
fin prochaine, avoient done eclaire Charles 
" Guftave fur la vanite de tous fes ambitieux 
defleins : en recommendant a fes fuccelTeurs 
de faire promptement la paix, il donnoit 
une grande lefon a fes pareils ; et c eft la 
" fans doute le trait de fon hiftoire le plus 
" precieux aux yeax de la raifon et de Thuma- 
nite 

♦ Mallet Hiftoire de Dannemarc, Vol. III. p. 432. 
At his death he was only fix and thirty years of age, a»d 

" the laft years of his life were as agitated as the preceding 
part had been tranquil. When we contemplate all the 
aftions which this prince performed during the Ihort 
period of his exiftence; his talents for war, his activity, 
his boundlefs ambition, the rcfpedl and terror which he 

" impreflcd equally upon his fubjeds and his enemies, we 
muft confider his death as an event that could not but 

" afFeft the intereft of the greateft part of Europe : and with 
refpeil to Sweden, to what a degree of glory and wretch- 
ednefs would he not have carried her, if he had attained 
that period of life which nature generally grants to the 

" greateft part of mankind, but which Heaven, in its com- 
paffion, moft commonly refufes to conquerors. A reverfe 
of fortune, and the approach of death, had fully expofed to 

" hini the vanity of his ambitious dcfigns. In recom- 

" mending an immediate peace to his fucceflbr, he af- 
forded a moft, ftrilcing leflbn to other fovereigns; and 

" this perhaps is the m©ft exemplary particular of his 
hiftory in the conGderatign of reafou and humanity." 

His 
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His fon and fuccelTor Charles XL whofe 
remains are depofited near thofe of his father, 
has been reprobated by many foreign hiftori- 
ans as an odious tyrant ; but his charadter, if 
infpedted without prejudice, fo far from de- 
ferving that imputation, will in many inftances 
merit our refped and efteem. An unfavour- 
able idea of his defpotic principles has been 
formed from his refumption of many crown 
lands, which reduced feveral families to po- 
verty ; and from his mode of liquidating the 
public debts, by raifmg the nominal worth of 
the coin without increafmg its real value. 
Although it cannot be denied that fome of 
thefe meafures were oppreffive and violent: 
yet when we confider the exhaufted ftate of 
the finances derived from the boundlefs pro- 
fufion of Chriftina ; the ruinous wars of 
Charles Guftavus, and the diforders of a long 
' minority ^ we cannot but alTent to the opinion 
of the moft unprejudiced Swedes ; that, though 
the reform introduced by Charles was in fome 
inftances prejudicial to individuals, yet upon 

* The principal nobles, during the minority of 
Charles XI. took advantage of a weak government to 
appropriate the few crov/n lands which Chrirtina had not 
alienated. 

. . the 
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the whole it was falutary to the country ; and 
that nothing lefs than the moft violent mea- 
fures could have extricated his fubjedts from 
the deplorable and exhaufted ftate to which 
they were reduced. In one point of view 
Charles merited and gained the love and efteem 
of his people : notwithflanding his natural ar- 
dour for military glory, he almoft invariably 
pcrfifled in pacific meafures * j and while he 
preferved his own country from the horrors 
of war, mediated the peace of Europe, To 
Charles XL may be afcribed, what Boileau 
falfely attributed to Louis XIV. that he was 

* " His peaceable conduct may perhaps more juftly be 
" afcribed to the ftate of his affairs, than his own nature, 

which more powerfully inclines him to the fatigue of a 
*^ camp> tlian the eafc of a court ; and fuits better with a 

martial familiarity, than the (hews of grandeur, and the 

folemnitics of llatc.'* Bifhop Robmfon's Account of 
Sweden, 

" His majefty's," fays Rubinfon, " moft diligent in- 
fpedlion into uH the affairs of his kingdom, befidcs that 

" it makes all his minlftcrs more circumfpe6l, hath gained 
him a great ftock of experience. The fmalleft matters 
arc not below his notice ; and nothing of any moment is 

" concluded before he hath been confulted : this is the 

*^ employment of all his time, fcarcc any hour of the day 
palling from five in the morning, when he conllantly 
rifcs^ in which bufmc^fs of one nature or other is not 

" before hiia." 
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his own minifter ^ ; and what could not have 
been faid of the French monarch without 
flattery, would not have been adulation, if the 
poet had applied it to the Swediih king* 
Charles was chafte, temperate, oeconomicaH 
vigilarit, and a6Uve j a patron of letters ; 
fevere, yet not implacable ; prone to anger^ 
but eafily foftened. If we confider the in- 
terior adminiftration of affairs, Charles XI.. 
was one of the wifelt monarch s who ever fat 
upon the throne of this kingdom. To him 
Sweden ftands indebted for many .excellent 
regulations which ftill fubfift. In a word, he 
was what PhiHp of Macedon was to Alex- 
ander, the precurfor of his fon's greatnefs, and 
the founder of his vidories : for without the 
army which he had difciplined and improv-^ 
ed, and the treafure which he had collected, 
Charles XII. could never have withftood the 
combined forces of all the Northern powers ; 
nor could he have puflied his conquefts with 
that celerity which aftonifhed and confounded 
all Europe, Charles XL was born on the 
25th of November 1655, and died on the 

* £t qui feul^ fans mhiijfrsy a example des dieux^ 

» Soutiens tout par Toi-mernc^ iff vois tout par tes yeux. 

BoileaU, Difcours au Kou * 

Vol. ly. E 34th 
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24th of April 1697, aged 42 ; lamenting, it is 
faid, upon his death-bed, as the only reproach 
to his memory, the natural violence of his 
temper *, which he had not fufficiently cor- 
re(fted. 

The tomb of Charles XII. is a raifed fe- 
pulchre of dark marble ; with no other in- 
fcription than his name : over it are laid in 
caft bronze a club and lion's Ikin, which mark 
more forcibly than any words 

" his unconquerable will 
" And courage never to fubmit or yield |." 

It would be needlefs to dwell upon a charac- 
ter fo well known, as that of Charles XII. 
whofe ambition was madnefs, and whofe va- 
lour was ferocity. I (hall, therefore, confine 
myfelf to one anecdote attefted by the moft 
refpcdtable authority J. 

Among many converfations with his friend 
count Poniatowlki, the latter recolleded one, 
in which Charles, after various refledions 
upon his brilliant fuccelTes, which he modeftly 

* Schloctzer's Briefwcchfel, Vol. I. p. 147, 
+ Milton. 

X I had the honour of receiving this anecdote from the 
king of Poland, who had it from his father count Ponia- 
towlki, 

attributed 
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attributed rather to his good fortune than to 
his good conduft^ expreffed an intention of 
marrying ; and planned for himfelf a Hfe of 
tranquillity in his own kingdom ; when he 
would pay greater attention to the interior 
adminiftration of affairs^ and endeavour to 
promote the real interefts of his fubjedls^ 
This anecdote, which is unknown to all his 
biographers, will,fliow, that even his favage 
fpirit, that feemed to breathe nothing but 
war, was not. always infenfible to more peace- 
ful comforts, and to the pleafing profped of 
domeftic happinefs. Whether this projed: 
was merely an idea of the moment, or ferioufly 
intended to be carried into execution, can- 
not now be afcertained; but he certainly had 
removed its accomplifhment to a diftant pe- 
riod : for, at the time of his fudden death, he 
was expedling with impatience the conclufion 
of a treaty with Peter the Great ; not to re- 
ilore peace to his diftraded country, but, iii 
alliance with Ruflia and Spain, to dethrone 
the king of Poland, to feat the pretender upon 
the throne of Great-Britain, and to rekindle 
in Europe a general war. Charles XII. was 
killed at the fiege of Fredricfhall on the 30th of 
November 1 7 1 8, in the 36th year of his age ; 
and it remainis to this day uncertain whethef 

Ez he 
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he was fliot by a ball from the enemy's batte- 
ries, or fell by the hands of an afiaffm *. 

The remaining fovereigns who lie interred 
in this church, are Ulrica Eleonora, fiiler of 
Charles XII. who afcended the throne of 
Swed(;n only to refign it to her hulband 
Frederic I. ; that monarch, and the late king 
Adolphus Frederic j mere pageants of royalty, 
who wielded a fceptre without power; and 
whofe hillory contains little more than the 
asra of their fuccelTion, and the time of their 
death. 

Befide the fovereigns of Sweden, thiff 
church contains the afliee of Baner, a general, 
who no Icfs deferves mention than the moft 
illuftrious monarch ; if wc ellimate his de- 
ferts by tl\e fervice which he rendered to his 
country. 

John Baner, of an illuftrious Swedifh family, 
was born in 1601; and, receiving a very ex- 
cellent education, made fo great proficiency in 
literature, that Guftavus Adolphus ufed to call 
him his learned general. Whilft a boy, he 
attraifled by his magnanimity the notice of that 
monarch, who pronounced him formed for 
great events, and placed him in the army ; 

* Sec the next chapter. 

where 
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where he foon fignalized himfelf in fo parti- 
ticular a manner, that, under twenty years of 
age, he was employed by him in many cri- 
tical enterprizes, which required no lefs dex-' 
t^rity than bravery. After the death of Guf- 
tavus, he fupported, as commander in chief, 
the luflre of the Swedifh arms by a feries of 
vidorics, which raifed his military character 
higher than that of any general of the age. 
He fuftained this reputation undiminiflied 
until his death, which carried him off at Hal- 
berftadt on the loth of May 1641, in the 
40th year of his age. Baner was not infen- 
fible of the glory which he had acquired by 
his great adions ; but ufually fpoke of them 
with great modefty. He was accuftomed to 
fay, that he never formed any expedition, nor 
hazarded an adtion, without the moft reafon- 
able hopes of fuccefs. He was equally fear- 
ed and beloved by the foldiers ; and always 
infpired them with the moft unbounded 
confidence. At the head of his troops he 
aded folely from himfelf, and without de- 
pendence ; and would rather have refigned 
the command, than have been direfted in his 
military operations by the orders of the ca- 
binet. Why do ye think," he would fay 
to his confidents, that Gallas and Picolo- 

E 3 mini 
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" mini cannot be fuccefsful againft me, but 
" becaufe they dare not aft without the con- 
" fent of the Imperial minillry." He had 
the abfolute dilpolal of all commiffions j and 
eftablilhed in general a regular order of pro- 
motion : he was humane to the vanquiihed 
enemy, extremely cautious not wantonly to 
cxpofc his troops to action i and blamed thofe 
generals who in lieges facrifice the lives of 
their men in order to raife their own military 
character. But though he was thus fparing 
of his foldiers' blood, he was no lefs liberal of 
his own ; being himfelf the braveft perfon in 
his army, and too frequently feeking danger 
with a degree of raflmefs fcarcely pardonable 
in a general, but which he inherited from 
his mafter in the art of war, the great Guf- 
tavus. 

In our vidts to the Swedifli nobility, we 
found the fame politenefs and hofpitality as 
among the Poles and Ruffians, although much 
lefs magnificence and expence in their houfes, 
retinue, and entertainments, which arifes from, 
a circumllance that mufl give pleafure to 
every friend of humanity. The poffeflion of 
land Jiot being in this country, as in Poland 
and Ruflla, appropriated to any particular dc- 
fcription of men, property is more equally 

diffufed i 
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diffufcd i and fiich vaft accumulations of 
wealth or extent ox' domains do not center in 
the hands of a few grandees. 

During our continuance at Stockholm, one 
day excepted, in which it fnowed, we enjoyed 
as fine fpring weather as I ever experienced 
in England. This favourable ftate of the 
atmofphere is exceedingly uncommon at fo 
early a feafon in this Northern climate where 
frequently the fnow remains upon the ground 
until the month of April ; it was to us pe* 
culiarly agreeable, as it enabled us to make a 
few excurfions into the adjacent country^ 
which, although in many parts defolate and 
barren, is always rudely romantic ; and fre- 
quently exhibits, amidH: a magnificent aflem- 
blage of rocks, lakes, and foreft, agreeable fpots 
of corn and pafturc, numerous villages, and 
farm-houfes. 

The Royal Academy of Sciences at Stock-p 
holm owes its inftitution to fix perfons of 
diftinguiflied learning, amongft whom was 
the celebrated Linn^us : they originally met 
on the 2d of June 1739, formed a private 
fociety, in which fome diflertations were read 5 

* Stockholm is fituated in 59 degrees 20 minutes of 
northern latitude. 
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and in the latter end of the fame year their 
firft publication made its appearance. As the 
meetings continued and the members encreaf- 
ed, the fociety attracted the notice of the king j 
and was, on the 31ft of March 1741, incor- 
porated under the name of the Royal Swedilh 
Academy. Not receiving any penfion from 
the crown, it is only under the proteftion of the 
king, being directed, like our Royal Society, 
by its own members. It has now a large 
fund, which has chiefly arifen from legacies 
and other donations j but a proteffor of ex- 
perimental philofophy, and two fecretaries, 
arc ftiil the only perlons who receive any fala- 
ries. Each of the members refident at Stock- 
holm becomes prefident by rotation, and con- 
tinues in office during three months. There 
are two fpecies of members, home and fo- 
reign ; the eledion of the former is held in 
April, and of the latter in July : no money is 
paid at the time of admiflion. The difierta- 
tions read at each meeting are collected and 
publiflicd four times in the year ; they are 
written in the Swedifli language, and printed 
in odtavo, and the annual publications make 
a volume. The firll forty volumes, which 
were finiflied in 1779, are called the Old 
Tranfadtions i for in the following year the 

title 
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title was changed into that of New Tmnf- 
aftions. The king is fometimes prefent at 
the ordinary meetings, and particularly at |:he 
annual affembly in April for the election of 
members. Any perlbn who fends a trtatife 
which is thought worthy of being jirinted, 
receives the tranfadions for that c^]iiTttr gratis y 
and a filver medal ; which is not efteemed for 
its value, being worth only three fluillings, 
but for its rarity and the honour conveyed by 
it. All the papers relating to agriculture are 
put forth feparately under the title of Oecono^ 
mica aHa ; of thefe, three volumes have been 
already pubHlhed in 1775, 1777, i779- 
Annual premiums, in money and gold me- 
dals, principally for the encouragement of 
agriculture and inland trade, are alfo diftribut- 
ed by the Academy. The fund for thefe 
prizes is fupplied from private donations. 

Sweden contains the three univerfities of 
Upfala, Lund, and Abo ; and twelve femina- 
ries for the education of youth, called Gym-^ 
najiay of which fix were founded by Chriftina. 
In every large town there is alfo a fchool 
maintained at the expence of the crown, in 
which boys ^generally continue until they 
j^pve attained the age of eleven, when they are 
fent to the Gymnafiay and from thence, at 

about 



1^8 TRAVELS INTO SWEDEN. B.J, 

about fix teen, to one of the uniyerfities, la 
the Qymnafia^ and many of the greater Ichools. 
ihe Greek, Latin, and Hebrew languages are 
taught. The biihops infped thele feininaries 
and fchools in their refpedive diocefes, in 
which they are bound to refide. 

Before my departure from Stockholm I was 
introduced to Mr. Oehrling, a Swede born at 
Arieplog, a Ihiall village of Lapland ; he had 
received his education in the univerfity of 
Upfala, and is a perfon of confiderable know- 
ledge. He was at that time employed in 
compiling a Lapland, Swedilh, and Latin 
Diiflionary, which was publi(hed at Stockholm 
in 1780 ; a work highly ufeful, and extremely 
curious, to all pcrlbns verfed in the liudy of 
languages*. Mr. Oehrling fpoke the Latin 
and French tongues with great Jiuency : I had 
the latistadion of converling with him, and 
received from him the following information 
relative to Lapland and its inhabitants. 

The Laplanders call thcmfclves Salme-Same, 
and Samen-Almatjeh. Their country they de- 

* Lexicon Lapponicum cum Interprctationc Vocabulo-. 
rum Sueco-Latina ct Indicc Succano Lafponico, illuilra- 
tiim Pr.Tfationc Latino-Succana Johannis Ihrc, ncc noii 
autSlum Grammatica Lapponica a Dom. Erico Lind.ihl,iP 
Johanne Oehrling. 

2 nominate 
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nominate Same-Landa or Same-aednam; the 
Swedes ftyle it Lapland or Lappmarken, and the 
inhabitants Lappar. The natives of thofe dif- 
trids under the dominion of Sweden and Den- 
mark are Lutherans ; while many of thofe who 
are fubjedts to Ruffia are ftill Pagans. Swedifh 
Lapland contains about eight churches, which 
in fome parts lie at fo great a diftance from 
each other, that a native is frequently obliged 
to travel three days in order to attend divine 
fervice. Lapland, in general, is a vafl region, 
but very thinly peopled. Near the Gulf the 
country is compofed chiefly of granite rock* 
or is ftrewed over with detached maffes of 
that ftone. The whole face of the inland is 
oVerfpread with immenfe tradts of foreft ; con- 
fiftiag chiefly of firs, larch, and fmall beech, 
interfperfed with numerous lakes, which a- 
bound with filli. It yields pafture, and af- 
fords fome corn, chiefly rye and buck- wheat ; 
and is capable of producing a greater quantity, 
if more of the natives could be induced to 
leave their wandering way of life, and cultivate 
' - the ground. The winter is very long and 
tedious, lafting nearly nine months : the fnow 
frequently begins to fall towards the latter 
end of Augufl:, and remains upon the ground 
^ill the middle o£ May. The people are part- 

ly 
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ly fettled, and in part wild and roving: the 
latter live in tents made with coarfe cloth ; 
the former are fixed in fmall villages near the 
likes, and chieliy follow filhing. They build 
their cottages fomewhat in the lliape of a 
cone, by placing a circle of large trees or 
poles aflant in the earth, and clofe to each 
other, fo that their tops meet, and form a 
fmall vent for the iifue of the fmoke : they 
cover the ground within with branches of 
trees. In fummer their clothes are made of 
coarfe cloth ; in winter of the fkins of rein- 
deer*. In fpring their food confifts prin- 
cipally 

* In the Flora Lappoiiica Linnncus fays, " Perhaps the 
" curious reader will wonder how the people in Lapland, 
" during the terrible cold that reigns there in winter, can 
" prefervc their lives ; fmce almoft all birds, and even Come 
" wild hearts, defci t it at that time. The Laplander, not only 
" in the day, but through the whole winter nights, is obliged 
" to wander about in the woods with his herds of rein-deer i 

for the rein-deer never come under cover, nor eat any 
" kind of fodder but a particular kind of Uveriuort. On 

this account the herdfincn arc under a neceflity of living 
*^ continually in the woods, in order to take care of their 
^ cattle, left they (hould be dc/oured by wild hearts. The 
^ Laplander eafily does without more light, as the fnow 

reflects the rays that come from the ftars, and as the 
" Aurora Boreal! s illuminates the air every night with a 

great variety of figures. No part of our body is more 

callly dcftroycd by cold thari the extremities of the limbs, 

which 



C. 2. 



STOCKHOLM. 



6i 



cipally of the eggs of water-fowl, which arc 
extremely plentiful in thofe parts j* in fiimmer 
and autumn, of the birds themfelves, and of 
various others of the partridge tribe ^ ; and irt 

winter 

" which are moft remote from the fun of this microcofm, 
the heart. The kibes that happen to our hands and 
feet, fo common in the northern parts of Sweden, prove 

" this. In Lapland you will never fee fuch a thing, al- 
though, were we to judge by the fituation of the coun- 
try, we ftiould imagine juft the contrary; efpecially a^ 

" the people wear no ftockings, as we do, not only fingle, 

" but double and triple. The Laplander guards himfelf 
againft the cold in the following manner. He wears 
breeches made of rein-deer fkins with the hair on, reach- 

" ing down to his heels ; and flioes made of the fame 
materials, the hairy part turned outwards. He puts into 
his flioes Jlender-eared hroad-leaved cyperus grafs^ carcx 

" veficariay Spec. PL (or the Bladder Carex), that is cut 

" in (iimmer and dried. This he firft combs, and rubs 
in his hands, and then places it in fuch a manner, that it 
not only covers his feet quite round, but his legs alfo ; 
and being thus guarded, he is quite fecured againft the 

" intenfe cold. With this grafs they fluff their gloves 
likevvifc, in order to preferve their hands. As this 
grafs keeps off the cold in winter, fo in fummer it 
hinders the feet from fweating, and at the fame time 
preferves them from being annoyed by ftriking againft 
ftones, &c. for their fhoep are very thin, being made, 
not of tanned leather, but the raw hide." Stillingfleet's 

Traas, p. 137, 13K. 

* " About autumn, whe/j the lakes of Lapland begin to 
^ freeze, the water-fowl, \vhich axe found there in great 

" abundance, 
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winter of the milk and flefh of the rein-deer, 
and dried fifli: bread, which till very lately 

^ a^ndance, migrate towards the South j and upon the 
^ ftrft opening of the fpring, they return in large flocks to 
" their prior habitations, where they find a plentiful fub- 
^ fiftencc from the grubs of the gnats. Thefe grubs too 
^ ferve for the food of the Utraones^ or partridge tribe, 

thoufands whereof, and even myriads, are daily taken, 
" and fent to Stockholm. Thefe birds are caught in 
« fuch large quantities by the Laplanders, as to fupply 
^ them with their ordinary provilion in autumn, as tlie 

eggs of the water-fowl are their fupport in fpring/^ 

Holberg. 

" Thofe who have not feen it, will fcarce believe what 
numbers of water-fowl are to be met with upon this 
" river, to which the lake gives its name ; and my water- 
" men would every now and then put in to (hore, to look 
<^ for the eggs of wild ducks and geefe amongft the reeds, 
" which grow here and there upon the river fide, or in the 
little iflands which in feveral places are formed in the 
middle of the river ; and that after the manner of the Lap- 
landers, who get valt quantities of thefe eggs, and of the 
*^ wild fowl too, when in feafon, as the old ones in winter, 
and the gofliugs and young ducks in fummer, which 
" they have feveral ways of killing : but the moll common, 
and what they are the moft expert at, is the (hooting 
them with their arrows, as they do their land ones; and 
" indeed the Laplanders are fuch excellent archers, and their 
" prey is fo very plenty, that (hould one of them go out a 
(hooting for two hours, and not bring home a load of 
game, he would certainly conclude that fome enchanter, 
" who bore him a grudge, had out of mere fpite fpoiled his 
fport." Motraye's Travels, Vol. IL p. 301. 
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was totally unknown to them, now makes a 
part of their ufual diet. In winter, they 
journey in fmall fledges, made in the form 
of boats, drawn by rein-deer. Thofe animals 
will travel almoft the whole day without 
ibod, and only occafionally moiften their 
mouths with the fnow : they do not, how* 
ever, draw the fledge with fuch fwiftnefs as 
is generally imagined; their common pace 
being at the rate of about four miles in the 
hour '^. In fummer they feed upon grafles 
and alpine plants, in winter upon the lichen 

* " Moft of the rein-deer ufed for draught are caftrated 
^ when very young, and are larger and fatter than the 
^' bucks : In the winter the Laplanders drive their caftrated 
" deer In their fledges : they harnefs them by a rope faftenei 
" to a collar, and carried between their kgs s and direft 
^ them by means of a bridle fattened to their horns. Each 
" deer can draw the weight of one perfon, but rarely more. 

If he Is prefled, he will travel ten or twelve Swedifh 
" miles (70 or 84 Englifli milesL), but by fuch hard driving 

is generally deftroyed. It, however^ frequently happens, 

that he will perfevere in his journey 50 miles without in- 
" termifSon, and without talcing any refrefliment. Fle is 

weak in the back, being fatigued with the weight even of 
" a faddle : for which reafon the Laplanders, whenever they 

travel in fummer, and fledges cannot be ufed, lay acro& 

the animal's back a pole, upon which they faften a fmall 
" burden." See Holberg's Account of the Ccrvus Ta- 
randus in Amoenit. AcaJem, Vol. 1. p. 169. 
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rangiferinus *, or rein-deer lichen, and its 
varieties, which are fo abundant as in many 
parts almoft totally to cover the ground for 
the fpace of feveral miles -f- j and which the 
figacious animal difcovers under the fnow by 
the peculiar acutenefs of its fmelL I was 
farther informed by Mr. Oehrling, that the 
Laplanders, before their convcrfion to Chrif- 
tianity, which was not till lately introduced 
amongft them, poffefTed no books or manu- 
fcripts, though they knew many traditional 
hiftories and fongs of antient heroes and 
princes, who once reigned over them ; but 
involved in great uncertainty, and mixed with 
the moll: fabulous accounts. They have now 

* For the crconomical and fci'entific defcription of this 
Lichen, the reader is referred to Lightfoot's Flora Scotica, 
Vol. IL p. 877. Hngen's Tentamcn Hiftoria^ Lichenum, 
P. cxxvi. and particulirly to Linnaei Flora Lapponica, 
P. 332 ; from whofc accurate and comprehcnfive account 
fubfcqucnt authors have principally derived their informa- 
tion. 

t " Nullum vcgctabile in tota Lapponia tanta in copia 
«^ reperitur ac haec Lichenis fpecies, et quidem primario in 

fylvis, ubi campi fteriles arenofi vel glareofi, paucis pinis 
" confiti, ibi enim non modo videbis campos per fpatium 

unius hon€> fed fcpc duofum triumve milliarium, nives 
« inftar albos, folo fere hocce Lichenc obdudos. Sic 
*^ natura fcptcntrionis quafi iinclinat in albedinem, frigoris 

amafiam/' Flora Lappgn. 

a tranf- 
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a tranflation of the New Teftament in their 
language ; and many of the natives are able 
to read and write. Upon my queftioning 
him about the Lapland tongue, he anfwered 
with fome diffidence, that though he ima- 
" gined we are in general too apt to form an 
hafty opinion of two languages being de- 
rived from the fame flock, becaufe a few 
words in both are fimilar, when perhaps 
" the idiom and conftru6tiQn are totally op- 
" polite ; neverthelefs, there appeared to him 
fufficient reafons for concluding that the 
Finnifh and Lapland tongues were dialers 
only of one and the fame original.'' But 
what was moft remarkable, he was of opi- 
nion that the Lapland idiom had an un- 
doubted affinity with the Hungarian; for 
Sainovits, a learned Jefuit, and a native of 
Hungary, who had accompanied the cele- 
brated aftronomer, Father Hell, into Lapland, 
to obferve the Tranfit of Venus, has demon- 
ftrated that the Hungarian and Lapland idi- 
oms are the fame *^ : and' he himfelf hath 
likewife publifhed a treatife upon the fime 
fubjedt*^. I regretted that time would not 

* Johannis Sainovits, &c. Demonftratio idioma Unga- 
rorum et Lapponum idem elFe. 

f Differtatio Academica de convenientia Linguae Hun- 
gir>:2e cum Lapponica. 

Vol. IV. F permit 
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permit the learned Swede to enter into a 
detail of all the reafons which had induced 
him to adopt this hypothecs : but we may 
conclude, that ftrong probability lies on this 
lidc of the queftion ; when we find a native 
of Hungary, and a Swede born in Lapland* 
both men of letters, and both well verfed in 
the two dialcds, affirming it from their owft 
coiwidion, without any intercourfe or col- 
lufion. Having both treatifes in my pofleffion, 
v/Iiich are extremely rare, I fliall comprife, 
in a fhort compafs, the arguments which 
fcem to prove the fimilarity of the two lan- 
guages. 

It mufl: not be fuppofed that a Laplander 
entering Hungary, or an Hungarian travelling 
into Lapland, would be immediately under- 
flood bv the natives: for though the inha- 
bitants of thefe two countries fliould be un- 
quellionably allowed to be branches from the 
lame ftock * ; yet, as the feparation from, 
that original took place at a time when they 
Jiad no alphabet; it muft follow, from the 
gradual change which all languages neceflarily 

• No perfon in the lead converfant in the ftudy of lan- 
guages prefumes to doubt that the Englifli, German, 
Dutch, Swcdifli, and Danifli are all derived from the antient 
Gothic or Teutonic, and yet thefe different nations do not 
ui^dcrftand each other. 

undergo 
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Undergo in the lapfe of time, and by the 
adoption of words from the neighbouring 
nations, that each people could never have 
retained feparately all the primitive charade- 
fifties of their original tongue. It is fufficient, 
if, in the general mode of pronunciation, in 
the fmiilarity of many words, and in the gram- 
matical ftrudture of the phrafes, both nations 
retain a ftrong degree of refemblance ; and 
thus much appears to be the cafe in the 
Hungarian and Lapland idioms. 

In the firft place, the pronunciation of the 
Lapland tongue is fo extremely peculiar and 
difficult, that a Swede or Dane, unlefs edu- 
cated from their infancy in the country, can 
never attain it ; whereas Sainovits was able 
to catch the genuine accent without the leaft 
difficulty, although, before his arrival in the 
country, he had not the leaft acquaintance 
with their language ; the articulation in many 
refpeds being fo perfectly familiar to him, 
that, to ufe his own expreifjon, while he 
*^ heard them converfmg, he thought he was 
in his own country^.'' The next proof 

* " Interea, quamvis Lapponibus voces enunciancli 
modus fingularis prorfus fit, mihi tamen ita familiaris ac;- 
^ ciditj ut, dum ipfos fermocinantes audirem, ia patria, 
inter Ungaros, me verfari credercm,*/ P. 14. 

F 2 cf 
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of their affinity refts upon the fimilarity of 
particular words plainly proceeding from the 
fame ftock. Of thefe Sainovits has given a 
vocabulary, comprizing 1 50 common to both, 
and whofe refemblance cannot be doubted. 
As thefe expreflions fell under his obfervation 
during a Hiort refidence in the country j it is 
probable that, if he had continued there a 
longer time, he would have difcovered many 
more. The two idioms are further demon - 
ihated to be the fame, from a furprizing 
agreement in the declenfion of nouns ; in 
the comparifon of adjedives ; in a peculiar 
ufe of numerals, pronouns, affixes, fuffixes, 
and prepofitions ; in the mode of conjugating 
verbs ; and in the auxiliary verbs j lor in all 
thefe circumftances the two people differ as 
much from tlie nations bordering upon both, 
as they are analogous to each other: " So 
" that we may venture to conclude," adds 
Oehrling, " that the German does not ap- 
** proach nearer to the Swedifli, or the Chal- 
" dean to the Hebrew, than the Lapland to 
'* the Hungarian." 

From thefe premiles the fame ingenious 
author concludes, " that the Laplanders are 
" undoubtedly defcended from the Huns ; al- 
*' though the precife time in which they fe- 

** parated 
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" parated from the other branches of that 
" numerous nation cannot be afcertained." 
He ventures, however, to conjedure, that 
f5me of thofe people penetrated into thefc 
regions long before the Huns, under Attila 
and his fucceffors, occupied Pannonia, fince- 
called from them Hungary; that they pro- 
bably inhabited the fouthern parts of Sweden, 
and being driven towards the north by the 
Goths under Oden, retired to the almoft im- 
pervious mountains and inclement cold of 
Lapland j where they were no longer purfued 
by their invaders. Being fettled in thofe 
parts, their language, by a perpetual inter- 
courfe with the Swedes and Norwegians, be- 
came gradually intermixed with foreign words, 
and fplit into different dialeds j ftill retain- 
ing, however, evident traces of the original 
fpoken by the Huns *, of whom they were a 
branch. 

* The Huns, before they penetrated into Hungary, in- 
habited the inland parts of Siberia, and from thofe quarters 
they probably paflbd through European Ruffia, Livonia, 
Efthonia, Finland, and Sweden. In Livonia and Efthonia 
a knguage fimilar to the Finnilh ftill exifts; as well as, 
among feveral tribes of Siberia, an idiom which has great 
affinity with the Hungarian, ftill prevails. 
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POSTSCRIPT. 

DURING my former travels into thefe 
parts, I was prevented by the earlinefs of the 
fcafon, and the difficulty of croffing the lake 
Maeler, from vifiting the palace of Drotning- 
holm ; but in my fecond tour I had feveral 
opportunities of fatisfying my curiofity. ^ 

The palace of Drotningholm, the favourite 
refidence of the king, is fituated upon the 
ifland of Drotningholm or Queen's Ifland, in 
the lake Maeler, about ten Englifh miles from 
Stockholm. The paffage acrofs the lake to 
the ifland is near a mile. 

Tlie palace was origlnnlly built by Hedwige 
Eleonora, queen of Charles the Tenth j but 
has been greatly improved and enlarged by 
fucceeding fovercigns, and particularly by his 
prcfent majefty, who has .added a theatre, and 
feveral other buildings. The apartments are 
more comfortable than magnificent. The 
king's private library contains an ufeful collec- 
tion of modern books. A cabinet of natural 
hiftory adjoining to the library is fmall, but 
remarkable as having been arranged and de- 
fcribcd by Linnsus. 

The 
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The ftate apartments contain paintings of 
the battles of Charles the Eleventh, the coro- 
nation of that monarch, and the portraits of 
the principal generals who ferved under Charles 
the Twelfth, by Ehrenfwald. 

The garden * is chiefly laid out in ftuait 
walks, excepting a fmall part, which is called 
the Englifti garden, and was forming in a 
fanciful imitation of our ftyle. 

In the midft of the garden is a fpot called 
Canton, which has been too pompoufly de- 
fcribed by many travellers. It receives that 
denomination from feveral buildings in th$ 
Chinefe tafte, difpofed in a femicircular form, 
and erefted by the late king : they contain 
feveral large Chinefe figures, and vafes of very 
valuable porcelain. In thefe apartments his 

* The king has fhewed a finer tafte in the gardens of 
Haga, a villa belonging to his majefty, which have been 
laid out under his own diredlion in a ftyle more refembling 
Englilh pleafure-grounds, than any which fell under my 
obfervation abroad. The "walks arfe carried by the fide of 
a lake, and through the woods, by a gradual and gently- 
bending outline. 

Haga, though a wooden building, is one of the king's 
moft favoured villas, endeared to him as being the place 
where he confulted with his particular friends on the beft 
means for efFedting the revolution of 1772, and from whicU 
he took the title of Count de Haga^ which he afliimed 
during his travels. 

F 4 qiajefty 
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majcfty invites feledt parties to dinner and fup- 
per, when he lays afide his etiquette. 

On the 8th we paffed the whole day at 
Drotningholm, according to the tedious forms 
of Swedilh etiquette, to which his majefty is 
fo much attached. We fet off fiill-drefled 
from Stockholm at eleven ; and, as the weather 
was Ihowery, the embarkation in the foreign 
miniftcr's barge was rather difagreeable. 

We found the drawing-room crouded with 
company to congratulate the king on his late 
arrival from his travels. It was gala day, and 
we faw the court in all its fplendor. The 
gala drefs of the court for both men and wo- 
men is blue filk and latin, with white lining 
and ornaments. The company appeared to 
a ftranger as if they were habited for a 
mafqucrade. 

After church the king made his appearance. 
His majefty wore a fancy drefs of purplifli 
lilk, much embroidered with gold ; for the 
king, while he has limited his fubjeds to par- 
ticular colours, atTumes the liberty of vary- 
ing his own drefs with all the tints of the 
rainbow. 

On my being prefented, his majefty did me 
' the honour to converfe with me in the moft 
gracious manner i recolkaed having feen mq 

before 
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before in Sweden j talked to me of the docks 
of Carlfcrona, and afked me if I had feen the 
dock of Toulon ; adding, " It is not for me to 
boaft, but in my eftimation the works of 
' " Toulon are trifling in comparifon with thofe 
of Carlfcrona. We do not boaft of pidlures 
and ftatues, but we can {hew the works at 
Trothoeetta, Carlfcrona, and Sveaborg." 
Soon after he repaired to a large faloon, 
dined in public, with the queen and royal fa- 
mily, and converfed with the foreign mi- 
nifters, who furrounded his chair. At two he 
rofe from table ; and we dined with the great 
marfhal, who keeps a public table on thefe 
occafions. 

About half pa ft five we were prefented to 
the prince royal, who, although fcarcely fix 
years old, went through the forms of a draw- 
ing-room with wonderful eafe and addrefs for 
fo young a perfon. 

We afterwards repaired to the Swedifh 
opera of Iphigenia in Aulis, tranflated from the 
French, and the words adapted to Gluck s 
mufic. The theatre is fmall but neat j the 
Aage was well filled, and the piece well per- 
formed. 

At the conclufion of the opera we embarked 
in a covered barge, crofled the water in the 

rain. 
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rain, got into our carriage, and arrived at 
Stockholm about nnidnight. Such is the ne- 
celTary etiquette of the Swedifh court; but 
the king contrives as much as pofTible to re- 
lieve the ennui of the day by the affabihty of 
his manners, and the vivacity of his conver- 
fution. 

The prefent king has paid great attention to 
the literature and language of his native coun- 
try. He has conftrudted, at a confiderable 
expence, an opera-houfe in Stockholm, for the 
reprefentation of operas in the Swedifli lan- 
guage. The building is fmall, but well ar- 
ranged, and will contain about eight hundred 
fpe(ltators. The ornaments, fcenes, and deco- 
rations, are extremely rich and elegant. The 
troop, confidering the recency of the eftablifh- 
ment, will no doubt greatly improve, as the 
king loves and encourages theatrical reprefen- 
tations, and has compofcd feveral pieces tor the 
ftagc. 

The polite arts have made their way into 
Sweden, and flourilh under the king's pa- 
tronage. 

Among the living artifts who do honour to 
tlieir country, nuifl: be mentioned Mr. Sergell, 
a ftatuary, who paifed fome time at Rome at 
the king's expence, and is now fettled at 

Stockholm. 



C- 2, STOCKHOLM, 75 

Stockholm. His work-fhop contained feveral 
ftatues and models, wliich prove his tafte in 
feizing the fpirit of the antique. I particu- 
larly admired a moft elegant Cupid and Pfyche; 
Otriades, in the agonies of death engraving 
upon his buckler, with the point of his lance, 
Au r^oTTciico, To the God of Vidtory," his 
countenance expreffing a fine affemblage of 
pain, furmounted by courage ; a buft of Guf- 
tavus Adolphus, round which the prince royal 
is entwining a wreath of laurel, in the true 
fpirit of the antique. 

Mr. Sergell is likewife employed in fuperin- 
tending and finifhing the equeftrian ftatue of 
Guftavus Adolphus in bronze, after the defign 
of Archeveque, a celebrated French ftatuary, 
iince dead. It is of a cololTal fize and re- 
prefents GuftavusAdolphus, the favourite hero 
of Sweden, in complete armour, excepting his 
head, which is encircled with laurel j his right 
hand holds a truncheon pointing downwards. 
The hero fits well on the horfe, and the ani- 
mal has great fpirit. 

* The following are its dimenfions: Height, from tht 
bottom of the pedeftal to the top of the hero's head, forty 
feet y from the bottom of the horfe's feet to the top of the 
hero's head, eighteen feet ; height of the hero, if ftanding, 
fourteen feet ; length of the horfe, from the head to the 
f rupper, ten feet. Figure of Oxenftiern, nine feet. 
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Mr. Sergell has added to the original defign 
the figures of Hiftory, pointing to an infcrip- 
tion on the pedeltal i and Axel Oxenftiern, the 
celebrated chancellor, who was no lefs pre- 
eminent in the cabinet than his mailer Guf- 
tavus Adolphus in the field. 

Mr. Sergell informed me, that the original 
plan of Archeveque was to reprefent a Vidory 
on horfeljack, preceding and crowning Guf- 
tavus Adolphus on horfeback ; a fubhme idea, 
bold, and perfectly new for a ftatue. The 
plan was at firll: accepted by the ftates, but 
iift3erwards altered, becaufe it was thought im- 
pofiible by the perlon employed to caft it. 
Mr. Sergell expatiated with great enthufiafm 
on the boldnefi and fublimity of this plan, and 
feemed by no means to confider it as imprac- 
ticabk. 

Mr. Sergell has been lately employed by the 
king in executing a monument to the memory 
of Dcs Cartes, which is ereded in one of the 
churches of StockJiolm. Above is the medal- 
lion of Des Cartes, and beneath an angel tak- 
ing a veil from the globe, and illuminating it 
with a torch ; a fublime idea, fimply exprefling 
the cfte^ft of philofophy in enlightening the 
human race, but weakened by the angel's 
pointing to " Stockholm," written in golden 

charaders. 
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charaders. For the tomb itfelf fufficiently 
proved, that the philofopher died * at Stock- 
holm ; and the appropriation of the light of 
philofophy to a particular fpot, fubftitutes what 
is partial and confined to what is general and 
comprehenfive. 

The royal academy of painting and fculp- 
ture at Stockholm contains the fineft colledlion 
of cafts from the antique ftatues at Rome that 
ever fell under my obfervation. Thefe cafts 
were the firft impreffions of the only moulds 
which were ever permitted to be taken from 
the antique ftatues, Louis the Fourteenth 
obtained that permiflion from the pope, and 
fent to Charles the Eleventh thefe cafts, which 
are therefore uniques in their kind. They 
were given by the late king Adolphus Frederic 
to the academy of painting and fculpture, 
which he inftituted. 

* His body was tranfported to Paris, and buried in the 
church of St. Genevieve. 
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C H A P» IIL 

jffjt'na/ of Stockholm. — Clothes and hat worn 
by Charles XII. when he was killed at the 
Jiege of Frederickihall.— /«^w/Vy into the 
circumjlances and occafton of bis death, 

TH E artcnal of Stockholm contains an 
immcnfe number of ftandards and tro* 
phies, taken chiefly from the Imperialifts, 
Poles, Rullians, and Danes. Many of thefe 
ftandards were fupplied by Guftavus Adolphus, 
Baner, Torflenlbn and Wrangel, by Charles 
Guftavus, but principally by Charles XII. 
whofe militar)' atchievements proved the ruin 
of his country : nor could I avoid remarking, 
that while this colledion proudly difplayed 
the trophies of Narva, the Rufiians poHefsl 
Narva itfelf, with all Livonia and ether pro- 
vinces difmembered from Sweden. 

Among other curiofities, I obfcrved the ficin 
of the horfe rtufFed, which carried Guftavus 
Adolphus at the battle of Lutzen, where he 
received his death j a boat made by Peter 
the Great at Sardam in Holland, and taken 
by a Swcdifti veflcl as it was conveying by 
8 fca 
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fea to Peterfburgh; and, what particularly 
attradled my notice, the clothes and hat worn 
by Charles XII. when he was fhot in the 
trenches before Frederickfliall. As many va- 
rious reports have been fpread relative to the 
death of that monarch, and as proofs that 
he was affaflinated have been attempted to be 
drawn from the Hate of thofe clothes, and par- 
ticularly of his hat, I examined them wdth 
peculiar attention. 

The coat is a plain blue uniform, with 
large brafs buttons, like that of a common 
foldier ; his boots are thick and large ; his 
gloves are of buff leather, ftiff-topped, and 
reaching almoft to the elbow: the right- 
hand glove is confiderably fiained with blood, 
the left only fprinkled with a few drops j part 
of a buff belt, which he wore round his waill:, 
is alfo bloody**. I mention thefe circurii- 

fiances, 

* This circumdance has given rife to an argument ia 
favour of his being afTaiTinated : for, fay the advocates on 
this fide of the queftion, if, upon receiving the fhot, he in- 
ftantly touched thfe wound, and then grafped his Avord, It 
fcems to imply that he muft have feen the perfon who dif- 
charged the piece at him, and put himfelf into an attitude of 
defence; and it is certain, from the account of Pilgrcn, 
v/ho faw the body, that he had abfolutely drawn the fworJ 
half out of the fcabbard, and that the hik was fo tWhiW 

grafped 
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ftances, becaufe it renders probable what has 
been alTerted, that upon receiving the (hot 
he inftantly applied his right-hand to the 
wound in his temple, and then to his fword* 
The hat bears the appearance of having been 
flightly grazed by the ball, in that part which 
immediately covered his temple. I was in- 
formed, by a perfon who has had frequent 
opportunities of obferving it, that the ori- 
ginal mark was at firft very indiftindt, but 
has been fo handled and rent by thofe who 
have continually examined it, as to have been 
confiderably enlarged. As the fliot, there- 
fore, did not pierce through, but only grazed 
the hat, the fize of the ball, upon which fo 
much has been made to depend, cannot be 
afcertained from this circumftance. It follows 
therefore from this fimple defcription, which 
I noted down upon the fpot, that, from any 
appearance either in the clothes or hat, the 
flightell: inference cannot be deduced in re- 

grafpcd by the right hand as not to be removed without dif- 
ficulty. But furely, if the king really faw the perfpn who 
difcharged the piece, and meant to defend himfeU, he would 
firft havt'grafped the fword before he had received the (hot ; 
and if he firft touched the wound, and then grafped the hilt 
of the fword, it was a mere inftantancous impulfe, and mull 
have been fo fudden as to have no reference to an attempt 
of defcndinp, himfelf. 

garJ 
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gard to the fo much agitated queftion, Whe- 
ther Charles XII. fell by a ball from the 
Dani(h batteries, or by the hand of an affaflin. 
I fhall fubjoin to this account an inquiry into 
the particulars of his death ; in the courfe of 
which fome new lights may, perhaps, be 
thrown upon this curious fubjed ; and fome 
anecdotes introduced, probably unknown to 
the Englifh reader. 

On the 30th of November 1 7 1 8, Charles XIL 
vifited his trenches at the fiege of Frederick- 
fliall in Norway ; advanced as far as a baftion, 
which he mounted ; and, leaning his arm upon 
the parapet, feemed to examine the progrefs 
of the works. The Danifh batteries were 
playing upon the trenches, and continued a 
conftant fire with great and fmall fhot, to 
which the king expofed himfelf, as ufual, 
without the leaft caution ; in that attitude 
he received a ball in his temple, fell upon the 
parapet, and inftantly expired. There weie 
with him two French officers ; Maigrct, the 
engineer who conducted the fiege ; and Siquier, 
his aid-de-camp. Behind, at fome diftance, 
were, amongft others, count Schwerin, who 
commanded the trenches ; count Pofle, cap- 
tain of the guards ; and Culbert, an aid- 
VoL. IV. G de-camp. 
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de-camp. According to Voltaire*, the two 
Frenchmen, Teeing the king fall, and hear- 
ing him utter at the fame time a deep ligh, 
approached and found him dead. Motraye -|- 
relates, that Maigret had inelfedtually endea- 
voured to dilTuade his majefty from remain- 
ing in fo dangerous a place ; and that, hav- 
ing confulted with Schwerin and Culbert, he 
returned to draw him away by ftratagemj 
finding him leaning upon the parapet, he fup- 
pofed him to be afleep; but perceiving that 
he continued motionlefs, an alarm was given 
to the officers, who came with a light, and 
difcemed that he was dead. Nordberg's ac- 
count corrcfponds iq general with that given 
by Motraye. It being determined to conceal 
the fetal accident, Siquier, who was devoted 
to the prince of Helfe, took off the king'^ 
hat, covered the head with his own wig and 
hat J and wrapping the body in a grey cloak, 
ordered it to be tranfported to his quarters as 
that of an officer who was jull: killed. Siquier 

* Voltaire was probably informed of thefe circura- 
ftances from Siquier hirafelf. Sec Hill, de Charles XII. 
P' 341- 

t Voyages %le Motraye, Vol. II. p. 396. Nordberg's 
Hift. de Charles XII. p. 358. 

himfelf 
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himfelf flew without delay to the prince of 
Heffe, who was quartered at Torpum, about 
the diftance of three quarters * of a mile* 
The prince was at fupper/' writes a page 
who was prefent " with fome generals and 
" officers* Siquier, without being announced^ 
" approached and whifpered the prince ; the 
" latter did the fame to the perfon who fat 
next to him; and the whifper being cir- 
*^ culated round the company in the fame 
" manner, the prince retired from table, and 
" gave immediate orders for poft-horfes/' I 
followed," adds the fame perfon, the of- 
ficers to the place where the king was 
killed- The prince ordered the generals and 
officers, who were prefent, to place the 
body in a litter prepared to convey it to the 
head quarters. One -and -twenty foldiers 
/landing around with wax tapers in their 
hands, we obferved, that the king, in the 
agonies of death, had drawn his fword half 
out of the fcabbard ; and that the hilt was 

* Probably of a Swedifh mile, which is equal to about 
6 ^ Englifh miles. 

■J- This account is taken from the narrative of Pilgren, a 
page to the prince of Hefle, who was that day in waiting. 
See Von Karls XIL Tode & in Scbloetzer's Briefewechfel, 
Vol. I. p. 230. 

G 2 fg 
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" fo tightly grafped by the right-hand, as not 
" to be difengaged without difficulty. The 
" body was no looner removed than the prince 
" held a council with the officers, when it 
** was determined to raife the liege, and to 
« difpatch field-marlhal Ducker to Sandlborg, 
** in order to prevent any one from paffing to 
" the enemy, and fpreading the report of the 
" king's death : but this precaution was too 
" late, as that very night a Swedilh lieutenant, 
** accompanied by a drummer, went over the 
** Glomma to the enemy, and acquainted them 
" with the king's death." 

From thefe circumftances we have no rea- 
fon to fuppofe that the king was aflaffinated, 
but rather that he received his wound from 
one of the Danifli batteries. Let us then 
examine the reafons which have induced many 
perfons to alTert that he was killed by trea- 
chery ; and that Frederic prince of Helle, who 
had efpoufed his youngell litter Ulrica Eleonora 
and was foon afterwards raifed to the throne, 
was not wholly unfufpeded of being con- 
cerned in his death. 

The duke of Holllein, ibn of Hedwige 
eldeft fifter of Charles XII. was the undoubted 
heir to the crown ; and would, according to 
the opinion of his minifter Baflevitz, have fuc* 

ceeded. 
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ceeded, if he had immediately fhown himfelf 

to the troops. 

The duke was in the camp. . Charles 

" had brought him to the army in that fe* 

" vere campaign in order to form him to war. 
Upon the firfl news of the king's death, 
the young prince retired to his tent over- 
whelmed with afflidion. Che generals who 
were attached to him, in vain demanded 
admittance. Duker conjured his favourite 

" Roepftorf, that he would perfuade him to 
appear before the troops, and offered to pro- 
claim him upon the fpot. Roepftorf gained 
admittance to his mafter, but foon returned 

" with an anfwer, that he was too much 

" affedled to hold converfation with any one. 

' If he will not a6l,' fays Duker, ^ affairs 

' muft go as they can.' This delay was 
the fafety of the Swedifh liberty. For how 
would the nation have dared to propofe the 

" fuppreffion of abfolute authority, in op- 
pofition to a king who had been proclaimed 
by the army, and was already in poffeffion 
of all the prerogatives enjoyed by his pre- 
deceffor Another account informs 

* Memoires de Baflevltz in Bufching, H. M. IX. p. 321. 
t Schloetzer's Briefewechfel, Vol. I. p. 151. 
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US, that leveral of the Swedifli generals ten- 
" dered the crown to the duke, upon the 

condition of renouncing abfolute power; 

but that he refufed to be bound by any 

reftridtions." 

The condud of the prince of Hefle was 
far more politic. Having difpofed of the 
king's body, he|^lTued immediate orders to 
arrelt baron Gortz *, as if already in polTef- 

fion 

♦ The arreft of Baron Gorlz was attended with many 
curious circumftanccs, which are related by Pilgren, who 
accompanied the officers that arretted him ; but the ac- 
count is too long to be infertcd in this work. See Gort* 
zen*s Gefangenemmung in Schloetzer, VoL I. p. 231 
to 243. 

The real caufe of the Baron*s imprifonment and exe- 
cution was his attachment to the duke of Holfteinj which 
neither Frederic nor Ulrica Eleonora could forgive; to 
their revenge, and to the cabals of a party, he fell a fa- 
crifice. Poftcrity, however, has done juftice to the in- 
tegrity of this great, but turbulent ftatcfman; and par- 
ticularly the prefent king of Sweden has paid a tribute of 
praife to his memory, in tlic following letter to his daughter 
Madame D'Eyben. See Schloetzer Theil, XL p, 109. 

Madame la Baronne D'Eyben. La memoire de Til- 

luftre et malhcureux Baron de Gortz eft trop refpcdee 
" de moi, pour que je n'aye ete tres fenfiblement touche 

d'apprcndre, qu'il exiftoit encore un de ces cnfans, que 
" la tirannie et Tinjuftice atroce de la princcfs Ulrique 

Eleonore, et de ceux qui prefiderent a la diete de 17 19, 

rendirent 



C. 3. DEATH OF CHARLES XII. 5/ 

fion of fovereign authority ; and difpatched 
Siquier to his confort Ulrica Eleonora at Stock- 
holm. That prlncefs was no fooner informed 
of her brother's death, than (lie fummoned 
the fenate ; and agreeing to renounce all right 
to the crown by hereditary fucceflion, and to 
fubfcribe to the limitation of regal power, (he 
was foon afterwards eledleck queen, but re- 
figned, in 1721, the crown to her hulband. 

The account of the king's death, publifhed 
by order of the court foon after the event, 
enters into no details, but attributes it to a 
ball fhot from a falconet Motraye affirms ^, 

that 

rendirent ©rphelins. Son fang innocent a trop long- 
temps crie vengeance. La Suede a pendant 50 ans de 
^* malheurs, de devaftations et de troubles paie cherement 
" le tribut, que la colere divine a exige pour le crime, 
" commis contre un grand homme innocent, pour que jc 
" fouhaite ardemment, en qualite de premier citoyen de ma 
" patriej reparer au nom de cette meme patrie, I'injuftice 
" que nos ancetres ont commis. A ce titre, que je re- 
" garde comme le plus beau de tous ceux, que la Pro- 
" vidence a bien voulu affembler Ibr ma tetc, s'ajoute en- 
core celui de ma maifon, pour laquelle il a ete un fa- 
crifice. Vous deves done bien juger, Madame, combien 
je fuis porte de vous faire rendre la juftice, que vous re- 
" clames en qualite d'heritiere et de fille de feu Baron de 
Gortz, &c. &c, ce 28 d. Ottobre, 1773." 
* A ball of a falconet ufually weighs one pound and | at 
leaft. 

t Large de quatre doigts. Motraye.~Un trou dans 

G 4 lequel 
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that this relation, was probably true, becaufe 
the wound was large enough to admit four 
fingers } and Voltaire, who received his in- 
formation from Siquier, afTerts, that it was 
made by a ball of half a pound weight, and 
large enough to contain three fingers ; and 
they both agree, that from the violence of 
the fliot the lef|^ eye was forced in, and the 
right diflodged from its focket. In contra- 
diction, however, to thefe authorities, two 
perfons who had feen the body, pofitively af- 
firm, that the wound was too fmall to have 
been occafioned by a ihot from a falconet or 
half falconet. 

Count Liewen, in a converfation with Mr. 
Wraxall, thus expreffed himfelf upon the 
fubjea : 

" There are now very few men alive who 
** can fpeak with fo much certainty as myfelf. 
" I was in the camp before Frederick (hall, 
" and had the honour to ferve the king in 
** quality of page on that night when he was 
" killed. I have no doubt that he was aflaf- 
" finated. The night was extremely dark, 

lequci ou pouvoit cnfoncer trois doigts. Voltaire. — Un 
balle Tavoit atteint a la temple droite avec tante de vio- 
lence, qu'elle uoit reflbrtic au dcfllis de la temple gauche. 
Nordbcrg, 

" and 
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and it was almoft an impolTibility that a ball 
from the fort could enter his head at the 
diflance, and on the fpot where he flood, I 
faw the king's body, and am certain the 
" wound in his temple was made by a piftol 
bullet. Who gave it, is unknown : Siker ' 
was fufpeiled, becaufe he was not with his 
majefty previous to the h^ow, but appeared 
a moment after. Thofe," added he, who 
" are ufed to military affairs, know the report 
" and noife which a cannon-ball makes j but 
" the report of the fliot which deflroyed the 
king was that of a piece clofe at hand, and 
" totally different. I do not believe the prince 
of HefTe was concerned, or privy to it in 
any degree ; but the belief that he was put 
to death by a private hand was general in 
" the army at that time 

The next evidence is captain Carlberg, 
who aflifled in conveying the body from the 
trenches ; this officer died at Gotheborg about 
a month before I arrived at that town ; and 
in repeated converfations with feveral Englifli 
merchants, from whom I received the anec- 
dote, conftantly allerted that the wound was 
given by a mulket or piflol. In anfwer to 



* Wraxall's Tour, p. 141. 

thefe 
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thefe aflertions, may it not be afked. Whether 
count Liewen and captain Carlberg had any 
opportunity of examining the wound with that 
attention neceflary to form a decifive opinion ? 
and if they did, whether the fize of gun-lhot 
wounds does not exceedingly vary according to 
the velocity of the ball, and the place which 
it ftrikes ? • 

But fhould we even allow, that the piepe 
from which the king received his death was 
not larger than a mufket; the next circum- 
ftance for inquiry is, Whether a mufket-ftiot 
could have reached him from the ramparts of 
Frederickthall, or from any of the adjoining 
batteries ? That this is probable, will appear 
from confulting the plan of Fredcrickfhall 
in Motraye, who had vilited the place j for 
the pampet on which the king was leaning is 
only 1 80 yards from the ramparts, and about 
800 from the battery, from which he con- 
jedtures that he was killed. As a random 
mulket-buliet will often take effeft at 800, 
or even 1000 yards, the king might have been 
llruck in this manner, and frill more probably 
by fmall or grape- ihot difcharged from a 
cannon. 

Many perfons have been fufpeded of being 
concerned in the fuppofed affaflination ; Siquier 
6 principally. 
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principally, becaufe he was near Charles at 
the time of his death, covered the body from 
infpedion, immediately carried the news to 
the prince of Hefle, and, by haftening to 
Stockholm, fecured the crown to the princefs 
Ulrica Eleonora. His condud: in thefe in- 
ilances, however, affords no pofitive evidence 
either againft himfelf or Frederic; for both 
would have adted in the fame manner from 
common policy, whether the Swedifli mo- 
narch was killed by accident, or by their 
treachery. Unfortunately, however, Siquier 
himfelf, in 1722, being at Stockholm, in a 
delirium, occafioned by a fever, opened the 
window of his apartment, and exclaimed, that 
he had murdered Charles XII. ; but no one 
gave any credit to the confeffion of a perfon 
who was then in a ftate of infanity. Sufpi- 
cions alfo fell upon Maigret the engineer, 
merely becaufe he was prefent in the trenches ; 
and alfo upon General Renfkioeld, who is 
faid to have employed the murderer : but this 
report had no foundation, and feems to have 
chiefly arifen from his adlivity in fupporting 
the party of the fenate for limiting the fo- 
vereign authority, and in placing Ulrica Ele- 
onora upon the throne. 

It 
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It is evident from a pafTage in Brucc's Me- 
moirs *, that a belief of the king's alTaflina- 
tion was generally received. 

** As I was dining," he fays, " at an ordi- 
** nary one day, with feveral of my acquaint- 
** ance, there happened to be at the table a 
" Swcdifh colonel, and a lieutenant-colonel, 
" who was born dumb, but notwithftanding 
** that misfortune, had been a great favourite 
** with the late king of Sweden. While we 
*' were at dinner, the governor's aid-de-camp 
" came in, and,addrefling himfelf to the Swe- 
" diih colonel, ordered him, in the emperor's 
" name, to leave Riga immediately, otherwile 
" he would be proceeded againft as a traitor. 
** The Swede immediately getting up from 
" the table, quitted the room pale and trem- 
" bling. On our enquiring into the reafon of 
" this hidden order to the colonel, we were 
" informed that he was fufpedted of having 
** (hot the late king of Sweden in the trenches 
** before Fredericklliall. It feems that fome 
** of the company had, by ligns, made the 
" dumb lieutenant-colonel underlland the af- 
" .fair, on which he ran after him with hia 

* P. 366. 

fword 
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fword drawn, and, but for the interpofition 
^' of the aid-de-camp and fome others with 
him, he would certainly have killed the 
" colonel, who was fafely conduced over the 
river Dwina, which divides Livonia from 
" Courland, and was followed by his fervants 
and baggage. It was obferved, that while 
he refided in Riga, large remittances had 
" come to him from Stockholm, which made 
" it generally fufpeded that he had been highly 
bribed to commit the regicide. The colonel 
" made hafte to get into Poland, intending to 
pafs through that kingdom into Turkey, 
where he was well acquainted, having at- 
tended the king of Sweden all the time that 
prince refided in Bender ; but as he was no 
more heard of, it was generally thought he 
" had been murdered in Poland." 

Bruce does not mention the name of this 
colonel ; but his account feems, in fome mea- 
fure, to corroborate the opinion of many per- 
fons in Sweden ; that if the king was trea- 
cheroufly put to death, it is highly pro- 
bable that the murder was committed by a 
Swede. A member of the diet, which . af- 
fembled foon after the revolution, ufed thefe 
myilerious expreflions. " The liberty which 

has 
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" has been fo much extolled, always carried 
<* to excefs, and to which we have fo long 
** been enflaved, perhaps at its commencement 
** did not occafion any real blefTmgs. It is 
" a conjecture which excites horror, an op- 
f •* probrium from which I wifh we could en- 

** tirely exculpate ourfelves, namely, that the 
«* life of our Northern hero Charles XII. 
<« — But I tremble : he was upon the point 
<* of recovering the lofles of the ftate. Pof- 
** terity will dare to expatiate upon this much- 
** to-be-lamented event." It appears from 
thefe words, as if the fpeaker conceived that 
the partizans for a limited monarchy had 
occafioned the death of Charles, in order to 
eftablifh a new form of government ; and he 
alludes to the following anecdote. 

A Swedifh officer, whofe name is Cron- 
ftedt, is faid to have owned, upon his death- 
bed, to a clergyman called Tolftadius, that he 
was concerned in the murder of Charles XII.} 
and the confeflbr afterwards drew up an ac- 
count of this declaration, which was deli- 
vered to the king and fenate, and is now 
prefcrved in the archives. I could not learn 
the particulars of this account ; but was in- 
formed 
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formed in general, that Cronftedt * affirmed 
he only loaded the piece ; and that Stiernros, 
who died lieutenant-general and colonel of 
the guards, was the perfon who fired it, 
{landing at a fmall diflance behind the king j 
and it is likewife aflerted, that Stiernros, in 
his laft illnefs, acknowledged his guilt. The 
queen-dowager of Sweden, whofe curio fity was 
excited by all thefe reports, defcended a few 
years ago into the vault which contains the 
body of Charles. Upon examining the wounds, 
one whereof was in the back of his head, 

* It may not be improper t6 mention in this place, that 
Cronftedt is faid to have been out of his fenfes before he 
died ; and if fo, his confeffion deferves no more credit than 
that of Siquier. Another madman likewife acknowledged 
himfelf to be the king's aflaffin. Fabricius^ who is men- 
tioned as a great favourite of Charles XIL died in England 
in a delirium; and he aflured Miller, the celebrated bo- 
tanift, with whom ^le was intimately acquainted, that he 
afTallinated the Swedifti monarch. I received this anec-^ 
dote from a gentleman who had it from Mr. Miller him- 
felf. 

In my fecond vifit to Stockholm in 1784, I founds on 
more accurate inquiry, that many of thefe anecdotes tend- 
ing to confirm the report of his afialTination, were either 
very uncertain, miftated, or exaggerated ; and particularly 
that the account concerning Cronftedt's confeffion, and 
Frederic's remorfe, were probably void of foundation. 

and 
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and the other in the left temple, flie found 
that the latter was the greater; whence it 
was concluded, that the ball went in behind 
and came out before, from the well-known 
effedt of gun-fhot wounds, whofe entering 
orifice is always the fmalleft. I may like- 
wife venture to add, that her majefty, after 
weighing all the circumftances on both fides, 
was of opinion that the king was afiafii- 
nated. 

It appeared probable to fome perfons, from 
feveral particulars in- tlie confellion of Cron- 
ftedt, that he had been employed by Fre- 
deric I. and it is ftill believed by many at 
Stockholm, but without fufficient proofs ; that 
Frederic, upon the approach of death, raved 
about Charles XII. and exprelfed great remorfe 
and compundion on his account. 

In mentioning thefe anecdotes, I beg leave 
to requcft that they may be confidered merely 
as reports, upon which other perfons, who 
lliall have an opportunity of obtaining more 
precife information, may build their inquiries ; 
as my intention was to throw together all the 
intelligence I could colled: concerning the death 
of Charles XII. ; in order to enable the reader 

to 
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to draw the conclufion which fliall leem the 
moft probable. 

. Upon reviewing the principal circumftances 
in this myfterious affair ; if we are convinced 
that the king's wound was that of a mufket 
or piftol ball, and yet that he was not in a 
fituation to be reached by fuch a (hot from 
the enemy's batteries ; and that though the 
belief of his being unfairly put to death was 
general in the army, yet no enquiry was made ; 
if we imagine the evidence of Liewen and 
Carlberg are to be abfolutely rehed upon, and 
particularly the aflertion of the former, that 
the report of the piece which deftroyed the 
king was that of a piftol ; if we can fuppofe 
the confeflion of Cronftedt and Stiernros to 
be genuine ; the remorfe of Frederic to be 
fincere and well attelled ; if we think the 
opinion of the queen-dowager ^' fufficient to 

convince 

^ In oppofitlon to the opinion of the late queen-dow- 
ager, we may remark, that her majefty was much pre- 
judiced againft Frederic king of Sv/eden, and inchned to 
adopt and circulate any report to his difcredit. Influenced 
probably by his motlief's prejudices, the prefent king was 
at one time fo convinced, that Cronftedt had alTiifiinated 
Charles, as to refufe giving a commi/iion to his grandfon, 
declaring, that he never would; confer a military rank on 

Vol. IV. II ■ tl>e 
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convince our judgment ; we muft necefTarily 
conclude that Charles XII. was aflaflinated. 
On the contrary, if we believe that the wound 
was fo large, that it muft have been occa- 
lioned by a ball from a falconet, or half fal- 
conet; or if not, that the king was liable 
to be reached by a mulket-ball * ; if we fee 

no 

the grandfon of a perfon who had aflaflinatcd the king of 
Sweden ; but two years afterwards he voluntarily gave the 
commiflion to the fame perfon, candidly alledging, that he 
had been miftakcn, and that he was now convinced Cron- 
liedt had no (hare in the king's aflaffination. 

* An unqueltionable proof that the wound was made by 
a fmall ball is derived from the evidence of the following 
pcrfons of the higheft rank and credibility. " On the 12th 

of July, 1746, between five and fix in the morning, the 

following perfons entered the vault in which is interred 
" the body of Charles the Twelfth, and examined the 

wound in his head. On the right fide below tlie temple 
*^ was a plaiftcr fo ftrongly fixed as not to be removed 
" without great difficulty ; under which they noticed an 
*^ orifice which feemed to dcfccnd to the back part of the 
" head, fevcn lines long and two broad. On the left fide 

was a plaifter of the fame fize. All the temple was 

driven out, and the bones (battered in fuch a manner, as 
*^ made it eafy to diftinguifti that the ball went out on that 

fide. The face was a HttJe disfigured, the mouth a little 

open, and fome teeth vifible. 

^ Signed, C. Harteman, Ch. Ekclblad, 
^ and John von Hoepken." 
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no glaring con traditions between the account 
publifhed by the court, and the relations made 
ty thofe who were in the trenches at the 
time when he fell ; or if we think that the 
latter perfons may liave been miftaken in fome 
material circumftances if we can reconcile 
th'e conduit of Frederic as being merely dic- 
tated by policy, and fuch as would have been 
adopted by any perfon in the fame fituation, 
though he were not accelTary to the murder : 
if to thefe confiderations we add the natural 
propenfity of mankind to attribute the death 
of extraordinary perfonages to extraordinary 
caufes ; that thofe who have once framed an 
hypothefis will imperceptibly warp all events 

Mr. Firman, an engraver of medals at Stockholm, pof- 
feffes a mafk of plaifter of Paris, moulded from the face of 
Charles the Twelfth, when the king's body lay at the pa- 
lace of Carlfberg previous to the interment. The infpec- 
tion of this curious mafk, befides reprefenting the exa£t 
features of that monarch, led me to make fom.e remarks on 
the fize and fituation of the wound which occafioned his 
death, and which has given rife to fuch contradictory ac- 
counts and conjectures. The mafic reaches no farther than 
the extremity of each temple. The mark of the wound 
on the right temple is very vifiblc, and is not large. The 
bones were apparently much (battered, but the eyes were 
perfeft in their fockets ; fufficiently proving, that they were 
not diflodged, as Motraye and Voltaire aflert. 

H 2 in 
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in its fupport ; and that until pofitive proofs, 
not merely drawn from flying reports and 
uncertain anecdotes,' are eflablifhed j we ought 
undoubtedly to lean to the lide of candour 
and humanity; we ought not to credit fur- 
mi fes fo injurious to characters otherwife with- 
out reproacli ; and we are bound to conclude 
that Charles XII. fell by the hand of the 
enemy, and not by treachery. And this opi- 
nion was likewife fupported by the high au- 
thority of count Poniatowfki *, the confi- 
dential friend of Chailes XII. 

* As I had the honour of being informed by the prefent 
king of Polajid, 
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CHAP. IV. 

Changes in the form of the SwediHi govermnent. 
— Inquiry into the nature of the conjlitution 
ejlablijhed at the Revolution of 1772. — The 
king a limit edy and not an abfolute monarch. 
— Diet compofed of the king and fates.— ^ 
I. Houfe of nobles. — //. Of the clergy. — 
///. of citizens. — IV. Of peafants. — Mode 
of enabling laws. 

TH E form of the Swedifh government 
has frequently varied. Before the ac- 
cefTion of the houfe of Vafa in the perfon of 
Guftavus I. it was a monarchy v^hoUy elec- 
tive ; and laboured under all the evils which 
are infeparable from that moft defedlive fpe- 
cies of fovereignty. By the union of Calmar, 
which took place in 1397, it was ftipu- 
lated ; that the fame monarch was to rule 
over Denmark, Sweden, and Norway, and 
to be chofen by the deputies from the ftates 
of thofe three kingdoms allembled at Calmar. 
Throughout the whole period in which thefe 
regulations fubfiftcd, Sweden was a mere tri- 
butary kingdom to the fovereigns of Den- 

H 3 mark ; 
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mark ; or, in its temporary exertions to (hake 
ofF that yoke, drew on itfelf all the horrors 
of foreign ir.vahon and inteftine difcord. 

From this llate of alternate oppreffion and 
anarchy it was refcued by Guftavus Vafa, on 
whom the gratitude of the Swedes conferred 
the dominion of that country which he had 
delivered : "they even renounced in his favour 
the ri^ht of eleding their kings ; and declared 
the crown hereditary in his male ilTue. The 
form of government eftablilhed at his accef- 
fion, though in appearance of a mixed na- 
ture, and though it lodged the fupremacy in 
the aflembly of the ftates, yet entrufted very 
cxtenlive prerogatives to the king. Thefe 
powers, tranfmitted to his immediate pofterity 
with little diminution, were augmented under 
Guftavus Adoiphus ; and at the fame time 
the right of fuccclfion was extended to the fe- 
male line. But, during the minority of his 
daughter Chriftina, the government underwent 
an alteration unfavourable to regal authority: 
tlie privileges of the fenatc, or council of 
ilatc, being enlarged, gave the afcendancy to 
the ariftocratical party, or order of nobles ; 
and this power was, bv continual encroach- 
ments, carried to fuch an exorbitant height, 
as julUy to excite the fears and indignation of 

the 
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the three other orders of the clergy, citi;zcns, 
and peafants. At length Charles XL artfully 
availing himfelf of this dilTatisfadion, obtain- 
ed from the flates a formal ceflion of abfolute 
fovereignty, which he quietly devolved upon 
his fon Charles XIL Upon the deceafe of the 
latter, his nephew, Charles Frederic duke of 
Holftein, fon of his eldeft fifler Hedwige, 
ought, by the law of fucceffion eftabliflied by 
Charles XL to have afcended the throne. But 
the Swedes, in breach of that regulation, ex- 
cluded the duke of Holftein, and conferred 
the crown upon Ulrica Eleonora, the youngeft 
fifter of Charles XIL That princefs, pofieff- 
ing no title but what was derived from the 
appointment of the nation, purchafed her elec- 
tion by a furrender of abfolute authority, and 
by ratifying all the limitations of prerogative 
which the ftates impofed ^ and her hufband 
Frederic L in whofe favour flie refigned the 
crown, fecured their concurrence by fimilar 
ftipulations. 

The new form of government eftablifhed at 
this jundlure, confifled of fifty-one articles, all 
tending to abridge the powers of the crown ; 
and rendered the Swedilh fovereign the moft 
limited monarch in Europe. It was fettled, 
that the fupreme legiflative authority fhould 

H 4 refide 
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refide abfolutely and folely in the ftates of the 
realm aflembled in diet j which, whether con- 
vened by the king or not, muft regularly af- 
Ibmble every three years, and could only be 
dilFolved by their own confent. During the 
recels of the diet, the executive power refided 
in the king and fenate ; but as the king was 
bound in all altairs to abide by the opinion of 
the majority; and as he poffeifed only two 
votes, and the calling voice in cafe of equal 
fuffrages, he was almoll: entirely fubordinate 
to that body, and could be confidered in no 
Other light than its prelident At the fame 

time 

* Mr. Sheridan, in his Hiftory of the late Revolution, 
kc. has thus delineated the exorbitant authority, vefted in 
the ftates, p. 145 : " While the ftates were alTemblcd, 

they were, in h6\y poficircd of the whole fupreme power. 

1 he authority of the king and fcnatc was then fufpended, 
" Sec. — In ftiort, the ftates were vefted with the fame 

powers, independent of the king ajid fcnatc, that in Eng- 

land the two houfes of parliament poiFefs in cojijundion 
" with the king. 

*^ The Icgiflativc power they referved wholly to thcni- 
" felves. The king and fcnatc, having no ftiarc whatever 
" in it, did not even pollefs a negative on thofe rcfolutions 
« of the diet, whieh diredly attacked the regal and fe- 

natorial rights.— The following powers were likcwife 
" vefted in the ftates alone; Thofe of declaring war, or 
" making peace i that of altering the ftandard of the 
" coin, &c. 

The 
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time the fenate itfclf ultimately depended upon 
the ftatcs ; as its members, though nominally 
appointed for life, yet were in a great meafure 
chofen by the ftates * ; were amenable before 
that alfembly and liable to be removed from 
their office, in cafe of real or pretended mal- 
verfation. Thus the fupreme authority re- 
fided in a tumultuous aflembly, compofed of 
the four orders, into which many nobles 
without property, tradefmen, and peafants, 
were admitted ; moft of whom were of courfe 

" The executive pow^r, during the fitting of the diet, 

may be faid to have been, in a great meafure, lodged in 
" a certain number of perfons feledted from the three orders 

of the nobles, clergy, and burghers, w^ho conftituted 
" w^hat was denominated the fecrct committee, &c. With 

regard to the judicial power, the ftates aflumed to thcm- 
" felves a right of exercifing that alfo, whenever they 
" thought proper, by taking at pleafure caufes out of the 
" ordinary courts of juftice, to try them before a temporary 
" tribunal erected by themlelves, and compofed of their 
^' own members. Nothing could be more formidable 
" than the power of this court, or more fubverfive of li- 

berty as, in reality, it united within itfelf at oace the 
*^ legiflative, judicial, and executive powers; and it was to 

decide principally in cafes of treafon. What rendered 

this ^extraordinary jurifdiftion moft prepofterous was, 
" its being generally at the fame time both judge and 

party." 

* All vacancies in the fenate were filled by the king 
from three candidates nominated by the ftates. 

fubjedl 
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fubfCLt to all the corruption and influence to 
which needy and ignorant reprefentatives arc 
neccffarily expofed. Although all ftatutes were 
figned by the king, and the ordinances of tha 
fenate ilTued in his name ; yet in neither cafe 
did he poflefs a negative : and in order, to ob- 
viate the poflibility of his attempting to ex- 
crcife that power, it was enaded, in the diet 
of 1756, that "in all affair^ without excep- 
tion, which had hitherto required the fign 
manual, his majelty's name might be af- 
fixed by a ftamp, whenever he ihould have 
declined his fignature at the firft or fecond 
requeft of the fenate." In confequence of this 
rcfokition, the royal fignature v^^as ad:ually 
engraved ; and applit^d to the ordinary dif- 
patches of government, under the diredlion of 
tlie fenate ^. In a word, the king enjoyed 
little more than the mere name of royalty. 
He was only the ollenfible inftrument in the 
hands of one of the two great parties, who at 
that time divided and governed the kingdom, 
as cither obtained the rnnerior influence in the 
diet. 

We cannot but remark upon this fubjedl, 
i\ut the Swedes, who, during the reigns of 



* Sheridan, p. 188. Cantzlcr, p. 71, 

8 Charles 
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Charles XL and XIL had fo reludlantly fub- 
mitted to the defpotifm of their foverejgns, 
knew not how to ufe their liberty : they in- 
temperately ran into the contrary extreme; 
and, in order to difable the king from reco- 
vering arbitrary power, they even defpoiled 
him of thofe juft and neceflary prerogatives, 
which in a monarchical conftitution can alone 
form a barrier againft ariftocratical ufurpation 
and popular factions ; as if they were ignorant 
of any medium between abfolute dominion 
and anarchy, or between licentioufnefs and fer- 
vitude. 

The grofs defedls in this new form of go- 
vernment occafioned confcant ftruggles be- 
tween the kings of Sweden and their fubjedls^ 
on one fide to increafe, on the other to de- 
prefs, the royal prerogative ; until his prefent 
majefty effected the revolution of 1772. It 
is needlefs to enter into any detail of this 
extraordinary event, as Mr. Sheridan, who at 
the period in queftion was fecretaiy to the 
Britifli envoy at Stockholm, has given to the 
world a moll: ample and accurate detail of the 
whole tranfadion Perfons of the mofl; op- 

♦ A Hiftory of the late Revolution in Sweden, &c. by 
Charles Francis Sheridan, Efq. 

pofitc 
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polite parties in Sweden unanimoufly concur 
in conimending the lidclity of Mr. Sheridan's 
hillory, and in preferring it to the numerous 
jiarrativcs of that important event ; and the 
king has frequently acknowledged its general 
authenticity. The in;:eniaus author has de-* 
vcloped with the utnioil precilion and truth 
the dreadful abufcs occafioned by the fyftem 
of government eftabliilied in 1720 ; and has 
traced, with a mafterly hand, the judicious 
and fpirited conduct of his prefent majefty. 
But in this account of the new government, 
idniirable as it is, he has unfortunately ad- 
vanced a capital miftake j which, as it has 
fallen from a perlbn of fuch refpedlable au- 
thority, and fcems generally prevalent in all 
foreign countries, dcferves a particular diicuf- 
tion. I allude to his affcrtion, that the king 
of Sweden is no lels abfolute at Stockholm 
than the French monarch at Verfiilles, and 
the Grand Signer at Conflantinople * 
whereas his Swediili maieftv, thoudi now 
poffefled of very great prerogatives, is yet ii> 
jivmy ijnportant inllarxcs a limited monarch, 
as will be afcertaincd by a review of the pi,-e- 
^..iit conftitution. 
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The whole executive power is virtually 
vefted in the king : for though it is faid to be 
entrufted to him conjointly witli the fenate ; 
yet as his majefty appoints and removes all 
the members of that council, and in the ad- 
miniftratioh of affairs alks only their advice> 
without being bound to follow it, he is ab- 
folute mafter of the fenate The king has 
the command of the army and navy, and fills 
up all commiflions ; he likewife nominates to 
all civil offices -f . He has the fole power of 
convening and dilTolving the ftates, and is not 
obliged to affemble them at any ftated pe- 
riod :{: ; he has rendered many of the taxes 

* Article 4th. In fom^e few mflances, however, namely^ 
in the negociations of peace, truces, and alliances, the 
king is bound to follow the opinion of the fenators, in cafe 
they are unanimous ; but as it is fcarcely polTible that fe- 
venteen fenators, appointed and removeable by his ma- 
jcfty, fhould be unanimous in their oppofition to him, wc 
may fairly allow the king to have the command of the fe- 
nate. Art. 6th. 

In the high courts of juftice, indeed, confifting of feven 
fenators, to which a final appeal lies from all the Inferior 
courts, the king has only two voices, and a cafting vote if 
the opinions are equal. But yet, in this inftance, as he 
nominates and removes at his pleafure their judges, he mufl: 
have the entire difpofal of their fufFrages. Art. 8th. See 
the articles of the new form of government in the Appendix 
to this volume. 

t Art. 6 ; alfo 22. 25. and 31. 

t Art. 38. 

perpetual., 
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perpetual, enjoys a fixed revenue, and has the 
difpofal of the public money. 

Such are the prerogatives which his Swedifh 
majefty has annexed to his crown : but how- 
ever enormous they may appear, efpecially 
when compared with the (lender degree of au- 
thority pofTefTed by the throne before that pe- 
riod; yet they by no means, I apprehend, 
amount to defpotifm. The two great features, 
which efientially diftingullh an arbitrary from 
a limited monarch, are the uncontrouled right 
of ena^fting and repealing laws, and the im- 
pofition of taxes without confent of the fub- 
jed: ; neither of which are exercifed by the 
king of Sweden. With refpedt to the former, 
the legillative authority refides jointly in him 
and in the ftates * ; and it is exprefsly de- 
creed in the 40th article, " that the king 
" lhall have no power to make new laws, 
" without the knowledge and aflent of the 
" rtates ; nor abrogate an old one received 
" fonneriy -f-." Concerning the impofition of 

♦ Mr. Sheridan is wrong, in faying that the ftates were 
to deliberate upon nothing but what the Icing thought pro- 
per to lay Isefore them ; they having a right, as well to pro- 
pofe laws, as to negative thofe propofsd by the kin^. See 
Art. 42. 

I Art. 48. 
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taxes, it is exprefsly ftipulated, that the king 
fliall not levy any money without the confent 
of the ftates, excepting in the cafe of adtual 
invafion j and at the conclufion of the war 
he fliall be obliged to fummon them, and the 
new taxes fliall be aboliflied. In addition alfo 
to thefe two important refl:ri6lions, he cannot 
declare war, nor alter the coin, without their 
concurrence and, if called upon by them 
wllEifi convened, is obliged to account for the 
expenditure of the public money -f-. 

Though the king is fubjedt to thefe ma- 
terial limitations j yet, as his ordinary revenue 
is perpetual, and the meeting of the fl:ates de- 

* Mr. Sheridan, upon this article, fays, By a third, 
though his majefty did not openly claim a power of im- 
" pofmg taxes on all occafions, yet fuch as already fubfifted 
" were to be perpetunl ; and in cafe of invafion, or prcjfing 
" necejjity^ the king might impofe fome taxes, till the ftates 
could be affembled. But his majefty was to be the judge 
of this neceflity ; and we have feen that the meeting of 
" the ftates depended wholly on his will and pleafure/' 
P. 307. 

Now tiiere are no fuch words as pycjjln^ necejjit^ in the 
new articles of government, but the exercife of this power 
is ftriflly confined to the cnfe of adlual invafion : the words 
are, Yet that unhappy cafe excepted, when the kingdom 
" (hould be attacked by an army/' 

I Articles 44. 48. 50. 

pcnds 
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pends folely upon his pleafure, it may be 
urged that he may govern without controul, 
fo long as he requires no additional fubfidies. 
But furely this mode of ruling does not amount 
to abfolute authority. For, as he cannot enad 
laws, declare war, or levy taxes, without the 
confent of the diet ; emergencies muft occur 
which may render it necelTary to convene that 
afTembly; when the latter may redrefs grie- 
vances, or repair any breaches in the confuta- 
tion. 

In faft, his prefent majefty, though neither 
preflcd by foreign war, nor by any material 
exigency, did, within fix years from the time 
of his obtaining an exemption from the ne- 
cefiity of convening the rtates, conceive it ex- 
pedient to fummon them ; and experienced 
tli.it oppofition wliich charaderizes the repre- 
feiitativcs of a free people. In the houfe of 
nobles, for inftance, a memorial was laid upon 
the table, wherein it was faid, that there were 
no fixed laws ; that the form of government 
cftubliriicd in 1772 had been for fome time 
cbfcrved ; but that lately many of the king's 
friends had appealed to that of 16 16, as the 
proper model by which the adminiltration 
was to regulate its proceedings. Which con- 

Uitution 
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ftitution was to be confidered as at prefent 
fubfifting ? — Other propofitions very ofFenlive 
to the royal ear were dilcufled in this me- 
morial, and it was intended to have been 
formally recited at the next meeting ; but, to 
prevent this meafure, the king fiimmoned the 
ftates to the palace, and diflblved them. His 
majefty, in his fpecch delivered on that oc- 
cafion, declared himfelf chagrined at the com- 
plaints unjuftly levelled againft his condudt* 
He added, that the form of government efta- 
blifhed in 1772 fhould always be regarded by 
him as the true conftitution ; that he never 
wiflied to deviate from it in the flighted de- 
gree ; and that, as many perfons had endea- 
voured to create a mifunderftanding between 
him and the ftates, he had on that account 
adopted the refoiution of dilTolving them : a 
ftyle of harangue that would not have been 
adopted by an abfolute king. 

In a word, whether the prefent form of 
government be likely to laft, or whether it 
may not be as fuddenly overturned as it was 
introduced by a new revolution ; whether it 
may not, in procefs of time, degenerate into 
an arbitrary monarchy, or relapfe into its 
priftine anarchy ; are not here the objedts of 

Vol. IV. I inquiry : 
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inquiry : the qiieftion relates folely to the na- 
ture of the conftitution as it fubfifts at pre- 
fent ; which the more accurately we examine, 
the lefs fcrupuloufly rtiall we decide, that the 
king of Sweden is a limited, and not a defpotic 
fovereign. 

The truth of the obfervation, that the king 
of Sweden is a limited and not an abfolute 
monarch, though controverted by fome au- 
thors, is ftill farther confirmed by the tranf- 
adtions of the diet which alTembled in May 
1786, in which feveral new regulations were 
fettled, tending to limit the prerogative in the 
power of making, amending, and repealing 
laws, of removing perfons from public em- 
ployments, in tlie impofition of taxes, and the 
permanency of the revenue. 

In regard to the firfl point, the power of 
making, amending, and repealing laws, it had 
long been a qucftion of difputc, whether a bill 
being propofcd by the king, if two houfes 
were for it, and two againft it, the dccifion 
Ihould be left to his majefty : but it was finally 
refolvcd by the llates, and agreed to by the 
king, that under thefe circumftances the pro- 
pofcd bill Ihould not take place ; and that 
when three houfes were of the lame opinion, 

that 
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that opinion fliould be confidered as the fenle 
of the ftates 3 all queftions of privilege and 
taxation excepted, in which the unanimous con- 
fen t of the four houfes Hiould be requifite. 

With refpedt to the fecond point, the power 
of removing perfons from public employments^ 
it was refolved that, whereas the king, in the 
fecond article of the form of government, pro- 
mifes not to ruin any man as to his life and 
honour, body or welfare, unlefs lawfully con- 
vided and judged j under the word welfare 
are included public offices and employments : 
no man, therefore, can be deprived of any 
civil, military, or ecclefiaftical employment^ 
without previous trial or judgment, according 
tx) the laws of the land, excepting thofe public . 
oiBcers of flate, and committees mentioned ia 
the form of government, who are liable, as be« 
fore, to be removed by the king. 

As to the third point, it was decreed, that 
the fubfidies voted at the preceding diet to 
remain in force till the next meeting of the 
ftates, fhould now be continued for four years 
only ; and that one per cent* ftiould be de- 
ducted ; a deduction which, however fmall, 
was made iu order to prove, that the grant of 
the extraordinary revenues depended entirely 

I 2 on 
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on the good pleafure of the diet, and that the 
revenue of the crown was by no means fixed 
and permanent. An important regulation, 
which almoft renders it neceffary for the king 
to fummon the diet in four years, unlefs he 
can render (what is not poflible) his fixed re- 
venue equal to the public expenditure. 

But as an additional proof that the king, by 
the revolution of 1772, was not defpotic, it is 
only necefTary to add, that he has lately ob- 
tained new prerogatives ; and has effefted, with 
the confent of the ftates, fome chanres in the 
form of government, which render him ftill 
more powerful. 

When the king was leading his army into 
Ruflla, and was preparing to befiege Frede- 
ricfham, which if he had taken he might have 
marched perhaps almoft without interruption 
to the gates of Peterlburgh, he was checked in 
the midft of his career by the revolt of feveral 
of his officers, who refufed to pais the limits 
of Swedifh Finland, under the pretence that 
the king had no power to carry on ofFenfive 
war without the confent of the ftutes. 

A defpotic foyeriign would inftantly have 
arrefted and condemned the refradory officers 
to death, have appointed others in their places, 

and 
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and have continued his progrefs again ft the 
enemy. Rut the king, v^^ho was not defpotic, 
arretted the officers, fent them to Stockholm, 
to be tried according to the laws of their 
country, and immediately recalled his troops 
from the Ruffian territory. 

Not long afterwards he convened the ftates, 
laid before them the motives which induced 
him to attack Ruffia, obtained from the ma- 
jority of the four houfes an approbation of his 
conduct, and fupplies for the fupport of the 
war. 

Convinced alfo from recent experience, that 
the king ought to poffefs the power of declar- 
ing ofFenfive war, and of difpofing of all mili- 
tary commiffions under him, he propofed, un- 
der the title of the Ad of Union and Safety, 
feveral alterations in the new form of govern- 
ment. The three houfes of clergy, burghers, 
and peafants, acceded to this a»S j but, as the 
nobles perfifted uniformly in oppofing it, and 
refufed to regifter it as the fenfe of the ftates, 
the king ventured to arreft the principal per- 
fons in oppofition ; and fummoning the ftates 
to his palace, he addrelTed the order of nobles 
jn the following manner : 

** I h^ve waited with every indulgence the 
I 3 iffus 
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** ifliie of your long deliberations, in the hope 
** that patience and refledlion would at length 
** overcome your oppofition. I find, however, 
** that this hope has proved fruitlefs ; knowing 
" that the interefts of my fubjeds will not 
" admit of any longer delay, and as the laws of 
" the kingdom, and the refolutions of the diet 
" in 1786, ftate that every future ad, tending 
" to explain the conlHtution (and fuch is the 
" Ad of Safety) fliould become a law by the 
" plurality of the orders of the ftate, I con- 
** fider that your prefident, Count Lowen- 
haupt, is fully competent to fign the ad, in 
** the name and on behalf of your order." 
Count Lowenhaupt immediately figned it. 
Thefe ftrong meafures were not efFeded 
without the connivance of the three other 
houfes; and the bulk of the people un- 
doubtedh' fided with the klnfj. 

The king hc^s alfo flill further extended his 
own prerogative, and diminiOied the influence 
of the nobles, by abolilhing the fenate, which, 
though deprived of its powers by the revolu- 
tion of 1772, was ftill confidercd as the prin- 
cipal fupport of the ariftocratical intereft, and 
was the great channel of political and judicial 
(lifcufllon. Inftead of a body entirely confined 

to 
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to the nobles, and conftituting the firft fu- 
preme court of juftice, and whofe confent was 
neceflaiy in order to render vaHd all a^fts and 
decrees of the crown, the king has appointed a 
new council, divided into two departments : 

1. Called the court of revifion for judicial 
affairs, or the fupreme court of judicature, 
without appeal, and confifting of fix nobles and 
fix commoners. 

2. For matters of inferior ceconomy, con- 
fining of eight nobles and four commoners. 

But even by thefe increafcd prerogatives, 
conferred on the crown by the Ad: of Safety, 
the king is ftill far from being a defpot, be- 
caufe he does not pollefs, what I cannot but 
confider as the two great features of defpotifm, 
the power of enading laws, and of impofing 
taxes. Though he now enjoys the preroga- 
tive of declaring war and making peace, yet as 
he cannot fupport a war without the grant of 
fubfidies, and as he cannot lay on a fingle tax 
without the confent of the ftates, the declara- 
tion of war muft be confidered as a mere for- 
mality, and as ultimately depending on the ap- 
probation of the ftates. 

It is hot my intention to enter into a con- 
troverly, how far the powers poifefled by the 

I 4 king 
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king of Sweden are too great for the fovereign 
of a free people ; or whether the ftates have 
adted inconfiftcntly or unwifely in granting 
fuch an extent of prerogative : this much is 
certain, that the changes were effected by the 
confent of the majority of the ftates, and with 
the concurrence of the people at large ; and 
that the fame powers which acceded to the 
A61 of Safety may, on fome future occafion, 
limit the royal prerogative, if found to be too 
dangerous to the liberty of the fubjeft. The 
king has but a fmall ftanding army ; the great- 
eft part of the troops confift of a national mi- 
litia, who, inftead of fupporting him in any ar- 
bitrary meafure, would be the firft to oppofe 
him. And as almoft the whole body of the 
nobility, whom he has dilgufted and lowered, 
watch his condudl with a jealous eye, and are 
ready to oppofe his meafures and moleft his 
government; whenever he fummons the ftates, 
the permanence of the king's authority ulti- 
mately depends on conciliating the three houfes 
of the clergy, citizens, and peafants, and on 
the affections of his people. 

The diet, in which refides the fupreme le- 
gillative authority, is compofed of the king, 
whofe prerogatives have been already related ; 

and 
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and the ftates, which are convened at the fole 
will of the crown, and confift of the four 
houfes, 

1. Of Nobles ; 
11. Of the Clergy } 

III. Of Citizens; and, 

IV. Of Peafants. 

I. The firfl Houfe is that of the Nobles. 

They are divided into counts, barons, and 
untitled nobility. A family once ennobled 
continues fo from generation to generation, as 
well in the diredl line as in its various col- 
lateral branches ^ : all poffefs the fame ge- 
neral 

* The reader will excufe the length of the following 
quotation, as well in confideration of the juftnefs of the 
remarks, and its application to the fubjedt in the text, as 
becaufe it clearly and precifely afcertains the difference be- 
tween the Englifti and foreign nobility. 

England is the only country in Europe where the 
" diftin£lion, for inftance, of noble and not noble, is carried 
" no farther than the nature of the government requires it 
" fhould y becaufe there the nobility do not, as fuch, form 

a diftin£t clafs from the reft of the nation. As it is only 
" the head of each noble family, who is there entitled to the 

hpnour? 
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neral privileges j which conlift principally in 
the capacity of being fenators, chamberlains, 
or of holding other civil employments about 
the king's perfon and court, and in an ex- 
emption from the poll-tax. The power of 

" honours and privileges of the peerage, it is not the man 
v/ho can count a long train of titled anceftors, but the 
hereditary legiflator, who is himfelf noble. The younger 
" branches of thefe families, as they have no (hare in the 
legiflature, are but little, if (by courtefy) at all diftinguifli- 
" ed from their fellow-fubjeils ; with whom they and their 
dcfccndants aflimilate, and are foon, if I may fo exprefs 
^ myfelf, melted down into the general mafs of the people* 
« Henc6 thefc become a fort of link, between tlie nobility 
" and the commoners ; a link that, connedling their in- 
^ tercfts, prevents ail divifion between thcfe two orders in 
their capacity of members of the fame fociety, and which 
forms of that fociety a continued chain, no part of which 
can be touched without affecting, by an almoft electrical 
" communication, all the reft. In other countries, where 
thofc who have been once ennobled tranfmit the honours 
and privileges of nobility to all their pofterity alike, tliere 
is no link to conned the nobles to the rcll: of the nation; 
on the contrary, a line is drawn between them to per- 
petuity ; a line which cuts, as it were, the chain of fo- 
ciety in two, the fevered ends of which appear rather to 
repel than attract each other. Hierc, confequently, that 
conjunction of views and inlcrcfts cannot take place in 
the nation at large, to which I have faid a free conftitu- 
tion mullj in a great degree, owe its fafcty." Sheridan, 
p. I4j. 

creatino^ 
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creating new nobility is vefted in the king ; - 
but the number is limited. In a diet held 
under Adolphus Frederic, it was enabled, that 
no additional ones fhould be appointed until 
the families of this order were reduced to 
1200; and at the revolution of 1772 his 
prefent majefty obtained the right of adding 
150. The head of each noble family, in the 
dired line, is by birth a member of this houfe; 
and reprefents, in his perfon, all the younger 
part of that line, as well as the collateral 
branches. If he happens to be a fenator, he 
is incapacitated by his office from a place in 
the diet ; but enjoys the power of transferring 
his feat to another noble. The feat of a re- 
prefentative, who declines attending, is filled 
by the perfon who is next in fucceffion 
As there are about 1200 noble families, if 

♦ Formerly each head had the power of transferring his 
fe3t to any one noble ; but as this privilege gave rife to 
a fcandalous traffic of felling feats (fee Sheridan, p. 159), 
the houffe palTed a decree, prohibiting any reprefentative 
from appointing a noble of another family to be his fubfti- 
tute, to the prejudice of his own family in all its collateral 
branches, any of whom might, in preference tq an alien, 
claim a right of aflifting at a diet, if the chief 4eclined at- 
tending, 

each 
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each head attended, the members prefent in 
the houfe would amount to that number; 
but there being no necefiity for affifting at 
the diet, the reprefentatives vary. In the late 
reign, when their votes were of greater con- 
fequence than they are under the prefent form 
of government, they ufually amounted to 500 
or 600 ; and on a remarkable occafion, when 
Adolphus Frederic intimated a defign of ab- 
dicating the throne, above 1000 took their 
feats. In the late diet of 1778, 700 made their ^ 
appearance 

The nobles ufed to decide by a majority ; 
but in the diet of 1774, the king introduced a 
new mode of voting into the houfe of nobles, 
which promifcd to give great influence to the 
crown ; but which has not anfwcrcd that ex- 
pectation. He divided the houfe into three 

* The governors of the provinces, and the colonels of 
each regiment, attend the fittings of the diet, in order to 
deliver in their reports ; bat they have no vote, excepting 
when they take their feats ; as is ufually the cafe, as repre- 
fentatives in their own right, or by the transfer of the heads 
of noble families. Thefe circumlhnces have induced fome 
authors crroncoufly to aflert that the governors and colonels 
^re, from their offices, entitled to feats and votes in the houfe 
pf nobles. 

claffes ; 
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clalTes : i . Counts and Barons, called Herre 
Clajfen. 

2. The 300 oldeft families, neither Counts 
nor Barons, and the fons of thofe who have 
the title of Excellency, called Riddare^ or 
knights. 

3. The remainder of the nobiUty, called 
Swerne .Clajfen. 

Each of thefe clafles votes feparately ; and 
the queftion is determined by the majority of 
the clalTes. 

II. The fecond Houfe is that of the Clergy *. 

The reprefentatives of this order confift of 
the fourteen bifliops, and a certain number 

of 

* The Lutheran Is the eftabliflied religion of Sweden, 
The members are bifliops, domprojls or deans, proJIs ot 
archdeacons, pajiors or redtors, and comm'inijlers or per- 
petual curates. There are fourteen diocefes^ the arch- 
bifhopric of Upfala, and the bifhoprics of Lindkoeping, 
Skara, Straengnoes, Wcefteras, Wexio, Abo, Lund, Borgo, 
Gotheborg, Calmar, Carlftadt, Hermofand, and Wifby or 
Gothland. The revenues of Upfala and Woefteras amount 
to about 1000 per annum \ and thofe of the loweft bi- 
fhoprics to 300. The biftiops are bound to refidence, 
excepting at the meeting of the diet. The chapters of 

Upfala, 
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of ecclefiaftics chofen in the following man- 
ner : The king's writ being ilTued to the 
chapter or eccleliaftical court of each diocele» 
tlie latter difpatches a circular letter to the 
archdeacon of a diftrid having the right of 
cledion ; and he communicates the fiuTunons 
to the clergymen of his feveral pariflies. Every 
perfun pollefTing a benifice, and eveiy upper 
and under mailer of the royal fchools, is an 
eledor, and may be a candidate to reprefent 
that diftriift *. The eledors meet at fome 
place towards the center of the archdeaconry ; 
and the perfon who has the greateft number 
of votes is chofen reprefcntative. The bi- 

Upfala, Lund, and Abes which are uiiiverfities, are com- 
pofed of the bifbops, dsans, who are always primarii pro" 
f-jjores of divinity, and the other profeflbrs of divinity ; in 
thofe diocefes in which there arc gymnafia^ they confift of 
the bifhop, dean, and the k^ores gymnofn^ or profeflbrs. In 
the dioccfe of Wilby or Gothland, the chapter is formed 
by the bifliop and the neighbouring retStors. — There are 
alfo three fuperintendents, who rank as bifhops, but do 
not fit in the houfe : the firft chaplain to the king ; the 
reftor of St. Nicholas at Stockholm j and the firft chaplain 
of the navy. 

* The iomininijhrsy or perpetual curates, have alfo a 
rljht to chufe one reprefcntative from the comminifters of 
cich dioccfe : but as they arc bound to pay the reprefcntative, 
they fclJom nuke ufe of their privilege. 

{hops 

4 
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(hops are obliged to defray their own ex- 
pences at the fittings of the diet, though they 
ufually receive, in the larger diocefes, 
per day; and in the fmaller lox. : but the 
others rnufl be paid by their conftituents about 
5 J*, or 6 s. per day. The number of the re- 
prefentatives is uncertain, becaufe each arch- 
deaconry has the privilege of fending one mem- 
ber, or of joining v^ith another in the choice 
of one : they have been feldom lefs than 50, 
and have never exceeded 80. 

Ill- The third Houfe is that of the Citizens., 

Sweden contains 104 towns, which enjoy 
the privilege of fending members to the diet* 
Every citizen of thefe towns engaged in trade 
and commerce, being a freeman, and paying 
taxes to the town, is at the age of 21 an 
elector * ; and every citizen, even the loweft 

menial 

* The right of voting depends, in different places, cn 
different qualifications. In fome places it is derived from 
a certain affeffment upon capitals employed in trade ; in 
others from a tax upon land without the boundaries of 
the town, &c. In all cafes, perfons who in this manner 

contribute 
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menial tradefman, who has - been a freeman 
during feven years, or an alderman during 
three, and who has attained the age of 24, 
is qualified to be a reprefentative. Summons 
from the crown being iflued by the governors 
of the provinces, the latter tranfmit them to the 
mayor and aldermen of each town having the 
right of appointing members. The mayor 
aflembles the elecftors in the town-hall, and 
their choice is determined by the majority : 
none but freemen are permitted to be prefent. 
Each reprefentative receives from his con- 
flituents a fmall contribution ; which, in the 
larger towns, amounts to about 1 5 J. ; and in 
the fmaller to 5J-. 4/. or 2s. 6d. per day, 
during their attendance at the diet. The 
number of members, who reprefented this 
order, was never prccifcly the fame. Each 
ftaple town has indeed the right of fending 
two ; fome of the largeft, fuch as Gotheborg, 

contribute largely to the public impofts, enjoy an additional 
number of voices proportionate to the multiples which they 
puy: fuppofmg, for inftance, an annual rate of is, bd. 
qualifies for a vote, any perfon paying. 5 5. has two; lOx. 
four votes ; and fo on. In Gotheborg there are about lOOO 
electors, and fomc rich merchants polTcfs fcveral hundred 
votes. 

Nordkioping, 
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Nordkioping, Geffle, and a few others, three ; 
and Stockhohn always deputed ten * : but 
fometimes one or two fmall > towns joined to 
cleft only one deputy ; and at other times 
each appointed its own members. The ufual 
number feldom fell Ihort of loo, and never 
exceeded 200. 



IV. The fourth Houfe is that of the Pea- 
fants ; whofe reprefentatives are chofen by, 
and from, the following order of fubjedts. 

The definition of a pealant is a farmer 
employed in agriculture, poffeffing land of a 
certain tenure, who has never followed any 
trade, or enjoyed any civil office. This de- 
fcription includes only thofe whofe anceftors 
were alfo farmers ; and does not entitle either 
nobles, citizens, or even country gentlemen, 
though they may purchafe the peafint's eftate, 
either to vote, or to be returned a member. 
The land qualifying the farmer, who is a 

* Of this number four are elected from the mayor and 
aldermen, two from the wholefale merchants, two from retail 
traders, and two from perfons engaged in handicraft trades. 

Vol. IV. ' K peafant. 
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peafant, to be an ele<flor, mufl be either crown 
land, or his own property. The moft valu- 
able of thefe eftates may be worth £.600, 
and the pooreft about jC.30. If the land is 
pofleflTed by two or more peafants, the vote 
is fpht among the feveral proprietors, each 
enjoying that lhare of the vote which is pro- 
portionate to his (hare of the farm * ; but 
each of them is qualified to be a reprefentative. 
The peafants who thus enjoy the privilege 
of nomiiuting deputies, or of being eledled 
themfclves, may be divided into three claiTcs : 
I. Peafants whofe farms confift of crown 
lands, which they enjoy for life upon pay- 
ment of an annual quit-rent ; and from which 
they cannot be removed but for being for- 
mally proved guilty of having negleded their 
culture. Upon the death of the proprietor, 
the leafe is almofl: always granted to the 
cldcll fon. 2. and 3. Pcalants who have 
bought, at fix years' purchafe, either from the 
crown, or the nobility, the perpetuity of their 
farms on the payment of a quit-rent. The 

• Thus a peafant having j\d of an eftate qualifying for 
a vote, has ^\d of a vote : and thcfe fradions are all added 
together, which frequently makes an eledion for a member 
ot the diet a very complicated bufincfs. 

8 mode 
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mode of eledion is as follows : The writ be- 
ing iffued to the governor of the province, he 
fends it to the county judges, each of whom 
fummons the peafants within his jurifdidion 
to meet in the court of jullice, and in his 
prefence, on the day appointed for the eledion. 
The members are chofen by the majority of 
voices. The conftitucnts join in contribut- 
ing the fum of three, four, or five Ihillings 
per day towards defraying the expences of 
their deputy at the diet. The cledors who 
ufually aflemble in each diftrid are feldom 
lefs than 30, or more than 100. The num- 
ber of reprefentatives in the houfe of peafants 
is extremely uncertain, as two diftridls occa- 
lionally unite in fending only one deputy, 
and at other times ele6t two ; but, upon an 
average, they ufually amount to about 100. 

It is a very remarkable circumftance, that, 
in a conftitution fo free as that of Sweden, in 
which even the pealants, as land-holders, are 
returned members to the diet, the countr)^ 
gentlemen, be their landed property ever fo 
large, are not reprefented in the ftates of the 
kingdom * ; have neither any vote in the 

choice 

* The reafon of the country gentlemen being excluded 
from all fliare in the legillation, was, that the form of 

K z governrneai 
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choice of reprefentativcs, nor can be reprefen- 
tatives themlclves : a ftrange inconfiftency, 
tliat thofc perfons, who are juftly efteemed 
the moil: rclpedable and incorrupt part of 
the body pohtic, /hould not enjoy the leafl 
iiiare in the Icgiflature j while many mecha- 
nics and farmers, who are both as unquahfied 
to canvas intricate pohtical qucftions, as they 
are incapable of refifling the influence of bri- 
bery, pollefs that important privilege. Soon 
after the elbhlllhment of the limited mo- 
narchy in 1720 by the ariftocratical party 
wliich r^fed Ulrica Ekonora to the throne, 
many country gentlemen figned an addrefb* to 
th;: diet, rcprefenting ihe impropriety of ex- 
cluding fo important an order of men from 
the Hates of the realm. But as the articles 
of government were finally fettled, their ap- 
plication was not complied with : fo well 
founded and juft, however, were the princi- 
ples of their remonftrance ; that the king, at 
the recommendation of the diet, advanced fc- 
vcral of the petitioners into the order pf no- 
bles. 

government cftablifheJ in 1720, was fuanJcJ 011 the an- 
ticnt conftitution of Sweden; by which the iuiiabitants 
were, as in moft other countries of Europe, divided into 
nobles, clergy, citizens^ and peafants. 

The 
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The ftates of the kingdom, thus compoied 
of the reprefentatives chofen m the manner 
juft defcribed, aflcmble at Stockholm in fe^ 
veral places. The nobles in the houfe of 
nobles ; the clergy in the cathedral ; the citi- 
zens in the town - hall ; and the peafants in 
another apartment of the fame building* 

Having taken their feats, and chofen their 
refpeitive fpeakers, the four houfes repair in 
due form to a hall of the palace ; where the 
king, clad in his royal robes and feated upon 
the throne, informs them, in a fhort ipeech^ 
of the reafons for which they are convened ; 
deliring them to affift him with their advice 
in the prefent jundture of affairs, and delibe-^ 
rate for the good of the kingdom. In anfwer 
to this harangue, the four fpeakers compli- 
ment, his majefty in the nam^e of their refpec- 
tive houfes ; after which ceremony the repre- 
fentatives immediately retire. 

Laws are ena6ted in the following mamier : 
During the fittings of the diet, every member^ 
of the four houfes has tlie privilege of propof-^ 
ing a queflion to the <:onfideration of the af- 
fembly to which he belongs A debate takes 
place upon the motion, which is carried or 
rejected, by a majority. If it paffes in one 

K 3 houfe^ 
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houfc, it is fent by a deputation to each of 
the cchersj and, if alTented to by three, is 
prcfentcd by the four fpeakers to the king : 
his majefly afterwards fummons the ftates to 
the palace, and communicates to them his 
aflent or difTent in form. The latter nega- 
tives the bill, and the former gives to it the 
fanction of a law. If the bill originates from 
the king, it is thus brought in : his majefty 
lays it before the fenators, and having obtained 
their opinions in writing, refers it to the 
difcuffion of the ftates ; ii' they approve it, the 
four houftfs repair to the palace, and com- 
municate their aflent to his majefty ; if it is 
rejcded, they tranfniit their determination in 
writing by their fpeakers, and accompany it 
with the reafons which had induced them to 
diifent. When the king chufes to put aa end 
to the diet ; he fummons the ftates to the 
palace, and dilTolves them by a fpeech. 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. V. 

General Remarks cn the /• Population ; — 
//• Commerce y — III. Revenues and Expendi-^ 
turCy — IV. Bank ^Stockholm; — V. Military 
ejiablijhmnt ; — And^ FL Penal Laws^ of 
Sweden. 

TH E population is perhaps more ac- 
curately afccrtained in Sweden than iii 
any other part of Europe ; which is owing 
to the pecuHar care and attention paid by 
government to obtain a corred regifter of the 
marriages, births, and deaths. For this pui'- 
pole a T^abell Commijjiony or a board for in- 
fpeding and regifliering the bills of mcH-tality> 
refident at Stockholm, was inftituted in 1749 ; 
which maintains a correfpondence with all 
the parifhes and towns in the kingdom. Ta- 
bles are diflributed to the clergymen and ma- 
giftrates for the purpofe of enrolling the mar- 
riages, births, and deaths in their refpe<ftive 
diftridts, and fpecifying the number of inha-s 
bitants at that time fubfifting ; and extraordi- 
nary care is taken to prevent miftakes. 

K 4 The 
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The firll: table is for a general lift of the 
births,' deaths, and marriages ; the fecond for 
the bills of mortaUty ; the third for the num- 
ber of inhabitants. The two former are kept 
by the parifli-priefts, and annually delivered ; 
the latter by the parilh-prieft in the country, 
and by the magiftrates in the towns, and are 
fent to the board at the end of every tlilrd 
year A copy of the two former tables is 
here fubjoined, as their ufeRil tendency is evi- 
dent J and as an inftitution of a fmiilar nature 
could not fail of being highly advantageous to 
every country. 

* The afcertaining of the number of inhabitants is 
greatly facilitated by the poll-tax, and by the care taken by 
the clergy to keep exact regiltcrs. About thirty years 
ago the diet paflcd a law, that every perfon in Sweden, both 
male and female, Ihould karn to read. This regulation is 
confidered as part of the ecclefiaftical difciplinc ; and is 
particularly attended to by the clergy, who examine^ thq 
children in their rcfpc^live pariihes. 



TABLE 



' tofaceFaiti^^i Vol ly* 

TABLE fent by the Government of Sweden into the feveral Provinces, for the Purpofp of 
afcertaining the Population. 



For the Year 17 . . . Lifts of Births, Deaths, and Marriages, 





Births, 










D 


EAT 


H S 










Marriages. 




Legiti. 
mate, 


Illegiti- 
mate. 


Sum 
Total. 


Till the age 
of 10 Incluf. 


Above 10 
years old. 


Married 
Perfons. 


Sum 
Total. 


Divor- 
ces. 


Contrafted. 


Months. 


M. 


F. 


M. 


F. 


M. 


F. 


M. 


F. 


Sum. 


M. 


F. 


Sum. 


M. 


F. 


Sum. 


M. 


F. 


Coupl. 


Couples. 


January, 
February, 
March, 
&c. 








































Sums. 








































Total of all the births in 17 . . 


Total of deaths 







REMARKS. 



The twins are included in the preceding numbers among the 
births ; here thofe women are only enumerated who have 
been brought to-bed of two or three children at a birth. 

Twins 1 Of three children 


Here is marked the age of all women who have 
been brought to-bed. 

— between 15 — 20 yean 

— — 20 — 25 

25-30 

- - 30-35 

35-40 

- - 40-45 

45-50 


Number, 


Here are placed the children born dead, who were not in- 
/ eluded in the births. 

Males 1 Females 






Total 





Perfons who died at paft ninety are 
deaths; but here their feveral 
mentioned. 


comprized among the 
ages are refpedtively 


What fpecics of dlforders were moft prevalent, and at what 
feafon of the year* 

Seafons. | Dlforders moft prevalent at ■— . 






Males. 


Females. 


Spring 1 


Between 90 and 95 








Summer | 


95 and 100 
Above ICO 








Autumn | 








Winter | 


Sums 












Total of the whole year 
















C A 


S U A 


L T I E S. 




Males. 


Females. 




Males. 


Females, 


a. Overlaid by mothers or nurfcs 

b. Parricides 
f. AMnated 

d. Starved to death 
t. Drowned in the fea 
/. Drowned in wells 
^. Perilhed under the ice 






b. Frozen to death 
/. Suffocated by fmoke 
t Suicides 

/. Killed by lightning 

w. Crulhed in felling trees, &c. 

n, Found dead 

0, Left in mines , 

p. &c. &c. &c. 






S;im 1 










'Total 


1 





Here are noted any extraordinary clrcumftances which happened in the three kingdoms uf nature** 
the harveft— price of grain,. &c. 



Lift of malcfaiiors, with their executions and punllhmentJ* 



Bills of Mortality for the year 17—.' 



A^e of the Dcceafed. 


Above a 
year old. 


From 1—3 


From 3—5 


From 5 
-10. 


10-15, 

and fo on 
for every 5 
years to 100 


Total of 
Deaths aod 
their Difor- 
ders. 


Sexes. 


M. 


F. 


M. 


F. 


M. 


F. 


M. 


F. 


M. 


F. 




Fever 
Empyema 
Quinzy 
Stone 

Cirfocele, &c. 
Eryfypelas, Gangrene, &c# 
Suffocation, Apoplexy 
Intermitting Fevers 
Spotted Fever 
Putrid Fever 
Hemorrhage 
Confumption 
Cholic, &c. 
Jaundice, &c, 
Gout 

Convulfions 

Epilepfy 

Scurvy 

Fiftulas, Ulcers 

Dropfy 

Cancer 

Lcprofy, Itch 

Venereal Complaints 

Madnefs 

Old Age 

Child-bed 

Fiux, or Lofs of Blood 
Rafh 

Hooping Cough, Afthma 

Small Pox 

Meafles 

Scarlet Fever 

Indigcftion 

Worms 

Rickets 

Unknown or concealed Diforders 
talualties, &c. 
























of Duihs, Ipecifying Age and 
Sex. 

























Total Deaths of both Sexes 



The 
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The celebrated aftronomer, Mr. Wargentin, 
a member of this ufeful fociety, has piibli/lied, 
in the Tranfadtions of the Royal Swcdiih Aca- 
demy of Sciences, a very clear and jccurate 
account of the manner in which the board 
carries on its correfpondcnce, and collects the 
neceflary information ; and has drawn from the 
fevenl regiftf^rs an average computation of the 
annual deaths. 

From fevcral judicious calculations, formed from the 
regifters of nine fucceflive years, he computes, that, in the 
country, the annual proportion of deaths to births is as i 
to 35j or, if the year is remarkably healthy, to 36 or even 
37 ; and at Stockhohn as i to 20. He adds, that during 
the fame period, there were 2036 men and 3540 women 
above the age of 90; of whom 212 men and 328 women 
were between 100 and 105 ; 31 men and 76 women be- 
tween 106 and no i 22 m^n and 19 women between 11 r 
?.nd 120; one man was 122; and one woman 127. At 
the end is a Jtable of the marriages, deaths, and births, 
from 175s to 1763. We find, in Cantzler's * State of 
Sweden, that, in 1760, the population amounted to 
2,383,113 fouls ; that of tliefe were 162,888 inhabitants of 
towns, exclufive of the nobility and clergy; and 2,220,225 
perfons living in the country, including the nobility and 
clergy ; and that, according to a fair calculation, the whole 
number might be clafled in the following proportion ; 
10,645 nobles, comprizing 3597 under 15 years; 18,197 
ecclefiaftics and their families, and ftudents, including 7073 
under 15; 162,888 inhabitants of towns and their families 

♦ P. 186. Memoires pour fervir a la connoifTance du RoyjMime de 
Swede ; an excellent woik, which; for accuracy and information, cannot 
be too highly recommended. 

engaged 
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mgaged In irtSy manufailurcsy and trades; 2,191,383 in- 
habitants of d:iccouiUryen^pIoyed ia agriculture, the mine^> 
&c. 

I (hall dofe this account with a lift of the births and 
deaths in Sweden, and the number of inhabitants. Thq 
reader will not doubt its accuracy, when he is informed 
that I received it from Mr. Wargentin. 

The lift is clalTcd according to the three great dIvifiQns 
of the Icin^dom. 

In the tirft divifioOy called Sweden Prt>pei:^ comprc- 
heiKling the metropolis, Upland, Sodcrmaiiiand, Nerike^ 
Wcftmanlai^dj Dalecarlia, and ail the provintes tOk die 
North. 



Years. 

J 749 
1750 

1751 

1752 

177+ 
1775 
1776 

1777 



BIRTHS. 



12774 
13708 
15247 

Hi47 

153^+ 
ibi8o 

15220 

15047 



In 1752 
1770 



J2605 

13253 
14518 

13703 

14971 
15097 

14537 
14541 

M .les. 
363541 



Total. 

2537<) 
26961 

29765 

28050 

3^335 

3i«77 

29757 
29588 

419326 



D 

MaTcs. 
10857 
10035 
9916 
I1875 
10029 
10882 
10622 
I2I20 



E A T H 
Fema'es. 
I1622 
lOIIO 
10236 
1 1 948 
106 1 7 
10920 
1 06 2 1 
I2I18 



S. 

22479 

20I4S 
20152 
23823 
20646 
2i8oz 

21243 
24238 



43349+ 480154 



782867 
913648 



In the kingdom of Gothland, comprehending Warme- 
land, WacftcrgothlandjOftergothland, and all the provinces 
fouth of them, with the i(l<^nds of OebnJ and Gothland. 



J 749 
1750 

^751 

'774 

J775 
1776 

1777 



B I R 

17327 
I9III 

200X6 

1 883 1 
19507 

23301 

19016 
19466 



T H S. 
Females. 

16777 
18439 

19510 
18092 
18J78 
19465 

i8i66 
18570 



Total. 

341(^4 
37550 
39526 

36923 
38185 
39700 
37182 
38636 



DEATH 
MaIi?. Feninles. 



13185 

13406 
13166 
12698 
1 1506 
13691 
11999 
13227 



13852 
1 407 1 

'35^4 
12946 

1231 1 

H45<J 
12454 

13797 



s. 

Total. 

27037 
27477 

26750 

25644 

23817 

28147 

24453 
27024 

Number 
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^39 



In 1752 
1776 



Number of Inhabitants. 

Males. Females. Total. 

477079 525781 1,002860 

553I7I 594985 1,148156 



In Finland. 



Years. 

1749 
1750 

I751 

1752 

1774 
1775 
1776 

1777 
1778 

1779 



B I R 

Males. 

8546 
8879 
9508 

9737 
12211 
12296 
12044 
12609 
13614 
14180 



T H s. 

Females. 

8257 
8550 

9342 
9658 
11731 
12167 
11880 
12223 
13202 

13579 



Tofal. 
16803 
17429 
18850 

10395 
2394.2 

244^3 
23924 

24832 

26816 

27759 



Males. 

5827 
5446 

5149 
5698 

6431 
7681 

9361 
9880 

8010 

7223 



E A T H S. 
Females, Total 
5828 



5777 
5326 
5702 
6321 
7782 
9362 

99^5 

7688 

6872 



11655 
11223 
10475 
1 1 400 
12752 

15463 
18723 

19795 
15698 
14095 



Number of Souls rn Finland. 

Males. Femarles. Total. 

In 1752 205002 224910 429912 

1776 298322 3I1823 61OI45 

Lift of Births and Deaths in the whole Kingdom. 



BIRTHS. 

Years. Males. Females. Total. 

1749 38647 37639 76286 

1750 41698 40242 81940 

1751 44771 43370 88141 

1752 42915 41453 84368 
1774 47082 45380 92462 

»775 47492 46030 93522 

1776 46280 44583 90863 

J777 47122 45334 92456 



DEATHS. 

Males. Female;. Total. 

29869 31302 61171 

28887 29958 5884s 

28231 29146 57377 

30592 30275 60867 

27966 29249 57215 

32254 33158 65412 

31982 32437 64419 

35227 35830 71957 



Number of Souls in Sweden. 



In 1752 
1776 

1781 



Males. 
1,045622 
1,284987 

About 



Females. 
1,170017 
1^386962 



Total. 
2,215639 
2,671949 
2,767000 



By 
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By comparing the population of thefe three 
Afferent epochs, the reader will perceive that 
the country has been gradually recovering 
from that exhaufted ftate to which it had been 
reduced by the wars of Charles XII. j and 
that> within the fpace of thirty years, the 
number of inhabitants have increafed 551 ^36 1 > 
or a fifth part of its prefent population. 

IT. The Commerce. A general idea the 
commerce of Sweden will be bell found by the 
following tables. 



t S UM ATE 
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NAVIGATION to and from SWEDEN 
in the Year 178 1. 



• 


Ships 


loaded. 


Entered in 
BaUaft. 


Ships gone out 
loaded 




Svvedifh 


. Foreign 


SweUift). 


ForeijT'.i 


SwcJifh 


L . 

. Foreign. 


Denmaik - - 


357 


iS 


— 


1 


368 


1 1 


Dantzic - - 


HI 




— 


— 


97 


I 


England 


8S 




8 


8 


235 


77 


r ranee - - 


50 


5 


— 


I 


>55 


4 


Holland . . 


37 


I 


— 


— 


53 


I 


Koniglberg . 


222 


5 


-> 




»5' 


« + 


Mediterranean 


S3 








43 




Pomerania 


256 


«/ 






185 


7 


Portugal - . 










68 


> + 


Rullia . . 


509 


10 






524" 


'9 


Spain 


10 








>3 




Germany - . 


274 


i3 






41S 




Weft Indies . 


2 








I 








1 








1 



In 




H3 



balance in favour of the 
former is found, amount- 
ing to - - ^ 360^437 ^9 

To which is to be added 
the national gain by the 
Eafl: India commerce - 6ijiii 18 lol 

Freights gained in the Me- 
diterranean by Swedifh 
(hips, according to the 
beft and moft authentic 
accounts, to - - - 50,000 o o 



Silver, gold, and divers fo- 
reign coin imported this 
year ^ - - - - - 



• 111,844 5 iij 



Intereft, proviiion, and bro- 
kerage for loans made 
or renewed abroad, as 
well as intcreft for the 



iSee Appendix. 



divers 
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£, S. 

divers funis which Swe- 

difh merchants owe, and 

credit given them by fo- 
reigners on part of the 

imports of this year, 

amount, according to the 

moft probate .accounts, 

to - - - 50,000 o o 
Annual prefents to the 

powers on the coaft of 

Barbary, and other ex- 

pences relating thereto, 

as well as appointments 

and falaries of confuls in 

thcfe places, and of the 

Swedilh minifter at Con- 

ftantinople - - 13,189 18 if 
Smuggling, and frauds in 

declaring the amount of 

the merchandizes at the 

cuftom-houfe - - 125,000 o o 
Balance in favour of Swe- 
den - - - 171,515 14 4 

£.471,549 18 4i 



The 
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III. The revenues of Sweden are chiefly 
drawn from the rents of the royal 4e- 
mefnes ; part of the great tythes ; a poll-tax * j 
duties upon exports and imports ; upon mines 
and forges ; upon diftilied fpirits ; deductions 
from falaries, penfions, and places ; tax upon 
chimnies ; and the monopoly of falt-petre. 

Thefe revenues amount to fomething more 
than ^.1,000,000 fterling, but may, on an 
average, be taken at .^.1^050,000 a year: 
they have been much augmented fince the 
revolution in 1772, as they did not then 
amount to more than ^.750,000, or at moft 
* ^.837,500. In this £. 1,000,000 however 
are not included the rents of land immediately 
alTigned for the militia eftablifhment and 
failors, and for the pay or falary of the go- 
vernors of provinces, and their otScers ; thefe 
rents, levied directly by thofe to whom they 
are atTigned, amount at leaft to >C- 3^0,000 or 
^.350,000. 

* About IS, 3^. each perfon. The poll-tax is paid by 
every perfon, male and female, between the ages of 15 
and 63 ; excepting the nobles and their domeftics ; foldiers 
and government failors ; and every married couple among 
the lower clafs of farmers of a certain defcription, having 
four children, of which the youngeft is under eight years 
q{ age. 

Vol. IV. L The 
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The chief articles of* Swedifh revenue arc as 

follow ; 

£, s. d. 

Royal demefnes - - 146,250 . o o 

Poll-tax - - 56,250 o o 

Duties on export and im- 
port _ . - 154,166 10 o 

Extraordinary taxes granted 

by the ftates - - - 30,416 10 O 

The brandy, being a re- 
gale - 4i>54i 10 o 

The pofl office - - - 1 9,000 o o 

Stamped paper - - - 12,250 o o 

Tythes on corn - - 1 9*500 o o 

Ditto on iron, copper, 
filver, allum, brimftone, 
vitriol, mines, and lime 
furnaces - - - 16,812 10 o 

The royal lottery - - 17,750 o o 
And above twenty or thirty other fmaller 
articles, which amount however to about 
£.500,000. 

The expences were regulated in 1773 to 
anfwer exadly the revenues j but they have 
4 ever 
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ever exceeded them, and there is a confidcr- 
able annual deficiency, which has not hitherto 
4[)een made up otherwife than by loans or an- 
ticipations, and muft oblige the king to call 
the ftates, in order to find means to extin- 
guifh that increafmg debt, by any new re- 
fources which may make the revenues more 
adequate to the expences ^. 

The average expences amount to 4^7531X26 
rix-doUars, or 1,188,281. ioj*. 

The chief articles of expenditure in the year 
J 784, were, 

1. The king's court, includ- 
ing that of the queen - 7^>7S^ 10 o 

2. The military, viz. the 
garrifon regiments, the 

militia not included - - 70,336 5 o 

* The diet of 1788 granted a loan towards liquidating 
the debt occafioned by the annual deficiency, gave fupplies 
for carrying on the war, and laid on additional taxes; 
namely, fix per cent, on houfe rents ; eight per cent, on all 
places from ten rix-dollars, or £.2. lOs. to 100 rix-dol- 
lars, or £. 25 per ann. ; on titles 5 and three copper dollars, 
or io|i. oneachwindow-liglit. 

L 2 3. Ammu- 
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jr. s. d. 

3. Ammunition for ditto - 26,791 15 o 

4. Clothing ditto - - 24,500 o o 

5. The artillery - - - 16,548 10 o 

6. The navy, the new 

buildings included - -118,138 10 o 

7. The fortrefles and en- 
gineers - - - 19,701 o o 

8. The gallies, &c. being 

feparate from the navy - 25,699 10 o 

9. Towards the expences of 

the king's travels - - 50,000 o o 

10. Ships new building, ex- 
tra - - - - 35»3i6 10 0 

11. Annual fum of extraor- 
dinaries left to the king's 
own difpofition, according 

to the form of government 25,000 o o 



Amongft 
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Amongft numerous fmaller articles that make 
up the reft of jf. 1,188,281. los, the 
whole of the expences, I note the fol- 
lowing : 







s. 




I. Drotnineholm - 


5,129 


10 


0 


2. The prince royal 


2,700 


0 


0 


-J. The king's ftables 


4*755 


0 


0 


4. The prince royars fta- 








bles - - - - 


612 


5 


0 


c. Income of prince 








Charles _ - - 


12,034 


0 


0 


6. Income of prince Fre- 








deric Adolphus * 


4>375 


0 


0 


7. The princefs - * - 


6,647 


0 


0 


8. The - - - 


4>927 


0 


0 


9. The guards 


11,931 


15 


0 


10. The life dragoons - - 


6,143 


5 


0 


1 1 . The fenate - - - 




5 


0 


12. The parliament of 








Stockholm 


5,080 


5 


0 


13. Penlions and gratifica- 








tions - - - 


7>937 




0 


L3 






AU 
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All that has been faid hitherto about the 
finances relates only to Sweden, Finland and 
Pomerania not included: Pomerania is en- 
tirely feparated in the accounts and eftimates, 
as its expences are to be defrayed from its own 
revenues ; but Finland, though feparated from 
Sweden in the yearly eftimates, is, however, 
fupported by the Swedifli revenues, out of 
which about ^. 1 2,500 annually make up the 
deficiency in the Finland revenues : this defi- 
ciency arifes chiefly from the great expences 
occafioned by the fortrefs of Sveaborg, the 
military, and the gallies. The revenues of 
Finland amount to >r. 1 00,000 per annum, and 
its expences to 1 12,500 j to which mull be 
added the rents of land configned to pay the 
militia, governors, &c. which may amount 
to between >C.?5,ooo and ^T. 30,000 fterling. 



RECAPS 
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RECAPITULATION. 



The revenues of Sweden - 1,050,000 

of Finland - - 100,000 

ofPomerania - - 50,000 

The rents of lands in Sweden 300,000 

in Finland 7 - 25,000 



The total income of the 

Swedifh revenues amount to 1,525,000 

This- fum, in cafe of neceflity, might be 
confiderably augmented, partly by new taxes 
granted by the Hates, thofe now paid being 
very moderate j partly by free gifts from 
the bank of Sweden, out of its annual profits, 
which are confiderable, but cannot be difpofed 
of without the confent of the ftates. 

IV. The bank of Stockholm owes its origin 
to Mr. Palmfhut, a merchant, who carried 
on a very extenfive trade, and poflelTed great 
property in iron mines. He eftabliflied at 
Stockholm a bank for the purpofe of exchang- 
ing and lending money, divided into two 
departments for thofe different purpofes. As 
he was the only banker at that time in the 

L 4 kingdom. 
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kingdom, his correfpondence was very exten- 
five; and his credit was fo well fupported 
by his private fund, and the profit of his iron 
works, that the notes which he iffued at the 
intereft of eight per cent, for a term of ten 
years and upwards, were circulated through 
the kingdom, and received as ready cafh by 
the trading part of the nation. 

But in procefs of time, feveral counter- 
feit notes being iffued, many of his debtors 
refufing either to reimburfe the capital or to 
difcharge the intereft, the goods and pawns 
upon which the money was lent being too 
numerous to be difpofed of to advantage, and 
the proceedings of the courts of law too dila- 
tory, the bank was drained of calh, and its 
credit in danger of finking into difrepute. 

In this dilemma Mr. Palmlliut applied 
to Charles XI. explained the general ftate 
of his bank, proved that the fund was by 
no means deficient, but that unlefs he could 
recover what was due he ftiould be in dan- 
ger of becoming bankrupt. He intreated, 
therefore, the king to take the bank under 
his royal diredion j and demonftrated, that 
by certain regulations the money could be 
recovered, the accounts fettled, and die loffes 
entirely repaired. 

The 
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The king approved the propofal, took 
the bank under his own protection, and ap- 
pointed Pahnfhut director. 

His majefty having eftablifhed the credit 
and fecurity of the bank, transferred the di- 
rection to the ftates of the kingdom af- 
fembled in 1688, declared himfeif and his 
fucceflbrs protedlors of the bank, but re- 
nounced all interference or influence in dif- 
pofing of the money, under any pretext. 
The ftates being thus declared guarantees, 
proprietors, and direClors of the bank, fe- 
veral regulations v^ere made, of which the 
following were the principal : 

That the bank fhould lend money upon 
good fecurity, at the intereft of eight per 
cent, and fhould pay for all money borrowed 
only fix per cent, j that the debtors fhould 
difcharge intereft upon intereft, but that 
the bank (hould not pay intereft upon in- 
tereft; that all the king's revenues fhould 
be depofited in the bank, but without re- 
ceiving any intereft. The bank was em- 
powered to illue notes not exceeding the 
value of thirty-fix dollars copper mint, or 
loj-. ; and it was finally refolved, that the 
ftates, or thofe whom they fhould depute, 
Should have the power of infpedting the ac- 
counts. 
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counts, and of inquiring into the nature of 
its conftitution. By thefe regulations the 
credit and riches of the bank increafed to 
that degree, that towards the clofe of the 
laft century it became the univerfal dc- 
pofitory of the whole kidgdom, both as to 
public and private circulation, and lowered 
the intereft from eight to feven per cent, 
and afterwards to fix, four, and three per 
cent. In return, the intereft for all money 
borrowed, or depofited in the bank by way 
of loan, was like wife leflened from fix to 
four and an half, three, and two per cent. 

The large quantity of copper money then 
current in the country being by reafon of its 
bulk and weight extremely inconvenient, ren- 
dered the circulation of bank notes advantage- 
ous to trade and commerce. 

The bank fupplied Charles the Twelfth 
with fuch confiderable fums from 1714 to 
171 7 that the revenues arifing from the tolls 
and cuftoms were infufficient to pay the inte* 
reft, and there was a confiderable deficiency. 

Thefe fupplics greatly diminiflied the pub* 
lie opinion in favour of the bank, and would 
have undermined its credit, if the king, upon 
the rcmonftrancc of the ftates, had not mort- 
gaged 
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gaged certain revenues of the crown, for the 
purpofe of difcharging the intereft. His 
jnajefty at the fame time declared, that all 
the revenues then mortgaged fhduld remain in 
the hands of the bank, until the debt fhould be 
fully difcharged ; and promifed, that he would 
not, on any pretext or emergency, have again 
recourfe to the bank for money, except for 
fuch as belonged to the crown. By this ftep 
the credit of the bank was in fome meafure 
retrieved) but its ftock was too far drained 
to repair entirely its former credit, until Baron 
Goertz undefignedly contributed to it by a 
fcheme in every other refped detrimental to 
the nation. In order to fupply Charles with 
money for his conftant wars, Goertz hit upon 
the following defpotic expedient : He compeU 
led perfons firft, by means of fines and penal- 
ties, and afterv/ards by a fpecies of torture, to 
deliver up their plate, jewels, and coin. In 
return for thefe effedls they received copper 
currency, called myntellen^ or figns of coins, 
each weighing only one-third of a ftyver^j 
but pafTmg for a filver dollar, or ten-pence, 
of which it was only a 96 th part. 

The public finding their property thus 
forcibly torn from them, and receiving no 

other 

/ 



156 TRAVELS INTO SWEDEN. B. 7. 

Other equivalent than a debafed currency, 
which fell fliort of its nominal value, fecretly 
transferred their plate, jewels, and money, 
to the bank, relying on his majefty's folemn 
promife, that the bank (hould be exempted 
from the interference and infpcdlion of the 
crown. Baron Goertz, confidering this mode 
of proceeding as fraudulent to the crown, en- 
deavoured to prevail upon his majefty to feize 
the money and effects depofitcd in the bank ; 
but the king not only pofitively refufed to 
break his royal word, which he had folemnly 
pledged to his people, but even forbade Goertz 
from laying before him any propofals that 
might tend to the prejudice of the bank. 

In this crifis of affairs the bank received 
fuch large funis of money, great part of which, 
being placed for fecurity, paid no intereft, t 
tliat the profits were very confiderable. This 
flourilhing Hate of affairs induced the bank, 
by order of the ftates, in 1741, to prefent the 
king with a donative of j 00,000 filver dollars, 
or jC' 8,333, 4'^» to furnifh him with 
500,000, or ^.41,666, without intereft, to- 
wards carrying on the war againft Ruffia. Since 
that period it has frequently advanced large 
fums of money to the crown and to the board 
of manufactures, by order of the ftates. 

The 
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The bank is divided into two departments, 
the one called Lce?ie or loan, and the other 
Wexel or exchange bank, each keeping its 
accounts as feparate as if they were two diftind: 
eftabHfhments, but each mutually fupplying 
the other as occafion requires, i 

The loan bank lends money upon mort- 
gages or pledges in the following manner : — 
Gold and filver in block, copper, brafs, and 
lane bank fedlar^ or certificates of having lent 
money to the bank, being confidered as nearly 
the fame value as ready money, the proprietors, 
on depofiting tjiofe pledges in the bank, receive 
the full value, on the payment of three per cent, 
annual intereft. 

Formerly jewels were received as pledges ; 
but as the bank was once confiderably de- 
frauded in that article, and on account of 
their fluftuation in value, they are no longer 
admitted. 

As iron is a principal article in the ex- 
ports of Sweden, and as the working of the 
mines is attended with confiderable expence, 
and the fale of the iron uncertain, the bank 
receives that metal as a proper fecurity for 
a loan. The iron being duly appraifed, and 
lodged in the public warehoufe, the pro- 
prietor receives three-fourths of its value at 

the 
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the intereft of three per cent. ; and when 
he cm find an opportunity to difpofe of his 
iron, it is again dehvered to him, on pro- 
ducing a certificate from the bank that the 
loan upon it is duly difcharged. 

Mortgaged lands and houfes, being of a 
Icfs certain value, pay an intereft of four per 
cent, on the money borrowed ; and for the 
purpofe of liquidating the debt the following 
regulations were adopted : 

All borrowers upon mortgaged lands and 
houfes ihall pay fix per cent, yearly : of this 
fum four per cent, is the lawful intereft ; 
and the remaining two per cent, is annu- 
ally deducted from the capital; by which 
means the original debt is annually dimi- 
nifhing. 

The IFexe/ or exchange bank exchanges 
and ifi'ues bank notes, difcounts bills, receives 
and alfigns the money depofited for intereft 
or fecurity, and difcharges the intereft of two 
per cent, on all money placed in their hands. 

Towards the latter end of the reig-n of 
Adolphus Frederic, the bank notes were 
iflued in fuch large numbers, and many of 
them at fo low a value as is. 6d. that 
fcarcely any fpecie was left in the kingdom ; 
the bank was fo drained of cafh as not to 

be 
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be able to exchange its notes but in copper 
money, and paper was almofl: the only cur- 
rency. 

For the purpofe therefore of preventing 
a total bankruptcy, with which the nation 
was threatened, and calling in and paying 
the paper currency, the ftates in 1766 voted a 
loan of 3,000,000 rix-dollars, or ;(^. 750,000, 
to efFedt the realization of the bank notes, 
and to circulate a fufficient quantity of fpecie. 

As a farther fecurity againft the encroach- 
ments of the crown, a former regulation 
was confirmed, that the bank Ihould annu- 
ally advance to the king 250,000 for the 
revenues of the current year, and ftiould re- 
pay itfelf from the revenues of the fubfe- 
quent year j but that no more money fhould 
be lent to the crown under any pretence 
whatfoever. 

Many fchemes calculated to reftore the 
credit of the bank being counteracted by party, 
the diet in 1772 configned to the king the 
difficult province of realizing the bank notes, 
and reforming the currency, which his ma- 
jefty happily effected. 

In 1777 and 1779 the ftates confirmed 
the realization efFeded by the king, and 
made feveral new regulations in relation to 

the 
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the bank, which tended to fecure its credit, 
and rendered it ftill farther independent of 
the crown. 

The principal regulations were as fol- 
lows : That only ^.250,000 Ihould be annually 
lent on eftates, above; what was already ad- 
vanced ; that the eftates already mortgaged 
ihould, on failure of the payment of one 
year's interefl: at the appointed time, be im- 
mediately fold by audion, the debt to the 
bank difcharged, and the remainder paid to the 
proprietors ; that the loan on the -mortgaged 
eftates fhould not be continued when the faid 
eftates were fold or transferred without the 
confent of the bank ; and that on the fuc- 
ceffion or transfer of fuch eftates two per cent, 
of the mortgaged property (hould be paid to 
the bank. 

The independence of the bank on the crown 
was ftill farther eftabliHied by the diet of 1784, 
which fettled the following regulations : 

A committee of revifors was appointed for 
the purpofe of fuperintending and infpedting 
the accounts. This committee confifts of a 
certain number of perfons chofen by the three 
houfes of nobles, clergy, and burghers, from 
their refpedive orders, who continue in office 
till the meeting of a new diet, when they are 

either 
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either renewed or confirmed. They affemblc 
once every three years, and continue fitting 
• not more than a month. They infpedt the 
general ftate of the bank, compare the accounts 
of the diredors, and obferve that no abufes 
have been committed, and that the regulations 
of the ftates have been followed* 

But as by the new conftitution the calling 
of the ftates entirely depends upon the will of 
^ the king, and as a great length of time might 
elapfe in the intervals of the diet, it was care- 
fully provided, that the crown (hould not have 
the fmalleft part in the appointment of a va- 
cant revifor's place. The mode of elcdlion is 
as follows : 

Of the nobles the vacant place is filled by 
the remaining noble revifors, and by certain 
deputies nominated by the houfe of nobles at 
the diet, who continue eledlors until the meet- 
ing of the next diet. • 

On a vacancy among the ecclefiaftical re- 
vifors, the clergy of Stockholm notify the 
vacancy to the confiftories in each province, 
and appoint the day of eledlion. The new 
revifor is chofen by the majority of the feve- 
ral confiftories* 

On a vacancy among the revifors of the or- 
der of burghers, the magiftrates of Stockholm 

VoL.iV. M notify . 



J 62 T'RAVELS INTO SWEDEN. B. 7. 

notify in the fame manner the vacancy and day 
of eledion to all the borough towns ; which 
likewife choofe the new revifor either by de- 
puties or letters. 

No country perhaps has ever, in a greater 
degree than Sweden, experienced fuch fevere 
diftrelles from a want of gold and filver fpe- 
cie ; from a fcarcity even of copper money 
and its enormous bulk ; and from the fludu- 
ating value of the bank notes, which at one 
period formed almoft the only currency. 
Thefe evils, noticed by many tnivellcrs who 

have 

♦ On account of the advanta^^cs attending the expor- 
tation cf the copper money, the intrinfic value of which 
was fupcrior to its nominal, and the immenfe number of 
bank-notes, there was fcarcely any thing but paper cur- 
rency. At one period even private (hopkeepers iHUed 
fmall prijucd notes, fome fo low as id. 2ci. or 3^. value> 
which they gave in exchange for the bank-notes. 

I The reader will cafily conceive the prefcnt improve- 
ments of the coin by the following paflacre in Mr. Wrax- 
airs T our which he made in 1774, only live years before 
I vifitcd Sweden. " Whatever quantity of precious me- 

tals they have in the metropolis of this kingdom, I have 

not yet feen one bit, however fmall, cither of gold or 
' " filver, in my long journey from Helfimborg to this place; 
" nor have they, I am well aflUrcd, any fuch commodities 

in rhc provinces. In lieu of thcfe t\vo articles, generally 
" ufcd amongft us, tlicy have two other articles which fup- 

ply 
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have written upon Sweden, and which threa- 
tened a total bankruptcy, are now entirely 
removed by the king ; to whom the ftates of 
1772 configned the difficult province of re- 
forming the currency • His majefty having 
obtained in Holland a loan of ^.750,000, 
called in a confiderable part of the bank- 
notes, and introduced fuch a plentiful fupply 
of filver coin, remarkable for its purity and 
convenience ; that in ithe courfe of my pro- 
grefs through Sweden, I found not the leaft 
difficulty of procuring, even in the diftant 
provinces and fmalleft towns, lilver money in 
exchange for gold or bank notes. The king 
has alfo, in a great meafure, abolifhed the 
numerous and complicated modes of pecuni- 
ary computation, which varied in different 
places, and under different circumftances ; and 
has enjoined one fimple fpecies of reckoning 

ply their place, namely, copper and paper. Their bank 
" notes are as low as one (hilling and fixpence ; and they 

have them of all values, rifmg gradually from that fum. 

It is often not a little diverting, when I tendered them 
" one of fifty copper dollars, which is adequate to 12 s. 6d. 

to fee them bring both their hands full of copper coins ; 

nor can they convert it into current money by any other 
" means/' WraxalFs Tour, p. 96, 



to 
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to be general throughout the kingdom, and to 
be indiicriminately ufed on all occafions ^• 

V. The military eftablilliment. 

The Swedifh army is divided into national 
mihtia and garrilian regiments. The latter, 
or troops upon the German footing, are com- 
pofed of natives and foreigners duly inlifted^ 
and are Rationed in the feveral garrifons, and 
receive their pay in money. Although the 
national militia hrfl: took a regular form under 
John IIL yet its fixed eftabliiliment, as it 
^fubfifts at prefent, was fettled by Charles XL 

* They computed, on different occafions, and in different 
parts of the kingdom, by tons of gold, filver dollars, copper 
dollars, rixdollars, plotes^ ftivers, runftics, or cehres, Ibme 
whereof were imaginary, while the intrinfic worth of others 
waj6 different from their real, A ton of gold = 100,000 filver 
dollars, or 300,000 copper dollars, filver money being of 
triple value to copper money; a rixdollar =r 5;. ; a plote 
rz I J. filver dollar =: lod. ; a copper dollar zz 3^^/. 
= 10 ftivers and 2 runftics; a ftiver r: i farthing and { 
zz J runftics or copper cehres. The new mode of compu- 
tation introduced by his majcfty, is by rixdollars, fKelins, 
and runftics. A rixdollar =155. Contains 48 fkelins, and a 
flcclin 12 runftics.' This mode has been adopted by go- 
vernment, . and will, in proccfs of time, become general ; 
though the people are, from long habit, fo attached to their 
antient complicated manner of reckoning, that they will 
not readily renounce it. ^ 

That 
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That prince refumed the grants of the crown - 
demefnes which had been laviflied by his pre- 
decefTors : fome he reftored, on condition that 
the proprietors of a certain portion fhould 
furnifh a foldier ; others he allotted for the 
maintenance of the officers. It was alfo en- 
acted during his reign, that the lands thus 
affigned for the fupport of the national mili- 
tia, Ihould for ever remain appropriated to 
that purpofe j and thefe regulations were fur- 
ther confirmed and augmented in 1723, with 
the additional claufe, that they Ihould be con- 
fidered as a fundamental part of the conftitu- 
tion, and fhould never be aboliflied. 

In order to comprehend the nature of the 
Swedilh militia, it is neceflary to obferve that 
the kingdom is divided into difLrids, which 
are refpeftively bound to furnifii and main- 
tain a ftipulated number of troops. With 
this view, each holder of a certain quan- 
tity of crown-land, called a Hefumariy pro- 
vides a foldier ; alTigns for his maintenance 
a fmall portion of ground, a cottage, and a 
barn ; and allov/s him 100 copper dollars, or 
jT.i. 7 J*. 8i^. per annum, a fuit of coarfe 
clothes, and two pair of fhoes. When the 
foldier is abfent, either with the army in time 

M 3 of 
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©f war, during the annual reviews, or is em- 
ployed in the fervice of government; the 
landholder cultivates his ground * for the fub- 
fiftence of his wife and family ; and, when he 
is prefent, may call upon him to work at the 
rate of the common wages beftowed upon a 
labourer f. Upon the death of the foldier, 
his widow and children are obliged to cede 
the ground and houfe to his fucceffor, whom 
the landholder is bound to provide within the 
fpace of three months upon pain of being 
fined. 

With refped to the cavalry, a certain num- 
ber of himmatis are joined to furniih a man 
and horfe fully equipped, and to maintain them 
both. 

* In my route through Sweden, I flopped to examine a 
portion of ground appropriated to the maintenance of a cor- 
poral of infantry: it meafured 147 yards in length, and 117 
in breadth ; but as it was in general a deep fand, only part 
was capable of being advantageoufly cultivated, fo that it 
was by no means fufficicnt for the fubfiftcnce of the cor- 
poral and his family. 

t On an average a man's wages may be reckoned at 
5 \d, per day ; excepting in harveft-time, then they arc fcl- 
dom Icfs than 11 d. .ind fometimes as high as i j. lod. for 
mowing in the fertile and well-cultivated provinces. A 
woman may gain .ibout 3 J. per day. 

Befide 
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Befide 4J. 2d. annually paid by the pro- 
prietors of each he^iiman^ towards defraying the 
expence of the foldiers uniforms, fome crown- 
demefnes are fet apart for the fame purpofe, 
but in fo fmall a quantity, as to be fcarcely 
adequate to the charge of clothing two regi-, 
ments. On this account, as the national 
troops are not, in time of peace, under arms 
for a longer fpace than three weeks, they are 
feldom provided with new uniforms oftener 
tlian once in eight or nine years. Upon a 
fimilar principle, the officers of thefe national 
troops receive, inftead of their pay in money, 
certain eftates in land, called bojiccllcj which 
are fituated in the fame province to which the 
regiment belongs. They are allowed an ad- 
ditional appointment in corn from the king's 
tythes. Each province being divided into a 
number of hcmmans fufficicnt to fupport a 
regiment; the fmaller provinces furnifh the 
regiments of infantry, and the larger thofe 
of cavalry. The eftate appropriated to the 
colonel is fituated towards the center of the 
province, and of the grounds affighed to his 
regiment ; that of the captain in the middle of 
thofe belonging to his company ; and in a 
fmiilar gradation to the corporal. 

M4 In 
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In every year, either before or after the har- 
veft, when the peafants are leaft employed, 
the companies of each regiment are feparately 
aflembled for a fortnight or three weeks. 
The landholder is obliged to tranfport the 
man and his baggage to the place of rendez- 
vous J and fupport him during his ftay at the 
review. Befide thefe annual encampments, 
once in three years a general review of each 
regiment takes place. The men are alfo con- 
ftantly exercifed on Sundays after divine fer- 
vice in fmall parties, and in larger corps for 
fbme time before the encampment, but more 
particularly in Spring. If, in time of war, 
thefe troops march out of the country, the 
crown receives the ufual contributions from 
the landholder, and provides the foldiers with 
clothes, provifions, &c. 

In the Spring of 1779 the following was 
nearly the ftate of the Swedifh arrtiy ; 



^ E C U L A 
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REGULAR TROOPS. 

Nine * regiments of infantry - 9,000 

Two of cavalry - - 800 

Artillery - - - 2,900 

Total of regular troops - - 1 2,700 



NATIONAL MILITIA. 

Twenty-one regiments of in- ? 

r , f 24,000 

rantry, about - - - 3 

Seven of cavalry _ - - 7,400 

Light dragoons - _ - 3,400 



Total of national militia - - 34,800 

47,500 



Total of regular and national J 



troops 



* The largeft regiments contain 1670, the fmalleft 
1000, and are divided into companies. The ftafF-officers 
are, a colonel, lieutenant-colonel, two majors, a quartef- 
mafter who ranks as captain, and two adjutants.— Each 
company of 150 men has a captain, lieutenant, enfign, 
five non-commiffioned officers, and fix corporals, the latter 
of whoni ar« included in the 150, 
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VI. I fliall clofe this chapter with a few re- 
piarks on the Penal laws. 

There are four fuperior courts of juflice, 
called Hof-raitt : at Stockholm for Sweden 
Proper; at Joenkocping for the kingdom of 
Gothland at Abo for South Finland j and at 
Vafa for North Finland. No fentence of death 
paffed by the inferior courts can be carried 
into execution, unlefs ratified by thefe tribu- 
nals. 

Every fmall town has one court of juftice, 
called Radftugu-rajtt ; and every large town 
two, one whereof is alio denominated Radltu- 
gura:tt, and the other Kaemners-raett. In 
Stockholm there are four Ka^mners-raetter for 
the four diftridls of the city. 

The inferior tribunals are Kiamars Ra^iter, 
which afl'emble, as occafion requires, in the 
principal towns ; and the Hcirads Ratt, or a 
kind of aflizes, are generally held three times in 
the year, under the county judges. It may 
not be unintcrefting to mention in this place, 
that, in the latter, there is a kind of jury con- 
fifting of twelve peafants, chofcn by the dif- 

trid. 
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trid, and confirmed by the governor of the 
province : they continue in office for life, and 
feven of them form a court. In all criminal 
cafes the judge demands their opinion, v/hich 
prevails againft his decifion if they fhould be 
unanimous. But this inftitution according 
to pradice, is a mere formality : for the jury- 
men in the criminal courts * are fo ignorant 
and poor, that moft of them pay an implicit 
deference to the dictates of the judge j their 
fentiments have only force Vv^hen they all 
agree ; and they are not, as vvrith us, obliged to 
be unanimous. The fupinenefg indeed, and 
paffivenefs, of thefe infignificant retainers of 
juftice is fo notorious, that a man, remarkable 
for his indolence and inattention, is commonly 
faid to be as Jleepy as a juryman. 

The ufual modes of execution in Sweden 
are beheading and hanging. Every criminal 
capitally convided is indulged with the pri- 
vilege of petitioning the king : they either 
complain of unjuft condemnation, and in that 
cafe demand a revifal of their fentence : or, if 
they allow themfelves to be guilty, may im- 

* In civil procefles, the jurymen are not fo infignificant; 
being for the moft paxt the richeft peafants. 

plore 
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plorc pardon, or a mitigation of punifliment. 
So mild are the penal laws, that feveral of- 
fences, which in other countries are confidered 
as capital, are chaftifed by whipping, con- 
demnation to bread and water, imprifonment 
and hard labour ; more than 1 20 ftrokes of 
the rod are never inflided ; nor is a criminal 
Sentenced to bread and water for more than 28 
days. 

Many flagrant abufes in the courts of juftice 
have been reformed and corrected by the pre- 
fent king. In all cafes of high treafon, it is 
enjoined that "previous notice muft be fent to 
the crown before any court can commence an 
inquiry : an ordinance which has put a ftop 
to many frivolous and vexatious accufations, 
that ufcd to be brought againft the fubje<5l. 
Before the acccflion of his prefent majefty, it 
was very common for perfons indidtcd, but 
not convided, of crimes, to fuffer an imprifon- 
ment of feveral years without being tried : by 
the abolition of many tedious forms in the 
prefent reign, every crin^inal is arraigned within 
a fliort period after commitment, the good ef- 
fedls of which alteration require no comment. 
His majcfty has increafed the falaries of the 
judges, ai>d configncd their (hare of the fines 

inflided 
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inflidted by their decifion to other ufes : by 
this judicious regulation he has greatly leffened 
the corruption and injuftice which neceffarily 
prevailed in thofe tribunals; for the fcanty 
incomes of the judges expofed them to bribery ; 
while a (hare in the fines rendered them in- 
terefted in convidling the criminal. The king 
has "alfo promoted the rights of humanity, by 
fuppreffing, in 1773^ the cruel and abfurd 
practice of torture, which was employed for 
the purpofe of obtaining a confeffion of guilt 
from fufpeded perfons. 

One excellent regulation in the courts of 
Sweden deferves to be mentioned, and adopted 
in all countries ; it is, that a criminal is tried 
tvithout the leaft expence to the plaintiff or 
defendarft. The profecutor denounces a per- 
fon fufpefted of guilt to the king's officer of 
juftice, who carries on the procefs at the pubr 
lie charge. 



CHAP 
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CHAP. VI. 

Departure from Stockholm.— Defcription of 
Upfala. — j^nticnt palace. -^Catajirophe of 
the Sture family. — Madnefs o/' Eric XIV. 
— Cdtkcdral. — Tiomb and characler f Guf- 
tavus Vafa. — Genealogical table of the kings of 
Sweden Kn defendants. — T^omh of John III. 
— Catharine Jaghellon. — Bcnedidl Oxen- 
ftiern. — Laurentius YzXxi.-^Account of the 
miverfty. — Public Library. — Codex Ar- 
genteus. — Vifit to profejj'or Bergman.— 
Royal Society. — Morafteen, ant lent place of 
enthronement for the kings of Sweden. 

ALTHOUGH my ftay in Sweden was 
limited, I was unwilling to quit the 
country without vifiting Gctheborg, the moft 
commercial town next to Stockholm, and 
viewing the canal of TrolhaEtta, which had 
been reprefcnted to me as a mofl: llupcndous 
work. My companions preferring to fee the 
mines of Fahtun and Dannemora, I quitted 
them at Stoc!;holm, and rejoined them at 
Carllcrona. Having purchafcd an open cart, 
§ the 
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the common travelling vehicle in this coun- 
try, w^hich was rendered more commodious^ 
by two arm-chairs hung upon fprings ; I fet 
out early on the 4th of March, accompanied 
by a Swedifh fervant, who fpoke French, as 
my interpreter; and arrived the fame day at 
Upfala, which is diftant about 45 miles from 
the capital. 

Upfala, which ftands in the beginning of 
an open plain fertile in grain and pafturc, is 
a fmall, but very neat town, containing, ex- 
clufive of the ftudento, about 3000 inha- 
bitants. The ground plot is extremely regu- 
lar : it is divided into two almoft equal parts 
by the fmall river Sala ; and the ftreets are 
drawn at right angles from a central kind of 
fquare ; a few of the houfes are built with 
brick and ftuccoed; but the generaHty are 
conftruded with trunks, fmoothed into the 
ftiape of planks, and painted red, and the roofs 
are covered in with turf. Each houfe has its 
fmall court-yard, or garden. 

Old Upfala, which is a place of high an- 
tiquity, and occurs in the earlieft accounts of 
thefe Northern countries, is fuppofed to have 
flood at a fmall diftance from that which now 
bears the fame name j and was much cele- 
brated 
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brated as the principal place of facrifice in 
times of Pagan fuperftition, and the refi- 
dence of the high-prieft of Oden *. The pre- 
fent town, or New Upfala, is far anterior to 
the foundation of Stockholm : no authentic 
records, indeed, afcertain the exad time of its 
origin j but feveral Swedifh antiquaries have 
with much probability conjedured j that it 
was at firft a fuburb of Old Uplala, and rofe 
upon its ruins, when that town became de- 
ferted, and fell into decay -|-. 

Upfala was formerly the metropolis of Swe- 
den, and the royal refidence. The antient pa- 
lace was begun in 1549 J by Guftavus Vafa, 
and completed by Eric XIV. It was a fpa- 
cious and magnificent building, until great 
part of it was, in 1702, confumed by fire. 
The remains, which ftand upon an elevated 
fcitc, and command a fine profpedt of the 
adjacent country, confift of a wing, a fmall 
part of another, and the principal front, which 
has been repaired, and is covered with a red 
ftucco. An old entrance, vafl: malles of ruins, 

♦ Siiorro Sturlenfis Hift. Reg. Norweg. Vol. I. c. 76. 
Dahlin's Gcfchichtc von Sweden, Vol. I. paffim, 
t Perinfkioldi Upfala Nova. 
X Ibid. p. 317. 

arches, 
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arches, vaults, and large piles of brick and 
mortar, afe evident traces of its antient fplen- 
dour. The room in which the diet of Swe- 
den ufed to alTemble is now converted into a 
granary j and affords no other proofs of its 
former importance than its dimenfions, be- 
ing 140 feet in length, and 90 in breadth. 
The few remaining apartments in the wing 
which is not entire, are ufed as the common 
jail for criminals. Underneath are three dun^ 
geons, which were formerly appropriated to the 
confinement of ftate prifoners j the moft re- 
markable of whom was count Svante Sture, 
defcended from an ancient family, which 
had given feveral adminiftrators to Swe- 
den ; and which, before the eleilion of Guf- 
tavus Vafa, had the faireft pretenfions to the 
throne. Upon a door of one of thefe dun- 
geons my conductor pointed out feveral cha- 
racters coarfely notched, which, according to 
tradition, were made by count Svante in the 
agony of his diftrefs, and as a memorial of 
his grief for the death of his fon. The fight 
of thefe characters, and the name of Sture, 
brought to my recolleClion the fudden ex- 
tinction of that much injured family^to which 
thefe walls were a witnefs ; and the gloomy 
Vol. IV. N madnefs 
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niadncfs of Eric XIV. which occafioned that 
dreadful cataftrophe. The miftrufl: and fuf- 
picion which that unfortunate monarch had 
conceived againft the nobility of Sweden, in- 
crcafing with the diftrefles of his reign, hur- 
ried him at length into a ftate of infanity: 
he faw a plot in the moft common occur- 
tences; and gave implicit credit to all the 
idle rumours of intended revolts, artfully fpread 
by his favourites to intimidate or exafperate 
him. 

Tlie Stures, as the principal family in the 
kingdom, had long been the chief objed: of 
his jealoufy, and had already felt fome un- 
warrantable ads of authority. Nicholas, the 
fon of count Svante, had lately experienced 
the following inftances of his tyranny and 
caprice. Being, in 1566, cited by Eric be- 
fore the diet, on a charge of mifcondu6l at 
the fiege of Bohus, he was found guilty, and 
condemned to death. The king, however, 
inftead of fuffering the fentence to be in- 
flidted, or of remitting it entirely, afted with 
his ufual inconfiftency. He ordered him to 
be carried in mock proceffion through the 
ftreets of* Stockholm ^vlth a crown of ftraw 
upon his head ; and yet, loon after this public 

affront. 
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affront, he again received him into favour, 
and appointed him an embaffador to the court 
of Loraine. But I haften to the event which 
gave rife to this detail, the imprifonment and 
extindlion of the Sture family. Upon the 
flighteft fufpicions merely derived from ru- 
mour, and fome fuborned w^itneffes, count 
Svante and his fons Eric and Nicholas, and 
feveral other perfons • of the firfl: diftindlion, 
v^ere in 1 567 accufed of confpiring againft 
the life of the king, arrefted, and confined 
in the palaqe of Upfala, While their trial 
was yet pending, a report being fpread that 
his brother John, whom he had imprifoned 
at Gripfholm, had efcaped from confinement; 
he fuddenly repaired to the apartment in 
which Nicholas Sture was confined, and fa- 
luted him with the appellation of traitor : 
the young count endeavouring to appcafe his 
fury by throwing himfelf at his feet, the king 
ftabbed him in the arm ; the other, drawing 
the dagger from the wound, kiffed it and 
prefented it to Eric, who, unmoved with fuch 
an affeding inftance of loyalty, repeated the 
blow, and ordered his fervant to finilli the 
murder. Seized with an inftantaneous fit of 
remorfe, he fiew to the dungeon of count 

N 2 Svante, 
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Svantc, and I'aliing at his feet, called him his 
friend, exclaiming in an agony of defpair, 
*' In God's name, I entreat you to forgive 
" what I have committed againft you." — 
** Willingly," replied the old count, melt- 
ing into tears of conipaflion, " but if my 
** fon's life is in danger, you muft anfwer 
" for it before God."— "Yes, yes," replied 
the king in a tranfport of rage, " I was fure 
** that I fliould never obtain your pardon ;" 
then giving orders to the jailer to fecure the 
count, he halllly quitted the palace in a pea- 
fant's drefs j and, accompanied by a few guards, 
roved about the country in a, frantic manner. 
Dennis Bury, his pr-jccptor, overtaking him 
at a fmall ^diihmce from the town, fell pro- 
ftrate at his feet, and conjured him to fpare 
the lives of the noble prifoners ; a petition 
wliich proved as fatal to himfelf as to the 
pcrfons for whom he interceded: for Eric 
gave figns to one of his guards, who killed 
Bury upon the fpot ; and difpatched imme- 
diate orders to the jailer at Upfala fof the 
execution of the prifoners : orders of a mad- 
man, which were but too readily obeyed, and 
which extirpated at once the ancient family 
of the Stures. 

Mean 
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Mean while, Eric wandered about the woods 
in a ftate of remorfe and dlllradtion j and was 
difcovered on the fourth day after his de- 
parture from Upfala by his wife Catharine : 
file found him in the parfonage of Odenfala, 
wild with grief and defpair*, and fcattering 
money among the people who were alTembled 
upon this melancholy occalion. The prefence 
of his beloved Catharine operated like a charm: 
fhe calmed his agonies; prevailed upon him. 
to take nourifliment and repofe, and accom- 
panied him to Stockholm, where he gradually 
recovered his fenfes -f. Soon, however, re- 
lapfing into his former ftate of miftruft and 
flifpicions, his adminiftration became fo weak 
and odious, that, in the following year, he 
was depofed by his two brothers, who united 
their forces aeainrt him. lohn afcended the 
throne which Eric had fo unworthily filled. 
In another place, I lhall have occafion to 
mention the circumftances of his imprifon- 
Uient and death ;|;. 

* Einem wildem Thier aehnllchcr nls cinem Menfchen. 
Dahlin. 

t See Dahlin's Gcf. Vol. III. p. 5il,.Vc. Cclfius Hift. 
d'Eric XIV. Liv. 9. 

X See Chap. IX. of this book. 

N 3 Upfala 
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Upfala is an archiepifcopal fee, and one of 
the moll: antient Chriftian eftablifhments in 
Sweden. Everinus was the firft bifhop j by 
birth an Englifliman, he came in 1026, into 
this country at the requeft of king Olaus 
Scotkonung, in order to aflift in converting 
the natives of Old Upfala to ChriAianity 
The fimilarity of the Englifh and Swedifli 
languages is mentioned as the motive which 
firft brought Everinus, and afterwards feve- 
ral of his countrymen, into thefe parts as 
preachers of the GofpeL He was no lefs qua- 
lified for this talk from the meeknefs of his 
difpofition, than from his knowledge of the 
Swedilh idiom ; not forcing, as was but too 
ufual, the natives to embrace the Chriftian 
do^lrincs by violence and pcrfecution ; but 
introducing the Gofpel by perfualion and ex- 
ample. His fuccelfors in the fee relided for 
the moft part at Sigtuna, until 1 1 20, when 
Nicholas Ulphfon fixed the rcfidence at Old 
Upfala. Stephen, a native of Eaft Gothland, 
the fevcnth bifhop, was the firft archbilhop : 
he was railed to that dignity in .1164, iind 
died in 11 85. Falko, who was confecrated 

♦ See Dahlin, Vol. II. 468, &c. . 

in 
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in 1267, and expired in 1276, firft trans- 
ferred the refidence to New Upfala. The 
immediate occafion of this change in the 
archiepifcopal feat was the deftruftion of the 
cathedral at Old Upfala by a violent fire 
in 1246, which was foon afterwards begun 
to be rebuilt on the fpot where it now 
ftands 

In the center of the town flands the ca- 
thedral, a large building of brick : the archi- 
tecture is in the Gothic ftyle, excepting two 
towers of later date, which are ornamented 
with fmall marble pillars of the Doric order, 
and which disfigure the general fymmetry of 
the other parts. This cathedral was begun 
in the middle of the 13th century, under the 
diredtion of Stephen Bonneville, a French ar- 
chitect "f-, who followed in its conftrudion 
the model of the church of Notre Dame at 
Paris. It has feveral times been greatly da- 
maged by fire, but has been as frequently re- 
paired. 

Upon entering the cathedral I beheld with 
the greateft reverence, and even a degree of 

* Perinfk. Chap, II. and IX. 

t Perinflc. Mon. Ullarakcnfia, p. 18. 

N 4 enthufmflic 
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enthufiLiftic admiration, the fepulchre which 
covers the venerable afhes of Guftavus Vafa ; 
it Hands in a private chapel, and is an oblong 
monument of marble, with pyramids at each 
angle * : his figure is reprefcnted in marble 
between thofe of his two firft wives Catharine 
and Margaret, whofe remains are interred in 
the fame tomb. 

Born in a private ftation, and bred in the 
fchool of adverfity, Guftavus obtained and 
deferved a crown by the firft of all titles, the 
gratitude of his countrymen, for a feries of 
long and faithful fen^ices. Sweden was in- 
debted to him for her deliverance from a 
foreign yoke, and from the opprelTions of a 
tyrant ; for the abolition of an elcdive, and 
the eftablifliment of an hereditary monarchy ; 
and for the introduction of the proteftant re- 
ligion. An infcription upon the tomb in- 
forms us, that Guftavus was born in 1490; 
chofen adminiftrator of Sweden 1520 j eleded 
king 1523 ; crowned 1528 ; and that he died 
1 00, in the 70th year of his age, and in the 
40th of a glorious reign. Equally great in 

* There were four pyramids ; but one having fallen 
dov/Hj there are only three remaining. 

the 
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the public charafters of a legiflator, warrior, 
and politician, he diftinguiflied himfelf in 
every ftation of life ; whether \ye confider his 
cool intrepidity and enterprifing fpirit, his 
honeft integrity and political fore-fight, his 
talents for legiflation, his propenfity to letters, 
and encouragement of learning, his affability 
to the lowefl: ranks, and his folid and en- 
lightened piety. All his great qualities, fet off 
by a majeftic and graceful perfon, and ftill 
further heightened by the moft comnianding 
eloquence, drew the efteem and admiration of 
all ; fo that it may be juftly faid of him, that 
the moft arbitrary monarch never exercifed a 
more unbounded fway over his vaffals, than 
Guftavus poffeficd from the voluntary affec- 
tion of his free-born fubjeds. In a word, he 
was a fovereign who was efteemed by fo- 
reigners no lefs than by his own people, by 
contemporaries as well as by pofterity, one 
of the wifeft and beft that ever adorned a 
throne. Befide feveral infcriptions, and a Latin 
epitaph in Hexameter verfe, two genealogical 
tables are engraved upon the tomb, which 
trace his lineage from the antient princes of 
the North : as if his great virtues did not re- 
fled. 
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fled, rather than borrow, luftre upon the 
moft confpicuous anceftry. Guftavus is the 
father of a line of kings, called from him the 
Houfe of Vaf^, whofe pofterity, as enumerated 
in the following table, flill fways the Swedifli 
fceptre. 



Genealogical 



Genealogical Table of the Rings of Sweden of the Houfe of Vasa. 



1. GusTAVus Ericson Vasa, b. i^jo; king 1623; d. 1560: married, 1. Catiiarineof SaxeLauenbM; 2. MwetLevonhufwd' 

3. Catharine Steiabock. 0 ^ b ; , 

p— T ^ 



III Eric XIV, b. 1533; depofed 
'1568; d. 15)7; mar. Caiha. 
rinc Mans. 



CUSTAVUS, 

,b.i568j 
i it; RuHia 
1607. 



SiGRIDA, m. 

Count Tott, 



III. John III. b.ijjjjklng 
1568, upon the depofition 
of Eric; d. 1552: m. i, 
Catharine Jighcilon prln- 
cefsof Poland; 2. Sum- 



IV.SicisMOND,b.i566j 
k. of Poland i ^Sjj 
of Sweden 1592; 
dethroned 1604; d. 
1632 ; m. I. Anne 
daughter of the arch- 
duke Charles; 2. her 
filler Conllance. 

^A- _. 



niila Bielka. 



V. CHMLEs!X.b.i550i king upon the dethronement 
of Sigifmondj d.i6ii;ni.i.M.iriaprincchP4li. 
tine ; 2. Chriftina princds of Holllcin, 
A 



1 



John duke of Eall 
Gothland, b.1589, 



Catharine, b.i5S|;d.i6j8; 
m. Cabir prince Palatine of 
the Rhine. 

, A 



VI.CuSTAVU$ADnL?HUS,b.I554; 

d. 163:; m, Maria Ebnori 



Ladisiaus IV. kin» 
of Poland. 



JohnCasimir, 
k. of Poland. 



John Albert. 



r 



Christina Magdalen, 
m. Frederic VI. mar- 
grave of Baden Dur. . 
lac. 

L , 

I 

AlbertivaFrederica, 
m. Chrillian Auguliui of 
the Houfe of Holllein- 
Eutin. 
^ ^ 



XIV.CustaIusIII. 
b. iH^j ni. 
1766 Magdalen 
Sophia princrfs 
of Denmark; 
alTallinated 
March 1792. 



Charles dukeofSuder. 

manland, b. 174S; m. 
Hedwige princefs of 
Lubet. 



VIII, Charles X. Cuftavus duke 
of Deuxpontsj king 1654, 
upon the abdication of Chrif- 
tinaj d. 1660; ra. Hedwige 
Ilconora princefs of Holftein. - 
Cottorp. 



VII. Christina 
b. 1626 j ah 
dicated 16^4 
d. at Ron 
1% 



I 



IX. Charles XI. b. 1655; d. 1697; m. Ulrica Eleo* 
nora daughter of Frederic ill. king of Denmark. 



. Adolphus Frederic, b. 1710; 
bilhop of Lubec 1727; king 
1751; d. 1771; m. Louifa Ul- 
rica daughter of Frederic William 
king ofPruflia. 

^ — 

I 

Frederic duke of 
Eaft Gothland, b, 
1750, 



I — 

Hedwige Sophia, b.i63ij 
ra. Frederic duke of Hol« 
llein Gottorp. 



X. Charles XII. 
b. 16^2; 
d. 1718. 



Sophia Albertinaj 
b.1753. 



Charles Frederic, b. 1700; d. 
1739; ra, Anne daughter of Peter 
the Cleat. 

1 

CharlisPeterUlrich, emperor of 
Ruiiia, under the name of Peter ill. 



XI. Ulrica Eleonora, 

b, M\ queen up> 
on the death of 
Charles Xli. abdi- 
caied in 1721 in fa. 
vour of her huf. 
band, 

XII. Fkediric Prince 
HeffcCaHcl. 

Ulrici d. i74ij 
Frcdi.ic 175K 



XV. Gustavus Adolphus II. b. Nov. i, 177?. 

Vol. IV. 



In 
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In an adjoining chapel repofe the afhes of 
his fecond fon John III. who afcended the 
throne of Sweden in 1568. He did not 
owe his elevation to his own great or emi- 
nent qualities, but folely to the infanity of 
his brother Eric XIV. whom he contrived to 
depofe. This uxorious fovereign, the de- 
generate fon of Guftavus Vafa, foon loft: the 
affedion of his fubjeds by his weak and im- 
prudent conduct, and by his attempts to re- 
cover Sweden to the Roman Catholic reli- 
gion. His tender confcicnce, though it did 
not prevent him from poifoning his brother 
Eric , yet induced Ijim to pay a moft fcrupu- 
lous obedience to the ridiculous penance - or- 
dered by the pope for the commiffion of that 
murder. Though a bigot in all fedls, he 
feems to have formed no fettled principles of 
religion, but became by turns a Proteft:ant 
and a Catholic, as he was governed by per- 
fons of different perfuafions. During his 
father's reign he was a zealous Lutheran ; 
while his firft: wife Catharine lived, a fmcere 
Catholic; upon his fecond marriage with a 

* Namely, to faft one day in the week ; a penance, 
which, it is faid, he never omitted. Dahlin, Vol. IV. 
p. 8o, 

Swedilh 
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Swcdi/h lady, who was a Lutheran, his zeal 
for the eftablifhment of the Roman doftrines 
fubfided ; and at his death he exprelTed an 
almoft total indifference for the introduction 
of that new liturgy, which he had before 
been fo adlive in enforcing, to the hazard of 
a civil war. A {\\ort epitaph, after an ex- 
aggerated defcription of his military reputa- 
tion, afcribes to John an accomplilhment 
which he pofTelTed in an eminent degree, the 
knowledge of languages. It might have 
added, an extenfiv^e erudition in all branches 
of literature, more indeed ^, according to 
the expreffion of a Swedidi hiftorian, than 
became a fovereign, a graceful perfon, and 
the moft winning: afFabiHty of manners. He 
died in 1592, neither regretted nor efteemedj 
configning to his fon Sigifmond king of 
Poland, together with his unpopularity and 
fuperllition, the fceptre of Sweden without 
authority ; a precarious polTeirion, foon to be 
fcized by the father^ of Guftavus Adol- 
phus. 

^ Dalilin. 

+ Charles IX. fourth fon of Guftavus Vafa, who is lefs 
known for his own merits, which were highly dcferving of 
2 crown, than for being the father of an hero who gave 
law to Europe, 

Under 
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Under a fiiperb monument, eredcd to her 
memory by her doating hiifband, is depolited 
the body of Catharine Jaghellon, princefs of 
Poland, and confort of John III. a womaa 
of great beauty and elegant manners. By 
her unfortunate afcendancy over her uxorious 
lord, llie occafioned all the religious feuds 
which difgraced his adminiflration ; and, by 
inftilling the moft intolerant principles into 
hir fon Sigifmond, entailed upon this king- 
dom all the civil troubles wliich diilraded his 
reign ; and which ended in the lofs of his 
Swedifli crown. Her attachment to the Ro- 
man Catholic religion, in which flie had 
been educated, was as fmcere as it was firm ; 
and would not have been mentioned to her 
dilcredit, if flie had not been inflamed with a 
blind rage for making profelytes by compuU 
fion, which cliaradlerizes the bigotted pro- 
fcffors of that perfuafion. Her death, which 
happened in 1583, was friendly to the peace 
of Sweden; as her compliant hulband, when 
no longer inflamed by her prefence, cooled ia 
his attempt to force Popery upon his fubjeds ; 
and the heats of religious difpute, which flie 
had kindled into a flame, fubflded for a 
time. 

In 
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In a fmall chapel is the 'fepulchre of the 
Stiires, that illuftrious family whofe extindlion 
has been already related. The afhes of the 
three Stures, who fell a facrifice to the ty- 
ranny of Eric, are diflinguifhed by a monu- 
ment, which was ereded by the widow of 
count Svante ; it contains, befide feveral epi- 
taphs in hexameter verfe, a pathetic infcrip- 
tion in Latin profe. The fubftance whereof 
is as follows. 

" This is the burial-place of the laft re- 
" maining branch of the Stures, whofe an- 
" tient and royal lineage was illuftrated by 
*' Steno, Svante, and Steno, three fucceffive 
" adminiftrators of Sweden ; defervedly, for 
" their merits and virtues, ftyled Fathers of 
** their country. But Svante, fon of the 
" letter Steno, railed to the dignity of count 
" at the coronation of Eric XIV. and his fons 
*' Nicholas and Eric, both eminent in war 
" and peace, fell vidims to a violent death on 
" the 4th of May, 1566. All that was 
" great and noble could not foothe the iron 
" heart of their lovereign. Reader ! if tliou 
** art not equally vjnfeeling, deplore the un- 
" merited catalbopiie of fuch exalted vir- 
" tue." 

7 A tomb, 
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- A tomb, erected in honour, pf count Oxen- 
ftiern, has been miftaken by fome travellers 
' for that which covers the afl^ies of Axel, the 
celebrated chancellor of Sv^eden ; who di- 
recfled the adminiftration of ^ affairs under 
Guftavus Adolphus, Chriftiaa,. and Charles X. 
one of the greateft men that -Sw^eden, fertile 
in great men, ever produced. But his re- 
mains were depofited in another place 
The perfon who lies interred ipi this cathedral 
is his nephew Benedict Oxe'nlliiern, who feems 
to have inherited the political abilities and 
great integrity of his , uncle. Benedift was 
born in 1623, and- enjoyed the favour of four 
fucceflive fovereigns) '^alL^of whom had the 
higheft confiderationv-'^r his talents and abi- 
lities. After filling. >.1^eral great offices, he 
was raifed, in i638itio\the higheft civil em- 
ployment, tlie chancellor fliip, and died in. 
1702, in full poffelfion of his mafter's confi- 
denoe and the people's efteem. 

Falko, the firft archbifhop who was in- 
terred in this church, v/as a great benefactor 
to the fee ; and is the fame perfon mentioned 

♦ Axel Oxenftiern died at Stockholm in Auguft 1654; 
and his remains were carried to Tyholm, and there interred 
in the family vault. Mem. de Chriftine, Vol. I. p. 

483. 

in 
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in the former part of this chapter, who, irt 
1273, transferred the epifcopal feat from Old 
to New Upfala. He alfo caufed the bones 
of his predeceffors to be tranfported from their 
burial-place in Old Upfala, to the cathedral ; 
where they were depofited with great folem- 
nity and many ceremonies 

The firfl Proteftant archbifhop was Lau- 
rentius Petri, of the province of Nerike, who, 
in conjunction with his brother Olaus Petri, 
firfh preached the reformed dodtrines to the 
Swedes ; and tranflated the Bible into his 
native tongue. Soon after the eftablifhment 
of the Reformation, the introdudion of which 
was greatly owing to his labours, he was, in 
1 53 1, confecrated archbi(hop ; and continued 
to fill the fee with credit until his death, 
which happened in 1570, in the 73d year of 
his age. 

In the fjcriftary of the cathedral are con- 
tained feveral relics, both facred and hiftori- 
cal. The latter confift of a few curiofities, 
which I fliall particularize, from their allufioa 
to the hillory of Sweden* The firft is an 
old log of wood rudely carved into the re- 

* Pcrinflciolcl, p. 135^ 

femblance 



r 



C. 6. t; p s A L A. 193 

feniblance of a head fcarcely human, and 
called the image of the god Thor, formerly 
worfhipped in thefe parts, and to whom human 
facrifices ufed to be offered at Old Upfala. 
That this image is of very high antiquity 
fhould feem evident from its rude workman- 
fhip ; and it. may probably have been one of 
the deities to whom the fuperftitious inhabi- 
tants paid their public homage; as, in early 
ages, and amid a barbarous people, the idols 
are in general of the coarfeft form. With 
refped to the figure, I fhall obferve, that 
Dahlberg, in his Suecia Antiqua et Hodierna, 
has given an engraving of it by far too ele- 
gant to bear much refemblance to the origi- 
nal i but the reader will find a more accurate 
delineation in Perinfkiold's Monumenta Vila- 
rekarenjia, in which no foreign embellilhments 
are added. 

A whetftone, feveral feet in length, next 
attracted my attention ; which, as tradition 
relates, Albert, who in 1434 afcended the 
throne of Sweden, fent in mockery to Mar- 
garet of Waldemar, recommending her to 
(harpen upon it her own fword, and the wea- 
pons of all her army : a taunt which he would 
willingly have retraced, when routed and 

Vol. IV. 0 taken 
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taken prifoner by the very woman whom he 
afFedled to defpife. 

The third curiofity was a ragged ftripe of 
Hnen, faftened to a ftaff Hke a pair of colours, 
called the fliift of Margaret ; v/hich was car- 
ried in battle as the main ftandard, in order to 
animate the troops by the recollection of her 
martial fpirit. Thefe remains were preferved 
at Nuremberg, brought from thence when 
that town was taken by the Swedes, and 
depofited in the cathedral of Upfala, in ho- 
nour of the Semiramis of the North. How 
this fliift was firll procured by the inhabi- 
tants of Nuremberg, why it was there con- 
fidered as a relic, and the exad period when 
it was imported into Sweden, I muft leave to 
be afcertained by thofe who are difpofed to 
trace its hiftory and adventures. I did not 
learn, however, that it has ever had the ho- 
nour of giving a name to any particular co- 
lour, like the fliift of Ifabella queen of Caf- 
tile. 

The kings of Sweden were formerly crown- 
ed in this cathedral ; but that ceremony is 
now performed at Stockholm, Ulrica Eleonora 
being the laft monarch who was inaugurated 
at Upfala, 

.This 
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This town is particularly celebrated for 
its univerfity, the moll: antient in Sweden. 
In 1246 Birger Jarl eftabliflied a fchool at 
Upfak; and in 1478 Steen Sture, admini- 
ftrator of Sweden, laid the firft foundation of 
the univerfity; the plan whereof had been 
formed, but not carried into execution, by 
Eric of Pomerania : the regulations were mo- 
delled after thofe of Paris. The inftitution 
was confirmed in a diet which met at Strasn- 
gnaes on the 2d of July ; and the univerfity 
was opened with due ceremony on the 7th of 
Odtober in the fame year *. Guftavus Vafa 
warmly patronized it, as being the place in 
which he had completed his education ; and 
as it was greatly fallen into decay, he confer- 
red upon it fo many additional privileges, and 
endowed it in fo ample a manner, that he 
is juftly called its fecond founder. Under 
John III. it was transferred to Stockholm j 
but again reftored to Upfala by Charlps IX. -f* 
During the conftant wars in which that prince 
was engaged with his rival Sigifmond king of 
Poland, it confiderably declined j but was 

• * Dahlin, Vol. II. p. 610. 

t Meff. Scon. Illuf. Tom. IV. p. 37. Dahlin. 

O 2 again 
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again revived by Guftavus Adolphus, whofc 
extenfivc knowledge and protection of letters 
are loft in the fplendour of his military at- 
chievements. That great monarch, befide 
conftrudling a large building at his own ex- 
pence, endowed the univerfity with his patri- 
monial eftate of Vafa ; by which donation the 
falaries of the profeflbrs were augmented, and 
150 ftudents maintained. His example was 
followed by his fuccelTors, as well as by fe- 
veral individuals } and as the funds have in- 
creafed, the number of fcholars fupported by 
them have been confiderably enlarged. 

At the head of the univerfity is a chancellor 
(who is always a perfon of high rank and 
confequence), chofen by the profefibrs, and 
confirmed by his Majefty: he regulates and 
explains the ftatutcs ; compofes all material 
differences ; and delivers all petitions and mef- 
fages from the body to the king. When he 
is abfcnt, his office is fupplied by the arch- 
bifhop of Upfala. The prefidency devolves 
by rotation upon one of the profelTors, who 
is ftylcd ReBor Magnijicus : he is a kind of 
juftice of peace ; can puni(h the ftudents for 
fmall delinquencies, by fending them to pri- 
fon; and fettles fuch differences as are too 
trifling to be laid before the confiftory. 

The 
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The univerfity has its own court of juftice, 
called Conftjlorium MinuSy for the trial of the 
ftudents and dependents : it is compofed of a 
certain number of profeffors j and judges mif- 
demeanors according to common law. An 
appeal lies from its decifion to a Confijlorium 
Majus, which is formed by all the profelTors ; 
and from that in the laft refort to the pro- 
vincial court of juftice. The profeflbrs are 
about twenty-four in number, of whom the 
principal are thofe of divinity, eloquence, bo- 
tany, anatomy, chymiftry, natural philofophy, 
aftronomy, and agriculture. Their falaries are 
from ^.70 to jf. 100 per annum. Upon a 
vacancy in any of the chairs, one of three 
candidates, chofen by their body, is nominated 
by the king. During each term the profef- 
fors give four public ledures in the week 
gratis i and the fame number of private lec- 
tures, for which they receive from each of 
thofe, who attend, the ftipulated fum of five 
fhillings. A profelTor, who has continued in 
office for the fpace of thirty years, is allowed 
to retire with the title of Emeritus ; and en- 
joys his falary during life. 

Youth are admitted into the univerlity of 
Upfala at about the age of fixteen, for the 

0 3 completion 
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completion of their academical ftudies. They 
do not inhabit, as in our univerfities, any dif- 
tind college or colleges, there being no build- 
ings for their accommodation, but lodge in 
the town j and repair to the general or pri- 
vate ledtures, given by the feveral profeflbrs, 
either at their own houfes, or at the public 
halls appropriated to fuch purpofes. The 
poorer ftudents are aflifted in their expences 
by being appointed to fcholarfhips, called y?/- 
fendia; fome founded by the crown, others 
by private perfons, but generally allotted for 
the natives of particular provinces. The high- 
eft in value of thefe fcholarfhips amount to 
about jT. 1 3 per annum. The common de- 
grees, granted by this univerfity, are Philo- 
fophia Candidatusy which anfwers to a Ba- 
chelor of Arts J and PhiloJophi<^ Magijier, 
to a Mafter of Arts. A ftudent ought to be 
24 years of age, in order to be admitted to his 
lirft degree ; but this rule is not ftridtly ob- 
ferved. Before he receives it, he muft under- 
go feveral examinations from various pro- 
feflbrs; and compofe a Latin thefis, which 
he is bound to defend in the fchools. Having 
taken his firft degree, he may immediately en- 
ter upon his exercifes for the fecond j which 

confift 
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confift in another Latin thefis, in holding a 
public difputation, and reading a lecture in 
the fame language. The graduates in di- 
vinity, law, and , phyfic, are ftyled Theologiay 
&c. Candidatusy Licenttatusy and DoBor. The 
dodtors of law and phyfic, in order to obtain 
their degrees, pafs certain examinations, and 
hold public adts in their refpedive profeflions, 
fomewhat fimilar to thofe pafTed by the maf- 
ters of arts j and the fame forms are required 
fronft the dodtors of divinity ; unlefs, as is the 
ufual , pradtice, they are created by the uni- 
verfity upon the king's mandate. 

There is no academical difcipline j the ftu- 
dents being only liable to be puni(hed by the 
prefident and confiftory, according to the 
common law, for mifdemeanors and delin- 
quencies. One inftitution, however, preferves 
fome degree of order and fubordination, the 
divifion of the ftudents into provincial clalTes 
according to their refpedlive counties. Each 
clafs has a profeflbr at its head, called /«- 
JpedfoKy and two fubdiredlors, ftyled Curatores : 
the other members are divided into Senior es 
and Juniores ; the former of whom attend to, 
and in fome meafure regulate, the condudt of 
the latter. Each clafs afi!embles feparately, in 

0 4 the 
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the houfe of its particular profeflbr, at leaft 
fix times in the year, and oftener if occafion 
requires. On thefe meetings the ftudents pafs 
certain exercifes, which they who do not per- 
form cannot be raifed to the rank of fe- 
niors. 

Though the ftudents have ordinarily no re- 
gular drefs ; yet, on certain occafions, and 
particularly when they take their mafter's de- 
gree, they appear in a black filk cloak ; they 
ought alfo, according to the ftatutes of the 
univerfity, to put on the fame drefs when 
they keep their ads ; but for this omiffion 
they ufually pay a fmall fine. The profef- 
fors are, in days of ceremony, clad in black 
cloaks ', the dodors of divinity are diftinguifh- 
ed by a hat of black filk j the dodors of law 
by one of white filk ; and thofe of phyfic 
by one of green or fky-blue filk. The num- 
ber of ftudents vary every year, as in all 
fluduating bodies ; but upon an average may 
be ftated at about five hundred *, as may be 
colleded from the following table : 

* Chronicle der Univerfitat Upfala in Schloetzer's Brief- 
Vechfd, III. p. i66, 
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During this period of ten years, were created 
40 dodors in divinity, 23 in phyfic, and 151 
in arts. 

This univerlity, juftly called by Stilling- 
fleet, " that great, and hitherto unrivalled, 
fchool of natural hiftory," is certainly the 
firft feminary of the North for academical 
education ; and has produced, from the time 
of its inftitution, perfons eminent in every 
branch of fcience. The learned publications 
which have lately been given to the world by 
its members, fufficiently prove the flourifliing 
jlate of literature in thefe parts j and the 
thefes compofed by the ftudents upon their 
adraiflion to their degrees, would form a very 
interefting colledion. Many of thefe traits, 

upon 
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upon various fubjeds of polite literature, an- 
tiquities, languages, &c. which have fallen 
under my obfervation, evidence the erudition 
and tafte of the refpedive authors : among 
the works of this fort, which have widely dif- 
fiifed the fame of this learned fociety through- 
out Europe, are the Aniocnitates Academical 
or a colledion of thefes upon Natural Hif- 
tory, held under the celebrated Linnaeus, and 
chiefly feleded by that able mafter. Dr. Pul- 
teney, in the View of his Writings, gives the 
following account of this work : " In the year 
*' 1749 was publifhed the firft volume of a 
** colledion of Thefes in odtavo, under the 
" title of Amcenitates Academical feu Differ- 
** tationcs varia, Pfy^ca, Medice^e, et Botanica, 
** This publication has been continued, from 
•* time to time, to the completion of the fe- 
** venth volume in the year 1769. Thefe 
** volumes, as foon as publiflied, were regu- 
** larly reprinted in Germany and Holland. 
" It is fuppofed the firft volume was not ori- 
** ginally colleded by Linnasus himfelf j but 
** he at leafl: reprinted it very early, and, that 
** he might not be defrauded of the advan- 
** tage of thefe publications, he became the 
♦* editor of all the fucceeding volumes. As 

thefe 
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" thefe academical diflertations had been re- 
" cited before Linnaeus in his profefforial cha- 
** rafter, and were felefted by himfelf, they 
" have been regarded as of equal authority 
** nearly with his own writings ; and many 
" of them do in a particular manner illuftrate 
" and exemplify divers parts of his works, the 

fubjedls having been pointed out by him- 
** felf in many inftances for that purpofe. For 
** thefe reafons we fliall, in the courfe of this 
" volume, give a very brief account of the 
** purport of each dilTertation, fmce they con- 
" tain a great variety of curious intelligence 
" on the fubjeds of phyfic and natural hif- 
" tory, every where digefted in the moft fci- 
" entific tafte *." 

The library contains many valuable books 
and manufcripts. Olaus Celfius, in a publi- 
cation upon this fubjedtf, informs us, that 
it owes its origin to Guftavus Adolphus, who 
prefented the univerfity as well with his own 
private colledion, which was very confider- 
able, as with feveral libraries obtained in the 
different countries which he had over-run 

* General View of the Writings of Linnaeus, p. 45. 
p. 221-373. 

t Bib. Upfal. Hiftoria. 

with 
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with his arms ; it being his cuftom to referve 
for himfelf, in all towns taken by ftorm, the 
books efpecially, as his fhare of the plunder *. 
Thus the Jefuits' library at Riga, that at 
Wurftenburgh, and thofe of many other con- 
quered towns in Poland, Germany, and Pruf- 
fia, were tranfmitted to Upfala. His example 
was followed by his fuccelTors ; and thus the 
victorious arms of Sweden enriched the king- 
dom with thefe literary acquifitions. Olaus 
mentions Chriftina as a confiderable bene- 
fa<ftrefs to this library, and enumerates many 
private donors ; among whom the moft con- 
fpicuous are count Magnus de la Gardie, and 
Sparwenfieldt, the learned traveller -f-, whofe 
curious colledlion, confilling, amon^ others, 
of many rare Arabian, Syriac, and Coptic ma- 
ijufcripts, has been thought worthy of a fepa- 
rate publication. 

Among the moft valuable pieces of literary 
curiofity is a manufcript of the Four Gofpels, 
called, from its filvcr letters. Codex Argenteus i 

• Ingentem auri argentique prxdam militibus reliquifliet 
rex ; fibi folos refervavit libros, quos fine mora in patriam 
mifit, Upfalienfj Bibliothccac infcrcndos. Bib. Upfal. Hif- 
torta, p. 21. 

t Catalogus Centuriae Lib. rariff. &c. 

and 
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and fuppofed to be a copy of the Gothic tranf- 
lation made by Ulphilas, the apoftle of the 
Goths, in the fourth century. I examined 
this curious volume with great attention. It 
is of a quarto fize ; the leaves, which I fcarce- 
ly know whether to call vellum, parchment, 
or papyrus are ftained with a violet colour ; 
and upon this ground the letters, which are all 
capitals, were afterwards painted in filver, ex- 
cepting the initial characters, and a few paf- 
fages in gold. I was convinced, from a clofe 
infpedlion, that each letter was painted, and 
not formed 'f-, as fomc authors have afferted, 
by a hot iron upon leaves of gold and filver. 
Moft of the filver charadlers were become 
green by time ; but the golden letters are fl:ill 
in good prefervation. The Codex is muti- ^ 

* Le Long Bib. Sac. where it is called by difFerent 
perfons, Codex Membranaceus, Codicem in pergameno, 
Codex in papyro exaratus. In the Bib. Up. Codex mem-* 
brana rubra, p. I16. By Michaelis, a manufcript on 
vellumj p. 160. 

t They appeared to me to be drawn, or painted, in the 
fame manner as the initial letters in feveral of the fineft 
Miflals, and not ftamped, as the learned Mr. Ihre conjec- 
tures, or imprinted on the vellum with hot metal types, in 
the like manner as the bookbinders at prefent letter the 
backs of books. See North. Ant. Vol. L p. 367. 

lated 
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lated in feveral places ; but what remains is, 
for the moft part, perfedly legible. 

This manufcript was, in 1597, firft dif- 
covered in the library of the Benedidine Ab- 
bey of Werden in Weflphalia, by Anthony 
Marillon, who extracted from it a few paf- 
fages, which were inferted in a Commentary 
on the Gothic alphabet, publiflied by Bona- 
venlura Vulcanius. Soon afterwards Arnold 
Mercator obferved it in the fame library ; and 
tranfcribed alfo a few verfes, which Gruter * 
gave to the world in his Injcriptiones Antiquce. 
From the Abbey of Werden it was transfer- 
red to Prague, during the (hort period in which 
that town was occupied by Frederic Eledor 
Palatine. In 1 648, Prague being ftormed by 
the Swedes, it was found among the literary 
fpoils by count Konigfmark, and fent as a 
moft valuable prefent to Chriftina. The queen 
is faid to have given it to Ifaac Voffius ; but 
it is moft probable that the crafty Dutch- 
man took it without permillion, among many 
other rare books and manufcripts, when he 

♦ Gruter, Inf. Ant. p. 146. He calls it Gothica vel 
Germanica. The curious reader, who compares the text 
in Gruter with that of the fimilar paflages in Lye, will ob- 
ferve confiderable inaccuracies in the former. 

pillaged 
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pillaged * her majefty's library during the con- 
fufion which preceded her abdication. Upon 
the death of Voffius it was purchafed from 
his executor by count Magnus Gabriel de la 
Gardie, for about £.2^0, and prefented by 
him to the univerfity of Upfala, where it now 
remains. 

^hree editions of the Codex Argenteus have 
been given to the public, the firfl printed at 
Dort, the fecond at Stockholm, and the third 
at Oxford, The firft was iffued at Dort in 
1665, by Francis Junius, who borrowed the 
manufcript from Voffius ; and was accom- 
panied with obfervations and a Gloffary, by 
Thomas Marfhall. In this edition the text 
was a fac Jimile of the original "f-. The fecond 
edition, publiflied at Stockholm, 1672, by the 
learned Stiernhelm, differs from that of Ju- 
nius, in giving the text in Latin, and not in 

* Memoires de Chriftine, Vol. L p. 308. In the library 
at Leyden is ftill preferved a curious colled^ion, called 
Furta Vojjiana^ which he is fuppofed to hav^e pillaged from 
Chriftina's library. 

t Another impreflion of this work is fuppofed to have 
been printed at Amfterdam in 1672 ; but this is in reality 
the fame as the former, with nothing more than another 
title-page, affixing a new date and place of impreffion, 
according to a fraud not unfrequent among bookfellers. 
4 Gothic 



208 TRAVELS INTO SWEDEN. B. /* 

Gothic charadlers. Notwithftanding the re- 
putation of thofe two learned editors for their 
critical fkill and exadtnefs ; yet Benzelius, 
firft hbrarian of the univerfity, and after- 
wards archbifhop of Upfala, upon comparing 
tlieir texts with that of the original, difcover- 
cd fo many falfe readings and omiflions, that 
he again collated the manufcript, redtified the 
miftakes, and made a hteral tranflation in the 
Latin tongue. And as the Gothic types of 
the firft edition publifhed by Junius were pre- 
ferred at Oxford ; he tranfmitted thefe col- 
lations and tranflation, together with various 
obfervations, to Mr. Edward Lye of Oxford, 
who had already diftinguifhed himfelf by his 
knowledge of the antient Northern languages*. 
The work was cheerfully undertaken, and 
faithfully executed, by that judicious fcholar; 
and the third edition made its appearance in 
the year 1750, printed at the Clarendon prefs. 
To the obfervations of Benzelius, Mr. Lye 
added many learned remarks upon the text and 
verfion, and a Gothic Grammar. This im- 
preflion is efteemed, by thofe who have had 
it in their power to compare it with the ori- 
ginal Codex, a moft complete work, and re- 

♦ Hift. Bib. Up. 

dounding 
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dounding greatly to the hongur of the editor's 
accuracy. 

The Codex Argenteus has given rife to a 
curious controverfy among the learned. In 
the examination of this manufcript, different 
perfons have thought that they difcovered a 
fimilitude in the charaders to thofe of the 
Greek, Latin, Finnilh, Runic, Danifh, Ger- 
man, or Gothic j each adopting an opinion 
according to his favourite hypothecs, and re- 
ferring its original to the anceftors of his own 
country. Nor is this a matter of any fur- 
prife : for as the barbarous nations, who were 
converted to Chriftianity by the Greeks and 
Romans, received from them either a new 
alphabet, or, at leaft, feveral new characters ; 
it neceffarily follows, that moft of the antient 
letters ufed by the Goths, Franks, Huns, 
Sclavonians, and other bordering nations, muft 
bear in many points a great affinity to each 
other; fo that a framer of a fanciful fyftem 
may readily conceive a rcfemblance in the 
whole, which exills only in a few parts. But 
without entering into an inquiry which may 
lead us too far, the queftion concerning the 
original tongue of the Codex Argenteus is re- 
duced to two opinions; the firfl, that it is 

Vol. IV- P written 
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written in the fame language and chara6ler as 
were ufed in the fourth century by the Goths 
of Mcefia, the anceftors of the prefent Swedes, 
and is a true copy of the verfion made by 
Ulphilasj the fecond, that it is a tranflation 
in the Frankifh idiom. 

The firfl; opinion is ftrongly fupported by 
Junius, Stiernhehn, David Wilkins, Benze- 
hus, and Lye j the fecond, as warmly defended 
by Hickes, La Croze, Wetftein, and Mi- 
chaelis. To enter into a difcuflion of all 
the arguments advanced on both fides with 
equal erudition, would require a larger com- 
pafs than the nature of this work will admit : 
and to give a partial abftradt of them would 
only invalidate their refpc»ftive ftrength. Thus 
much is certain, that as the reafonings admit 
not of any pofitive evidence on either fide, 
but are chiefly drawn from vague conjedures ; 
an unprejudiced inquirer will find it no eafy 
matter to form a decilive and fatisfaiflory 
judgment. I lhall refer, therefore, the in- 
quifitive reader, for further information, to 
the feveral writers upon this fubjcdt ; and 
lhall add only, that with refpedl to my own 
opinion, after having minutely weighed the 
arguments on each fide, I am inclined to 

alfcnt 
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aflent to the notion, that the Codex Argen- 
teus * is a copy of the very original verfion 
made by Ulphilas in the Gothic idiom. I 
was once indeed leaning to the opinion of its 
being a Frankifh verfion, but was induced to 
alter my judgment from the arguments of 
Benzelius and Lye, in the Preface to the Ox- 
ford edition *f ; and efpecially from a very in- 
genious treatife, publiflied by Ihre J, by which 
it appears that feveral fpecimens of the Of- 
trogothic tongue have been lately difcovered 
in Italy, which perfedlly refemble both the 
charaders and language of the verfion in the 
Codex Argenteiis. 

But to whichfoever fide we may incline, as 
both the Gothic and Frankifli idioms were 
dialedls of the Teutonic or. German ; this 

* See the feveral editions of the Codex Argenteusby Ju- 
nius, Stiernhelm, and Lye. Hickes Gramm. Maefo Go- 
thica in his Thefaurus Liilg. Sept. La Croze DifT. Philol. 
at the end of Chamberlayne's Orat. Dom. p. 136, Wet- 
ftein's Proleg. in Nov» Teft. feft. 68 to 71. Bib. Up. Hift. 
p. 116 to 123. Le Long, Bib. Sac. ,VoL IL p. 140 and 

538. 

f Preface to Lye^s Sac. Ev^n. Vers. Goth. 

X Monumentum veteris linguae Oftrogothicae, Neapoli 
baud pridem repertum, &c. In A£t. Nov. Reg. Soc. 
Scien, Upfal. Vol* IIL See alfu Dahlin> Vol^ L p. 204. 

P 2 manufcript 
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manufcript muft be confidered as the moft 
ancient fpecimen extant of that language. Its 
antiquity has been unqueftionably proved with- 
out a dilTenting voice. They who conclude it 
to be the verlion of Ulphilas, muft of courfe 
hold it to have been made in the middle of 
the fourth century ; and even thofe authors * 
wlio contend for its being a Frankilh tranf- 
lation, allow it to have been copied in the 
reign of Chilperic, between 564 and 587. It& 
high antiquity is proved, as well from its 
containing the doxology at the end of the 
Lord's Prayer, in the thirteenth verfe of the 
fixth chapter of St. Matthew, which is not 
to be found in any of the moft antient ver- 
fions ; as from its interpreting many paflages 
in a fmiilar manner with feveral of the Latin 
tranflations which are known to have been 
antecedent to the vulgate of St. Jerom -f. 
Another circumftance worthy of notice, and 
which enhances its value, is, that it was un- 
doubtedly tranllated from the original Greek, 

* La Croze and Michaelis. The latter has, I am inform- 
ed, cluiii^cd his opinion ; and in the fecond edition of his 
Leaurcs on the New Tettament, which I have not yet met 
with, agrees with iVlr. Ihrc. 

t Lc Long, Bibliothccji Sacra, Vol. II. p. 142. 

and 



t 



C. 6. U P S A L A. 213 

and not from any of the Latin verfions *. We 
will not detain the reader with idle conjec- 
tures from Watchterusf, that this fplendid 
Codex belonged to Alaric, the Gothic king of 
Touloufe J or of Papebroch J, that it was the 
identical exemplar which the emperor Valens 
prefented to Fritigern, general of the Vifi- 
goths eftabliflied in Masfia ; but fhall conclude 
by obferving, that to whomfoever it belonged, 
or by whomfoever tranilated, it muft be con- 
fidered as a work of great authority, and a li^ 
terary treafure of high antiquity §. 

In this library two original manufcripts of 
the unfortunate Eric XIV. caught my at- 
tention. They are in Latin, and were com- 
pofed in 1566 and 1567, the two years which 
immediately preceded his depofition. They 

* Prefatio in Lye, cap. ii, ; and Michaelis' Lectures, 
p. 165. 

t Bib. Up. Hift. p. 118. 
X Le Long, Vol. IL p. 531. 

§ Another fragment of this curious manufcript, con- 
taining a few chapters of St. Paul's Epiftle to the Romans^ 
was found at Wolfcnbuttle, and is now preferred in the 
library of that town, where Ifaw it in 1777. The original 
letters were partly erafed and written upon. See Non- 
nulla Cap. £pif. Pauli ad Rom. pUbliihed a\ Brunfwick 
by Fran. Anton. KniteJJ. 

P 3 contaia 
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contain his aftronomical, or rather aftrologi- 
cal, obfervations and predidions, written with 
his own hand, after his daily examination of 
the ftate of the heavenly bodies. The names 
of his brothers occur frequently, accompanied 
with great marks of fufpicion and diftruft, 
and the deaths of feveral perfons are predidled, 
Some hiftorical fads are blended occafionally 
with the obfervations ; and thefe notes afford 
a moft convincing proof of the diftraded ftate 
of Eric's mind ; at the fame time that they 
difcover evident traces of his great learning 
and extenlive erudition. Upon examining a 
few of his notes, I was ftruck with the re- 
femblance between him and the emperor Rho- 
dolph II. Both thefe fovereigns began their 
reigns with the fiiireft hopes ; both were not 
only the zealous protedors of learning, but 
even men of letters themfclves j as well verfed 
in polite literature, as /killed in the abftrufer 
' fciences * ; both were ftrongly addided to ju- 
dicial 

* Cclfius fays of Eric XIV. « Erat ille pluiimis fcientiis 
" ita iiillrudtus, ut majorem certe a Uteris quam a fceptro 
" gloriuin reportavcrit." Bib. Upf. Hift. p. 4. And 
Voltaire fays as julHy of Rliodolph II. "La philofophie 
" qu'il cultivait, lui avait appris tout ce qu'on pouvait 
" /avoir alors, cxcepte a remplir fes devoirs de Souverain. 

« 11 
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dicial aftrology, and drawing from the various 
combinations of the heavenly bodies a prefage 
of their own good or ill fortune, in the moft 
common as well as the mofl important oc- 
currences of life. Both v/ere jealous, even to 
mifery, of their relations and fubjefts ; and 
both were at length depofcd by their bro- 
thers, whom they had driven by their fulpi- 
cions to confpire againft them ; with this 
difference only, that Rhodolph, though com- 
pelled to renounce the imperial throne in fa- 
vour of Matthias ; yet remained king of Bo- 
hemia until his death, and was not, like Eric, 
imprifoned and murdered. Rhodolph, indeed, 
though equally jealous and fufpicious, Vv^as 
not guilty of fuch exceffes and cruelties as 
difgrace the reign 6f Eric j but both were 
equally incapable of governing, though en- 
dowed with excellent underftandings, and ac- 
quainted with every branch of fcience. 

There are in this library of Upfala few 
manufcripts of the clafiics of much import*- 
ance ; but the printed editions are numerous 
and good. 

II aimait beaucoup mieux s'inftruire avec le fanieux 
Ticho Brahe, que tenir les etats de Hongrie et de Bo^ 
" heme/' Hift. Univ. c. 147. 

P 4 * Having 
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Having dellred the librarian to fhew me the 
firft book printed in Sweden ; he pointed out 
to me Dialogus Creaturarum moralizatus^ pub- 
liHied at Stockholm in 1483, by John Snell, 
a German printer, invited into Sweden by the 
adminiftrator Steen Sture. 

Before I clofe my account of the univerfity 
library, I muft take notice of a beautiful cabi- 
net of ebony and cyprefs, ornamented with 
precious ftones ; which was prefented, in 1632, 
by the city of Auglburgh to Guftavus Adol- 
phus. It contains, among other pieces of cu- 
riofity, a large agate, two fpans long, and one 
and an half broad. On one part of the ftone 
is painted the Day of Judgment; and on 
another the PalTage of the Ifraelites through 
the Red Sea. The figures are in a very good 
ftyle of colouring, fimilar to that ufed by the 
German painters immediate fuccelTors of Al- 
bert Dure-r. The artift has very ingenioufly 
cxprefTed the clouds and the water by the na- 
tural tints and fhades of the ftone ; and indeed 
they reprefent, with as much boldnefs and na- 
tire as the fineft painting could effedl, the 
wall of water fiifpcjided for a pafTage to the 
Ifraelites, and the waves rolling back with 
fury upon Pharaoh and his hoft. The artift, 
whofc name was John King, has drawn his 

own 
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own portrait lying ai the feet of the pope 
among the bleft in h^ven, 

I hold myfelf greajy indebted to the polite 
attention of Mr. E^c Michael Fant, fub- 
librarian, who kindljlaccompanied me to the 
library, and favourecjme in the readieft man- 
ner with every poflibe information. He was 
fo obliging as to pref^it me with feveral tradts 
upon the Icelandic, Lipland, and other North- 
ern languages, Celfius^ account of the hbrary 
of Upfala, and other tare diflertations ; from 
which I have drav^ conliderable intelli- 
gence, I 

I waited, with a letter of recommendation, 
upon Mr. Bergman^ ^rofeffor of chemiftry in 
the univerfity ; whofc fame ftands high among 
the learned of all nations ; and whofe repu- 
tation is defervedly eftabli/hed for his ufcful 
^nd accurate refearches, as well in his own 
laboratory, as in every branch of natural hif- 
tory. The learned profellbr received me with 
great poHtenefs and cordiahty, and fliewed me 
his cabinet, which is particularly rich in Swe- 
dilh minerals. He obligingly communicated 
to me much intelligence, in a very long and 
jnterefting converfation which I had the plea- 
^ure of holding with him 3 and which made 

me 
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me regret, that, my lay in Upfala being fo 
fliort, I could not derie any further informa- 
tion from a perfon of jch general and accu- 
rate knowledge. Upor my return to the inn, 
I immediately noted dovn the principal heads 
of the difcourfe ; the fulftance whereof I fliall 
here tranfcribe from m^ journal. 

In anfwer to my iniuiries concerning the 
ftate of the Swedifli mnes ; he informed me, 
that there were as wll gold and filver, as 
copper and iron miner, the produce of the 
firft, though very inconiderable, is remarkable 
for yielding the native gold in a calcareous 
matrix. Thofe of iilvcr are fomewhat more 
profitable ; but the quantity of ore is greatly 
diminilhed within thefe late years. The cop- 
per mines of Fahlun ars extremely rich j bat 
I could not remember the general ftate of 
their produce, and the average proportion of 
metal drawn from a hundred weight of ore. 
With refpeift to the iron mines, the moft im- 
portant of all the native produdions of Swe- 
den, thofe of Danemora are the fincft for the 
quality of the metal, although they are not fo 
rich as fcveral in Lapland; the latter fome- 
times producing even 90 pounds of pure iron 
in an hundred weight of ore. The pooreft of 

Danemora 
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Danemora yield 30 pounds, and the richeft 
from 60 to 70, in an hundred. The iron of 
this celebrated mine is in the higheft eftima- 
tion, and is chiefly exported to England for 
the fteel manufactures. The matrix of this 
ore is a calcareous earthy a very remarkable 
circumftance j and which, in conjundion with 
other caufes not yet difcovered, is perhaps one 
occafion of the fuperior quality of its metal. 
He added, that in general the iron mines of 
Sweden are found to run in veins ; a few ia 
Lapland excepted, which do not branch out 
jn longitudinal directions, but confift of im- 
menfe maffes of ore ^. I next inquired con- 
cerning the quantity of granite rock, which I 
had obferved in different parts of Sweden, as 
well lying in detached malTes, as forming 
ridges of mountains : to which the profelTor 

* To thefe may be added the acted mountain Taberg 
in Smalandj which is one mafs of rich iron ore. It is above 
400 feet high, and three Englifh miles in circumference. 
A defcription of this mountain, and a view of it, fent by 
Dr. Afcanius to the late Mr. Peter Collinfon, was publiftied 
in the Philofophical Tiianfadions, Vok XLiX. There is 
alfo an account of this infulated mafs of ore in the Adts of 
the Royal Academy of Stockholm, Vol. XXI. for the year 
176O5 communicated by M. Tilas. This mine has been 
worked for 2O0 years paft, 

made 
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made anfwer, that granite is the bafis of the 
country, particularly of the Northern parts; 
that hills of gravel and fand, and calcareous 
ftone, containing petrefadlions of Ihells, arc 
indeed not unfrequent, but generally repofc 
upon granite ; that the granite is both red and 
grey; that the former more readily crumbles 
and decompofes by the lapfe of time ; and that 
almoft all the old Runic monuments exifting 
in the country are of the grey fpecies, which 
is by far the moft durable *. 

The Royal Society at Upfala is the oldeft 
literary academy of that kind in the North. 
It took its rife in the year 1720, upon the 
following occafion. Benzelius "f*, librarian to 
the univerfity, and afterwards archbifliop of 
Upfala, undertook, in conjundlion with fome 
Other learned men, a review, as well of all 

♦ For fome account of profclTor Bergman's works, fee 
Chapter VIII. of this book. 

t Eric Benzelius was born at Upfala in 1673, where he 
began and completed his ftudies. Having travelled into 
Germany, England, and France, he returned to Upfala in 
1702, and was appointed librarian to the univerfity, an of- 
fice which he held for 22 years. In 1724 he was nominat- 
ed profeflbr of divinity ; afterwards fuccellrvely created bi- 
fhop of (jotheborg, Lindkioping, and archbiftiop of Upfala. 
He died in 1743, aged 70. Cclfii Bib. Up. Hift. p. 149. 

8 books 
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books publifhed in Sweden, or by Swedes 
abroad, as of thofe works printed in foreign 
countries, which had any relation to this 
kingdom. As this publication contained alfo, 
belide the mere reviews, a few original ad:s, 
it was called A£ia Literaria Suecice ; and 
was carried on upon this plan for ten years. 
At the end of that period, namely, in 1730, 
the tranfadlions were no longer confined to a 
review of books, but confifted entirely of ori- 
ginal adls and differtations j and the fociety, 
now patronized by the king, ftyled itfelf, in 
the dedication to his majefty, Societas Regia ; 
and its tranfadtions, which came out annually, 
A^a Literaria et Scientiarum Suecice. In 1740, 
it aflumed the title of Societas Regia Literaria 
€t Scientiarum UpfalienfiSy adopting the laft 
expreffion inftead of Suecice^ in order to diftin- 
guifh it from the Academy of Sciences of 
Stockholm, inftituted in 1739, which was 
denominated Academia Regia Suecia. The 
fociety continued its publications upon the 
fame plan until 1750, when it ceafed; but 
was again revived in 1773, which period 
its tranfadlions were iflued under the title of 
Nova A£la Region Societatis Scientiaru?n Upfa^ 
lienjis. Thefe aits make their appearance in 

feparatc 
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feparate parts, which are not put forth regu- 
larly every year, but only occafionally, as there 
are a lufficient number of dilTertations, and as 
the fociety, which has no fund, can afford the 
expence of printing. They are all written in 
the Latin tongue, and printed in quarto. The 
original numbers, namely, thofe iffued from 
1720 to 1750, are comprized in fix volumes. 
TJie new ad:s already publilhed are in four 
parts: the firft appeared in 1773; and the 
lafl: in 1783. Many of thefc dilTertations have 
confiderable merit j they treat of a great va- 
riety of fubjeds, as well relative to the hif- 
tory, antiquities, and languages of the North, 
as to natural hiftory. They contain leveral 
papers written by Linnjcus and Bergman. 

Before I quitted Upfala, I made an excur- 
fion to the place where the kings of Sv^^den 
were antiently eleded : it lies about feven 
miles from the town, in the middle of a plain 
called Mora ; and is ftill marked by the re- 
mains of Icvcral mutilated rtones, one whereof 
is known in SvvediOi hillory by the appella- 
tion of Morafteeriy or the Stone of Mora ; upon 
which the Ibvereigns were enthroned with all 
due folemnity, and received the homage of 
their fubjeds. Their name and the date of 

9 the 
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the year when this ceremony was performed 
was at the fame time infcribed upon another 
ftone, as a public memorial of their election- 
This appears from a very curious certificate * 

'made 

* In iK)mine Domini, Amen. Anno aNativitate ejuf- 
dem MCDXXX, III Die Menfis Maii, hora^ vefpera- 
*^ rum vel quafi Pontificatus SanftilTimi in Chrifto Patris 
ac Domini D. Eugenii Papae IV. Anno IV. in nova domo 
Capitulari ante Valvas Ecclefiae Upfalenfis fita, in mei 
jiotarii publici teftlumque fubfcrlptorum praefentia perfo- 
naliter conftitutus vencrabilis D. Pttrus, archieplfcopus 
^ ecclefiae Upfalenfis, nomine oc ex parte capituli di^lae 
" ecclefiae Upfal ibidem tuiK congregati me notarium fub- 
fcriptum requifivit, ut afTumptis iifdcm teftibus accederem 
ad lapidem vulgariter uiftum Morefteen, in quo & fupcr. 
" quem Rcges Sueciae de novo clcdti ftatim poft eorum 
*^ elcdlionem confueverunt ab antiquiflimis temporibus 
fublimari & inthronlfari, invcftigaturus ibidem annum 
ele^lionis in Regem Sueciai illuftriflimi principis domini 
" Erici Regis moderni, ego memoratus notarius infra fcrip- 
tus una cum teftibus fubfcriptis ftatim ad dictum lapidem 
Morafteen extra civitatem Upfalenfem ad unum miiliare 
in piano campo fitum acceffi et honorabilem virumD. Jo- 
hannem Matthiir,curatum ecclefiae Danmark, quse divSo 
lapidi vicina eft ecclefia in teftem affumpfi^ et Iculpturam 
cujufdam lapidis di£lo antiquo lapidi Morafteen fuperim- 
" pofiti diligenter infpexi et per teftes infra fcriptos infpici 
feci fic praecise, ut fequitur, in eodem lapide infculptum 
<^ inveni. Anno Domini MCCCXCVI. eleftus eft in 
" Regem Sueciae in hoc loco illuftris Rex Dornmus Ericus 
calcndarum Augufti (locus autem pro numero calen- 

" darum 
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made by a public notary ; who, in 1430, at 
the requefl of the archbilhop of Upfala, exa- 
mined the Morafleen, to afcertain the year in 
which Eric of Pomerania was raifed to the 
throne. Wlicn I villted the fpot, I obferved 
ten ftoncs, the largeft whereof was only fix 
fpans long, two broad, and two thick j and 
which tradition reports to be the Morajleen, 
The others are exceedingly fmall. I could 
trace upon feveral the figures of a crofs and 
globe coarfely carved ; and upon one, in 
particular, which was very antient, the three 
crowns, the arms of Sweden. I difcovered a 
few traces of infcriptions, feemingly in Gothic 
charaClers j but fo impcrfed;, that I did not 
attempt to * decypher them. A few years 
ago thefe remains of Swedilh antiquity were 
covered only with a wooden fiied j but they 

** darum vacuus erat) fiiper quibus omnibus ct fmgulis prae- 
" fatus Pctrus archiepifcopus nomine, quo fupra, me nota- 
•* rium publicum requifivit ut unum vel plura, publicum vel 
** publica fupcr praemiflis conficerem inftrumeiitum vel in- 

ftrumenta." Holberg, Vol. I. p. 500. 

* Some perfons have given an explanation of thefe in- 
fcriptions, fuch as the before-mentioned one of Eric ; alfo 
A. D. 1448. d. 28. Junii cledlus eft nobilis Vir. D ; us : 
Carolus Canuti, Miles nationc Suecus in Rcgcm Succiae. 
Dahlin, Vol.1. 167. 

arc 



C. 6. U P S A ,L A, 

are now preferved in a brick building, con- 
ilruded at his prefent majefty's expence in 
honour of his royal anceftors. An infcription 
in Swedifli upon the infide walls enumerates 
the names of the feveral kings, who were eur 
throned upon this fpot. They are king Euge, 
1060, with whom this cuftom is faid to have 
taken its rife j king Magnus Ladulas, D. i. 
1276 ; Magnus Smek, D. 1 1, 1 319^ Eric XIII. 
1396; Chriftopher, 1441 ; Charles VIII. 1448; 
Chriftian I. 1457 > Steno Sture, adminiftra- 
tor of Sweden, 151 2. 

Olaus Magnus relates, that the Morajleen 
was placed in the midft of twelve other ftones 
in a circle. Camden thus defcribes a fimilar 
monument near the village of Saint Buriens, 
in Cornwall. Not far from hence, in a place 
called Bifcaw-woune, are nineteen ftones fet 
in a circle, about twelve foot diftant one 
from another; and in the centre there ftands 
one much larger than any of the reft. One 
may probably conjedure this to have been 
" fome trophy of the Romans under the later 
emperors ; or of Athelftan, the Saxon, after 
he had fubdued Cornwall*.*' Olaus Worm^ 

* Britannia, edit. 1695, p. 6. 

Vol. IV, ius. 
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jus, however, more ingenioufly conjectures, 
from the fimilarity of this monument to the 
Morajherit and others in Sweden and Den- 
mark, that it was the place where the an- 
tient Anglo-Saxon kings were eleded and en- 
thioned *. 

^ Monumenta Danica^ 90^ 



CHAP. 



L I N N U S. 



227 



CHAP. VII. 

Botanical gardcm of Upfala. — Biographical me-- 
moirs of Linnaeus. 

TH E botanical garden of Upfala, to 
which place I had the pleafure of be- 
ing accompanied by the fon of Linnaeus, is 
fmall, but laid out with judgment ; and the 
collection of plants, particularly exotics, is 
numerous. I could not avoid regarding with 
enthufiafm this fpot of ground, rendered cele- 
brated by the refidence of Linnaeus j of whom 
it may be fa id, without exaggeration, that, in 
the natural hiftory of the globe, he left no- 
thing unexplored. 

I flatter myfelf, that many of the follow- 
ing authentic anecdotes of this great natu- 
ralift are entirely new to the Englilh reader ^. 

Carl 

* This account of Linnaeus is i:hlefly extrafted from a 
German tranflatlon of his Commemoration-Speech, de- 
livered on the 5th of December, 1778, by Dr. Baeck, ia 
the king's prefence, before the Royal Academy of Sci- 
ences i and from anecdotes of his life by Fabricius. Sec 
Geda^chnitzrede Auf den Carl von. Linne, &c. von A. 
Baeck j and Einige naehere Umftaude aus dem Leben 

31 des 
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Carl Von Linne, or, as he is more known 
to foreigners, Linnasus, the eldeft fon of Nils 
Linnaeus, a Swedifh divine, was born on the 
24th of May 1707, at Ralhult, in the pro- 
vince of Smoland. His inclination for the 
ftudies in which he afterwards made fo won- 
derful a progrefs, commenced at a very early 
period of his life ; and took its rife from the 
following circumftance : His father ufed tq 
amufe himfelf in the garden of his parfonage 
with the cultivation of plants and flowers. 
Linnaeus, while an infant, w^s foon led tq 
take a fhare in this entertainment ; and, be- 
fore he was fcarcely able to walk, exprefled 
extreme fatisfadion when he was permitted 
to accompany him into the garden. As his 
ftrength increafed, he delighted in digging and 
planting ; and afterwards obtained for his own 
ufe a fmall portion of ground, which wa? 

dcs Ritters von Linne j Von Johan Chriftian Fabricius, in 
the Dcutches Mufeum, for May and July 1780. Fabri- 
cius, the author of this account, was the difciple of Lin- 
nxus ; he is now profeflbr of oeconomy and natural hiftory 
in the uiiiverfity of Kiel ; and may be juftly called the firft 
cntomologift in Europe. He has diftinguifhed himfelf, 
among other publications, by the following works : Reife 
nach Norwegen — Syftema Entomologiae.— Genera Infec- 
torum.— Philolophi* Entomologica,— Species Infeaorum. 

called 



\ 
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called Charles's garden. He foon learnt to 
diftinguifh the different flowers ; and, before 
he had attained the tenth year of his age, made 
fmall excurfions in the neighbourhood of Rafh^ 
ult ; and brought many indigenous plants into 
his little garden. 

Being^ fent, in 1717? to fchool at Wexio, 
under the tuition of Lanarius, by whom he 
was indulged with the permiflion of continu- 
ing his excurfions, he paffed his whole time 
in collecting plants, talking of tbem, and mak- 
ing himfelf acquainted \v^ith their names and 
qualities. He was fo abforbed in this favou- 
rite purfuit as totally to difregard his other 
ftudies i and made fuch an inconfiderable pro- 
grefs, that, upon his removal, in 1724, to the 
gymnajium in the fame town, his new mafter 
repeatedly complained of his idlenefs. Urged 
by thefe remonftrances, his father conceived 
his Ibn to have no tafte for literature ; and 
propofed to bind him apprentice to a fhoe- 
maker : and this deftination would have 
taken place ; if a neighbouring phyfician, 
whofe name was Rothman ^f-, ftruck with the 
boy's great genius, had not predicted, that he 



♦ Fabricius. f Bxch 

0^3 would. 
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would, in time, become deeply fkilled in a 
fcience, to which he leemed naturally inclined. 
This fagaciou3 obferver, having prevailed upon 
the father of LinnjEUS to continue his fon's 
education, took the boy into his houfe ; fup- 
plied him with botanical books ; and in- 
flru(f1:ed him in the firft rudiments of phyfic, 
in which he foon made a confiderable pro- 
grefs. When his father had alTented to this 
advice, he had defigned him for the church * ; 
and was not, without great difficulty, induced 
to agree that he fhould apply himfelf to the 
ftudy of botany and phyfic. 

In 1727 he was fent to the univerfity of 
Lund ; where he acquired, under the cele- 
brated Stoba?us, the firft fyftematic principles 
of natural hiltory. Being lodged in that pro- 
felfor's houfe, he enjoyed many opportunities 
of improvement ; and particularly from a cu'- 
rious colledion of foflils, Ihells, birds, and 
plants. At this place he began to form an 

* Hh mother was at firft fo chc^rmed that her eldcfl: 
fon declined entcrhig into ordcrs> that flie would not even 
permit her fecond fon to fet his foot in the garden. This 
brother, whofe name is Samuel, is ftill living : he is a cler- 
gyman in the province of Smoland, artd, on account of his 
(kill in the management of bees, is knowivby the name of 
Bi-Kung, or the Bee-King. 

herbaritwi. 



e. 7- 1 I N it u s. 2^1 

herbarium^ colledling plants from all quarters, 
making repeated obfervations upon them, and 
comparing them with the defcriptions of 
Tournefort *, whofe works he had received 
as a prefent from Dr. Rothman . During 
his refidence at Lund, he profecuted his ftu- 
dies with fuch unremitted attention ; that he 
frequently continued them during great part 
of the night, in order to enjoy the ufe of fe- 
veral books which he fecretly obtained from 
the profelfor's library* Once in particular, 
Stobaeus fufpedting that he had company at a 
very late hour, ftole unobferved into his apart- 
ment ; and was aftonifhed at finding him em- 
ployed in confulting the works of thofe great 
botanifts, Casfalpinus, Bauhin, and Tournefort. 
Pleafed with this inftance of his indefatigable 
zeal for fcience, the profeffor permitted him 
to have accefs to his library and colledlions ; 
and readily aflifted him with advice and infor- 
mation. 

Linnaeus did not confine himfelf to botany ; 
but turned alfo his attention to the inferior 
orders of the animal kingdom : a branch of 
knowledge in which he eminently excelled ; 

* Inftitutiones rel herbariae. 
t Baeck. 

0^4 and 
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and which he was led to prcfecute from a cir-^ 
cumftance, that would have damped the ardour 
of a lefs zealous inquirer. In endeavouring 
to form a coUedion of infedls, he was ftung 
by the Furia Infernalis * in fo terrible a man- 
ner, 

* The effects of the Furla Infernalis are thus (fefcrlbcd 
by Dr. Pulteney, from a Diflertation De Afiraculis In- 
jeSloruniy in the third volume of the Amocnitates Academ 'iat. 

In Finland, Bothnia, and the northern provinces of Swe* 
" den, it was not unfrequently that people were feized 

with a pungent pain, confined to a point, in the hand, 
" or other expofcd part of the body, which prefently 
" encreafed to a moft excruciating degree, and hath 

fometimes been fuddenly fatah This diforder was 
" more particularly obfervcd in Finland, efpecially about 

boggy and marftiy places, and always in autumn. At 

length it was difcovered, that this pain inftantly fuc- 
" ceedcd fomewhat that dropped out of the air, and in a 

moment penetrated and buried ilfclf in the flcfli. The 
" Finlanders had tried variety of applications to no pur- 

pofc, until at length a poultice of curds, or cheefe, was 
" found the moft efFeflual in eafing the pain; and the 

event confirmed, that the infect was allured by this ap-» 
" plication to leave the flcfli ; as on its removal, this 

worm, no longer than the fixth of an inch, was found in 
" it, and thus the c'aufe of this painful difcafe explained. 

Linnseus himfelf once fufFcred from this animal the 

efFQd here fpoken of: but w^ owe the complete hiftory 
" of it and its place in the Syftem, to Dr. Solander, who 
" gave it in to the Royal Society of Sciences at Upfal. 

(Nov. Ac, Vol. L) This worm ftands in the Syftem 

under 
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' iier, that his hfe was endangered *. This 
event incited his refearches to difcover the na- 
ture and quahties of that venomous worm ; 
which led him to develope and explain thofe 
numerous tribes of infedls f and worms, that 
had been but imperfectly defcribed by pre- 
ceding naturalifts ; and afterwards to throw 
new light upon the whole animal kingdom. 

In 1728 he was removed to the univerfity 
of Upfala ; where his narrow circumftances 
involved him at firft in diftrelTes unfriendly to 
the purfuits of fcience, but which did not, 

" under the name of Furia hfernalis^ p. 1325 ; but by 
" what means this creature is raifed into the air, is as yet 
unknown." General View of the Writings of Lin- 
naeus, p. 259. 
. * Baeck. 

t " No part of the fyftem of nature/^ writes Dr. Pul- 
teney, has undergone a greiltcr change than this clafs 5 

neither does our author ttand more unrivalled, than in 
" the excellent arrangement he has given to this branch 
" of natural hiftory ; which, before his time, was nearly 

without method." p. loi. 

And again, " The knowledge of infers may be faid to 
" be the laft branch of natural hiftory that raifed- its head; 
notwithftanding which, it has of late attained a high de- 
gree of perfection : nor can it be too much to attribute 
^ this to the excellent arrangement of Linnaeus, under 
" whofe aufpices it has extended icfelf beyond all other 
<^ parts gf zoology." p.' 35 !• 

however. 
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liowever, obftrudl his ufual exertions. His 
poverty is laid to have been fo great, that he 
frequently wanted the common neceffaries of 
life ', and was even accuftomed to wear the 
caft-off flioes of his fellow-ftudents, which 
he mended with pafteboard for his own ufe *. 
From this ftate of penury, when he had no 
profpetft of the fmalleft afliftance either from 
his family or friends, he was fuddenly relieved 
by the learned Olaus Celfius, profellbr of di- 
vinity, and reflorer of natural hiftory in Swe- 
den ; whofe patronage he cafually acquired 
in tlie following manner : Celfius, having fre- 
quently noticed him making obfervations in 
the botanical garden, was aftonifhed at his 
proficiency in botany, the fmalleft knowledge 
of which was at that time efteemed a rare qua- 
lification in Sweden ; and being informed of 
his diftrelTed fituation, immediately received 
him into his houfe ; admitted him to his table; 
gave him accefs to his library j and engaged 
liis afliftance in completing his Hierobotanicon, 
a work afccrtaining the plants mentioned in 
the Holy Scriptures. The favours of this re- 
fpedable patron, conferred in fuch extreme 



♦ Fabriclus, 



neceffity. 



neceffity, he always remembered and acknow- 
ledged with the ftrongeft expreffions of reve-* 
rence and gratitude- 
Soon afterwards he attracted the notice } 
and obtained the patronage, of Olaus Rud-* 
beck, profelfor of phyfic and botany, on the 
following occafion : An academical differta- 
tion, De Nuptiis Arbor nm being read in the 
public fchools, Linnaeus wrote upon it fome 
obfervations ; wherein he introduced feveral 
remarks upon the generation of plants, to 
which he had particularly turned his atten- 
tion. Thefe obfervations fell into the hands 
of Olaus Rudbeck, who was fo ftruck with 
their fagacity and juftnefs, as immediately ta 
commence an acquaintance with the author: 
his abilities and knowledge being developed 
upon a nearer intimacy, the profelfor appoint- 
ed him tutor to his fons ; in fome meafure 
directed his lludies j and thought him fuf- 
ficiently qualified, though in the 23d year of 
his age, to read occafional ledures in the bo- 
tanical garden, by which means he obtained a 

* The thefis is ftyled Vauuo; ^i/7wv, five de Nuptiis Ar- 
borum de quibus Differtatlonem Philologlco-criticam pub- 
lico bonoru.Ti examini fubmittit Petrus Ugla, 23 Dec* 
1729, 

fmall 
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fmall income. At this period Linnaeus pafled 
his days in herborifing and giving ledures ; 
and employed great part of the night in lay- 
ing the foundation of the new fyftem, which 
he had already planned. About this period he 
began to arrange his Bibliotheca Botanicay his 
clajj'esf and genera piantarum ; from whence 
we may collect how early he had fixed the 
principles of that method, which he afterwards 
carried to fuch perfection . 

His knowledge was confiderably improved 
by a journey into Lapland in 1732, to which, 
at the recommendation of Rudbeck and Cel- 
fuis, he was deputed by the Royal Society of 
Sciences at Upfala, in order to inveftigate the 
natural hiilory of that unknown region : but 
as he received only a gratuity of about 8 
towards defraying his expences, he was oblig- 
ed to travel almoll: the wliole way on foot, 
which he performed with great alacrity and 
fpirit. He commenced this expedition on the 
n th of May J732 j ftayed fome time at the 
jniines of Fahlun j vifited variops parts of 
Lapland j underwent many hardlhips ; efcaped 
imminent perils ; and returned to Uplala in 
^the month of Oiflober of the following year, 
alter having traverfed near 4000 miles *. Dur- 
* Bxck. 
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jDg his tour he tranlmitted to the Royal So- 
ciety of Sciences a Florida Lapponica, which 
was printed in their adls, and was his firft pub- 
lication : in this catalogue of Lapland plants, 
he difppfed them according to the lyftcm after- 
wards called the Sexual. 

Soon after his return he continued his lec- 
tures upon botany ; and delivered others alfo 
upon mineralogy and the art of aflaying me- 
tals ; which were the firft on that fubjed: ever 
given at Upfala ; and from which he acquired 
great applaufe. But being not entitled from 
his ftanding in the univerfity to read ledlures, 
a formal coimplaint was lodged againft him 
by profelTor Rofen, phyfician to the king; 
and he had the mortification to receive an e^- 
prefs prohibition from the academical con- 
fiftory. Linnaeus, who began to receive a com- 
fortable fubfiftence from thefe ledtures, and faw 
no immediate means of maintaining himfelf, 
was fo exafperated at this proceeding ; that he 
drew his fword upon the profeflbr ; and might 
have proceeded to violence if he had not been 
prevented. Li confequence of this outrage, he 
would undoubtedly have been expelled from 
the univerfity ; if his patron, Olaus Celfius, 
had not compromifed the aftair*. 

In 
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In this jundiure he was appointed to ac- 
company the fons of Baron Reuterholm into 
Palecarlia and Norway. During this tour he 
improved his knowledge of mineralogy, by 
vifiting various mines and forges ; and par- 
ticularly at Fahlun, where he read ledtures 
upon foflils and the art of affaying, which ^ 
were much frequented : at the fame time he 
obtained the friendfliip of Dr. Moroeus, the 
phyfician of the place, to whofe daughter he 
betrothed himfelf. It being the cuftom at 
that time to take a degree in fome foreign 
univerfity, and the fituation of Linnceus not 
being adequate to fuch an expence ; the young 
lady prcfented him with an hundred ducats =: 
about jT. ^o, to take his doftor's degree at 
Harderwick in Guelderland *. With this vievv 
he commenced his journey in 1735 j and pro- 
ceeded to Copenhagen and Hamburgh, where 
he gave a proof of his accurate knowledge in 
natural hiftory, by difcovering, that a cele- 
brated fnake with feven heads, belonging to 
the burgomaftcr Spreckelfen, and which had 
been long efteemcd a great wonder, was a 
mere impofition. Upon the firA infpeftion, 
our naturalift perceived that the fix heads^ 



♦ f abricius. 
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notwithftanding the art with which they were 
joined together, were jaws of weafels covered 
with the fkin of fnakes *. 

Linnasus, to whom 100 ducats appeared 
an immenfe fum, thought his riches inex- 
hauftiblej and, remaining for a confiderable 
time at Hamburgh, where he was pleafed 
with his fituation, he found himfelf upon his 
arrival in Holland, reduced to extreme ne- 
ceffity, and unable to diiburfe the expence of 
a do6lor's degree : he therefore applied by 
letter to Boerhaave j acquainting him that 
he was a perfon who had devoted himfelf to 
the ftudy of botany, but who laboured under 
the moft fevere diftrefles. Boerhaave, the 
friend and protedor of fcience, received Lin- 
iijEUS in his garden : among other topics of 
converfation, he pointed out the Cratcegus 
Aria; and demanded, whether he had ever 
pbferved that plant ? adding, that it had not 
yet been defcribed by any writer. Linna;us 
anfwered, that it was a native of Sweden, 
and defcribed by Vaillant. Boerhaave fup- 
ported the contrary ; and, convinced of the 

* The reader will find a plate of this faftitious monfter 
in Seba's Mufeum, Vol. I. Table IQ2. 

juftnefs 



240 TRAVELS INTO SWEDEN. B. 7, 

juftnefs of his ailertion, becaufe he had him^ 
felf fuperintended the publication of Vaillant's 
work, immediately brought the book to Lin^- 
sixns} who, without hefitation, referred to 
the defcription, which accurately correfponded 
with the plant in queftion *. From this fpe- 
cimen of - his accurate knowledge in botany, 
Boerhaave became his patron, and recom- 
mended him to the protection of Mr. Clifr 
ford ; by whom he was appointed fuperin- 
tcndent of a botanical garden -j-, lately form- 
ed at a very extraordinary expence. In this 
new fituation, highly adapted to his circum- 
ftanccs and genius, he received a falary of a 
;|; ducat per day ; had the infpedlion of a gar- 
den rich in the choiceft plants ; and was not 
confined to any expence for obtaining every 
fpecies of exotics, and procuring the works 
of the moft eminent botanical authors. In 
addition alfo to thefe favourable opportunities 
of increaling his knowledge, he travelled, at 
the charge of Mr. Clifford, into England and 
France. During only two years refidence witl^ 

* Fabricius. 

t At Hartcamp, about three milts from Harlem. 
About 9^. 6tl. 

Mr, 
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Mr. Clifford, he gave to the public many 
works * in various branches of natural hif- 
tory ; which raifed his reputation very high 
in Europe ; and in which he difcovered an 
amazing fagacity in methodizing and claffing, 
with the niceft dilcrimination, the various 
produ£lions in the three kingdoms of nature. 
In thefe publications he ventured, young and 

* Syftema Natunx, comprized, as Dn Pulteney fays, 
in twelve pages, and is the outlines of the fticceeding edi- 
tions — Fundamenta Botanica — Bibliotheca Botniiica — 
Mufa Cliffortiana — Genera Plantarum — Viriddriiini CI!f- 
fortianum — Methodus Sexualis— .Flora * Lapponica~Gri- 
tica Botanica— Hortus Cliffortianus — Artedi Ichtyologia 
— Clafles Plantarum. "We cannot fufficiently," fays Dr. 
Bjeck, with juftnefs, " wonder how, within fo fhbrt a fpaoe 

as two years, during which period he was fo conftantly 
" occupied in arranging the plants of Cliftort's Garden 

according to his fyftQm, and was fo continually inter- 
" rupted by foreign vifitors, Linnaeus could alfo find time 
" to put forth fo many wrki-r^s, each of which would have 
" been fufficicnt to have eftabliflied the reputation of a 

man of learning ; and thefe writings, founded upon his 

own difcoveries, and tending to give a, new form to a 
" whole fcience. The materials of fome, indeed, had been 
" collected and digefted in Sweden ; but it is a f icl fcarcely 
" credible, that the Hortus CliffhritiaiiiiSy 'a work which 
« contains fo much knowledge, iLould. have been writteiv 

and printed in lefs than nine months." For an Recount 
of thefe various publications fee Pulteney, p. 16 — 30. 

..rV:oL. IV* R unknown 
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unknown as he was, to commit his new fyf- 
tem to the world j which, undefended by its 
author, and Tupported only by its intrinfic 
merit, conquered all oppofition from men of 
the firft abilities and decided charadter*. 

His refidence in Holland, which had hi- 
therto contributed in fo eflential a manner to 
his rife and improvement, was at length em- 
bittered by a very dangerous diforder that 
terminated in an ague. He became fuddenly 
pcnfive, difcontented, expreffed an infurmount- 
ablc defire to fulfil his matrimonial engage- 
ments i and was impatient to fhow himfelf 
in Sweden, where he flattered himfelf with 
the profpedl of a moft honourable reception. 

Having declined many offers of promotion 
in Holland, he quitted that country in the 
fpring of 1738 ; and, after paifing a Ihort 

• Among others the celebrated Dillenius, though he 
candidly acknowledged the merits of the Linnacan fyftem, 
coHfeffed that he was too far advanced in life to ftudy a 
new arrangement. The fame reafons may account for 
the coolncfs of reception he met with from Sir Hans Sloane, 
riotwithftanding the following letter of recommendation 
written by Boerhaave : « L'tnnauSy qui has tibi dabit It' 
" teraSf tjl untce dignus tt videre^ unice dignus a te viden\ qui 

vos •videbtt Jimuly videbit hominum par^ cut fmiU vix dabit 
" tfliis." See Puitency, p. X2. 

time 
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time at Paris, arrived at Stockholm in the 
month of September ; where he fettled as a 
phyfician, and married in the following year 
the lady to whom he had betrothed himfelf 
at Fahlun. 

Linnaeus had returned to his native coun- 
try full of the moft fanguine expectations 
that his merit would be immediately recog- 
nized ; but, to ufe his biographer's * ex- 
preffions, " he was aftoniftied to find that he 
" was confidered more as a ftranger among 

his countrymen than among foreigners/' 
He was fo mortified at this difappointment, 
and the fmall degree of praCtice which he 
at firft obtained ; that he had once refolved to 
accept the offers of his patrons in Holland ; 
or to fettle at Gottingen> at the earneft foli- 
citation of the celebrated Haller. But al- 
though his acknowledged merit, and uncom- 
mon reputation, fodh fecured to him the pa- 
tronage of feveral illuftrious perfonages ; yet 
he paid the ufual tax of genius, by experi- 
encing a confiderable degree of envy and op- 
pofition ; and though by thefe means he was 
at firft involved in fome difficulties, only a 



* Baeck. 
R 2 
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Hiort period elapfed before , he acquired an ex- 
tenfive pradice. His moft conliderable and 
zealous patron was count Tellin, the firft 
minifter, whofe collection he afterwards de- 
fcribed in his Mufeum TeJ/inianum. 

By the interell of that nobleman he ob- 
tained, in the beginning of i739> the office 
of phyfician to the fleet ; and a ftipend from 
the ftates for reading ledures in mineralogy 
upon the colledtion of folTils belonging to the 
board of mines *. Count Tellin alfo recom- 
mended him in fuch Ibong terms to their 
Swedilh majefties, that they honoured him 
with their patronage. Under his direction 
the king formed a collection of quadrupeds, 
birds, fiihes, and ferpents, at Ulricfdal ; and 
the queen of infeCts and fliells at Drott- 
ning(holm ; both of which have been ac- 
curately defcribed by Linnaeus himfelf. Dur- 
ing his reiidence at Stockholm, he aflifted, 
as I have before obferved, in founding a li- 
terary fociety, which was afterwards, called 
the Royal Academy of Sciences ; and of which 
he was appointed the firlt prelident. 

In 1741 he at length obtained the objeCt 

* Baeck,- 

of 
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of his warmeft ambition, the profefforfhip of 
botany in the univerfity of Upfala. Upon 
the death of Roberg, profefTor of pradical 
medicine and anatomy, Linnaeus was appoint- 
ed to fill his chair; which he changed, in 
1742, with profellbr Rofen, for that of bo- 
tany : he was at the fame time appointed to 
fuperintend the phyfic-garden ; and undertook 
to read ledures in bocany, natural hiftory, 
dietetics, on the knowledge of diforders, and 
the materia medica. From this period he 
pafTed the remaining part of his life almoft 
uniformly at Upfala. 

He turned his principal attention and care 
to the regulation and improvement of the 
botanical garden ; which, at the time of his 
appointment to the.profefTorfhip, fcarcely con- 
tained 40 exotics J but produced, in 1 748, 
notwithftanding the obftrudtions arifing from 
the feverity of the climate, 1 1 00 fpecies, ex- 
clulive of indigenous plants and varieties. His 
own collection of natural hiftory was rich 
only in plants ; a circumftance chiefly owing 
to the number of quadrupeds, fliells, and 
infeds, which he prefented to their majefties 
for their cabinets at Ulricfdal and Drottning- 
fholm. His herbarium was highly valuable, 

R 3 from 
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from the number and arrangement of the 
fpecimens. 

By his incomparable ledures he raifed the 
univerfity to the higheft repute ; and induced 
many foreigners to refort to Upfala. He was 
always attended by a numerous audience ; and 
his great art was not only in fatisfying the 
curiofity, but in gaining the afFedion and 
efteem of the ftudents. His ledures were dif- 
tinguiflied by the concifenefs and precifion 
fo confpicuous in his works ^ and yet were 
delivered with a fpirit and animation which 
irrefiftibly caught the attention of his hearers : 
for he fpoke with a perfuafion which was 
infpired by his deep inlight, his juft concep- 
tions and his zealous ardour for the know- 
ledge of nature *. He diffiifed a fudden fpi- 
rit of inquiry and kindled among his ftu- 
dents a new zeal for the ftudy of natural 
hiftory. During the firll years of his re- 
fidence at Upfala, he gave public herbori- 

fing 

♦ Baeck and Fabricius. Nothing can mark the phi- 
lofophcr's paflion tor natural hiftory more than thcfe ex- 
prcfficns in a letter to Mr. Pennant on the following oc- 
cafion. Having received the rtrft notice of the Anemia 
retufa (Syft. Nat, 1151. N® 225.) being found in a re- 
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fing lectures in fpring and fummer. In 
thcfe botanical excurfions he was attend- 

cent ftate, from Mr, Pennant, who obferved one adher- 
ing to a fea-plant drawn out of the Norwegian feas, h^ 
wrote to him, " Pro gaudio exultans quod detexeras con- 
" cham anomiam a nullo mortalium antea vifam, quaque 
" facem accenderas fcientla naturaH luculenti/Timam in 
" deperditis hue ufque concharuiti generibus. De hac 
" concha die nodtuque cogito 5 de eo loquor hodie ; nodUt 
" de eo fomnio/' Dec 3, 1756. 

In another letter to our Engllfli zoologift he thus ac- 
knowledges a prefent of his Synopfis of Quadrupeds, and 
candidly allows the merit of the work, although it differed 
in fome refpe£l from his own method of claffing animals. 
" Diu audivi D. Troill fecum adduxiffe dona tua, quae 
" avidi/Gme exfpe£lavi. Redux tandem pridie ad nos ac- 
ceffit, et mihi obtulit Synopfin tuam of ^adrupeds et 
Zoologiam Indicam. Pro fmgulis grates reddo quas 
^ unquam poflim calidiffimas. Synopfm tuam legam et 
w relegam millies. Multa in eo occurrunt le6tu mihi 
« jucundiflima, et maxime utilia quae in fuccum et fan- 

guinem. Perlefto hoc opere multa a te quaeram 

" nec unquam me ingratum fentias.— Non de methodo 
" difputabo; mihi perinde efit utrum naturae cukor fit 
Lutheranus, Calvinianus, Judaicus, aut Mahometanusi 
^ unice notitiam fpecierum quaeram. O utinam viderem 
reliqua tua opera imprimis de avibas, quam multa inde 
addifcerem quae etiamnum me fugiunt.-^Tua Indian 
Zoology perpulchra erat ; pulcherrimse figurae rarillima- 
rum certt* avium ; defcriptiones etiam exadiffimae.— 
Vale plura proxime.*' Upfaliae, 1773^ d. 2. Maii* 
The public arc now under frefli obligations to Mr. Pen- 
nant, for his long expcded work, The Arctic Zoology. 

R 4 ed 
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cd with a band of trumpets and French- 
horns } and fallied out at the head of 200 
or 300 ftudents, divided into detached com- 
panies. When LinnzEus was inchned to ex- 
plain any curious plant, bird, or infed, which 
had either fallen under his own notice, or 
was brought to him by any of the lludents ; 
the ftraggkrs were called together by the 
found of mufic, and crowding round their 
mafter liftened in refpedtful iilence while he 
offered his obfervations *^ 

His reputation was now fo widely fpread 
in foreign countries ; that he received the 
moft flattering invitations to Petcrfburgh, to 
Gottingen, and particularly to Madrid ; where; 
he w as offered by the king of Spain a very con- 
fiderable flipend -f , the rank of nobility, and 
the toleration of his religion. But the pro- 
fped even of the moil: fplendid advantages, 
could not feduce him from his native country j 
where he had acquired the efleem of his 
fovereign, and the general refpedt of his coun- 

* I am indebted to Sir John CuUum for this anecdote, 
who received it from Dr. Solander ; and it has been fince 
confirmed to me by Mr. Dryander, a Swedifti gentleman, 
who frequently attended thcfc botanical excurfions. 

I A penfion of 2000 piftoles. Pultcney, p, 35. 

trymen. 
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trymen, whigh he. maintained until the day 
of his death. ' 

His fervices in promoting every branch of 
natural hiftory were acknowledged in the full- 
eft manner; and every afliftance afforded to 
his endeavours to improve and diffufe his fa- 
vourite fcience. A new houfe was raifed for 
him, at the public expence, clofc to the phy- 
fic-garden: he was occafionally deputed by 
the ftates to make excurfions into various parts 
of Sweden, with a view to the advancement 
of natural hiftory. For this purpofe, he, at 
different times, vifited the Iflands of Goth- 
land and Oeland, the provinces of Skone and 
Weft Gothland ; and communicated to the 
public, in his native language, the Itineraries 
of his Travels, which are faid to be replete* 
with curious and philofophical obfervations ; 
the general purport of which was principally 
directed in adapting natural hiftory to oeco- 
noniica^ ufes. Many of his fcholars * were 

* Kalm journeyed to North America; Haflelquift to 
Smyrna, Egypt, and Paleftine ; Ternftroem, Toren, and 
Ofbeck, to China; Rolander to Surinam; Loefling to 
Spain and North America; Forfkal to Arabia; Thun- 
berg to the Cape of Good Hope, Batavia, and Japan ; 
Sparman to the Cape and South Seas ; and above all, the 
much to be regretted Dr. Solander round the world. 

6 alfo. 
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alfb, under his aufpices, difpatched to various 
parts of the world, at the expencc of the 
public, or of particular focicticsj and they 
all fecm to have caught from their beloved 
mafter a fpirit of emulation and zeal for 
fcience : the communications which he re- 
ceived from their ur remitted labours fumifhed 
him with fuch information as enabled his 
comprehenfive mind to appropriate, as it were, 
their difcoverics, and to ** exemplify in a 
*' more perfedl and det. ilei minner his fyf- 
" tem of nature *." Th is his genius may 
be faid to have ditfufed itfelf tlirough the moft 
diflant regions of the globe? and his fpirit 
ftill continues to animate the zealous difciples 
of the Linnasan fchool. 

Tlie following circumftances, relative to his 
deceafe, are related by his Swedi'h biogra- 
pher -f*. In May 1774, whUe he was read- 
ing lc^^^:ures in the botanical garden, he was 
feizcd with an apopledic Aroke, that was fol- 
lowed by a debility which he himfelf pro- 
nounced the forerunner of death. His limbs 
were affcdcd to fuch a degree, that he could 
not be moved without extreme pain and dif- 



* riiltcncy, p, 34.' f Baeck. 

ficulty. 
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liculty. In autumn, however, he was fome- 
what recovered ; which he, in the enthufiafm - 
of fcience, imputed ta a prefent of feveral 
hundred rare plants, fent to him by the king. 
Thefe plants, brought from Surinam by Dahl- 
berg, a Swedifli officer, were fo well preferv- 
ed in fpirits, that their flowers, fruit, and 
leaves, were diftindlly vilible. He found great 
amufement and confolation in arranging and 
publifhing a fhort defcription of them, under 
the title of Plantce Surinamenfes^ which was 
his laft performance- In June 1776, he was 
afflided with a fecond ftroke of apoplexy, 
which reduced him to fo weak a ftate, that, 
to ufe his own expreffions in his Journal, 

Linnaeus limps, can hardly move, fpeaks 
" unintelligibly, and can fcarcely write/' In 
the fame year a paralytic ftroke deprived him 
of the ufe of his right fide, and confined him 
wholly to his bed. His ftrength gradually 
forfook him j his mental faculties were im- 
paired ; and an ague, attended by a dropfy, 
brought on a tranquil dilTolution on the loth 
of January 1778, in the 71ft year of his age. : 

His remains were interred in the cathedral 
of Upfala, with all the funeral honours which 
gratitude and refped could infpire. The king 

of 
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of Sweden ordered a medal to be ftruck ex- 
preflive of the dejedtion of fcience upon ther 
deceafe of Linnaeus, and a monument to .be 
eredled over his a(hes : his majefty alfo at- 
tended the meeting of the Academy of Sci- 
ences, in which his commemoration fpeech 
was delivered; and, as a Hill higher tribute 
to his memory, lamented, in a fpeech from 
the throne to the diet of the irre- 

trievable lofs which Sweden had fuffered from 
his death *. 

The moft triflincr anecdotes relative to the 
perfon and charader of fuch eminent men as 
Linnaeus cannot fail of being particularly in- 
terefting ; and our curiofity in thefe refpeds 
will be highly gratified by the following de- 
tail of a -j- naturalift perfonally acquainted 
with him j who reprefents him chiefly in pri- 
vate and domeftic fcenes ; which, though they 
place every charadler in the trueft light, yet 
too often efcape the notice of biographers. 

** I had the good fortune of enjoying the 
*' inftrudlions, protection, and familiar ac- 
** quaintancc of Linnaeus, from 1762 to 1764. 



* Pultency, p. 212. | Fabricius. 

" No 
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No day pafTed ih which I did not fee him ; 
none^ in which I did not attend his ledures, 
or converfe with him in the moft friendly 
manner, Iti fummer I followed him into 

*\ the country, accompanied by two friends, 
Kuhn and Zoega, who were foreigners as 
well as nlyfelf: in winter we took up our 
abode oppofite to his houfe at Upfala ; 
where he vifited us almoft every day without 
form, in his red night-gown and green cap 
lined with fiir, and with his pipe in his 
hand. His converfation was lively and 
agreeable : he would amufe us with many 
anecdotes relative to the naturalifts both» 
native and jforeign, whom he had formerly 
known ; he would frequently refolve dif- 
Acuities f which o(;c\xn^d to us in the pro- 
grefs of our iludie^, aiKl often favoured us 
with occafional indruclions- During our 
unreftrained intercourfe, he v^ould frequent- 
ly burft into loud fits of laughter; his 

" countenance would brighten with pleafure ; 
and his mind would expand with a degree 
of opennefs and freedom^ which fliowed 
his nr-tui^al inclination to fociablenefs and 

" friend/hip. Not lefs joyous was our coun- 
try life. We dwelled in a farm-houfe at a 

fmall 
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** fmall diftance from his habitation. Lin- 
** naeus in fummer generally rofe at four*i 
" would frequently call upon us at fix ; and, 
** having breakfafted, would read lediures upon 
** the Ordines naturales plantarum until ten. 
*• Then we attended him to the neighbour- 
" ing rocks, where he had fufiicient employ- 
" ment in defcribing and detailing their dif- 
" ferent productions till mid-day, the ufual. 
" hour of his dinner ; after which we re- 
" paired to his houfe, and palTed the evening 
** in his company. Every Sunday we receiv- 
** ed a vifit from Linnaeus and his whole fa-> 
" mily; on which occalion we always pro- 
** vided a pcafant who played upon a kind of 
" violin, and danced in the barn with infinite 
** fatisfaCtion. In truth, though our ball was 
** not very fplendid ; our fociety not nume- 
" rous J our mufic not fuper-excellent ; our 
" minuets and Polifh dances not diverfified ; 
" yet we amufed ourfelves not a little. The 
" old man, who generally fat fmoking his 

♦ " In fummer," fays Dr. Ba?ck, " he ufually flept only 
" from 10 to 3; and in winter from 9 to 6. Whenever 
" he perceived himlllf fatigued with too much applica- 
« tion, he quitted his ftudy, and relieved himfclf with fo- 
" ciety," 

« pipe 
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" pipe with my friend Zoega, and looked 
" on, would now and then ftart up and join 
** himfelf in a Polifli dance, in which he far 
** furpafled the youngeft of the company. 
" Thofe days and hours will never be for- 
" gotten by me, but will always be recolleded 
** with pleafure^ 

•* Linnzeus was fmall in ftature, and ap- 
** peared ftill fhorter from a habit of {looping. 
•* He was thin, but well-made j and when I 
" knew him, age had already begun to mark 
" his forehead with wrinkles. His counte- 
** nance was open ; almoft always ferene j and 
" his eyes were the moft expreffive I ever be- 
** held : they were fmall indeed, but lively and 
" piercing beyond defcription ; I do not recol- 
" ledt their colour, but their glances would now 
" and then penetrate and read my very foul. 
** The engraving prefixed to the Species Plan^ 
" tarum is a very ftriking refemblance of him. 
" His mind was noble j his underflanding 
" was quick and acute. His great pre-emi- 
" ncnce confifted in the regular connexion of 
" his ideas ; and all his words and actions 
** were orderly and fyftematic. In his youth 
" his memory was ftrong, but began to fail 
** at a very ^arly period of his life. I per- 
8 *' ceived 
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ceived feveral inftances of his not being 
** able to remember the names of his neareft 
" acquaintance ; and once in particular found 
" him in great diftrefs, having juft written a 
" letter to his father-in-law, whofe name he 
" had abfolutely forgotten. His heart was 
" open to every impreffion of joy ; he loved 
" pleafantry, and was fond of fociety ; was an 
** excellent companion; cheerful and agree-' 
** able in his converfation ; of fanciful wit ; and 
** polTeiTed a happy talent of introducing and 
" applying appofite anecdotes. His paffions 
** were ftrong and violent ; he was hafly and 
" choleric, but foon appeafed. His friend- 
" fliips were warm and unalterable, and more 
** particularly to his favourite fcholars; his 

attachment was always founded upon a love 
" of fcience ; he was fo fortunate as to ex- 
** perience few inftances of ingratitude ; and 
** it is well known with what zeal his difciples 
** returned his friendfhip, and how frequently 
" they engaged in his defence. 

" Though his love of fame was boujjdlefs, 
" and his motto, Famam extender e faBisy the 
" true image of his foul j yet this ambition 
** had no other objed than literary eminence ; 
" and never degenerated into an ofFenfive and 

** unfocial 



« 
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unfocial pride. Nor was the rank, to which 
" he had been raifed by the favour of his fo- 
vereign, any otherwife agreeable to him 
than as a mark of his high reputation' in 
fcience. In matters relative to botany he 
could not eafily brook any contradidion : 
he thankfully, indeed, received and ufed the 
annotations of his friends for the improve- 
ment of his works ; but he difdained the 
attacks of his opponents j and, by never 
" replying, configned them to that oblivion 
in which they have long been buried. He 
was himfelf liberal in his encomiums, and 
not difpleafed with being admired, which 
" feems to have been his -principal foible : his 
" love of praife, however, was founded on the 
ftrohg perception of his own excellence ; on 
his acknowledged improvements of natural 
hiftory; and upon the confcioufnefs of being 
efteemed the firll: lyflematic writer of the 
" age. Tournefort, as he often aflured me, 
he had looked up to from his youth as the 
" mafter whom he had propofed'to imitate; 
and whom he foon furpalTed in' aTery con- 
fiderable degree. 

" His way of life was moderate and par- 
" fimonious ; and he has hzzn accufed of co- 
Vol. IV. S vetoufnefs. 
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" vetoufnefs f. I cannot, however, but hold 
" him in fome meafure excufcd, if he placed 
" too high a value upon money, the want of 
'* wliich he had fo long and fo feverely ex- 
** perienced. It may alfo be urged in his de- 
" fence; that the habits of extreme parfi- 

mony, which he had contradted under the 
" moft prefling neceflities, adhered to him af- 
** terwards ; and could not be fliaken off even 
" in times of affluence. I never, however, 
" perceived that his frugality degenerated in- 
" to fordid avarice ; and I can allege my own 
** example as an inftance to the contrary. He 
" refufed in fo peremptory a manner to accept 
*' the acknowledgment due to him for reading 

ledturcs to us' during the whole fummer ; 
" that we were obliged (after having in vain 
** endeavoured to force it upon him) to leave 
" it fecretly behind us." 

To the honour of his country and the pre- 
fent age, Linnaeus reaped the advantage of his 

* It is a fufficient refutation of the charge of avarice, 
that " though he was extremely fparing in his own private 
*' expcnccs ; yet he was liberal in entcrtauiing his friends, 
and in a£ts of charity j and that he always remitted to 
poor ftudcnts what was due to him for attending his Icc- 
" tures." Baeck. 



fuperior 
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fuperior genius by the unfolicited accumula- 
tion of wealth and honours. In 17^3 he was 
created a knight of the Polar-flar, and en- 
nobled in 1756. 

His writings brought him, on account of 
their number, no inconfiderable emolument * ; 
while his falary as profeflbr, his pradice as a 
phylician, and the prefents which he occa- 
fionally received from his fcholars, rendered 
him eafy and independent. He purchafed in 
the neighbourhood of Upfala two eftates, at 
Hammarby and at Saefjaj at the former of 
which he built a villa j and at his deceafe be- 
queathed an ample provifion to his widow and 
children. He left four daughters and one 
fon, Charles Linnaeus, who fucceeded him in 
the profelTorfhip, and died on the firft of No- 
vember 1783. 

The name of Linnaeus maybe clafled amongfl 
thofe of Newton, Boyle, Locke, Haller, Euler, 
and other great philofophers, who were friends 
to religion : he always teftified in his conver- 
fations, writings, and anions, the higheft re- 
verence for the Supreme Being j and was fo 
ftrongly imprelTed with the idea of omni- 



* A ducat, or about 9 s. bd. each ftieet. Fabrlcius. 

S 2 prefence. 
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prefence, that he wrote over the door of his 
library : Innocui vivitCy numen adejl. 

The great merits of Linnasus, as a naturalift, 
are to be eftimated from the rude ftate in 
which he found all the branches of natural 
hiftory, and the perfection to \yhich he car- 
ried them ; in drawing order from confufion, 
and perfpicuity from darknefs : his under- 
ftanding, comprehenfive, yet accurate, was ca- 
pable of combining and arranging an almofl 
infinite variety of objeds ; which the magni- 
tude of die greateft could not fatigue, nor the 
infignificance of the fmalleil; elude. The mere 
catiilogue of his works would make an or- 
dinary pamphlet and it would require no 
fmall volume to trace even the outlines of his 
fyftemy no^w diftinguiflied by the appellation 
of Linnae.in, which new methodized and re- 
formed the whole compafs of natural hiftory. 
In thefe extenfive and various purfuits, we 
know not which to admire moft j his intimate 
knowledge ; his fertility of invention ; his in- 
defatigable induftry ; his fcientific arrange- 
ment ; or that wonderful exadtnefs in difcrimi- 
nating, where the minuteft lhades of difference 
are fcarccly perceptible. 

The 
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The reader, who is defirous of further in- 
telligence concerning this great naturalift, 
will find his curiofity amply gratified from 
the peruM of Dr. Pulteney's General View 
" of the Writings of Linnaeus/' In that ex- 
cellent publication the ingenious author has 
detailed a lift of his numerous works, me- 
thodically claffed according to the ^era of their 
appearance ; to which is fubjoined a critical 
account of their general contents. He has 
alfo traced the progrefs, and laid open the 
leading principles of the Linnasan fyftem, with 
a mafterly precifion and accuracy, which could 
only be derived from the moft perfed know- 
ledge of the fubjed. 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. VIII. 

Remarks on the writings o/' Wallerius, Cron- 
ftedt, and Bergman. — Analyjis of the Seta" 
graphia Mtneralis. 

THE contents of this chapter being at 
my rcqueft communicated to me by 
Dr. Pulteney, I claim no other merit than 
that of giving it to the public. 

" The public revenue and wealth of Sweden 
" being intimately conneded with the mines, 
" particularly thofe of "iron, mineralogy has 
" been eminently encouraged and cultivated 
** in that kingdom. To this caufe we may, 
" in a great meafure, attribute the acknow- 
** ledged {kill of the Swedifh chymifts, as fu- 
" perior to thofe of many other nations : for 
" how much foever we owe to the labours 
** of Pott and Margraaf, and feveral other 
" Germans ; it is to the Swedes that we are 
*' indebted for the firft rational fyftem of mi- 
" nemlogy. Among thofe who principally 
" taught the method of arranging thefe un- 
** organized bodies, we muft not omit the 
5 " great 



c. 8. 
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« great Linnseus : he laid the bafis of what 
" may be called the ciaffical foundation of 
" his fyftem, in the chymical analyfis j hav- 
" ing early diftributed the earths into Cal- 
" careous, Vitrefcent, and Apyrous, and efta- 
*' bli(hed his orders and genera, on figure, 
" colour, hardnefs, and other fenfible qua- 
" lities. This fyftem was, in a great mea- 
" fure, adopted by Wallerius. But it is to 
** Cronftedt that wc owe the full and more 
** precife difpofition of thefe fubjeds, accord- 
" ing to their conftituent parts and prin- 
** ciples : and it muft be allowed, that the 
" difcoveries of the Swedifh mineralogifts and 
** chymifts have, within a few years, greatly 

advanced this branch of knowledge. 

Wallerius publiflied at Stockholm, in 
" 1747, the firft Iketch of his fyftem in 
" the SwediHi tongue j and he has preferved 
" nearly the fame arrangement in the fub- 
*' fequent editions of J754 and 1778, In 
** the following year he gave to the world 
** a differtation * On the Nature and Origin of 
*' Nitre j' and in 1751, after he had been 

nominated profelTor qf chymiftry, metal- 
** lurgy, and pharmacy, an academical difier- 

tation * On the Principles of Vegetation,* 



S4 
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** Soon after his appointment to the pro- 
" fefforlhip, he printed in his native lan- 
" guage, * An Epiftle on the true Nature, 
" Utility, and Excellence of Chymiftry.' 
" In the next year, in addition to his trad on 
" Vegetation, he publilhed another, relative 
** to * The Methods inid Ufe of rendering 
" Seeds fertile, by walhing or infufing them 
" for a certain Time in various Kinds of Li- 
" quors :' and in the refult he gives it as his 
** opinion, that fuch methods are generally 
** hazardous. 

** In the fame year Wallerius put fortii, in 
** the 7 th volume of the jicia Academics ISld- 
" tura Curiojoruvit a paper * On the beft 
" Method of making Tar frorii the Pine and 
" Fir Trees in which he takes occafion to 
" treat of the principles of tar-water, the me- 
** dicinal fame whereof had, by means of the 
** BiHiop of Cloyne's Sirisy fpread over all 
" Eufope. In the fame adls he has written 
" * On the ftellated or arborefcent appearance 
" on xhz' Rt'giilus Ant 'umnn-y and gives direc- 
** tions to prepare the regnlus fo as to fucceed 
** in rendering the flar vifible; obferving, that 
** it depends on the antimony being more or 
" lefs deprived of its fulphur. This year 

" produced 
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produced from the profeflbr a thefis, con- 
" taining ^ .Stune 'Stridures on the erroneous 
Method of preparing certain Chymical Re- 
medies t' a fignal proof of his application of 
true chymical knowledge to the real advan- 
tage of practical medicine. In the adts of 
the Royal Society of Stockholm for 1754, 
the profeffor has defcribed the method of 
" making, from mercury alone, the ari^or 
^* dicintey . or what has been called the philofo- 
phical tree- In VoL XXI. for 1760, with 
equal abiUty, he inquires into ^ the nature 
of that earth v/hich exifts in all vegetables 
and animals as a principle of their compo- 
fition and he here takes occafion to fpeak 
of . the method of obtaining pure earth of 
this kind, from water by trituration, as 
mentioned by Eller : a fail which has been 
much doubted, and difputed, by many fub- 
fequent philofophers andchymifts. In thefe 
^' aits alfo, for the year 1765, we find the re- 
" fult of his examination of platina, by which 
it appears that he thought it a real metal, 
and not, as fome have judged, either a recre- 
" ment, or a mixed metal. 

" In 1 76 1 he publifhed an academical dif- 
fertation, under the title of ^ Chymical Prin- 

ciples 
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" ciples of Agriculture,' in quarto, nearly o( 
** ^00 pages ; in which the various methods 
« of fertihzing different foils, by manures, 
and other procefles, are difculTed. About 
" the fame time he wrote, in the Swedifli 
" tongue, a thefis, on occafion of fome mif- 
" chief done at Upfala by hghtning, intended 
** to prove the perfedl fimilarity between the 
« matter of lightning and eledrical fire. In 
" 1768 Waller ius gave to the world a large 
" volume in odavo, in Latin, * On the Ele- 
" ments of Metallurgy,' in^which he has co- 
** pioufly delivered the principles of the doci- 
" maftic art. The fame year he alfo put 
«* forth what he calls * Lucubrations on all 
" the Syftems of Mineralogical Writers,* and 
** on the * method of conftru^ting a rational 
" clallification of the foflil kingdom.* This 
*♦ is a work of much labour and erudition; 
" and is highly gratifying to a curious fearcher 
** into nature. He begins with the earlieft 
** writers on the fubjedt, and follows them 
*' through each century to the prefent time. 
** He has exemplified the latter part of his 
** lucubrations in his own fyftem, of which 
** he publirtied the firft volume in a Latin 
*' edition in 1772, and the fecond in 1778. 

This 
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'* Thi§ work muft be confidered as his ca- 
" pit2^ performance. The French edition of 
" 1754 had been in great eftimation and 
** conftant ufe : this is much enlarged ; and, 
** by being rendered into Latin, is become 
" more fcientific, and better adapted to ge- 
** neral ufe. The great treafure of erudition 
** and experimental knowledge which it con- 
** tains, makes it unqueftionably one of the 
" moft valuable books on the fcience ; and, 
" in defiance of all changes of fyftems or 
*^ circumftances in mineralogy and chymiftry, 
" it muft long remain a ftriking inftance of 
** the labour, learning, and fcience of its 
" author. Befide the excellent arrangement 
** given to the whole fubjedt, and the well- 
" defined characters of each clafs, order, and 
•* genus, it is enriched at the end of each 
" genus with copious Jcholtat containing the 
" opinions of preceding authors on the fe- 
" veral fubftances j and he concludes with 
" his own idea of the true nature or com- 
** pofition of each. One of the lateft of his 
" works is Meditationes de Origine Mundi, 
** printed at Stockholm, in o(5tavo, 1779, 
** pp. 242. It is to be expeded, that many 
" of the principles contained in this work 

" relating 
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" relating to fire, li^ht, fited air, &cc. and 
" much of his reafoning,- particularly on the 
** inflammable, faline, and aqueous principles 
" in bodies, will not be received by all the 
" philofophers 'of this country ; nor his theory 
'* of the formation of this globe, be thought 
" fatisfadory. Yet, the learning he has dif- 
** played, and his wdl-intended folicitude to 
** reconcile his fyftem, and the changes of the 
" elements, to the Mofaic account of the crea- 
" tion, will enfure his work a'candid reception 
" among all who are inclined to fpeculate on 
** thefe intricate fubjcds, and are friendly to 
" religion. 

** This learned man, after having filled the 
" chair for thirty years with high reputation, 
** refigned in 1767 the profeHbrfhip ; and was 
" honoured by his fovereign with the order of 
** Vafa. Wallerius is now above eighty, and 
" ftill continues to enjoy, at his houfe near 
" Upfala, a literary retirement. 

" Axel Frederic Cronftedt, the excellent 
" Cronftedt, as he is juftly called, defcended 
" from a noble German family naturalized 
** in Sweden, was a native of Sudermanland, 
" and was born in 1722. He ftudied n;ii- 
'* neralogy under Wallerius, Swab, and Tilas. 

" He 
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He commdDced his'y ji;?talk in this field of 
^Aifoicmce b.^ .a difcovery which foon, rendered 
^^ him cotifpicuous/thaiti of a tiew femimetal, 
^^'Calljed'Jji^ickel. - He: .gave the firft * inti- 
^V'!B:>ation :p£ it in ai : paper rfiiiblilhcd in the 
*^:rStod;hpJm. Ads; feir:ith^^ 1751 ; /and 

he deAailjed focne expepraents made upon it, 

in the .fame work, fcn thd^year 1754* >In 

1753 he publiihedjQbffrva'tions * on Gyp- 

fu'm land in the fifteenth volume of the 
*V A^ts for ii7^5V»gaye a curious account of 

filver precipitated from v/ater in the Kongf- 
" berg mines. In 1756 Cronftedt diftin- 
" guillied himfelf by> the difcovery of the 

zeolite, which he firft narned, and feparated 
" as a diftindt ftone, confiding of a peculiar 

earth, as its bafis : his obfervations on it 

were printed in the Stockholm Acts for 
" that year. Profefibr Bergman has fmce 
" found, by analyzing zeolite, that it confifts 

of a mixture of filiceous, argillaceous, and 

calcareous earth. 

In the lame Ads, Vol. XVIII. for 1757, 
" he publifhed an ingenious paper, with a 

vicv/ to deted the colouring principle in 
" the cow-wheat ( Mefampyrwn arvcnfe the 

ftalks of which, when faded, acquire a fine 

blue 
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" blue colour. They yield this colour to 
** water; and it is not deftroyed either by 
** vinegar, or fpirit of vitriol, or by alkalis, 
" unlefs boiled together with thefe latter ; 
** which led him to fufped: that a vegetable 
" dye, or pigment, might be extracted from 
•* this plant. In 1758, at which time he was 
" director of the mines of Dalecarlia and 
** Weftmanland, Cronftedt publifhed his * Ef- 
" fay towards a Syftem of Mineralogy.' It 
" was printed in the Swedish language, and 
" without the name of the author. In 1760, 
" it was tranflated into German ; and in 1770, 
** into Englilh j and is now in the hands of 
** all diligent inquirers into the knowledge of 
" foffils. Wallerius himfelf has called it Opus 
** Jine pari. The author, not being led away 
" with what he calls Ftguromania, but neg- 
•* ledling the external appearances of mineral 
** bodies, has fuccecded beyond all others, in 
" clalling them according to their conftituent 
" principles. This method obliges him to 
" make no diftindlion between earths and 
" llones ; and to throw into an appendix all 
** tliat are called figured extraneous foffils, 
" which had held fo diftinguiflied a rank in 
*' former lyftems. 

" In 
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" In the Stockholm Adts for 1761, he has 
" given fome inftrudions relating to the choice 
** of ftone for building; and hints at the 
** pradicability of ufing the flag of iron fmelt- 
" ing houfes, by running it into * moulds for 
" bricks j which hint is profecuted in a fub- 
** fequent paper of the year 1763, advifmg, 
" that the lime which is ufed fhould be re- 
" duced into fine powder. In the fame vo- 
** lume he conimunicates fome obfervations 
" * on the Phyfical Geography of the Pro- 
" vince of Jemtland in Sweden.' In the 
" 25th volume for 1764, Cronftedt delivered 
" in a procefs on platina, when melted with 
" nickel and fulphur j which he found re- 
" coverable in the form of a black powder, 
" by diflblving the mixed fub fiance in aqua 
" fortis. 

" It is to be lamented that this able man 
*' did not live longer, to improve ftill further 
** that fcience he fo much enlightened. He 
" died in 1765, in the 43d year of his 
" age." 

A poflhumous work of this accurate mi- 

* This is now pradlifed at the forges at Briftol ; and 
there are long ranges of wall near Bath covered with this 
material. 

neralogifl 
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neralogill: has lately made its appearance. 
For fome time before his death he was em- 
ployed in arranging and preparing for the 
prefs an account of the mines of Weftman- 
land and Dalecarlia, of which he was fuper- 
intendent. A copy of this performance, ori- 
ginally written by the author in the Swedilli 
tongue, which he completed but did not live 
to p.ublifii, was fortunately procured by Mr. 
Georgi, adjuni!^ to the Imperial Academy of 
Sciences at St. Peterfburgh j who has given 
to the world a German tranllation of it under 
the following title *, " Cronftedt's Mineralo- 
" gical Account of the Mines of Weftman- 
" land and Dalecarlia, from his own obfer- 
" vations and refearches j" a work replete 
with much curious information, and remark- 
able for that accuracy and precifion, which 
fo highly diftinguilh all his other writings. 

" I regret that it is not in my power to 
" lurnith the reader with more particular 
** anecdotes of profellbr Bergman. He very 
" early diflinguilhed himfelf by a ftrong at- 
" tachment to fcience ; and was, at a young 

* " Mineral Gefchichte ueber Weftmanlandifchc und 
" Dalecarlifclie Erdjrcburge auf Bcobachtungen luid Un-- 
« tcrfuechungcn gcgrucndct," kc, 

" period 
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5' period of his life, made profeflbr of mathe- 
matics and hatural philofophy in the uni- 
verfity of Uplala. We find him, fo early 
as the year 1756, in the 17th volume of 
the Stockholm Afts, corredling a miftake 
of the celebrated Linnaeus; who, for want 
of more perfed information, had defcribed, 
under the mime of coccus aquaticusy the 
egg of a fpecies of the leech genus ; and, 
in the fubfequent year, he gave an accurate 
defcription of that genus, which was after- 
wards generally adopted by Linnaeus him- 
felf 

" In 1759 he publifhed a paper contain- 
*^ ing ^ A Review of the feveral Explana- 
tions which Natural PLilofophers have given 
"of the Rainbow;' and, in 1760, fome 
thoughts ^ on the Origin of thofe kinds of 
Meteors which are not accompanied by any 
" fenfible found or explofion ; and a paper on 
" the opinions held by philofophers, relating 
" to the twilight ; to v/hich he has prefixed 
" the account of Mairan's anjicrepiifculum, or 
that of the horizon oppofite to the lun. In 
1761 and 1762 profellbr Bergm.an wrote, in 
the Swedifh x^ds, on the fubjcift of elcc- 
VoL. IV. T " tricity. 
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** tricity, in confequence of a correfpondence 
" w ith Mr. Willbn ; and particularly on the 
" eledrical quality of Iceland chryftal, and 
" double refrading fpar. In the year 1763 
«' he again diftinguiihed himfelf among the 
" entomclogifts, by a paper on the tenthredo, 
*' or fa w- fly, the caterpillars of which had 
** commonly been confounded with thofe of 
" the butterfly and moth, until he difcovered 
" that the feet in the latter are never more 
" than fixteen, but that in the tenthredo they 
" alwavs exceed that number. The fame 
** year produced from the author, a refult of 
*' fome eledrical experiments, made with filk 
" of various colours, but which did not prove 
" fatisfadory. 

" In 1767, on the refignation of Wallerius, 
" Mr. Bergman was chofen to fucceed him as 
" profelfor of chymiftry and metallurgy. How 
" ably he has filled this chair, fo honourably 
** occupied by his venerable predecefibr, is 
*' well known to all who are interefted in thefe 
" purfuits. In the year 1764 the profellbr 
" wrote a paper to afcertain, from a number 

of obfervations, the height in the atmofphere 
" at which the aurora borcalis exilb. He 

** computes. 
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computes, that thefe appearances are fome- 
times fo low as at 20 Swedifh miles*; at 
others, that they are raifed to 150 : the me- 

" dium he therefore fixes at 72. Thefe ob- 
fervations were afterwards further profecut- 
ed. In 1765 and 1766 he wrote again on 

" eledlrical fubjefts, and chiefly on the pro- 
perty and laws of electricity in the Tour- 
malin ; which had been put into his hands, 

" by the Royal Academy of Sciences of Stock-' 
holm, for examination. 

In 1 767 the profeflbr publiflied fome im* 
portant hints relative to the depuration of 
alum at the alum-works ; obferving, that 

" it was cuftomary to employ alkali, in order 
to free it from the vitriol. He advifes 
rather to ufe for that purpofe the admixture 
of a portion of argillaceous earth, and pro- 
pofes a tobacco-pipe clay. A paper having 
appeared in the Stockholm A6ls for 1769, 
on the culture of pine-trees, Mr. Bergman 
alfo publidied in the fame, ' An Account of 
the Infeds which deflroy that Tree ii\ 
Sweden and he attributes the devaflation 
to the abundance of the tentbredo cater*- 

* A degree containing io| SvveJifh miles; a Swedifh 
mile zz about 6(- Englifh miles. 

\ ' . T 2 pillar. 
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*' pillar. In that kingdom, where fuch im- 
** menle quantities of wood are confumed in 
" the fmelting furnaces, thefe matters are de- 
'* fcrving of high attention. In 1770, in or- 
" der to induce the Swedifh chymifts to pre- 
" pare corrofive fablimate, which was then 
'* chiefly imported, our author publiflied a 
" paper, containing a recital of the various 
** metliods hitherto ufed to unite mercury with 
" the marine acid ; and he profecutes the hif- 

tory of this combination in two fubfequent 
** volumes of the fame ACts. Some build- 
** ings at Stockholm having fulfered by light- 
** ning in the year J 769, our author, and his 

fuccelTor in the profcllbrfliip of natural phi- 
*' lofophy, Mr. Wilkie, botli publillied * on 
•* the fubjeCt of conductors to lightning.' 

" In 1 77 1, Vol. XXXII. of the Stockholm 
" Acts, profelTor Bergman gives * fome In- 
'* ftruCtions concerning the heft Clay Com- 
" pofitions for making Tiles.' In 1773 if- 
" fucd his obfervations on fixed air ; or, as 
" he chuks rather to call it, the aerial acid : 
•* this paper, and feveral others, printed be- 
** fore and after this time, either feparately, 
" or in the Stockholm ACts, have fince bten 
" collected, and publillied by the author in 

" Latin, 
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" Latin, in three volumes odlavo, 1779, 1780, 
1783, under the title of Opufcula phyfica cf 
chemica * j pleraque Jeorfim antea edita jam ab 
au5lore collet dy revtfa et au£la\ and have fur- 
ther contributed to extend his fame, and 

" moft defervedly raife his character to a high 

" rank throughout Europe. The author pro- 
pofes to carry on this niifcellaneous publi- 
cation on the fame plan. 

Dr. TroiVs Account of Iceland contains 

" a very curious letter from the profcfTor, 
written in 1776 ; in which he introduces 
many judicious obfervations on the effedls 
of fubterraneous fires, on the origin and for- 

" mation of bafaltes, and the lavas and foflil 
produ<fls of Iceland -f. 

Profeflbr Bergman has not confined his 
refearches and inquiries to the mere analyfis 
of bodies in the laboratory, but has ex- 

* The following plan of this work is thus laid down by 
the author hirnfelf; " Primo volumini prxfertim Halur- 
« gica inferui, in fecundo mineralogica et metallurgica 
« prodibunt, in tertio attradionum doftrina, una cum 
analyfi quorundam corporum organicorum, in quarto 
varia ad phyficam et hiftoriam naturalem pertinentia, ct 
in fequentibus iterum chemica, fi Deus vitam virefquc 
" largitwr." Opuf. Phyf. Praef. p. xvi. 
t See Troil's Letters on Iceland, p. 338. 400. 

T 3 tended 
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** tended his views to what is called phyiical 
geography ; and has ventured to give the 
" world his lucubrations on the ftrudure and 
" formation of the earth, in a profelTed trea- 
** tife on the fubjedt *. His eilay on the 
** ufefulnefs of Chymiftiy, lately tranflated 
** into the Englifh language, evinces, not only 
** his extenfive acquaintance with this fcience 
" in a theoretical and pradical way, but alfo 
" his comprehenfive view of the good effedls 
" its improvement mull have on the interellb* 
of mankind." 

It may be proper to obferve, that Mr. 
Bergman has compofed two academical dif- 
fertations -f, replete with much accurate in- 
formation on the origin and progrefs of chy- 
miftry. In the firfl: he treats of the rife of 
that art, and its gradual improvement, in a 
chronological feries, to the middle of the 7th 
century ; in the fecond he carries his inquiries 
from that period to the middle of the 17th 
century ; and it is to be hoped that he will in 

* « Phyfick Bcfkiifnung ocfoer Jordklotet," or Phy- 
fical Dcfcription of the Earth. 

t De Primordiis Chemiae in 1777. Chemix Progrcflus 
a Medio SxQ. VII. ad Medium Sxc. XVII.-ijSa. 

the 
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the fame manner profecute this fubjed to the 
prefent time- 
In the fourth vokime of the Upfala Ads, 
the profelTor has lately put forth Meditationes 
de Syjtemate FoJJilium Naturali ; or, Confidera- 
tions on the Natural Syftem of Foffiis. This 
learned work is divided into two parts ; the 
lirfl, on their arrangement, treats of natural 
bodies in general, of the criteria of foffiis in 
general, of their clalTes, genera, fpecies, varie- 
ties ; the fecond lays down rules for giving 
names to foffiis ; a great delideratum in this 
branch of natural knowledge ; and which will 
tend to prevent that confufion and uncertainty 
derived from the want of precife, general, and 
fpecific appellations 

The reader will not wonder that fuch 
extraordinary merit Ihould have been duly 
noticed by the king of Sweden. That 
monarch has honoured profelTor Bergman 
" with the order of Vafa -f- ; and all men of 
" fcience will join in wifliing that he may 

" long 

* His wofks are now colleiled in three volumes odlavo, 
exclufive of his Phyfical Geography in two vohimes. , 

f Having omitted to give an account of the Swedifli 
orders, I ftiall take this opportunity of mentioning them. 
There are four orders : the three fir ft were inftituted in 
1748, by Frederic I. j and the laft by the prefent king. 

T 4 L The 
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long fill the chair he now occupies fo much 
to the advancement of Icience 

L The order of the Seraphim, or the blue ribband ; 
which is appropriated to perfons of the firft rank. It ad- 
mits only of 24 members, exclufive of the royal family and 
foreign princes. II. The order of the Sword, or the yel- 
low ribband, for the oflicers of the navy and army. There 
are three clafles of this order : i. Commanders of the Great 
Crofs, who wear the ribbands over the (boulders, and a ftar 
on their coat. 2. Commanders, who wear the ribband in 
the fame manner, but without the ftar. Each of thefe clafles 
contains 24 members. 3. Knights, who wear the fmall 
crofs pendent from the button-hole. The number of thefe 
is indefinite, but general] v amounts to above 1000. IIL 
Polar Star, or the blacic ribband. Of this order there are 
two clafles : I. Commanders, who wear the great crofs pen- 
dent found the neck. There are 24 of this clafs, but the 
king propofcs to add four for the bifliops. 2. Knights, who 
wear the fmall crofs pendent from the button-hole, are, ex- 
clufive of foreigners, 48 ; to whom the king propofes to 
add fix for the clergy. This order, before the inftitution 
of the following order of Vafa, was conferred upon men of 
letters. IV. The order of Vafa, or the green ribband, efta- 
bliftied at the coronation of the prefent king, is divided into 
three clafles : i. Commanders of the Great Crofs, who wear 
the ribband over the (boulder, and the ftar on the coat. 2. 
Commanders, who wear tlie ribband over the ftioulder with- 
out the ftar. 3, Knights, who wear the ribband over the 
neck. This order is conferred upon perfons who have dif- 
tinguifticd themfelves in agriculture, commerce, the ^ns^ 
and particular fcienccs ; fuch as natural hiftory, chymiftry, 
medicine, &c. 

* Bergman was appointed Redor of the univerfity of Up- 
fclaj and died at Aledvi iti 1 784, in the 50th year of his age. 

The 
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The laft work which I (hall mention of this 
great chymift, is the Sciagraphia Mmerah's, or 
Sketch of the Mineral Kingdom j which may 
be confidered as heads of a courfe of ledlures 
drawn up for the ufe of Mr. Ferber, who ob- 
tained the author's permiflion to prefent it to 
the world. This fhort, but able trad:, was firft 
publifhed in 1782, at Leipfic and Deflau, and 
was immediately reprinted in England and 
Italy. 

I (hall infer t in the Appendix, 3, an 
analyfis of it by the fame ingenious author to 
whom I am indebted for the former part of 
this chapter. 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. IX. 

General Jcfcription of the country. — Wcfleros.— 
Tomb of Eric XIV. — His imprifonment and 
death. — Account of his family. — Singular ad- 
ventures of his eldeft fon Guftavus. — Kung- 
foer. — Arboga. — Orebro. — Marieftadt. — 
Lidkioping. — Trolha:tta. — River Gotha.— 
Attempts to join the Gulf of Botlmia and the 
Gernian Ocean by an inland navigation acrofs 
Sweden. — Fruit lefs e?ideavours to render the 
catara^s of Trolhsetta naDigabk. — Dcfcrip- 
iion of the uorks. 

THE provinces of Upland, Wellman- 
land, and Ncrike, which I traverfed in 
my way to Gotheborg, arc eftecmed the richeft 
and fineft parts of Sweden ; and indeed I can 
hardly figure to myfelf a more variegated or 
pleafing fccnery than is exhibited by the ge- 
neral face of the country. Hills and dales, 
rocks and vallies, fmall plains, numerous 
lakes, forefts, meadows and arable land» fre- 
quent towns and villages, and fcattered fiirm- 
houfes, are blended together with a conllant 

ai^^l 
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and delightful variety. Thus Sweden, wliich 
fome travellers, forming their judgment mere^ 
ly from the few diftrids that fell under their 
immediate obfervation, have defcribed as, a 
mafs of barren and ungenial foil, is evidently 
not deficient in the moft piilurefque beauties 
of rural nature. But I haften from general to 
particular defcription. 

March 6. From Upfala I pafled a trad of 
country, more open and fertile than I had 
hitherto obferved in Sweden, to Endkioping, 
a fmall town, fituated upon a river clofe to 
an inlet of the lake Mailer, and confifting 
chiefly of wooden houfes painted for the moft 
part red. It ftands upon a ridge of ground 
compofed of fand and gravel, which once 
formed the fhore of the lake. Beyond it is a 
fmall plain, formerly covered with water,, in 
which I obferved many fcattered fragments of 
granite. The two next pofts brought me, at 
the end of 24. miles, to Wefteros, fituated 
likewife upon a fmall river clofe to the 
Mxkr. 

Wefteros, or Weftern Arofia, fo called to 
diftinguifh it from Oftra Aros, or Eaftern 
Arofia, the antient name of Upfala, is efteem- 
fd, by the native writers, a place of very high 

antiquity. 
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antiquity. They derive its appellation by a 
fanciful etymology from the river Ar, and Os, 
a mouth ; and fuppofe it to be alluded to by 
Tacitus and by Jornandes the Gothic hif- 
torian. But without dwelling upon fuch ety- 
mological inquiries, which are apt to reft upon 
flender foundiitions, we may obferve, that the 
name occurs in ^he earlieft times of Swedifh 
hiftory. Wefteros carries on a confiderable 
commerce with Stockholm acrofs the lake 
M^ler ; particularly in copper and iron from 
the neighbouring mines, which abound in 
the province of W^eftmanland. It is a large 
ftra^-gling town, compofed of v/codcn hoijles, 
and contains the ruins of an ancient palace, 
formerly inhabitcrd by the kings of Sweden. 
It is a bifhop's fee ; and the cathedral, which 
is built with brick, 's celebrated for the tower, 
ettecmed the highcft in the kmgdom : the 
lower part of this tower is fquare, and fup- 
ports an oftagon fpire tapering gradually like a 
pyramid, and covered with copper. 

Within the cathedral is the tomb of 
Eric XIV. whom I have before had occafion 
to mention, and whofc final cataftrophe I 



♦ Dahlin, Vol. I. p. 193. 
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lhall now relate. We may pity the unfortu- 
nate monarch who was fubjedt to fuch dread- 
ful fits of infanity as may account, in fome 
degree, for his aftions ; yet we cannot, at the 
fame time, but confefs, that he was unworthy 
to reign. The prelude to his depofition was 
the releafe of his brother John * from the 
caftle of Gripfholm, where hf had been con- 
fined by Eric during the fpace of four years* 
His dethronement, which he had merited by 
the moft flagrant enormities, was haftened 
by his imprudence in publicly efpoufing Ca- 
tharine, a woman of the loweft extraction, 
who had formerly been his miftrefs j and by 
what he confidered as the mofl: fortunate cir- 
cumftance of his life, the birth of a fon, 
whom he had compelled his brothers to ac- 
knowledge as the heir-apparent to the throne-^ 
This event excluding his brothers, John and 
Charles, from all hopes of the fucceflion, dif- 
pofed them to avail themfelves of the general 
difcontcnts ; which the capricious conduit of 

* John had been juftly iniprifoned for marrying the 
daughter of Sigifmond king of Poland in oppofition to 
Eric J and for maintaining a fecret correfpondence with 
Sigifmond had been condemned to death by the ftates, but 
was pardoned by the king. 

Eric, 
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Eric, his miftruft of the principal nobility^ 
and his unlimited confidence in perfons of 
the meaneft extraction, excited through the 
kingdom. Accordingly, on the loth of July 
1568, they raifed the ftandard of revolt at 
Wadflena ; and tlieir party rapidly acquired 
fuch numbers, that Eric, being befieged in 
Stockholm, was foon compelled to capitulate, 
and to make a public abdication of his crown 
in favour of John. The depofed monarch 
was immediately imprifoned in the caftle of 
Stockholm, where he endured every fpecies of 
perfecution and indignity. To ufe his own 
pathetic words, which befl: exprefs his fuf- 
ferings, God knows how cruelly and un- 
worthily I have been ufed thefe 22 weeks 
laft paft. Not a day goes over my head 
without leaving behind it fome aftlid:ionk 
" We have been (befide the provocations given 
us from the reproaches ot flandcrous men) 
exceedingly tormented with hunger, cold, 
ftench, and darkncfs j and, what is more 
" afFeding than all the reft, my enemies have 
" more than once attacked us with fwords 
and poniards. Sometimes we have been 
deprived of the common refreshments of 
reft and fleep, becaufe of tumults and noife 
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in the night feafon Once/ in particu- 
lar, being roufed to refiftance by tlie infults of 
one of his brutal keepers, the latter fliattered 
his arm with a mulket ; and left him for fe- 
veral hours weltering in his blood without any 
afliftance- 

We are naturally anxious to know in what 
manner a fovereign, long ufed to the pomp 
and pageantry of a court, could amufe himfelf 
in a prifon, deprived not only of all the com- 
forts, but even the neceffaries of life; and 
hiftory has, in this inflance, gratified our cu- 
riofity. During the firft part of his confine- 
ment he employed himfelf in writing an apo- 
logy for his own condud, as well with refpedl 
to his brother John, as in relation to the 
cataftrophe of the Stures. Several of the 
papers which he flcetchcd upon this occafion 
ftill exiH. They are drawn up in the form 
of fyllogifms -f-, with the minuteft attention 

to 

♦ Account of Livonia, p. 114. 

t A fpecimen of thefe fyllogifms may, perhaps, not be 

unacceptable to the reader. 

" He who affifts my enemy, declares himfelf my enemy: 
John affifted my enemies with money ; ergo, he declares 
himfelf my enemy. He who favours the enemies of a 

" kingdom, is an enemy of that kingdom : Nicholas Swan- 

teflba 
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to the rules of logic; an extraordinary mode 
of confolation to a depofed fovereign. 

In the beginning of 1569 Eric was fum- 
mohed before the ftates alTembled at Stock- 
holm ; and, like Charles 1. of England, brought 
to a trial before his fubjeds. His two bro- 
thers being prefent, the articles of accufation 
were read ; when Eric, whofe capacity, natu- 
rally good, was quickened by his misfortunes, 
anfwered the fcveral charges with a warmth 
of eloquence and fubtlety of argument which 
aftonirtied his accufers. In the heat of dif- 
pute, John reproached him with his infanity : 
" I never was infane but once j" the depofed 
monarch inftantly replied, " and that was 
" when I releafed you from prifon." At 
the conclufion of this trial he was declared 
to have forfeited the crown by his mifcon- 
du6l and tyranny ; and, being reconducted to 
prifon, underwent an additional load of cala- 
mities. He not only wanted occafionally 

teflon favoured the enemies of the kingdom ; therefore 
he is an enemy of this kingdom. John is my fubjevSl, as 
well according to all the laws, as from his oath of alle- 

" giance; therefore he cannot judge me who am his king, 
becaufc I enjoy the SwediOi law." Hift. de Eric XIV, 

p. 210. 

common 
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common neceflaries i but, what afflided him 
moft ftrongly, he was deprived even of his 
books, which had hitherto afforded him fome 
amufement, and of the fociety of his wife and 
children. In vain he \\Tote repeated letters 
to his brother, requefting fome alleviation of 
his diftrefs ; but not the flightefl notice was 
paid to thefe applications. However tyran- 
nical we may efteem his condud while he fat 
upon the throne, yet fuch unnatural cruelties, 
fo wantonly inflicted without the leafl ne- 
celTity, refled the utmoft difgrace upon the 
memory of his brother ; and we almoft lofe 
our abhorrence of Eric's former adions in our 
fenfe of his calamitous fituatioii. The people, 
at length fympathizing with the diftrefs of 
their depofed fovereign, began to condemn the 
extreme rigour of his treatment ; and a ftrong 
party even meditated a revolt. Upon its dif- 
covery and fupprefiion, he was transferred (o 
Abo in Finland, where he underwent a ftill 
jfeverer confinement. In 1570 he was im- 
prifoned at Caftleholm, in the ifle of Aland, 
in a dungeon, which I have defcribed in a 
former chapter ; and in the autumn of the 
fime year was removed to the caftle of Gripf-- 
holm. Here his forrows were for a while 
Vol. IV. U alleviated 
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alleviated by the prefence of his beloved Ca- 
tharine : but he was again deprived of this 
comfort m i573» upon being transferred to 
Wefteros. In a ktter to her, he complains 
bitterly of his feparation, and aflures her of 
his unalterable attachment. He laments the 
miferies of his own imprifonment > acquaints 
her that he had been confined' iji a dark dun- 
geon for feven months, and was but juft re- 
moved to a more comfortable apartment. 
** God forbid," he adds, " wherever you are^ 
** that you and your children Ihould experience 
" any fimilar feverity : forget not your beloved 
" Eric } and break not the marriage vow, to 
** which I have always adhered with fuch in- 
** violable conftancy." From Wefteros lie 
was font the following year to Orebyhus, near 
Wendel, in the province of Upland, where he 
terminated his milerable exigence. Thefe 
frequent changes in the places of his imprifon- 
ment, were occafioned by the apprehenfions of 
John i who perceived that the nation began to 
compaffionate his brother's wretched fituation,. 
and that many attempts had been adually 
made to rellore him to liberty. In confe- 
quence of thefe alarms, John, in 1569, fe- 
cretly laid before the fenate the neceflity of 
* haftcning 
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haftening Eric's death ; but though he found 
no difficulty in obtaining their confent to that 
infamous propofal, yet he deferred the execu- 
tion. At length, as Eric had once nearly 
efcaped from prifon, and as the number of 
his partizans encreafed j he refolved to inflidt 
the fentence of death which had been agreed 
to by the fenate. Accordingly, in the begin- 
ning of the year 1 577, he difpatched his fe- 
cretary to Oreby with a dofe of poifon, and 
with directions in what manner to proceed. If 
Eric fliould obftinately refufe to fwallow the 
draught, the keeper was ordered to open his 
veins, or to ftrangle him under a mattrefs. 
There was, however, no occafion for proceed- 
ing to force : the wretched fufferer received the 
news of his approaching fate without the leafl 
emotion ; and prepared for it with the utmoft 
refignation. On the 22d of February he par- 
took of the facrament with the moft fervent 
devotion ; and on the 26th at noon, having 
fwallowed the poifon in a plate of foup, ex- 
pired, in the ninth year of his imprifonment, 
and in the 45 th of his age ^. His body was 

* The circumftances of Eric's depofition and imprifon- 
ment are principally feledted from the Hiftoire d'Eric XIV. 
by Celfius, Lib. XL and XIL ; and Dahlin^s Gefchichte 
Von Sweden, Vol. IIL p. 538 to p. 551 3 and Vol. IV. 
p. 66 to 68. 

U 2 tranfport- 
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tranfported to Wefleros, and interred in the 
cathedral, \yhere the bifliop of that fee preach- 
ed a funeral fermon from this remarkable text, 
*• The kingdom is turned about and become 
" my brother's for it was his from the Lord." 
} lis tomb is a raifed monument of plain ftone. 
Upon tlie walls of the chapel in which it ftands 
are his arms : the three crowns as king of 
Sweden ; the lion as duke of Finland ; and the 
wheat-flieaf, the device of the Vafa family. 
The whole infcription is E. R. or Eric Rex, 
in large charaders, with a crown painted over 
each letter ; and underneath the Latin text of 
the funeral fermon preached at his interment, 
T rafiJJatum iji rcgnum, &c. 

Eric, during the firft part of his confine- 
ment, kept a journal of the occurrences which 
happened to him in prifon j from which it 
appears, that his wife was the conftant fub- 
jca; of his thoughts. During her abfence, 
writing to her was his almofl: daily occupation „ 
and his letters breathe the moft affedionate 
and warmcft attachment. He foothed many 
hours of his imprifonment by mufic, in which 
he excelled both as a performer and compofer. 
His books, when he was indulged in the ufe 
of them, afforded a pleafing refourcc : and he 
iilled the margins with numerous remarks. 

He 
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He tranflated into his native tongue, the 
hiftory of the Swediih kings, from the original 
of John Magnus ; to which he added fome 
Latin verfes upon the character of each 'fove- 
reign. He compofed two penitential pfalms, 
which are inferted in" th-e Swedifh Pfalter. His 
memorial upon the caufes of the war between 
himfelf and Frederic king of Denmark, his 
aftronomical, or rather aflrological obferva- 
tions, his treatife upon the art of war, all 
written in the Latin language, prove his ca- 
pacity and erudition. 

Catharine, his wife, furvived « him. Shs 
was the daughter of a peafant ; and, while an 
infant, being obfcrved by Eric, he was fo 
ftruck with her beauty, that he paid great 
attention to her education, and placed her in 
the court of his filter Elizabeth. V/hen fhe 
arrived at years of maturity /he became liis 
miftrefs ; and acquired, in a Hiort fpace of 
time, an extraordinary afcendcncy over his 
capricious difpofition : an afcendency derived 
from the graces of,her perfon and the endow- 
ments of her mind ; but, according to the 
prevailing notions of the age, imputed to phil- 
ters and love potions. liis attachment in- 
creafmg, inftead of diminiihino^, by poJefaon, 

U 3 Eric 
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Eric (fruftrated in his hopes of marrying fe- 
veral foreign princelTes) at length efpoufed her, 
after fhe had borne to him a natural fon. 
During his confinement, Catharine gratefully 
returned his affeftion with equal efteem and 
tendernefs ; and afforded to her unfortunate 
lord much confolation in his mifery. She 
furvived her hufband " many years ; and fuch 
was her prudent deportment, that ihe conci- 
liated the favour of John and Sigifmond, from 
whom file obtained a confiderable revenue ; and 
was permitted to pafs the remainder of her 
life in Finland in perfect tranquillity : fhe died 
at Liuxdal, in 1612, and was buried in the ca- 
thedral of Abo *. 

Eric left two natural daughters by Agda, 
daughter of a rich merchant of Stockholm, 
Virginia and Conflantia, both married in Swe- 
den ; and by Catharine four children, of whom 
only Guflavus and Sigrida furvived their fa- 
ther : Sigrida efpoufed count Tott, and her 
defcendants ilill furvived in that illuilrious 
branch. 

Guflavus, born in 1568, and declared 
fucceflbr to the Swedifli crown, was, upon 

* See p. i^, 

{lis 
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his father's depofition, imprifoned at Stock- 
holm ; and when Eric was removed to 
Abo, was enclofed in a fack and delivered 
to an officer belonging to the court, who had 
orders to put him to death, and to bury him 
at the extremity of the town. As the officer 
was proceeding, before day-break, to carry his 
barbarous command into execution, he was 
obferved by a Swedifh nobleman, who opened 
the fack, and difcovering the infint, refcued 
him from immediate deftrudtion. Gufta- 
vus, thus preferved, was conveyed from Swe- 
den hy the friends of Eric. He received a 
wandering edircation in the Jefuits convent 
of Braunfberg, at Thorn in Polifli Pruffia, 
and at Vilna, the capital of Lithuania. In 
thefe different feminaries he made a conlider- 
able progrefs in literature ; and, in particular, 
diffiiiguidied himfelf fo much by his profi- 
ciency in chymiftry, that he was called the 
fecond Paracelfus f. He was no lefs remark- 
able for his knowledge of languages ; fpeaking 
with fluency, befide his native tongue, French, 
Italian, German, Polifli, Ruffian, and Latin. 

* Mefl: Scond. Illuf. Lib. VII. p. 10. Dahlin, IV- 
p. 158. 

t Dahlin^IV. p. 157. 

U 4 He 
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He was indeed fo zealous in the profecution 
of his ftudies, that, on account of his indi- 
gent circumftances, after attending the fchools 
by day, he ufed in the evening to ply at the 
inns in the lowefi: capacity, in order to pro- 
cure a fcanty fubfiftence. His literary ac- 
quifitions, however, did not advance his for- 
tune ; for he paffed a wandering life in the 
greateft mifery ; was reduced to fuch ftraits, 
that he frequently had recourfe to charity ; 
and, at other times, earned his livelihood by 
the mcanell: occupations *. 

His diftrefs was fo great, that he even ven- 
tured to implore the afliltance of his coufin 
Sigifmond, king of Poland and Sweden, who 
pcrfuadcd him to enter into the church, and 
conferred on him an abbey, from the revenues 
whereof he fubfifted for fome time at Thorn. 
Induced, however, to quit Poland, from a fuf- 

* Mefleniu^ la)^, i c'.n. Vll. p. 10. ^^Et quamvis ob 
" nimiam pufilLinimltatcm, ncc I'ccptro, ncc peJo efict 

illc idoneus tamen mediocrcs in littcris fecit progrefTus, 
" libris annis aliquot indefelFus in tanta rcrum omnium 
^' penuria adhxrens, ut interdiu fcholas frequcntaret, jio^tu 
" autcni in publicis Turonix Vilnxque diverforiis, I'uam 

hofpitibus opcram in mundandis ocreis, phaleris, et cu- 

ranJis equls, locando tcnucm vldum amidumque fibi 
" comparaiet/' 

picion 
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picion of Sigiirnond, he accepted the prefling 
invitations of the tzar Boris Godunof, who 
offered his daughter Irene in marriage, and 
his afliftance to afcend the throne of Sweden. 
Guftavus, allured by thefe promifes, repaired 
in 1599 to Mofcow, where he was received 
with thofe honours, which, according to the 
Ruffian ceremonial, were only paid to fove- 
reign princes. But the tzar foon withdrew 
his friendlhip ; broke off the intended aUiance ; 
and, in 1601, removed Guftavus to Uglitz. 
It is uncertain whether this change in the 
tzar's fentiments was occafioned by the re- 
fufal of the SwediHi prince to embrace the 
Greek religion; by his .unwillingnefs to en- 
ter into hoftilities againft Sweden, and to 
difmember Efthonia and Finland in favour of 
Ruffia ; whether becaufe he appeared a prince 
of no fpirit, and too pufillanimous * to pro- 
fecute any enterprize with vigour ; or becaufe 

* Meflenlus, when pralfing his piety and charitable 
difpolition, adds, Tantaque fuerit plenus commifcratioiiv!, 

ut ne palTeris quidem, multo minus hominis, intueri 
" potuerit internecionem. Hincque plus aequo fuerit pu- 
" lillanimis, quae lubmiffio mentis, non raro illlus pofuit 

fprtunae oblhculum." Sccnd. Illuft. Tom. VIII. 

^. ICQ, 
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the contrad of marriage between John prince 
of Denmark and the princefs Irene, made his 
removal from Mofcow necelTary. He refided 
at Uglitz ^ until the acceflion of Demetrius, 
who imprifoned him at Yaroflaf for favour- 
ing Charles IX- king of Sweden, He was 
again releafed by VaffiH Shuifki, upon the 
affaflination of Demetrius, in May 1606, and 
permitted to refide at Kalkin, where he ex- 

* The Swcdiih hiftorians aflTert, that Guftavus was 
fo attached to his lutive country, that no motives could 
induce him to enter into hoftilitics againft it, and that 
this was the fole caufe of his removal. The Ruffians, 
on the contrar)-, affirm, that, Boris, finding him a prince 
without fpirit and vigour, readily accepted the ofFer of 
the prince of Denmark to marry Irene ; and therefore fent 
Guftavus to Uglitz. The Ruffiaji and Swedifti hiftorians 
differ alfo about his fituation. The former fay, that 
Uglitz was granted to him as a fief, and that he refided 
there in great ftate : the latter, that he was treated as a 
prifoner. Perhaps both are in the right. He might refide 
in ftate, and yet be watched as a kind of ftate prifoner. 
As a confirmation of this account of the cafe, Margaret, 
^who was at Mofcow at the time, fays, « that he was fent 

in difgrace to Uglitz; but had a revenue affigned to him 
^ of ^.800 per annum." Etat de la Ruii; p. 96. For 
the hiftory of this Guftavus, fee Dahlin, Vol. IV. paffim. 
Mefl*. Scond. III. paffim. Cclfius Hift. d'Eric XIV. 
p. 245 and 274. Mullcr S. R. G. V. p. 95 to loi, 
and 295. 

pired 
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pired in the following year ; but whether by 
poifon, or by a natural death, is not afcer- 
tained. 

March 7. Between Wefteros and Ar- 
boga I changed horfes at the fmall village 
of Kungfsr; where, being tempted by the 
beauty of the fituation, I roved about the 
environs, and upon the banks of the Maeler. 
This lake is extremely beautiful ; it contains 
feveral iflands rich in wood pafture j its Ihores 
are hilly, feathered with trees, and diverfified 
with gentlemen's feats and farm-houfes. The 
lake, at leaft that part which I faw, was 
ftill covered with ice, but no longer capable 
of bearing carriages. It is ufually frozen 
during a few weeks in winter j and opens 
an eafy communication, by means of fledges, 
between thefe parts and Stockholm. 

KungfcEr ftands upon the mouth of the 
fmall river Ulvifon, which flows into the 
wefl:ern extremity of the Maeler : this ftream, 
which comes from Arboga, helps to form 
the communication between the lakes Maeler 
and Hielmar, by its jundion with the canal 
of Arboga. Near Kungfaer there is an old 
wooden building, or kind of palace, formerly 
inhabited by the kings of Sweden, with a 

menage 
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menage and flables for the royal ftud. From 
Kungfasr ftretches, about nine miles, almoft 
as far as Arboga, a long narrow plain of 
rich pafture, which belongs to the king : 
it is watered by the Ulvifon, and fkirted 
with gently rifmg hills tufted with wood; 
produces great quantities of fine hay ; and 
feeds a large number of cattle. I palled, 
in fight of this fraall plain, which is Icarcely 
more than half a mile in breadth, through 
an undulating countiy ; and arrived at the 
canal of Arboga, which I croffed over a draw- 
bridge. The following infcription informed 
me that the fluice was begun by Charles XL 
and finifhed under the reign of his fon 
Charles XII. 

" Hoc aquarum repagulum juilu AuguAif- 
" fimi quondam Suecorum Regis Caroli XI. 
** nunc in ca'lis beati anno MDCXCI. in- 
** choatum, ultimam manum fceptra gerente 
'* Suevica Auguftillimo Carolo XII. fcliciter 
" recepit MDCIC." This canal will be 
more properly defcribcd in this chapter on 
the inland navigation of Sweden. 

Finding little worthy of notice in Arboga, 
I haftened to Orebro, the capital of Nerikc, 
where I paffed the night : it llands near the 

weftern 
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weftern extremity of the lake Hielmar; and 
is the largeft town which I vifited fince I 
quitted Stockholm. Upon a fmall ifland in 
the middle of the town, formed by two 
branches of the Swart, Hands the caflle, for- 
merly a royal refidence : it is an old fquare 
building of brick and ftone white-walhed, 
and is appropriated to the governor of the 
province. The inhabitants of Orebro fend 
iron, vitriol, and red paint to Stockholm; 
and the trade which they carry on with that 
,capital acrofs the Hielmar and M-^ler, by 
means of the canal of Arboga, is very confi- 
. dcrable. The town poffefles manufactures of 
fire-arms, cloth, and tapeftry. Upon quitting 
Orebro, I traverfed that part of the province 
of Nerike, which lies between the lakes 
Hielmar and Wenner ; a fertile diftrid:, 
abounding in corn, paflure, and foreft. To- 
warbs the clofe of the day, I entered the 
province of Weft Gothland ; and pafled the 
night in a peafant's cottage at Hofva, a fmall 
place, not far diftant from the lake Skager. 

March 9. About noon I arrived at Ma- 
rieftadt, a.town built by Charles IX. fituated 
upon the Tidla, a fmall rivulet, and the lake 
yv^cnner. A new prifon of brick, ftuccoed 

whiter 
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white, makes a finer appearance, than any of 
the other houfes, which are moftly built with 
wood, and painted of a red colour. From 
Marieftadt I continued my route, for fome 
time, at a fmall diftance from the Wenner, 
the largeft lake in Sweden, being nearly ninety 
miles in length, and forty in breadth. Its 
fhores in this part are low and level, fo that 
the view over the furface of the water appears 
boundlefs like a fea. I paffed through Lid- 
kioping, the inhabitants whereof carry on a 
confiderable inland trade acrofs the Wenner, 
and down the river Gotha to Gotheborg. 
I ftopped the night at the fmall village of 
Malby j and arrived the next morning at 
Trolhaetta, through an exceedingly dreary 
country, confifting chiefly of barren heaths^ 
with ridjyes of rock almofl: naked, which 
exhibited few marks of vegetation. This 
village, containing fcarcely a dozen houfes, 
is fituated clofe to the catarads of the river 
Gotha -y and is well known, on account of 
its ftupendous works, with a view to open a 
paflage for veflels, by means of a navigable 
cut, called, from this place, the Canal of 
Trolhastta. 

This 
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This canal forms part of a plan, long pro- 
jedled by the Swedes, to unite the Baltic and 
the German Ocean by an inland navigation ; 
as well for the purpofe of improving the in- 
terior trade of the provinces, as of preventing 
the interruption of their foreign commerce, 
which is always the confequence of a war 
with Denmark. For as all veflels failing 
out of the Baltic muft neceflarily pafs through 
the Sound, they are expofed to the Danifli 
privateers, who fhelter themfelves under the 
batteries of Elfinoor, which command the 
palfage of that ftrait, unlefs a Swedifh fleet 
fliould ride miftrefs of the Gulf. 

Gullavus Vafa was the firft fovereign who 
faw the utility of fuch an inland navigation, 
when he made Lodefe (now Gotheborg) a 
ftaplc town of trade, that the merchant fhlps 
coming to Sweden might not be obliged to 
fail through the Sound ; and he conceived 
hopes, that, in fome future period, the mer- 
chandize might be tranfported from thence to 
Stockholm, by means of the Wenner, Hiel- 
mar, and Masler, when the rivers and lakes 
uniting with them fhould be rendered na- 
vigable Eric XIV. defirous to carry his 

* Dahlin, vol, IIL p. 115. 

father's 
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father's defigns into execution, gave orders for 
furveying the waters communicating with thefe 
lakes j and diredled plans to be formed for 
joining them by artificial canals ^. But the 
execution of his great fchemes was fruftrated 
by the turbulence and misfortunes of his 
reign. 

Several fucceeding fovereigns had this great 
object in view. Charles IX- promoted it 
by the Carlfgraf canal ; and Charles XI. by 
that of Arboga. The undertaking, however, 
of forming a water communication acrofs the 
whole countrv, was always confide red as a 
work of extreme ditiiculty. Motraye fays, 
that Gul^avus Adolphus was inclined to en- 
courage the defign ; but that no perfon could 
be found in Sweden bold enough to engage 
in the enterprize : he adds, that Charles XI. 
fent for fome Dutch engineers, who, after 
they had meafured the fall of the waters be- 
tween the Wenner and the Hielmar, declared 
it to be impraOicable. Difficulties, however 
infurmountable as they might appear to perfons 
of more Ibber underftanding, were no barrier* 
to the genius of Charles XII. The fame 

* Hift. J'Eric XIV. 

author 
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author informs us, that the celebrated engineer, 
Polhern, laid before that king a propofal for 
rendering the catarads of Trolhastta naviga- 
ble; and for opening a communication, not 
only between Gotheborg and Stockholm, but 
alfo with the Wenner, the Vetter, and Nord- 
kioping, fufficient for the palfage of very large 
veflels *. Polhem's plan was immediately 
approved, and begun by Charles, fond of ex- 
traordinary projeds ; and, though interrupted 
for fome time by the king's death, was agaiq. 
revived with freih vigour under the late fove-p 
reign Adolphus Frederic. 

This plan may be divided into three prin- 
cipal parts. I. The junftion of the Maeler 
and the Hielmar. 2. Of the Hielmar with 
the Wenner. 3. Of the Wenner with, the 
German Ocean. 

I. Of the jundion of the Maeler with the 
Hielmar. Thefe two lakes are united by the 
fmall river Ulvifon, and the canal of Arboga. 
The former rifes to the weft of Arboga, flows 
through the town, and falls into the Masler at 
Kungfa^r. The canal of Arboga is cut fronj 
the Hielmar, and continued to the Ulvifoa 

* Voyages de Motraye, vol. II. p. 282, 306. 

YoiL. IV. X abouj 
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about half a mile to the eaft of the town. 
It was begun in the reign of Chriftina j but 
being only calculated for fmall veflels, was 
widened and deepened by order of Charles XI. 
and completed under his fuccelTor Charles XII. 
It belonged to the crown until 1769; at 
which period it had been fo much negleded 
as to be fcarcely of any ufe : but a company 
of feven merchants of Orebro undertook to 
cleanfe and repair it at their own expence, 
upon condition of receiving the toll of all 
veflels which fliould pafs through it. The 
canal is, excepting in a few parts, fufficiently 
broad to receive two barks a-breaft : its low- 
cft depth is 8 feet *. It is chiefly fupplied 
with water from the lake Hielmar, the furface 
of which is 80 feet perpendicular higher than 
its level. It confifts of eight fluices. The 
veflels it admits are the fame which navigate 
the lakes ; they are decked and fingle mafted ; 
76 feet long ; about 43 tons burden ; and draw - 
between fix and feven feet of water. 

2. In order to join the Hielmar and Wen- 

• The foot ufed in this chapter is the Swedifti, which 
differs but little from the Englifti. The proportion 
of the Engli(h being to that of the Swedilh as 1027 to 
1000. 

ner. 
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ner, it was p'ropofed to open the navigation of 
the Swart-an, which falls into the weftern 
extremity of the Hielmar at Orebro ; to make 
a cut from that river to the lake Morken; 
from thence by the Letan to the Skager and 
from the Skager by the GuUfpang to the 
Wenner. But as the above-mentioned rivers 
are for the moft part fo fhallow and ftony, that 
it would be extremely difficult and expenfive 
to render them navigable j and as the faint 
attempts hitherto made upon the Gullfpang 
have all failed of fuccefs ; it has been propofed 
to cut a canal diredly from the lake Morken 
to Chriftinehamn, which is fituated upon the 
eaftern fhore of the Wenner. But as no part 
of this projedl had been as yet taken in hand, 
and the whole would be attended with great 
difficulties ; there is little profpedl that thi$ 
branch of the great undertaking, the jundlion 
of the Hielmar and Wenner, will ever be 
completed *. 

* From the almoft infuperable difficulties attending the 
junftlon of the Hielmar and Wenner, a plan was projecSled 
of forming an inland navigation from the eaftern coaft of 
Sweden fouth of the Masler, by means of the Wetter to 
the Wenner; and in 1774 a map was publifljed for the 
purpofe of proving the fcheme to be pra(Sticable. 

X 2 3. The 
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3. The juncftion of, the Wenner with the 
German Ocean comes next into confideration : 
and this migh.t be accomplifhed by the river 
Gotha, which ifTues from the fouthern ex- 
tremity of the lake near Wennerfborg, and, 
after a courfe of fcventy miles, falls into the 
fea near Gotheborg ; provided that river could 
be made navigable throughout its whole courfe. 
But as, on account of ibioals and catarads, its 
fljeam is greatly impeded, the communica- 
tion has been" attempted by the Carlfgraf canal, 
the canal of Trolhjetta, and the fluices of Aker- 
ftrsem and Edet, which, therefore, I fliall fe- 
parately defcribe. 

The channel of the river Gotha not being 
open and free upon its firft ilTuing from the 
Wenner, a cut, from a bay of that lake to the 
river, was begun under Charles IX. but was 
not entirely completed before the reign of 
Charles XII. Polhem, whom I have al- 
ready mentioned, creded, by order of that 
monarch, a fluice ; which, not being con- 
ftrudted upon a firm foundation, was fcarcely 
finifhed before it was undermined, and car- 
ried away by the water. From that time the 
Carlfgraf canal remained without a fluice, and 
confequently without a veflel paffing it, until 

the 



C. 9- INLAND NAVIGATION. 3O9 

the reign of Adolphus Frederic. In 1754 a 
new fluice was finiHied, which received the ap- 
pellation of Teflin, in honour of the prime 
minifter of that name. It was formed by a 
fubterraneous paflage, 40 feet long, 1 8 broad, 
and 12 high. But thefe dimenfions were too 
fmall for the admiffion of veflels of more than 
40 tons burden; and it frequently happened 
that even thefe could not pafs whenever there 
was either too much or too little water. In 
relief of thefe difficulties another fluice, called, 
in honour of the prefent king, the fluice of 
Guftavus, was completed in 1768. This fu- 
perb work is a cut of 400 feet (half of which 
was perforated through the folid rock), and 
confifts of two locks, each 200 feet in lengths 
and 36 in breadth : the fides are fl:rongly faced 
with brick and ftone. The greatefl: depth of 
water is 13, the loweft 6 feet. The ufual vef- 
fels which navigate this canal are of 80 tons 
burden j but when the water is high, larger 
may pafs: in 1777 one of 133 tons worked its 
way through. 

From the end of this canal to the village 
of Trolhastta, which includes a fpace of about 
five miles, the navigation of the river is un- 
interrupted: it flows in a gentle current; 

X 3 varies 
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varies in its breadth from 300 yards to a mile ; 
and is, in a few parts, prettily fprinkled with 
iflands, fome whereof are barren rock, others 
tufted with wood and covered with arable 
foil. Near Trolhaetta two ridges of moun- 
tains, which on each fide run at a fmall dif-^ 
tance from the river, approach its banks, and 
confine its ftream in a narrow channel. In 
this fpot it is about 400 feet in breadth, as 
finooth as a lake, and without any vifible 
ftream : a line contraft to the roaring of the 
torrent below. This firwothnefs of the water 
continues till it burfts at once into the cata- 
racts of Trolhaetta, called the Gulfs of Hell, 
which render all farther navigation impofl'ible. 
The bed of the river is folid reck the banks 
are perpendicular ; and, at the beginning of 
the fall, feveral granite iflands, thinly ftrewed 
with underwood, junipers, and flubbed pines, 
rife in the midlt of the ftream, forming fmall 
ftraits, down which the wattr dafhes with 
incrcafing impetuofity. 

From the firft opening of the fall to tlie 
part where the river again becomes navigable, 
is about two miles ; but it does not roll through 
the whole of this fpace in one uniform flieet 
of water, or with equal rage and violence. 

It 
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It is divided into four principal cataradls, each 
whereof is feparated by whirlpools and eddies ; 
forming,- during the whole way, the moft 
awful fcenes, ever varying, and .too fublime to 
be accurately defcribed. The perpendicular 
height of all the falls, confidered as one, is 
about 100 feet. From this defcription the 
reader will readily conceive the extreme diffi- 
culty of rendering thefe cataradts navigable j 
and yet it was even through the midft of them 
that the daring projecftor attempted to form 
a canal, by the following works, which are 
marked in the annexed plan. 

Juft above the firft catarad:, called Praf- 
tenkefdet Fall, feveral dams were conftruded, 
which turned the flream, and left the main 
bed of the river quite dry. In this part fome 
rocky iflands were cut through, or blown up ; 
the bed was rendered level, and the cataradt 
nearly turned into ftill water. To continue 
the navigation, an if] and of red granite, called 
Malg, which rifes in the midfh of the great 
catarad:, was divided ; and a canal formed 
through it of 340 feet in length, including a 
lluice of 30 : the depth of the fall, and, of 
courfe, the depth of the perforated rock, is 
23 1 feet; the breadth 18. This is called 

X 4 Ekerbrad 
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Ekerbrad fluice, and was defigned to confift 
of two locks. At a fmall diftance another 
canal was formed on the fide of the fecond 
great cataradt, through a kind of promontory 
which proje<fts into the ftream; the folid 
granite was hollowed 860 feet in length, 56 1 
in depth, and 18 in breadth. This fluice> 
called Polhem's fluice, was to confift of three 
locks, by which veflels were to be let down 
a fall of 56 f feet. At the diftance of 2920 
feet, a third cut was made clofe to Flateberg's 
fill, terminating in the fluice of Elvius, the 
laft of this projeded plan. The length of the 
cut is 28 feet; the breadth iS ; and the depth 
or height of the fall 341. In order to form 
fome idea in what manner the navigation was 
to be continued from the fluice of Polhem to 
that of Elvius, it will be neceflfary to give a 
Ihort delineation of the intervening fpace. 

A little below the fluice of Polhem the 
river daflies through a narrow pafs called 
Stampftra?m ; from thence it gradually widens 
into a kind of bay, named Hoyon's Warp : 
it is again cramped into a narrow channel by 
the nearer approach of the rocks on each fide, 
and forms a cataradt, called Helvert's Fall ; 
at the extremity of which it expands itfelf into 

sl fmall 



C. 9- INLAND NAVIGATION. 313 

a fmall bafon, called Oli-Halla; and then 
again pretipitates itftlf 2,t Flatebferg's Fall ; 
from whence it becomes navigable, Inftead 
of continuing any works through the catarafts, 
Or by the fide of the river, the communication 
between the fluices of Polhem and Elvius was 
attempted in the following manner, A dyke 
of ftone was conftrudted acrofs the river juft 
below Flateberg's Fall and the fluice of El- 
vius, with a view of raifmg the water 34 feet 
and I, turning its courfe through the fluice 
of Elvius, and forming a level with t^ie bot- 
tom of that of Polhem. This chimerical 
projedl, which feems rather too ridiculous to 
have been ferioufly entertained, was however 
attempted. The king himfelf vifited the 
work ; and all Sweden was in eager expedta- 
tion, that their favourite national hopes would 
at length be realized. The dyke was built ; 
the river had rifen 12 feet of the 34; when, 
in an inftant, the weight of waters burft the 
barrier, too feeble to reftrain them ; and 
fwept away, in one moment, the labours and 
expence of feveral years Large fubfidies 

* The immenfity of the expence will be beft con- 
ceived by confidering that all the cuts were made through 
the folid granite, the hardeft pf all ftoncs. 

had 
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had been annually raifed for the profecu- 
tion of the work j and the national bank 
had readily advanced ftill greater loans ; the 
fum total whereof has never been divulged. 
The failure of the projed, after fuch immenfe 
labour and enormous expence, occafioned great 
difcontents among the people; many of whom 
to this day believe, though there feenis no 
foundation for the fuppofition, that the pro- 
je<Stors, bribed by the Danes, purpofely pro- 
ceeded upon a plan which they knew could 
not fuccecd. But thus much is evident, that, 
throughout the whole undertaking, the works, 
ftupendous in themfelves, were condudted 
without reafonable care and attention ; for 
after all, the cuts, which had been excavated 
with fuch difficulty, being only i8 feet in - 
breadth, would have been too narrow to have 
admitted velTels of fuch fize and burden as 
ufually navigate the Wenrier. In a word, 
fevcral ill-judged meafures feem to luve been 
taken ; otherwife, although there were many 
natural obflruftions to the fuccefs of the 
enterprize, yet greater cbitacles have been 
furmouDtcd. But Polhcm was not a Brind- 
ley. 

In confcquencc of tliis failure, all the works 

and 
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and fluices hitherto raifed were negledcd, as 
totally ufekfs, and a new plan for the canal 
of TrolhcEtta has been projeded; according 
to which, inftead of being carried, as before, 
along the channel of the river, it is to be cut 
through the folid rock that forms its banks. 
The plan of this laft projed is laid down in 
the annexed engraving. The length is to be 
47QQ feet, the breadth 36, and the depth in 
fome parts above 50. It is to confift of nine 
fluices i and when we refled that the whole of 
this cut muft be hollowed through the red 
granite, it is evident that it will be attended 
with as many, if not more difficulties, than 
were experienced in the former attempt. It 
muft by no means, however, be condemned as 
impradicable. The canal of the duke of 
Bridgewater, that of Languedoc, and the road 
through the mountain Gemmi in Switzerland, 
prove tliat fcarcely any thing is impoITible to 
human induftry. 

The chief queftion, in this refped, feems 
to be J whether the enormous expencc attend- 
ing the execution of the work would be com- 
penfated by the advantages refulting from its 
completion. And here, if we merely take 
into confideration the navigation from the 

Wenner 
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Wenner to Gotheborg, we may venture to de- 
cide in the negative. But if we prerume,4hat at 
any future period the communication (hould be 
formed from the Gulf of Bothnia to the Wen- 
ner ; as in that cafe the catarads of Trolhaetta 
would be the only remaining interruption to 
the inland navigation from the eaftern to the 
weftern coaft: of Sweden, the accomplifliment 
of this canal could not furely be obtained at 
too dear a rate. 

His prefent majefty, who, foon after his 
acceflion, vifited thefe works at Trolhaetta, 
wifely ordered them for the prefent to be fuf- 
pended ; but that the fluices of Guftavus and 
Aker lliould be finlflicd without delay. Mean- 
while, in order to facilitate the tranfport of 
the merchandize from the dirtrids bordering 
upon the Wenner to Gotheborg, a wooden 
road has been confl:ru<5ted on the fide of the 
river, from the beginning to the end of the 
cataradls. It is fupported upon ports over 
the rocks, which, from their irregularity and 
roughnefs, would have been almoft impafl*able 
for horfcs. 

About a mile below tho, cataradts, the courfe 
of the Gotha is again interrupted by a fall, 
called Akerftrasm : therj a canal has been 
§ made 
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made through a rock which projedled into the 
river J the length of it is 182 feet, including 
the fluice j depth 26 ; and breadth 36. This 
cut was begun in 1774; it was far advanced 
when I faw it, and, it was expeded, would 
be opened in 1781. 

From Akerftraem the river is clear to Gothe- 
borg, excepting at Edet, where its pafTage is 
flopped by a bed of rocks rifing in the midft 
of the ftream. On one fide of thefe rocks an- 
other cut has been made, 600 feet in length ; 
20 in depth, but only 18 in breadth. The 
work is ill executed j and, when I was there, 
was in bad order. A petition had been pre- 
fented to the king, that it might be repaired 
and improved to the fame breadth as Aker-^ 
fluice ; and there v/as no doubt of its being 
efFedled. 

The iron and other merchandize, is now 
tranfported acrofs the lake to Wennerfl>org ; 
and from thence through the Carlfgraf canal, 
and down the river Gotha to Trojhaetta. 
Upon coming to the cataradts, the goods are 
unloaded, and carried over the wooden road 
about two miles to the end of the falls. There 
they are .again embarked, and paffing through 
the Akerflr^em and Edet fluices, upon a fupr 

pofitioij 
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pofition that they are by this time completed, 
arrive without further impediment at Gothe- 
borg. In return, fait, fpices, corn, tea, and 
other commodities of interior confumption, 
are fcnt up by the fame channel into the pro- 
vinces about the Wenner. 

POSTSCRIPT, 1785. 

I found the works at Trolha?tta very lit- 
tle advanced fmce my former vifit to this 
place, in March 1779. A new plan is form- 
ed for cutting the intended canal through the 
precipitous rock of granite which forms the 
banks of the Gotha j a plan more pradticable 
and Icfs expenfive than the former, for the 
Joweft depth of rock to be excavated is 
twenty feet ; but a large dam is to be made 
120 feet high, and 20 thick. Of this pro- 
jeded canal only a fquare of about fixty feet 
had been executed. 

The deficiency of Polhcm's original plan, . 
in attempting to make the lluices near the 
channel of the Gotha, was experienced laft 
year; for the dam which ftoppcd the water 
above Ekcrbrad cut was overthrown by the 
9 violence 
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violence of the river, and the v^aters barft 
through the cuts of Ekerbrad and Polhem, 
and would have deftroyed the fluices if they 
had been conftruded. 

From Trolha^tta w^e failed down the river 
Gotha, pafled through the fluice at Aker, 
and difembarked at the fluice of Edet, which 
was fo nearly completed, that the navigation 
from the Wenner to Gotheborg may now be 
confidered as uninterrupted. 

Having examined the fluice of Edet, we 
crofl!ed the Gotha, difembarked at a fmall 
village, and continued along the w^eftern fhore 
of the Gotha, through a very wild and rocky 
country, interfered with vallies of corn and 
pafture. We pafled through Kongfhall, now 
a fmall village, confifl:ing of one fl:reet of 
wooden cottages, at the bottom of a ridge of 
barren rock, formerly faid to have been the 
refidence of the antient dukes or kings of 

Norwav. 
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CHAP. X. 

Gotheborg. — Its trade. — Eafl: India Company, 
— Herring Fifiery. — General remarks on the 
commerce of Sweden. — Journey from Go- 
theborg to Carllcrona. — Cottages^ foody matt" 
ners, ^c. of the peafants, 

TH E fcenery of the country from Trol- 
ha^tta to Gotheborg is wild and roman-r 
tic beyond defcription. Innumerable ridges 
of barren rocks ftretch in all directions; and 
between them lie the moft fertile plains, which 
feldom exceed a mile in breadth, watered by 
the river Gotha : The mountains, which are 
compofed of granite, are entirely dellitute of 
trees, and many of them fcarcely exhibit the 
fmallell appearance of vegetation. In this 
part of Sweden I obferved none of thofe de- 
tached fragments of granite, which fo abun- 
dantly overfpread as well many of its inland 
provinces, as the coaft bordering on the Gulf 
of Bothnia. 

In moft places the river flows with a gentle 
.current, and in a narrow channel ; and is in 

fome 
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fome parts navigable only for fmall craft of 
about 20 tons burden. About ten miles from 
Gotheborg it divides itfelf into three branches ; 
two of which unite again after having en- 
x:ircled a fmall rocky ifland, upon the top of 
which ftands the fort of Bohus ; a pidurefque 
objed, much celebrated in the early hiftoiy of 
Sweden, and at that time efteemed impregna- 
ble. The ftream formed by the union of thefe 
two branches is called^ the Northern River, and 
fells into the fea after a courfe of about ten 
miles. The third branch, which I followed to 
Gotheborg, retains its original name of Gotha: 
the fpace included betv/een the Northern 
River and the Gotha is named the ifland of 
Hifingen. 

Gotheborg, which is diftinguifhed by a 
commodious port, ftands near the fite of an 
ancient town, named Lodefe, that was built 
by Guftavus Vafa ; and being endowed with 
confidcrable privileges, foon became the great 
emporium for the trade of the weftern pro- 
vinces. Charles IX. when duke of Goth- 
land, having, in 1604, laid the foundations 
of a new town in the ifland of Hifmgen at no 
great diftance from Lodefe, called it Gothe- 
borg, in honour of his duchy. Upon his 

Vol. IV. Y acceffion 
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acceflion to the throne, he erej^ed in his new 
town a trading company ; drew thither many 
foreigners, particularly the Dutch, to whoqi 
he allowed an exemption from all duties of 
export and import during twenty years j a 
corps of Englifh and Scotch troops, under 
the command of William Stewart ^ and grant- 
ed to the Calvinifts eftablilhed therein the 
free exercife of their religion, the firft place 
in Sweden where this toleration was per- 
mitted. By thefe means .Gotheborg loon be- 
came a flourilliing port*; and, next to Stock- 
holm, the moll commercial town in Sweden. 
The town, being in 1611 reduced to arties 
by the Danes, was rebuilt in the reign of 
Guftavus Adolphus in its prefent fituation ; 
and obtained a confirmation of its antient 
rights, with the grant of fevcral additional 
privileges. 

♦ A medal w-as ftruck in 16 10, cTomparing this fudden 
incrcafc of Gotheborg to the growth of a tree from a flip: 
on one fide the king's name and title, with an infcription, 
" Gothcb. Prin. Fund, ^v: Condit." On the revcrfe a large 
tree, from which hang fufpended the arms of Gotheborg ; 
beneath are the river Gotha, and the fortrefs Elf(borgj with 
the following motto : 

Quae prxbct latas arbor fpatiantibus umbras, 
Qiio pofita eft primum tempore virga fuit. 

Dablin, Vol. IV. p. 422. 

Gotheborg 
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Gotheborg is built in a very fingular fitua- 
tion. At a fmall diftance from the fea is 
a marfhy plain, fcarcely more than half a 
mile in breadth, watered by the rivers Gotha 
and Moldal, and almoft entirely inclofed with 
high ridges of rocks ; fo bare and rugged, 
that they fcarcely produce a fingle blade of 
grafs, and exhibit as barren an appearance as 
the fummits of the loftieft Alps. Gothe- 
borg ftands partly upon the ridges, and partly 
in the plain ; and is divided, from thefe dif- 
ferent fituations, into the Upper and Lower 
Town. The latter is entirely level, interfered 
by feveral canals in the manner of the Dutch 
towns i and its houfes are all conftrudted upon 
piles : the upper part hangs on the declivities ; 
and rows of buildings rife one above the other 
Uke the feats of an amphitheatre. The whole 
is regularly fortified ; and its circumference 
is near three miles, exclufive of the fuburbs, 
called Haga, which lie towards the harbour. 
The ftrects are all uniformly ftraight : a few 
of the houfes are of brick j but the generality 
are conftru6ted with wood painted red. The 
harbour is formed by two chains of rocks, 
and is about a quarter of a mile in breadth. 
Its entrance is defended by the fort of New 

Y 2 Elffborg, 
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Elffborg, which ftands upon a fmall rocky 
ifland, and contains a garrifon of 250 men. 

There has been lately eftablifhed at Go- 
theborg, a Royal Society of Sciences and Li- 
terature, upon the plan of that of Upfala. 
Its Ads, which are written in the Swedifli 
tongue, and printed in the odavo form, con- 
tain various fubjeds in the feveral branches 
of fcience, natural hiftory, antiquities, hiftory, 
and polite letters *. 

I was informed by a merchant who had 
rcfided two and twenty years at Gotheborg, 
that, during that period, its population has 
increafed confiderably, and that it now con- 
tains about 20,000 inhabitants. This flou- 
rilhing ftate is undoubtedly owing to the 
extenfion of its commerce, particularly its 
Eaft India Company, and the fuccefs of the 
herring filhery. 

In 1 73 1 a company of merchants was efta- 
bliflied, with the exclufive privilege of trad- 
ing to the Eaft Indies for 15 years ; and after 
various alterations of their charter, the mo- 

♦ At Lund was alfo inftitutedj in 1776, a Royal Phy- 
fiographical Society, which was incorporated by the king 
in 177H. The fubjedls treated of in its At^ts relate only 
to natural hiftory, chymiftry, and agriculture. 
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nopoly was, at the laft renewal, confirmed 
for 20 years, on condition that the company 
Ihould advance to government a loan of 
j^. 124,980, one third whereof without in- 
tereft ; and fhould pay ;C-3»i25 for every 
vefTel proceeding on a trading voyage to the 
Eaft Indies. This company is merely a fo^ 
ciety of merchants, who fend annually two 
or three veflels to China. As the port of 
Stockholm, in the Gulf of Bothnia, is clofed 
with ice until the feafon is too far advanced 
for fhips to take their departure from thence 
to the Eaft Indies, the company carries on its 
commerce from Gotheborg, whofe harbour, 
being fituated in the German Ocean, is more 
open. The following is the nature of this 
traffic : Sweden containing little fpecie, and 
few manufactures for exportation, the cap- 
tain of each velTel firft proceeds to Cadiz, 
where he borrows, in the company's name, 
100,000 piaftres, at the intereft of 30 per 
cent. ; he then fails to Canton, and purchafes 
tea, porcelain, and other Chinefe commodi- 
ties, which, upon his return to Sweden, arc 
difpofed of to great advantage. The ufual 
net profit upon the whole cargo being 70 
per cent. ; the gain, when the intereft is ds- 
dudcd, amounts to about 40 per cent. 

Y 3 Iiv 
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In 1 740, the herrings, which had hitherto 
never approached the weftern fhore of Swe- 
den, flocking in fhoals to that coaft, the in- 
habitants of Gotheborg eftabhlhed a fifhery, 
which has been attended with coniidcrable 
advantage. Its increafing produce will ap- 
pear from the following uble : 

In 1752 it yielded only 1000 barrels* of 
herrings. 

In 1753 - 20,766 In 1762 - 142,091 
1754 - 52,828 1763 - 186,614! 

^755 - 74»79i 17^4 - 99'6i6| 

I761 -II7,2I2i 1768 - 151,483 

The herrings frequent thefe coafts of Swe- 
den in tlic month of November, when the 
fifhery begins, and though it continues fcarcely 
three weeks, yet fupplies during that lliort 
fpace to tlie filhermen of Gotlieborg about 
600,000 barrels. 

As the coafts in thefe parts are extremely 
rocky, and the fea is fprinkled with innumer- 
able iflands, the way of catching the herrings 
is as follows : Eight boats, manned each with 
two or three filliermen, draw one large net, 

• A barrel contains lOOO herrings. 

enclofmg 
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enclofing a Ihoal of herrings, into a creek or 
fmall bay, and the fi{h are {hovelled on the 
fhore into confiderable heaps. Of the 600,000 
barrels caught in this manner 200,000 are 
faked, and from the remainder train-oil is ex- 
tracted. Fifteen barrels of herrings yield one 
of oil, which is principally exported to Hol- 
land and Spain, 

A barrel of herrings fells, upon an average, 
for IS. 3 ^. and v^hen falted from Ss. to 10 s. 
Thefe fifli are not fo fine as thofe caught and 
cured by the Dutch, but being much cheaper, 
are preferred by the Ruffians and Poles. The 
fait is procured from Spain ; and one barrel of 
fait cures three barrels of herrings. Upon an 
average we may eftimate the exportation of 
falted herrings at 150/000 barrels, and the in- 
land confumption of Sweden at 50,000. 

An Engliih conful and feveral merchants of 
our nation refide at Gotheborg; and a chapel, 
with a regular chapkin, is appropriated to 
their ufe. 

As I did not remain a fufficient time in 
Sweden to gain accurate and circumilantial 
information concerning the commerce ; I can 
only add the following particulars. 

Y 4 Cantzler, 
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Cantzler *, whofe accurate account of Swe- 
den cannot be too much recommended to the 
curious reader, informs us, that of the export 
trade Stockholm carries on iV* Gotheborg A, 
and the other ftaple towns tV ; and of the 
import commerce, Stockholm i, Gotheborg f, 
and the other towns I. 

The fortifications of Gotheborg are fo weak, 
and its garrifon in general fo fmall, that in 
1788 it mud have fallen into the hands of the 
Danes, who, under the pretence of an alliance 
with Ruflia, attacked the Swedes, and m.arch- 
ed from Norway to the gates of Gotheborg, 
if the foreign powers had not interfered. 

I'he king of Sweden hurried from Dalecar- 
lia, where he was animating the natives to arm 
in his defence, to Carlftadt. There he was 
met by Mr. Elliot, the Englifh minifter at the 
court of Denmark. Guftavus having accept- 
ed the mediation of England, Pruflia, and the 
Hague, Mr. Elliot undertook to flop the fur- 
ther pro^refs of the Danilh army; an event 
which he fortunately accomplilhcd at the very 
inllant the Danilh troops were taking poifef- 

• Memoircs furies Affaires Polit. et Econom. de Suede, 
P- 374. 

lion 



€. 10* G O T H E B O R G. 329 

fion of Bohus, and were within a few hours 
inarch of Gotheborg, Mean while the king 
repaired to Gotheborg, arrived at the gates fo 
unexpedtedly, and at fo late an hour, that he 
had the grcateft difficulty in gaining admif- 
fion ; and the Danilh herald, who the next 
morning fummoned the town to furrender, was 
furprifcd on being introduced to the king, and 
informed by his majefty, that the citizens 
would defend their ramparts to the laft extre- 
mity. But Neither ^ the prefence or courage 
of Guftavus, who infufed new fpirit into the 
inhabitants, could have faved Gotheborg, if 
the Englifli minifter had not flopped the pro- 
grefs of the Danilh army. The firfl armiftice, 
concluded under the mediation and guarantee 
of the Englilli minifter, was only for eight 
days, but was afterwards prolonged for a 
month, when he figned the final convention at 
Uddevalla for the evacuation of Sv/edcn. The 
prince of Helfe retreated into Norway; Gothe- 
borg was faved from pillage, Sweden from dif- 
memberment, and Europe fi"Gm a general war. 

As the diftridts which I pafTed from Up* 
fala to Trolhastta are efteemed the fineft and 
mofl: populous parts of Sweden ; thofe which 
I traverfcd from Gotheborg to Carlfcrona, 

through 
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through the province of Smoland, are faid to 
be the wildeft, leaft inhabited, and tlie moft 
uncultivated regions of this kingdom. The 
diftance between Gotheborg and Carlfcrona 
is 38 Swedifh, or 247 EngUfli miles ; and 
in this extent of ground only one place dig- 
nified with the name of a town prefented 
itfelf. The villages, for the moft part, con- 
fifted of fix or feven houfes ; and ibmetimes, 
where I flopped to change horfes, I found 
nothing but a fmgle folitary cottage : yet, 
along this feemingly inhofpitable track, I 
met with good roads, tolerable accommoda- 
tions, and a cheerful and contented pealan- 
try. 

March 15. I quitted Gotheborg, and pafl- 
cd over a fucceHion of barren rocks with tew 
trees, fimilar to thok which ftretch along 
the coafts of the German Ocean near Gothe- 
borg. As I advanced, the country became 
fomewhat more fertile. Hills of granite ap- 
peared lefs frequent ; but large malfes were 
fcattered over the lace of the country. The 
region which 1 travcrfed in this and the fol- 
lowing day, though wild, and not capable of 
much cultivation, was yet infinitely diverfified. 
It was an hilly diftrict, in many parts over- 

fpread 
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fpread with forefts of pines, beech, and oak ; 
interfperfed with pafture and fmall plains of 
arable land j fprinkled with feveral pidurefque 
lakes } and watered by numberlefs rivulets, 
clear as chryftal, and gurgling over t;heir ftony 
channels. 

During one poft of this day's route I was 
driven by a peafant's daughter ; and as the 
roads were in many parts exceedingly fteep, 
it required fome ftrength, and much dexterity, 
to diredt the horfes, and to prevent the car- 
riage from being overturned ; I propofed tha 
my fervant, who was an expert driver, fliould 
take the reins : the girl, however, offended 
at my queftioning her Ikill, peremptorily re- 
jedled my propofal; and, placing herfelf in 
the poftillion's feat, drove off at full fpeed, 
governing the horfes in fuch a fkilful man- 
ner, that fhe foon quieted my apprehenfions, 
and we arrived at the end of the poft without 
the flighteft alarm ; nor was I for the future 
in the leaft apprehenfive of trufting myfelf 
to the guidance of a Swedifh country girl. 

I pafTed the night at Hunnaryd in a pea- 
fant's cottage, and fet off early in the morn- 
ing ; but had not proceeded far before I was 
obliged to ftop at GiQavy, to repair a wheel 

of 
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of my carriage : the place contained but one 
fmith, and he had lately become blind; and 
as none of the wheels in the village would 
fit the axle-tree, I purchafed a new axle-tree 
and four wheels, for the funi of i6j. 
upon which the body of my cart being placed, 
I proceeded on my journey. A little beyond 
Giflavy, I crolfed a rivulet near an iron foun- 
dery. The native ore is procured in fmall 
round pieces, about the lize of pea-fhot, from 
the bottom of a neighbouring lake, and forged 
into excellent iron. 

Soon afterwards, I quitted the mountain- 
ous diftrid: ; and defcended gradually into a 
fandy plain, diverfified with woods, lakes, 
and corn-fields. About feven miles from 
Vernamo, where I took my ftation for the 
night, I again came into a hilly country, and 
advanced to \Vcxio ; a town leated upon the 
banks of a plealant lake, which contained a 
group of woody illands. The town, though 
ft biihop's fee, is exceedingly fiiiall : the houfcs 
are mollly of wood ; the inhabitants chiefly 
fiibfirt: by the traffic in cattle, that graze in 
the luxuriant pallurcs, with which the in- 
tervals of the moll: barren mountains and ex- 
tcnfive forefls are occalionally enriched. 

As 
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As in the coiirfe of this route I conftantly 
took my repaft during the day, and pafled 
every night in the cottages ; I had frequent 
opportunities of obferving the cuftoms, man- 
ners, and food of the peafants. Upon en- 
tering a cottage, I ufually found all the fa- 
mily employed- in carding flax, fpinning ihread, 
and in weaving coarfe linen, and fometimed 
cloth. The peafants are excellent contrivers, 
and apply the coarfeft materials to fome ufe* 
ful purpofe. They tv^ift ropes from fwines' 
briftles, horfes' manes, and bark of trees, and 
ufe eel-fkins for bridles. Their food prin- 
cipally confifts of faked flefh and fifh, eggs, 
milk, and hard bread. At Michaelmas they 
ufually kill their cattle, and fait them for the 
cnfuing Winter and Spring. Tv^ice in the 
year they bake their bread in large round 
cakes, which are ftrung upon files of flicks, 
and fiifpended clofe to the ceilings of the 
cottages. They are fo hard as to be occa- 
fionally broken with a hatchet, but are ngt 
unpleafant. The peafants ufe beer for their 
common drink, and are much addided to 
malt fpirits. In the di ft rids towards the 
weftern coafts, and at no great diftance in- 
land, tea and coffee are not unufually found 

in 
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in the Swedifh cottages ; which are procured 
in great plenty, and at a cheap rate, from 
Gotheborg. 

The pealants are well clad in ftrong cloth 
of their own weaving. Their cottages, though 
built with wood, and only of one ftory, are 
comfortable and commodious. The room 
in which the family fleep is provided with 
ranges of beds in tiers (if I may fo exprefs 
myfelf), one above the other: upon the 
wooden tellers of the beds in which the wo- 
men lie, are placed others for the reception 
of the men, to which they afcend by means 
of ladders. To a perfon who has juft quitted 
Germany, and been accuftomed to tolerable 
inns, the Swedifh cottages may perhaps ap- 
pear miferable hovels 3 to me, who had been 
long ufed to places of far inferior accommo- 
dation, they feemed almofl: palaces. The 
traveller is able to procure many conve- 
niences, and particularly a feparate room from 
that inhabited by the family, which could 
feldom be obtained in the Poli(h and Ruifian 
villages. During my courfe through tliofe 
two countries, a bed was a phanomenon which 
feldom occurred, excepting in the large towns, 
and even then not always completely equip- 

9 pedi 



C. 10. JOURNEY TO CARLSCRONA. 335 

pedj but the pooreft huts of Sweden were 
never deficient in this article of comfort: an 
evident proof that the Swedifli peafants are 
more civihzed than thofe of Poland and Ruf- 
lia. After having witncfled the flavery of 
the peafants in thofe two countries, it was 
a pleafing fatisfadion to find myfelf again 
among freemen, in a kingdom where there 
is a more equal divifion of property j where 
there is no vaflalage j where the loweft order 
enjoy a fecurity of their perfons and property ; 
and where the advantages refulting from this 
right are vifible to the commoneft obferver. 

On the 1 8th at noon I quitted the province 
of Smoland, and entered that of Blekinge* 
As I approached the £hores of the Baltic to- 
wards Carlfcrona, ridges of granite again made 
their appearance, fometimes bare, fometimes 
covered with heath, or clothed with foreft. 
About half a mile from Carlfcrona we came 
upon a fine view of that town, /landing in an 
iiland. 

During a fortnight's progrefs from Stock- 
holm to Carlfcrona, through a tradl of about 
500 Englifh miles, the weather was fo clear, 
dry, and delightful, that I felt no inconve- 
nience from performing the journey in an 
open cart. There was a gentle frofl at night 

and 
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and morning; but the remaining part of the 
day was cheered with a genial fun. The 
Spring, indeed, of that year was remarkably 
forward and exceedingly mild. The port of 
Carlfcrona, which is frequently clcfed with 
ice until the m.onth of April, was open early 
in March. The peafants of Upland and 
Wcftmanland feldom till their lands before 
April * ; but I obfcrved, during my pafTage 
through thofe provinces in the beginning of 
March, that the hufbandmen had already be- 
gun to plow the fields, and to fow their 
barley and oats. The rapid progrefs of ve- 
getation in thcfc northern regions was ex- 
tremely vifible from the quick /hooting of the 
pafture and young corn, which, though the 
fnow had only been melted three weeks, were 
in a flourifhing ftate. 

I was greatly furprized to find that Sweden 
would yield fufficient grain for the interior 
confumption of the inhabitants j if fuch large 
quantities were not employed in the diHilla-^ 
tion of malt fpirits. The northern parts of 
Sweden and Finland produce excellent rye ; 
and the fouthern provinces wheat, oats, and 



♦ Am, Acad. p. 372; alfo Stillingflcct's Trafts, p. 153. 
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barley. The wheat and rye are fown in 
the middle of Auguft, and are reaped in the 
fame month of the following year. Barley 
and oats are configned to the ground in Spring 
immediately upon the melting of the fnow : 
the former is cut down towards the end of 
Auguftj and the oats about the middle of 
September. 
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CHAP. XI. 

Carlfcrona. — Ne'ii) docks Swedifli fleet. — 

Sailors. — Chriftianftadt. — Helfingborg. — 
General remarks on the mode of travelling in 
Sweden . — Pofl-horfcs. — Roads. — Similarity 
betivecn many general exprejjions in the Engli(h 
and Swedifh tongues. 

CARLSCRONA derives its origin and 
name from Charles XI. who firft laid 
the foundations of a new town in 1 680 ; and 
removed the fleet from Stockholm to this 
place, on account of its advantageous fituation 
in the center of the Swedi(h feas, and the 
fuperior fecurlty of its harbour. The greateft 
part of Carlfcrona ftands upon a fmall rocky 
ifland, which rifes gently in a bay of the 
Baltic ; the fCiburbs extend over another fmall 
rock, and along the mole clofe to the bafon 
where the fleet is moored. The way into the 
town from the main land is carried over a dyke 
to an ifland, and from thence along two long 
wooden bridges joined by a barren rock. The 
town is fpacious, and contains about 1 8,000 
inhabitants. It is adorned with one or two 

handfome 
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handfome churches, and a few tolerable houfes 
of brick ; but the generality of buildings are 
of wood. The fuburbs are fortified towards 
the land by a ftone wall. The entrance into 
the harbour, which by nature is extremely 
difficult from a number of fhoals and rocky 
iflands, is ftill further fecured from the attack 
of an enemy's fleet by two ftrong forts built 
on two iflands, under the batteries of which 
all veflTels mull pafs. 

During our ftay at Carlfcrona, we received 
great civilities, and were entertained in the 
moft hofpitable manner by many perfons of 
the firft diftindion ; and had no difficulty in 
obtaining permiffion to infpedt the dock-yard, 
and the whole fleet. 

Formerly veflels in this port, when careen- 
ed and reptured, were laid upon their fides 
in the open harbour, until a dock, according 
to a plan given by Polhem, was hollowed 
in the folid rock: it was begun in 1714, and 
finiihed in 1724; but, as it was too fmall 
for the admiffion of men of war, it has lately 
been enlarged, and is now capable of receiv- 
ing a fliip of the firfl: rate. Its dimenfions 
are in length 190 Swedifli feet; in depth 33 ; 
and in breadth 46. It contains 300,000 cu- 

Z 2 bic 
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bic feet of water, and is ufually emptied in 
ten hours. Ninety men are employed in 
pumping at the fame time, and are reheved 
every half hour by the fame number. This 
being at prefent the only receptacle for the re- 
pairing of (hips, new docks have been begun 
upon a ftupendous plan worthy of the antient 
Romans. According to the original fcheme, 
it was intended to conftrud thirty docks, for 
building and laying up the largefl Ihips, at the 
extremity of the harbour. 

A large bafon, capable of admitting two 
men of war, is defigned to communicate, by 
fluiccs, with two fmallcr bafons, from each ' 
of which are to extend, like the radii of a 
circle, five rows of covered docks : each row 
is to be fcparated by walls of flone ; and each 
dock to be provided with lluice-gates, fo as to 
be filled or emptied by means of pumps. Clofe 
to the docks, magazines for naval ftores are to 
be conftruded, and the whole to be enclofed 
witli a ftone wall. 

The projcttl, begun in 1757, " was much 
negleded until the accefTion of his prefent 
majefty, who warmly patronifed the arduous 
undertaking. At the commencement of the 
works, £. 25,000 were annually expended 

upon 
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upon them ; which fum has been lefiened to 
about 6,000 per annum ; and the number 
of docks reduced to twenty. 

The following was the flate of thefe works 
in March 1779, 

The firft large bafon was finlHied. Its di- 
menfions are 250 feet in length, 1 1 o in breadth, 
and 32 in depth. The greateft part has been 
hollowed out of the rock, which was per- 
forated under water ; and the excavations filled 
with gunpowder, introduced and exploded 
through hollow tubes. The rock being thus 
blown up and removed, the bottom and fides 
were afterwards fmoothed, cemented with 
puzzulana brought from Naples, and nicely 
finifhed to an even furface. Three of the 
fides are faced with hewn granite and the 
fourth is defended from the violence of the 
waves by a pier of the fame material. The 
two entrances into the fmaller bafons were 
Jiearly completed, and the lluice-gates, of a 
Angular confiirudlion, were building: they 
are hollow machines; and are fo contrived, 
that, when filled with water, they afford a 
paflage to the fliip by finking, and rife again 
when emptied. The principle of mechanics 
by which they ad is fomewhat fimilar to that 
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of the kameels, employed in conveying large 
veflels over the bars at Amfterdam and Pe- 
terfburgh *. The two fmaller bafons, formed 
by excavations of the rock, and of a femicir- 
cular fliape, were partly finifhed. 

With relped to the docks, the materials 
were prepared for their conftrudion j and the 
rock in fome places had been blown away, 
and in others the earth had been removed. 
The bottom of one was already completed ; 
its fhape was elliptical; the platform and 
lower part of the walls were compofed of 
hewn granite, and cemented with puzzulana ; 
and the ftones, upon which the keel of a 
new (hip was to be laid down, were adjufted. 
It v.as expecfled that this dock would be en- 
tirely covered in before the end of 1779. It 
was computed, that one new dock would be 
annually finifhed; and that in twenty years 
this grand undertaking would be carried into 
execution. The water will be introduced, and 
pumped out, by windmills, or by hands, as 
occafion requires. 

The primary view and intention of this 
grand plan was to obtain dry docks, for the 

* See Vol. III. p. 350, 
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purpofe of keeping the whole fleet' entirely 
covered from wind and weather. It has, 
however, been a queftion much agitated in 
Sweden, whether large veflels are not more 
effectually preferved in water, than when fe- 
cured in dry docks ; a folution of which can 
only be given by perfons well experienced in 
naval affairs. But fhould this be allowed, yet 
thefe docks will ffill be greatly ferviceable for 
the conftrudtion and repairing, if not for the 
prefervation of fliips. 

An interval of five years had elapfed fince 
my former vifit to Carlfcrona, and I did not 
find the works advanced as much as I could 
have expeded. Inftead of building one dock 
every year, as was intended, only one has been 
finifljed in the fpace of nine years fince the 
commencement of the undertaking j and as 
only two more were in the leaft forwardnefs,,it 
will probably be a century before the plan is 
completed. The dock which is finifhed gives 
a complete idea of the expence and greatnefs 
of the plan. The bottom and fides are of 
hewn granite, rows of granite pillars fupport 
the roof, and bear rather the appearance of a 
colonnade to a temple, than a receptacle for 
{hips, 

Z 4 The 
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The fhips are built at Carlfcrona, chiefly 
by Englilh artifans. Though the provinces 
of Blekinge and Skone abound with oaks, 
yet, as there is not a fufficiency for a con- 
tinued fupply, the Swedes procure their fhip- 
timber from Germany. They made their 
two laft contrads with the king of Pruffia ; 
the firft for 400,000 Swedifh cubic feet * ; 
the laft for 200,000. The latter were de- 
livered in 1778, at the rate of 5^. io</. per 
cubic foot. They are fupplied from their 
own territories with mafts and deals, pitch 
and tar, and the greatell: part of the flax 
ufed in the navy ; and manufadure their own 
ropes and fails from hemp chiefly imported 
from Riga. They call: their own cannon, 
and make their own gunpowder with Swedifli 
faltpetre. The harbour of Carlfcrona, in 
which the Swedidi fl.^et lies at anchor, is 
large and commodious, with depth of water 
futhcient for Ihips of the firfl: rate to carry 
their lower tier of guns. 

Upon paper, the Swedifh navy, in 1779, 
amounted to 30 Ihips of the line, including 
thofe of 40 guns, and 1 5 frigates, befide gal- 

• 1000 Swedilh feet = 1027 EngliQi feet, 
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lies, prames, and xebecs. But as feveral of 
thefe velTels were very old and exceedingly 
out of repair, we could not eftimate thofe fit 
for fervice at tliat period to have been more 
than 20 fliips of the line, and 10 frigates. 

Though I was not able to obtain a com- 
plete catalogue of the whole navy; yet the 
following llfl of all the fliips then in commif- 
fion, and fitting out for a cruife in the Baltic 
in 1779, the aera of the armed neutrality, will 
help to fupply the deficiency. 



Veflels fitting out 

Names. Guns. 
Sophia Magdalena, new 74 
Guftavus III. new - 74 
Prince Guftavus - - 74 
Gotha Lyon - - - 74 
King Adolphus Frederic 70 
Frederic Adolphus, new 64 
Sophia Albertina - - 64 
Enigheten - - - - 64 
Finland - . ^ - 60 



in March 1779. 

Names. Gnns, 
Vafa, new - - - - 6q 
Upland, ftationed at ) 

Gotheborg - - 3 ^ 
Jaramas - - - - 40 
Swart Orn - - - 40 
Illerln, bound to Morocco 36 
Prince Guftavus,. new 32; 
Trolle, ill Finland - 32 
Erenfvard, in Finland 32 



The feamen belonging to government are 
regiftered, and amount to 1 8,000 : of thefe 
fbme receive their pay in money ; and others 
arc diftributed in the fame manner as the 
national miHtia, fmall portions of land in the 
iflands and upon the fea-coafl being afligned to 

thera 
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them for their fubfiftence. Of thefe 1 8,000 
failors, according to the moft favourable ac- 
counts, only about 6000 are reputed to be 
experienced feamen : the reft are mere pea- 
fants. Upon an emergency, the king enjoys 
the power of prefling fiilors from the mer- 
chantmen, but only in exchange for the re- 
giftered feamen. 

At Carlfcrona I rejoined my companions, 
vi'hom I had quitted at Stockholm ; exchang- 
ed my open cart for a more commodious ve- 
hicle ; and continued my journey from thence 
to Hehingborg, which clofes my travels in 
Sweden. Our route lay through the provinces 
of Blckinge and Skone. For the firft two or 
three ports the country was hilly and rocky, and 
covered with foreft j aftenvards it changed to 
a level and fertile plain. Our road lay near 
the fhore ; and we had many fine fea-views, 
with numerous rocks and fmall iflands fcat- 
tcred in all diredions. About twelve miles 
from the village of Fclkinge, where we took 
our ftation for the night, we entered Skone, 
called by foreigners Scania, the moft leve! 
and the moft fertile of all the Swedifli pro- 
vinces. We parted through Chriftianftadt, 
a ftrong fortified town, built in 16 14 by 
4 Chriftian 
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Chriftian IV. king of Denmark, when this 
province b',-'longed to the Danes ; and finally 
ceded to the Swedes, by the peace of Rofkild, 
in 1658, The town is fmall, but neatly built, 
and is efteemed the ftronsieft fortrefs in Swe- 
den. The houfes are all of brick, and iroftly 
fluccoed white. It flands in a marfhy plain 
clofe to the river Hclge-a, which flows into 
the Baltic at Ahus, about the diftance of 20 
miles, and is navigable only for fmall craft of 
7 tons burden. Englifli veffels annually re- 
fort to this port for alum, pitch, and tar. 
The inhabitants have manufactures of cloth 
and filken (luffs ^ and carry on a fmall degree 
of commerce. 

A little beyond Chriflianftadt, as we ap- 
proached the coafts of the Sound, the country 
rofe into fmall inequalities, covered at inter- 
vals with tiees : the foil was chiefly fand mix- 
ed with vegetable mould. We arrived, late in 
the evening of March the 2 id, at Helfing- 
borg, the place of embarkation upon the Sound 
for Denmark. 

Before I conclude my travels into Sweden, 
I fhall throw together a few remarks upon the 
mode of travelling, and other general heads, 
which I had no occafion to touch upon in a 
particular manner. 

Travelling 
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Travelling in Sweden is perfedlly commo^ 
dious to a perfon acquainted with the ufual 
method of procuring horfes. At the different 
towns and villages upon the high roads, pod- 
horfes are not always regularly ftationed ; but 
if the traveller fends forward a peafant to ap- 
point relays, at a certain flipulated place and 
time, his orders are punctually executed. 
The negledl of this precaution has caufed 
frequent delays to inexperienced foreigners, 
as it did to us upon our firft arrival in the 
country ; for we were obliged to w^ait at each 
pofl-houfe until horfes could be obtained from 
the adjacent villages. The ufual pradice of 
fupplying poft- horfes is regulated in a manner 
very convenient and cheap to travellers, yet 
cxtremelv br.rdcnfome to the natives *. All 

perfons 

♦ Cantzlcr makes the following jaJiclous remarks upo\\ 
this fubjcL>, In enumerating the jobftadcs to the im^. 
provement of agriculture in Sweden, he mentions, among 
others, " Les voituragcs publics ct le tranfport des vop- 
geurs, a faire tpur-a-tour par les payfans aflignes aux 
" relais de pofte les plus voifms, Ceux-ci font extreme-. 
" nicnt oncreux aux cultivatcurs, obliges, chacun au moins 
trois fois par mois, d'envoyer un valet ou gar^on avcc 
un>u deux chevaux a Tendroit de relais, qui Icur ell 
afligne, pour s'y tcnir une journce entiere pret au 
M tranfport des poftes, fans que les payfans en resolvent 
aucunc compcnfation, a moins qu'il ne furvienne d<j 

" voyageur. 



C. II. ' GENERAL REMARKS. 349 

perfons pofleffing land of a certain tenure are 
bound to fend one or more horfes, two or 
three times in the month, to the neighbouring 
poft-houfe: if they are not wanted, they 
return, after waiting 24 hours> without any 
compenfation for their labour and lofs of 
time ; and, if employed, receive a very in- 
adequate recompence I found, indeed^ 
travelling fo exceedingly cheap in Sweden, 

voyageur. Cette corvee s'appelle HolIsfkjut«, et il s'y 
perd chaque foiss un jour et demi. Mr. Mo4eer, fe- 
" cretaire de la fociete patriotique, fuppofe 700 endroits 
" de relais dans tout ce royaumcjet fept chevaux journelle- 
ment aflignes a chaque endroit de relais. En ne compt^ 
ant meme que 300 endroits de relais, et 4 chevaux pour 
" chacun, ce qui fait 1200 chevaux par jour, ou 432,000 
chevaux par an, a 360 jours, cette forte de corvees caufe 
pour Tagriculture une perte annuelle de 216,000 jour- 
" nees d'ouvrage a faire par un valet et deux chevaux/* 
See Cantzler's Memoirs^ &c. p. 202. 

* When we firft entered Sweden, we only paid 16 
ftivers zz ^d. for each horfe per Swedifh mile from^the 
towns, and 12 ftivers, or =3!^. from the villages: this 
price was fo exceedingly low, that at the laft diet the ftates 
increafed it : the new regulation took place on the i6th of 
March 1779; from v*hich time 24 ftivers :z lOcL was 
paid in the towns for each horfe for a Swedifli mile, and i6 
or 5^. in the villages. Even, according to this advanced 
price, the higheft fum is not quite i{d. and the lov/eft not 
a penny, per horfe, for an Englifh mile. 

that. 
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that, during a coiirfe of 500 miles, from my 
departure from Stockholm to my arrival at 
Carlfcrona, my whole expences, including the 
prime coft of my cart, the hire of poft-horfes, 
the gratuiries to the drivers, and the accom- 
modations on the road, did not amount to 

20, although my Swedilh fervant occa- 
lionally taxed me with want of ceconomy. 
The drivers being the peafants themfelves, 
who ufually attend with their own horfes, 
are contented with a fmall acknowledgment 
of about 2d. or 3 d. for each poft. The 
horfes are fmall, but hvely and a(5live; two 
were ufually the complement for my cartj 
and they went generally at the rate of fix 
or fcven miles in an hour : the poftilion never 
rode, but fat upon a fmall bench at the ex- 
tremity of the cart. 

The regulations of the poft are very ex- 
cellent. At each poft-houfe is kept a day- 
book or journal, in which each traveller fets 
down his name and charader, the day and 
hour of his arrival and departure, the place 
from whence he came, and whither he is go- 
ing, and the number of horfes he requires. 
One column is appropriated to complaints j fo 
that if the poil-mafler is impertinent or im- 

poling. 
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pofing, his condud: is known, as the journal 
is every month infpedted by the officers of go- 
vernment. 

The high roads of Sweden wind agreeably 
through the country, are made with ftone or 
gravel, and are as good as our turnpikes in 
England ; and yet not a fingle toll is exadted 
from the traveller. Each landholder is ob- 
liged to keep in repair a certain part of the 
road in proportion to his property; and, for 
the purpofe of afcertaining their refpedtive 
portions, fmall pieces of wood, or ftone, mark- 
ed with numbers and capital letters, are placed 
at different diflances on each fide of the way. 

In no kingdom, fmce I quitted England, 
have I obferved fo many feats fcattered over 
the face of the country as I perceived in 
Sweden ; where the gentlemen of moderate 
fortunes, as with us, are accuftomed to refid« 
upon their eftates in rural plenty. Thefe feats, 
being compofed of an affemblage of wooden 
buildings, and painted red, make a neat ap- 
pearance : occupying a large extent of ground, 
they look, at fume diftance, like fmall villages, 
and contribute greatly to the ornament of the 
country : they are moft frequent near the 
lakes J and are not uncommonly fituated in 
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the midft of hanging woods, or brokem rocks 
fufpended over the water. 

During my progrefs through this kingdom, 
I could not avoid being ftruck with a furprif- 
inGT refemblance between the Enelifh and 
Swedifli languages, not only in fingle words, 
but in whole phrafes, (o that a quick Englifli 
car may comprehend many expre/Tions in com- 
mon convcrfation. Among other inftances of 
this kind, I heard the pollilions cry out, 
" Come, let us go — " let us fee — ** ftand 
" fVill ;"— " h6ld your tongue ;"— " go on 
I naturally inquired their meaning of my in- 
terpreter, and found that they had the lame 
fignification as in our own language. They 
are for the mod part pronounced more like the 
Scottifli 'f* than the Englilh accent ; and in- 
deed, in genera], the Swedes appeared to me 

♦ Thcfc words arc t];us written in the Swedifh tongue: 
« KcMlitrfsgo''—^^ Let efi/t"—''- StanJJUll"—'-^ Hold 
" din tunga Go an." 

I A Swedifh gentleman of my acquaintance made the 
fame remark during a tour in Scotland ; that there was a 
much nearer rdVnibhincc between the Scotch and Swcdifli, 
than between the Swedifh iind hngiiiL, botii m woids and 
general pronunciation. The fasne j^cnticinan alio informed 
mc, that there are fevtral obfcUte bwcdiili words which arc 
very common in Scotland. 

as 
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as if they were talking broad Scotch. Nor is 
this any matter of wonder ; for it is probable, 
that the Scottiih hiode of fpeaking is the fame 
as was formerly uf^d in England ; and that, 
while we have gradually foftened our pronun- 
ciation, the Scots h^Lve retained it. With re- 
fpect to the fmiilarity between the Swedifh 
and Englifli tongues *, we may remark that 
they are both dialects of the Teutonic or Ger- 
man : and if in pronunciation they refemble 
more to each other than to their original ftock, 
it is owing to this circumftance j that we are 
certainly delcended from the Swedes and Danes,- 
whofe languages are only different dialedtsj and 
the old Saxon, which gave rife to the Englifli, 
was probably firft introduced into our ifland by 
fettlers, or invaders, from thefe northern king- 
doms. 

* That the affinity between the Swcdifh and Englifh 
languages was more obvious in former times, appears from 
an anecdote mentioned in p. 182 of this volume. 
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%andfcrona. — Lund. — Account of profefforRet-- 
zj'us. — Calmar. — Jonkioping. — Wadjlena, 
— Medvi. — Nordkioping, 

ASubfequent journey into the North in 
1784, furnifhed me with additional 
materials for an account of thofe parts of 
Sweden, which I did not viiit in my former 
tour ; and a defcription of Norway. 

July 20th. After exprefling to Mr. Elliott 
our warmeft acknowledgments for his polite 
and friendly attention to us, we quittted Co- 
penhagen at four in the evening; embarked 
in a four- oared boat, and failed to Landfcrona 
with a favourable breeze. The diftance is 
about fixteen miles. 

On approaching Laodfcrona, we were em- 
iDarrafled with fhoals and rocks ; and as the 
Danifh watermen were unacquainted with the 
coaft of Sweden, we could not difengage our- 

A a 3 felves. 
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fclves, and fliould have been compelled to 
return to Copenhagen, if fortunately two 
Swedifh failors, obferving our diftrefs, had not 
waded through the Tea, and conduced our vef- 
fel into port. 

Landfcrona, about twenty miles from Lund, 
a place of very little ftrength, is now ftron^- 
ly fortifying, and will become a fortrefs of 
great confequence, if the works Ihould ever 
be completed. But it feems as if the Swedes, 
in all their undertakings, formed plans much 
too great and expenfive for their finances 
and power ; and confequently, that they fel- 
dom can finifh what tliey begin. Such has 
been the fate of Carlfcrona, Trolhaetta, and 
Svcaborg ; and, perhaps, Landfcrona will fur- 
nilh another inltance of their attempting to 
execute what exceeds their revenue. 

The objed of the works now carrying on 
at Landfcrona is to erc«fl a fortrefs, which (hall 
command the whole coaft of Scania lying op- 
pofite to the Ifle of Zealand, and to form a 
harbour for gallies. 

The old fortrefs or citadel mounts feventy- 
four guns, and requires a garrifoii of two or 
three hundred men. 

The 
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The harbour lies between the continent and 
a fmall illand about half a mile in circumfe- 
rence, and is at leaft twenty feet in depth, and 
will form a very commodious ftation for the 
gallies. 

This harbour is to be protected by a new 
citadel on the fmall illand. For this purpofe 
the ifland is encircling with walls and baftions 
of hewn granite. The works are very labo- 
rious and expenfive ; for the ground being a 
morafs, the illand muft be drained by means of 
windmills, and the foundations of the fortifica- 
tions and buildings be laid on piles. The 
town alfo, towards the land, is encircling with 
an extenlive range of fortifications, no lefs ex- 
|)enfive and difficult than the former. 

Being from former experience well acquaint- 
ed with the mode of travelling in this country, 
we fent forwards our Enghlh poft-chaife from 
Copenhagen to Stockholm, and purchafed for 
ourfelves two fmall peafant's carts, each pro- 
vided with an arm-chair hung upon fprings. 
In thefe vehicles we went ufually at the rate 
of eight or nine miles in an hour, and not un- 
frequently travelled from eighty to a hundred 
miles in a day. 

hujid, the capital of Scania, is ei^eemed 

A a 4 the 
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the moft antient town in Sweden, according to 
an old proverb, that when our Saviour was 
born, Lund was in its glory. The fimilarity 
of the genitive cafe Lunden, to the name of 
the Englirti capital, has led fome antiquarians 
to conjedture, that London derived its appella- 
tion from this place. 

Lund contains fcarcely more than 800 in- 
habitants, carries on but little trade, and is 
principally fupportcd by its univerfity, efta- 
blifhed by Charles the Eleventh, and called, 
from the name of its founder, Academia Caro^ 
Una Gothorum. There are twenty-one profef- 
fors, and three hundred ftudents. The library 
contains 20,000 volumes. 

The botanical garden is by no means in a 
flourilhing ftate, the number of plants not 
exceeding 1200, 

Lund is an archbilhopric. The cathedral 
is an antient irregular building, raifed at dif- 
ferent intervals. Tlie clerk did not omit to 
carry us into a fub^erraneous chapel, with a 
vaulted roof fupported by grotefque pillars ; 
on two of which are the figures of a man and 
^voman carved in ftone, llretching out their 
arms, as if they were attempting to pull down 
the pillars,. Thefe grotefque figures have given 

rife 
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rife to the following legend : — A giant built 
the chapel, at the lequeft of the firft bilhop, 
on condition that the latter (hould promife to 
give him either the fun and moon, his two 
eyes, or find out his name. When the build- 
ing was nearly finifhed, the bifhop, who had 
not yet found out the giant's name, walked in 
the environs of the town in great anxiety to a 
neighbouring eminence, and happened to hear 
the giant's wife call her huiband by the name 
of Fin. Elated with this difcovery, he re- 
turned to the town, and faluted the giant by 
his name. The latter was fo enraged, that he 
endeavoured, with the alTifcance of his wife, to 
pull down the chapel ; but in their firft at- 
tempt they were turned into ftones. 

The following account of profelTor Retzius 
was communicated by my learned friend Dr. 
Pulteney. 

" It was in the univeriity of Lund, that 
« LinnjEUS acquired, at a veiy early age, the 
** firft fydematic ideas of Natural Hilfory, 
under profelfor Stobseus ; and he lived to fee 
his favourite iludics beginning to flourifh 
« in that feminaiy, under the influence of opx 
^ of his own pupils. He had lamented in 
" his writings, that in a fituation much more 

" favourable 



/ 
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** favourable than that of Upfala, as being four 
** degrees more foutherly, the garden of Lund 
*• had not rifen to fome eminence. 

** His regret on this occafion will probably 
** be foon done away by the zeal and exertions 
** of the prefcnt profeflbr of natural hiftory, 
" Dr. Andrew John Retz. This gentleman 
** probably received his talte for natural fci- 
** ence from his father ; who, with two ad- 
*• jun<fts, in 1729, at the expence of Stobaeus, 
*• inveftigated the whole province of Scania 
** in fearch of plants. 

" Retz firlt made himfelf known to the 
" literary world, by a paper publilhed in the 
" 25th volume of the Swedilh Ads for the 
** year 1764, on the Preparation of Salep 
*' from the Roots of the Orchis Morio, (Mea- 
" dow Orchis) ; to which he gave a clearnefs, 
*' and mucilaginous property, equal to what is 
" fcen in the Sa/ep of the Eaft. 

** Soon after this time M. Retz gave lec- 
" tares in natural hiftory and pharmacy, in 
" the univerfity of Lund ; on which occafion 
" he pubhrtied in 8vo. 1769, ' An Abftradt, 
*' or enlarged Syllabus, of the Elements of 
" Pharmacy an art, for the teaching of 
** which, profeflbrlhips arc eftablillied in the 
" univerfuies of Sweden. 

" In 
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" In the fame year he publifhed a trad: on 
" the rare Plants of Scania, in the colleding 
" of which, he was affiled by two of his 
" friends. It was printed in the Swedifh 
" Ads, vol. 30. 

" About the fame time he alfo read ledlures 
" in chemiftry ; and was appointed Demon- 
" flrator in the botanical garden. 

In 1772 he wrote, in theSwedifh tongue, 
" an ^ Introdudion to the Knowledge of tlie 
Animal Kingdom,' 8vo, pp. 136. This 
was intended to familiarize the zoological 
fyftem of Linnaeus to his countrymen. 
In the 3 1 11 volume of the Swedi{h Adls, 
" anno 1770, * Obfervations on a Paper writ- 
ten by M. Mounet, concerning the Method 
of preparing Corrofive Sublimate, inthemoiji 
"way i and in the fame volume, * Experi- 
jnents on the Tartar of Wine, and its 
Acid/ 

In 1774 was publilhed, in the form of an 
academical diiiertation, the firll fpecimen of 
his Obfcrvationcs Botanic ; a work which 
was afterwards enlarged, re-pubiiflied, and 
occafionally continued, as will be noticed in 
the fubfequent part of this account. 

Soon after this time, academical honours 
" were accumulated on our autlior. He be- 
8 came 
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** came one of the royal profeflbrs in the unt- 
•* verfity of Lund, and fecretary to a Phyfio- 
«* graphical Society ertablillicd in the fame 
" place. He had been chofen fellow of the 
" Medical Society of Copenhagen j of the 
" Naturae Curlojhrum of Berlin ; and corre- 
** fponding member of the Oeconomical So- 
" ciety of Leipfic. 

" In 1779 he printed Flora Scandinavice 
" Prodrcmusy 8vo. pp. 300. Retzius calls 
" this Flora the outline of a larger work, in 
" which he meditated to defcribe the plants of 
*« Sweden, Lapland, Finland, Pomerania* 
" Denmark, Norway, Holfatia, Iceland, and 
** Greenland, after the example of Linnaeus in 
" the Mantijfay and of Pollich in his * Plants 
" of the Palatinate.' In this Prodronms few 
" fynonyms are iiitroduced, but many obfer- 
«* vations, which evince the fcientific genius 
" of the author, and his clofe adherence to the 
" principles of his great mafter at Upfala. It 
** is fuch a fpecimen as would induce the bo- 
" tanifts of Europe to widi the author may 
'* pcrfedl his fcheme. 

" After the publication of this work, he 
" was complimented by Dr. Thunberg, the 
** fucccllor of Linnaius, with the applica- 

" tion 
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*• tion of his name to a new genus of plants, 
** nearly allied to the Convolvulus. It is de- 
** fcribed, and figured in the fecond volume 
" of the A5la Nunclenfia. 

" In 1783 the author's Prolegomena in Phar- 
** macolo^mn Regni Vegetahilis were printed at 
** Leipfic; and in 1786 tranflated into the 

German tongue, and publiHied with notes, 

by J. F. Weftftrumb. 

In 1779 M. Retz publifhed an enlarged 
** edition of his Fafciculus Objervationum Bo^ 
'* tanicarumy fol. — This work has been con- 

tinued to the fifth Fafciculus^ which was 
** printed in 1789, the whole containing 200 
" pages, and 16 plates of new plants. The 
" author tells us, that he had heard Linnieus 

repeatedly exprefs his wiOies, that all the 
'* plants in his own Herbarium had been de- 
" fcribed in that concife way, of which he 
** had fhewn the model in his Mantijfa ; and 

which the reader may fee completely exem- 
" plified in our own kingdom, by Mr. Curtis, 
** in his moft excellent work the Flora Loti- 
** dinenfis ; and not lefs fo by Dr. Smith, in 

his Icones Plantarum haclenus ineditce. 

" The defign of Retzius, in thefe obferva- 

tions, was to correct fuch miftakes as he 

« met 
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'* met with in the Species .Plantarum of Lin- 
" naeus, and in other modern authors ; and 
" to defcribe new plants in the method above- 
" mentioned. Linnaeus the Elder, to whom 
*' our author had pointed out ibme errors in the 
** 1 3 th edition of the Syjiema Vegetabilium, had 
** exprefled his approbation of his fcheme, and 
** with great candour exhorted him to continue 
** his refearches. By fome llrange fatality, the 
*' errors of this edition remained uncorreded 
** in the Supr.|em.ent ; and in the 14th edition 
" of th^ o'^'.'t;;;.: , .784, Retzius's work is 
" enriched with the defcriptions of many new 
*' plants, communicated by fcveral hands, but 
" principally from Dr. Koenig, phyfician to 
** tlie Daniih miifion of Tranquebar i particu- 
** larly in the third Fafciculusy with a de- 
** fcription of thirteen fpecies of the Scita- 
" mineat or fpice plants of the monandrcus 
*' clafs. To the great lofs of fcience this moft 
" accurate and indefitigable naturalift, whofe 
** diligence and fkill has rarely been equalled, 
" died at Tranquebar in July 1785. In chefe 
" Fajiiculi, Retzius has fucceeded to a de- 
** gree that has procured his book admiflion 
into the coUcdions of all critics in thefe 
" ftudics throughout Europe ; and fixed his 

" charadter 
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charadler as a-perfe6t mafter of the Linnaean 
fyflem. Until a more perfect edition of the 
Species Plantarum fees the hght, Retzius's 
Obfervations may be confidered as a necef- 
fary Supplement to the works of Lin- 
naeus. 

In 1784 the profeflbr printed, at Stock- 
holm, his ' Lectures on the feveral Kinds 
of Worms which infeft the human Intef- 
tines/ It is not within my fcope to dwell 
" on this fubjed. It muft be fufficient to 
obferve, that the author has taken mucli 
^* pains to concenter, as it were, in this fmall 
tradt, all that feemed to him valuable in 
preceding authors ; and after defcribing 
eleven fpecies of thefe noxious animals, with 
" the utmoft accuracy, he has fubjoined much 
valuable information on this fubjed from 
his own obfervations, and reafonings there- 



in 



« on." 



Our journey lay through Chriftianftadt and 
Lund. The variety of the country, the wildnefs of 
Ibme of the views, the beauty of others, the fer- 
tility of the fmall vallies, and the romantic ap- 
pearance of the overhanging rocks, formed a moft 
pleafing and agreeable contraft. Although the 
bafis of the foil is entirely granite, and vaft 

fragments 
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fragments of rock overfpread the face of the 
whole countr}-', yet tlie fuperficies is princi- 
pally green. In fome parts juniper bufhes 
over-run the foil, in others large forefts of 
oak and pine ftart from the crevices of the 
rock, where there fcarcely appears nutriment 
for the fmallcll vegetable. The vallies, nu- 
merous but fmall, aboLina v.-ith corn and paf- 
ture. It was hay harveft, every atom of foil 
was employed ; and I obfsrvcd feveral pea- 
fants making hay upon a flip of land, which 
could almoft be covered with a fheet ; and here 
and there a ftone five or fix feet high over- 
ihadowing a Jie/d of corn. 

In our route from Carlfcrona to Calmar, 
we pafled through large forefts of lofty pines 
and firs, which were planted by the hAid 
of nature, and fcarcely intermixed with any 
other trees, excepting in th(* environs of the 
villages. Thcfe pines appeared extremely lofty 
in comparifon with the narrownefs of the 
road which winded at their feet, and was ovcr- 
fhadowed by the hnnchcs converging to, and 
almoft touching, each other. 

July 25. As we approached Calmar, we 
emerged from the gloom of the foreft, and 
burft upon a fine view of the fea, with a diftant 

profped: 
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profpe«fl of the Ille of Oeland. The weather 
was delightful, the fea calm, and numerous 
vcffels covering the furface of the waters to 
the fartheft extent of the horizon rendered 
the fcenery as animated as it was beautiful. 

Calmar, feparated from the Ifle of Oeland 
by a ftrait about feven miles broad in its nar- 
rowed part, is a fmall town fcarcely a mile in 
circumference, but ftrongly fortified. The 
ramparts are at prefent unprovided with guns, 
which have been lately removed to Landfcrona 
and Chriftianftadt, from the rumour of a Danilli 
war. The ftreets crofs each other at right 
angles. The town contains 450 houfes. The 
inhabitants carry on a fmall trade, and poffefs, 
befides fmall craft, about feventy vefielsj from 
J 00 to 300 tons burthen. 

Calmar is celebrated jn the hiftory of the 
north, for being the place where the depu^ 
ties of the three kingdoms of Sweden, Den- 
mark, and Norway, were appointed to aifcni- 
ble for the eledion of a king, according to the 
union of Calmar; an union as favourable to 
Denmark, as it was contrary to the interefls 
of Sweden : it was upheld by the vigour and 
abilities of Margaret, but, under her weak 
and unwarlike fuccelTors, entailed upon Sweden 
^ feries of convullions and troubles, until it 

Vot. IV. B b was 
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was finally diflblved by the valour and pru- 
dence of Guftavus Vafa. 

About half a mile from the town is the 
caftlci Handing on an eminence, the only re- 
mains of the antient magnificence of Calmar. 
The building has been conftruded at different 
intervals, and contains a motley mixture of 
Gothic and Grecian architedure. I obferved 
over one of the doors an infcription, John III. 
1568. Parts of the manfion, however, are 
much older, as the apartment in which the de- 
puties of the three kingdoms ufed to afliemblc 
ftill fubfifts : It is 94 feet long, and 30 broad. 
This palace, once the refidence of the celebra- 
ted Margaret, and fo remarkable in the hiftory 
of this country, is now converted into a dif- 
tillery. 

Inftead of proceeding by the dire<ft road 
from Calmar to Stockholm, we made a cir- 
cuit through the interior parts of Sweden, 
the provinces of Smoland and Eaft Gothland, 
and pafl'ed through Jonkioping, Wadftena, 
Medwi, Linkioping, and Nordkioping. 

In traverfing Smoland, it was curious to 
obfcrve the immenfe tradts of forefts of pine 
and fir; the approach to the villages, an- 
nounced by groves of oak, beech, and birch ; 
and the numerous plots or parterres of ara- 
ble 
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ble laiid among paftures and rocks. I Have 
frequently obferved an acre of ground laid 
but with alternate flips of rye, barley, flax, 
hemp, the intervals between and around fown 
with grafs. I pafl'ed many fpots in which the 
trees were cut down and burning in order to 
manure the foil, and render it fit for pafl:ure 
or corn. 

An intelligent traveller *, fpeaking of the 
agriculture of Smoland, fays, " I found a tolera- 
" ble foil in Smoland, without fand or heath ; 
** but the large detached fl:ones and mafl^es of 
" granite with which it is overfpread, render 
" the greatefl: part Unfit for the plough. In 
** the crevices of thefe fl:ones, and betw^n 
" the pines and fir, underwood grows rapidly. 

" The peafants feledt a fpot of ground in 
" the midfl: of the forefl:, cut down the trees, 
" flirew them over the ground, and burn them 
•* when dry. They theii dig the earth be- 
" tweeii the flones with a fpade, fow and har- 
" row it with rakes, and obtain a good crop 
" of corn for two fucceflive years. The ground 
" is then converted into pafl:ure, and is chiefly 
" employed in feeding cattle, which, both in 
" this province and Halland, thrive well, 



* Proftflbr Buefch, of Hamburgh. 
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make a good appearance, and form an ad- 
vantageous article of export. Thefe fpots 
of land thus converted are called Swedja 
Land^ or burnt land, and in the fpace of 
fifteen years are again covered with wood. 
" This mode of culture has been ufually cen- 
" fured by many travellers, as very unprofit- 
" able and detrimental, but without fufficient 
reafon ; for many of thefe fpots cannot be 
" ufed to any other purpofe, being too ftony, 
^* and tlie trees of little value.'* 

Veils are commonlv worn in Sweden, not 
only by the ladies, but even by the female 
peasants when at work in the fields ; a cuf- 
tom which ftrikes an Englilh traveller for 
its fingularity, but which is ufefal in thefe 
parts, in order to rtiadc the eyes from the 
glare of the fnow in winter, and from the 
rays of the fun, fo ftrongly reflected from 
the rocks, in fummer. 

As we approached Jonkioping, on the 
third day's journey from Calmar, the coun- 
try became fomewhat lefs forefty, and the 
riews more cxtenfive, though not lefs rude 
and rocky. About a mile from Jonkioping 
we came to the top of an eminence, whofe 
fummit was covered with fir, and its feet 

with 
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with beech and oak. We looked down 
upon that town, lying beautifully between two 
fmall lakes, and at the fouthern extremity 
of the Wetter, a lake of an oblong fhape, and 
of fuch length, that it appeared like an arm of 
the fea. It is at Icaft i oo miles in length, and 
from fix to twenty-fix miles broad ; its fhores 
are gently Hoping, and moftly clothed with 
firs. 

Jonkioping is the capital of Smoland, and 
the feat of the parliament or fuperior court 
of juftice for the kingdom of Gothland. The 
town is no more than two miles in circumfe- 
rence, and contains about 3000 inhabitants. 
The houfes are moftly of wood, covered with 
turf. Excepting the houfes in the largeft 
towns, and gentlemen's feats, few of the build- 
ings in Sweden are roofed with tiles. They 
are principally covered with turf or mofs, 
no thatching being ufed, as both too dear, and 
dangerous in cafe of fire. In order to keep 
out the rain, large layers of birch bark are 
fpread over the timber-work of the roof, un- 
der the covering of turf or mofs. Thefe turf 
roofs make a fingular appearance, many of 
them producing herbage, v/hich is occafionally 
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cut for the ufe of the cattle. I obferved a few 
ornamented with flowers. 

In quitting Jonkioping, wc coafted the 
wcftern fhores of the Wetter, through a hilly, 
ftony, but well cultivated and woody country, 
the road fometimes running clofe to the margin 
of the water, fometimes carried over the fteep 
precipices which form the fhores of the lake, 
The vaft expanfe of water, which near Jonkio-' 
ping is too uniform, was partly broken by an 
ifland about feven miles in circumference, and 
the view was diverlified with a fmaller lake. 

The fmall town of Wadftena, on the bor- 
ders of the lake Wetter, is remarkable for its 
caftie, a fmgular building, defended at the 
four corners by round towers, covered with 
fmall domes. This caftlc was built in 1 544 
by Guftavus Vafa, and inhabited by his fon 
Magnus, who was infane. The church, a 
large handfome building, contains his fepul- 
chre, and the remains of Catharine, wife of 
Charles Canutfon, and of Philippa queen of 
Eric the Thirteenth. 

The lake Wetter, like all inland pieces of 
water furrounded with hills or mountains, is 
fubje<fl: to fudden ftorms in the ftille/l weather. 
Superftition or credulity not unfrequently find 
' , caufes 
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caufes for all phenomena of nature ; and I was 
informed at Copenhagen, that thefe fudden 
florms on the lake Wetter were occafioned by 
a fubterraneous communication with the lake 
of Conftance, in Switzerland i for it had been 
difcovered, by a regular feries of correfpon- 
dence and obfervation, that when the waters 
of one lake arofe, thofe of the other fell in 
^he f^e proportion ; and that frequently the 
waters of the Wetter were violently agitated 
without the leaft wind, or any apparent caufe, 
until information arrived, that at that very 
^ime the lake of Conftance had been diflurbed 
by a tempeft. The perfon who gave me this 
information further added, in favour of this 
phaenomenon, that fimilar plants were observed 
%o grow fpontaneoufly in the neighbourhood 
of each lakej and that the fame fiih were 
likewife caught in both lakes. 

On my arrival at Wadftena I found a gen- 
tleman, to whom I had a. letter, ftrongly 
imprelTed with the truth of this account, 
and particularly affirming, that a feries of 
correfpondence and obfervation had eftablillied 
its truth. But when I requefted a fpecific 
proof, I found that his aflertion was principally 
grounded on tradition ; and that np correfpon- 
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dencc on the fubjedl had been carried on by 
any pcrfon now aUve, but by tiie great-grand- 
father of fomc inhabitant of Wadftcna. 

I fliould not have thought this idle ftory 
worthy of mention, if the tad had not been 
poiitively affirmed, by perfons of fome note 
at Copenhagen ; if it was not the generally 
received opinion at Wadftcna j and if fome 
travellers had not been fufticiently impofed 
upon to relate it in their travel?. 

At Motala, we crolfcd the river of the 
lame name, which iffues from the Wetter, 
and is not navigable for the fmalleft: veflels, 
and foon arrived at Medwi, the Swedifh 
fpa. 

Medwi is pleafantly fituated in a gently 
waving and richly wooded country. The lodg- 
ing-houfes form one ftreet of uniform wooden 
buildings painted red. The walks and rides 
are delightful, particularly to the banks of the 
Wetter. The waters of the Spa are vitriolic 
and fulphureous. 

The regulations of this place leem more 
calculated for the accommodations of the 
fick who come to drink the waters, than 
for the company who afTemble for plcafure. 
Between five and fix in the morning the com- 
pany 
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pany are awakened by the ringing of a large 
bell, when they ufually rife, drink, the waters, 
breakfaft, ride out, or walk. Precifely at 
twelve dinner is ferved in a large hall, to which 
all the company repair. After dinner they 
play at cards till five, when they take their 
afternoon's airing. At feven fupper is ferved 
in the fame hall ; at nine the bell rings, the 
gates are fhut, no carriages are admitted, and 
the company moftly retire to bed. 

We had purpofed pafling a week at Medwi, 
but the feafon being paft, and the company 
gone, excepting a few invalids, we continued 
our journey to Stockholm, through Linkio-^ 
ping and Nordkioping. 

Having^ repaffed the Motala, we afcend- 
ed an eminence, and defcended into the largeft 
and moft cultivated plain I had yet feen in 
- Sweden, fertile in corn and paflure, bounded 
by a ridge of hills, whofe fides and fummits 
are prettily wooded, and whofe feet were wa- 
tered by the Motala, forming a fuccefTion of 
lakes. The plain is open, and the fields large; 
frequent churches, villages, and country feats 
occurred j and the fcene was enlivened by the 
hay-harveft. 

In the midft of this plain ftands the fmall 

but 
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but neat town of Linkioping. It contains 
the epilcopal palace, the cathedral, and the 
palace in which refides the governor of Eaft 
Gothland. 

The axle-tree of one of our carriages break- 
ing, we were detained here for two hours; 
and the night coming on, we were prevented 
from enjoying the beauties of the country, 
which appeared from the dim light of the 
ftars more rocky and hilly as we approached 
Nordkioping, where we did not arrive before 
one in the morning. 

Nordkioping is one of the largeft and mofi; 
commercial inland provincial towns in Sweden. 
It covers a large fpace of ground, being ten 
miles in circumference; but the houfes are 
Ihiall and fcattered, and the inhabitants do not 
exceed 10,000. Its fituation on the ^IotaL'l 
is exceedingly pidurefque. That river Aows 
through the town, forms a feries of catarads, 
and is divided into four principal ftreams, 
which encircle feveral rocky iflands, covered 
with houfes and manufactories. At the ex- 
tremity of the town it is navigable for fmall 
vellels. 

Several manufadories are eflabliHied in the 
town : fifty-five fabrics of cloth, which em- 
ploy 
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ploy 1500 menj three fugar-hpufes ; one of 
fnuff J fifty mills for grinding corn, which is 
exported in large quantities ; and a brafs foun- 
dery. 

The fabric of arms mentioned by Mr 
Wraxall no longer exifts, the proprietor being 
a bankrupt. 

A falmon fifhery gives employment and 
nches to many of the inhabitants. 

A few miles from Nordkioping we afcend- 
ed a high chain of granite mountains, which 
run from eaft to weft ; the ftupendous mafles 
of rocks impending over the road, highly 
pidlurefque, refemble the firft Alpine paffes 
in Switzerland. From the fummit we looked 
down upon the rich plains we had pafled the 
preceding day, and the Motala winding and 
flowing into the Bay of Brunick. On defcend- 
jng this chain, we traverfed a fucceflion of 
plains and rocks which ftretch from north to 
fouth. The plains are exceedingly fertile in 
grain and pafture, and watered by numerous 
rivers and lakes. The villages are numerous, 
chiefly fcattered at fmall diftances from each 
other J groupes of two or three cottages plac- 
ed on rocky eminences, and many churches 

• ftanding 
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flajidiiig fingly, in the inofl; pidurefque fitu- 
ations, diverlified the fcenery. 

At Filtja, the laft poft previous to our 
arrival at Stockholm, Vve admired a beauti- 
ful bay of the lake Maeler, bounded by per- 
pendicular, rocky, and woody banks. The 
nearer we approached the capital, the more 
defolate the country appeared. It was al- 
meft entirely covered with rocks or forefts, 
exhibiting fcarcely any traces of human in- 
duftry, excepting a few patches of corn and 
pafture in the midll: of the foreft, and about 
a dozen habitations. This dreary fcene con- 
tinued till we afcended an eminence, and came 
upon a fudden view of the fpires of Stock- 
holm, half hid by the intervening rocks and 
trees, 
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CHAP. II. 

Palace of Gripfliolm.— StraGgnetz I'ombs of 

Steno Sture, and Charles the Ninth.— ^o- 
hus.— Marftrand.— Uddevalla. 

THE palace of Gripfliolm was a mo- 
naftery of Carthufians, given to that or- 
der by Steno Sture ; but as the friars refufed 
an afylum to Guftavus Vafa in his diftrefs, the 
latter claimed it as the patrimony of his fa- 
mily, and made it the favourite place of his 
refidence. The prefent king, being enamour- 
ed of a place v^^hich was honoured with the 
prefence of his great anceftor, has lately im- 
proved and furniflied it, and ufually pafles here 
fome months in the year. 

The palace is a Gothic building, and ftands 
on a fmall ifland of the Maeler, overlooking or 
rather impending over the water. Its antient 
battlements, and four irregular round towers 
covered with copper, convey an idea of thofe 
antient caftles mentioned in romances ; and 
the recolleil;ion, that it was the favourite re- 

lidence 
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fideivce of Guftavus Vafa, impreffed us with 
additional awe and reverence. 

This palace contains a curious coUedion of 
portraits: Amongft others I particularly noticed 
Chrillopher the Third ; Margaret, the Semi- 
ramis of the North ; and Eric of Pomerania ; 
Steno Stiire, juniori adminiflrator of Sweden ; 
feveral portraits of Guftavus Vafa, particularly 
one painted by his fon, the unfortunate and 
accomplilhed Eric the Fourteenth j the trea- 
cherous Arnold Peterfon, who received and 
endeavoured to betray Guftavus Vafa, and his 
wife, who preferved him ; Catharine, the be- 
loved confort of Eric the Fourteenth, pale 
and delicate; Guftavus, fon of Eric the Four- 

4 

teenth, who died in Ruilia ; he is reprefented 
in chains, and his countenance conveys a fine 
expreflion of melancholy; John the Third; 
Charles the Ninth ; and Oxenftiern, the cele- 
brated chancellor. 

A large hall contains thirty-four whole 
length portraits of the European fovereigns 
contemporary with Guftavus Vafa. Among 
the moil confpicuous I remarked the emperor 
Maximilian the Firft; Sigifmond the Firft, 
king of Poland; the emperor Charles the 
Fifth, and his brother Ferdinand ; Louis, king 
I of 
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of Hungary ; our Elizabeth, in the bloom of 
her youth, and much prettier than (he is ufually 
reprefented ; and Eric the Fourteenth, painted 
by himfelf. 

The new faloon is hung with portraits of 
the prefent fovereigns of Europe. 

We were fhewn a fmall apartment, in which 
John the Third was confined ten years by his 
brother Eric, and in which Eric alfo was after- 
wards imprifoned by order of John. 

The king has built an elegant theatre, iii 
which plays are occafionally reprefented during 
his refidence in this fpot. 

Straegnetz, fourteen miles from Gripfholm, 
IS a fmall town on the banks of the Maeler. 
That lake never appears a large expanfe of 
water, but is divided into numerous bays or 
inlets, which feem like fo many detached lakeis* 
Its furface is interfperfed with rocky iflandSj 
and its perpendicular banks are covered to th6 
water's edge with hanging groves but the eye 
is tired with the tedious uniformity of the 
firs and pines, which form almoft the only 
trees that fringe its banks, or overfpread its 
iflandsv 

The cathedral, a large red brick building, 
with a fquare tower roofed with copper, con- 
tains 
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tains the fepulchres of the adminiftrator Steno 
Sture the elder, and of Charles the Ninth. 

The fepulchre of Steno Sture is a farco- 
phagus of marble, ornamented with a fword, 
helmet, and buckler. 

His body was formerly buried in the mo- 
naftery of Griplholm : when that monaftery 
was abolifhed, at the introdu«5tion of the pro- 
teftant religion, it was removed to the parilli 
church of Kermbo, and in 1 577 conveyed in 
ftate to this cathedral by order of Charles the 
Ninth, then duke of Sudermanland. 

Time had mouldered his tomb, and his re* 
mains were not dillinguilhed by any memorial, 
until the fepulchre which now covers his aflies 
was ereded by the prefent king. His majefty 
confidered it as a national reproach, that no 
tomb or infcription Ihould be ereded in honour 
of a man, who, in the capacity of adminif- 
trator, direded the helm of llate during thirty 
turbulent years, and lupported the rights of 
his countrymen againft the repeated invalions 
of the Danes ; who gave to his country equal 
laws ; and, no lefs eminent for his protection of 
letters, founded the univerfity of Uplala. 

The tomb of Charles the Ninth llands near 
the altar, on it is the equelhian figure of the 
2 king 
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king in complete armour, the fame which he is 
faid to have worn in his life-time. 

Although the tranfcendent merits of Charles 
the Ninth are eelipfed by the fuperior qualities 
of his father and fon> yet, even as the fon of 
Guilavus Vafa, and father of Guftavus Adol- 
phus, he feems to fhine no lefs with native 
than with refledled luftre. 

Compelled from neceffity to take up arms 
in conjundion with John, and to affift in de- 
pofmg Eric the Fourteenth, yet he behaved to 
his unfortunate brother with humanity and 
deference, oppofed and condemned his affaf- 
fmation, and openly remonftratcd againft the 
indignity offered to his remains. 

The life of Charles the Ninth was almoft a 
continued ftruggle againft civil commotions 
and foreign invalions j yet amidft thofe foreign 
and domeftic troubles his whole adminiftration 
was refpeded at home and abroad. He had 
long been the real, while Sigifmond, who 
chiefly refided in Poland, was the nominal, 
fovereign ; until the unanimous voice of the 
nation depofed the weak and bigotted Sigif- 
mondj and raifed Charles to the throne of 
Sweden j a meafure fo well conducted as not; 
to appear effcdled by his own private intrigues, 

Vol. IV. C c but 
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but rather the refult of national affedlion and 
national necelTitv. 

Charles, in his condud as king, fully an- 
Avered the languine expet^tations of his people. 
He v/as enterprifing, yet cautious in war, fe- 
gacious and dccifive in the cabinet, a friend to 
humanity, yet fevere in the puniihment of 
crimes. Attached by principle to the pro- 
teftant religion, he fupported with firmnefs its 
declining caufe, againft the perfecutions of 
John and Sigifmond, and raifed it, almoft 
drooping, again to pre-eminence. 

Zealous to promote the interefts of his peo- 
ple, he built towns, encouraged commerce and 
agriculture, and patronized letters. Of quick 
and lively feelings, he was fubjefl to violent 
but Hiort tranfports of paffion, which harralled 
his frame, and finally occafioned his death. 
He died in i6i i, in the fixty-firft year of his 
age, leaving the commerce, finances, and army, 
in tlic moll flourifliing ftatc, and, a moft in- 
valuable legacy to his cour.try, his fon Guf- 
tavus Adolphus. 

From Stra^gnetz we palled through Arboga, 
Ortbro, Lidkioping, Trolhstta, and Gothe- 
borg, of whicli places I have already given a 
curpjry account *. 

* Sec Book VII. c. ix. and x. 
8 From 
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From Gothtborg we made an ex'curfion to 
Bohus, Marflrand, and Uddevalla, in our way 
to Norv/ay. 

The fort of Bohus ftands on a rocky emi- 
nence in the Ifle of Bohus, encircled by two 
branches of the Gotha. This fort was formerly 
celebrated in the hiftory of Norway, as a place 
of confiderableftrength,and forming the frontier 
fortrefs between Sweden and Norway, during 
the conftant wars in which the Danes and 
Swedes were engaged. 

It was a wooden fortrefs before the inven- 
tion of gunpowder, but in 1448 was rebuilt 
with Hone by Chriftian the Firft. Its fitua--' 
tion is very flrong : it contains a garrifon of a 
hundred men. From its fummit we com- 
manded a view of the Gotha winding at the 
feet of the moft barren rocks. 

From Bohus we proceeded through a rocky 
country to Kiulthal, a fmgle houfe, inhabited 
by a cuftomhoufe officer, where we embarked, 
and rowing through fmall bays and creeks, 
amid barren rocks and crags, we arrived in two 
hours at Marftrand, one of the moH extreme of 
thofe clufters of iflands which extend in fuch 
nunabers from the coafts of Sweden. 

Marftrand> which for its ftrength is called 

C c 2 th« 
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the Gibraltar of Sweden, is a rocky ifland in 
the Cattcgate, about two miles in circum- 
ference ; the town, which lies on the eaftern 
fide, contains about 160 houfes, and about 
1,200 inhabitants. It was declared a free 
port in 1776, and v^tis the great refort for 
the American vcfiels tradi.ng to thefe parts, 
who were not permitted to enter into any 
other port of Sweden. The traffic carried on 
by thefe means enriched the town, particularly 
in 1780 and 1781. Since the peace the com- 
merce has greatly diminifhed, and the inha- 
bitants now chiefly fubfifl by the herring 
fi£hery, by the number of fhips which in bad 
weather take refuge in the harbour, and by a 
contraband trade. 

Previous to 1781 the inhabitants obtained 
confiderable profits by fmuggling brandy into 
Sweden, the importation of which was entirely 
prohibited in the other ports ; but as the fame 
privilege of importing foreign fpirits for the 
purpofe of exportation has been lately granted 
to GotJieborg, Marllrand has \o[\ great part of 
its contraband trade. 

Marftrand is called Si frce port, but its ex- 
emption is merely imaginary ; for although all 
goods are admitted into the town free of duty, 

yet 
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yet they cannot be exported from thence with- 
out paying the ufual cuftoms. Above fixty 
cuftom-houfe officers are eftabliflied, and care- 
fully examine all velTels at the time of their de- 
parture : we underwent a very ftridl fearch. 

The harbour is extremely fecure and com- 
modious, but of difficult entrance, and in 
tempeftuous weather dangerous, without a pi- 
lot of the place. It is capable of containing 
200 veffels, and of fufficient depth for the 
largeft. 

Each of the two entrances which lead into 
the harbour are commanded by two new bat- 
teries. That on the north fide, which is quite 
finifhed, mounts lo guns of 24 and 36 poun- 
ders, and could contain in time of war a gar- 
rifon of 150 men. The fouth battery, which 
was not yet mounted, will be capable of con- 
taining 300 foldiers. The place is ftill further 
fortified by the ftrong citadel of Carlftein, 
which Hands on an eminence in the middle of 
the ifland. It was built in 1682, by Charles 
the Eleventh, and was taken by the Danes in 
lyig ; but its fortifications have lately been fo 
confiderably ftrengthened, that it is now deem- 
ed impregnable. On the top of the higheft 
pwer is a light- houfe, from which I com- 

C c 3 manded 
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manded a moft extenfive view of the Catte- 
gate, fprinkled in the adjacent parts with fo 
many rocks and iflands as furprized me from 
their aftonifliing number — 

" Thick as th* autumnal leaves that ftrew the vale 
« Of Valombrofa ♦." 

The numerous rocks and (hoals render this 
fea fo extremely dangerous, that, according to 
an accurate computation, above 300 veffels an- 
nually take refuge during ftrefs of weather in 
the harbour of Marftrand. It was a plealing 
refle(ftion to fee thefe rocks covered with the 
huts of fifliermen, and to confider, that the 
induftry of man had rendered fuch barren fpots 
the nurferies of many families by the profits of 
the herring fifhery. 

Having gratified our curiofity at Marftrand, 
we embarked, and returned to Kiulthal, from 
whence we continued our journey through a 
country fo CKceedingly rocky and barren, that 
if I had not obferved occafional flips of corn 
and pafture in the finall vallies, I Hiould have 
concluded, that the fca had only left it yefter- 
day. As I advanced towards Uddcvalla the 
lands became gradually more and more fertile, 

• MiUoa. 

yielding 
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yielding rye, barley, and oats, fprinkled with 
forefts of fir, and watered by feveral lakes. 
As we palTed thefe pieces of water in the 
dufk of the evening, we obferved feveral boats 
hanging out lights in order to allure the fifli 
into nets. 

Uddevalla is prettily fituated on a bay of the 
fea, and at the bottom of fome fteep rocks at 
the extremity of a fmall but fruitful valley. 
The houfes are built of wood painted red and 
yellow ; the flreets are fpacious and airy. It 
contains about 3,000 inhabitants, and carries 
on a tolerable commerce, exporting iron, 
planks, and herrings. 

As we proceeded in our journey northward 
from Uddevalla, the hills increafed in height j 
the vallies became more confined, and lefs 
fruitful i the rocks more rugged and the 
few pines that relieved the eye lefs tall and 
luxuriant. 
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I. 

Articles of the New Form of Government 
eftablilhed in Sweden at the Revolution 

of MDCCLXXII. 

The following form of government is an exacl 
tranfcript of that which was tranflated into 
Englirti, by order of his Swedifh Majefty, from 
the original, and printed for the ufc of the 
Englifh Merchants refident at Stockholm. 
Although it contains feveral expreflions and 
phrafes not perfectly confonant to the idiom of 
the Englifli language, yet, as it is a ftate-paper 
of great confequence, I thought it more advi- 
feable to print it in its prefent form, than to 
new-model the ftyle particularly as there are 
very few expreflions, the meaning of v/hich can 
be doubted. The reader will therefore excufe 
any trifling errors in the ftyle„ or orthography ; 
and not impute them to any negligence in the 
author. 

WE, GUSTAVUS, by the grace of God, king 
of Sweden, Goths, and Vandals, &c. &c. &c. 
heir of Norway, duke of Schlefwig, Holftein, &c. &c. 
make it known, that whereas, from the beginning of Our 
reign, We uninterruptedly have endeavoured to employ 

Our 
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Our royal power and authority to promote the advance* 
ment, ftrength, and welfare of this realm, as well as the 
im])rovement, fafety, and happinefs of Our loyal fubjedls; 
and that, in order ^o obtain this ?nd, We have found, that 
the prefent fituation of the country requires an unavoida- 
ble amendment of the Fundamental Laws, adapted to the 
above-mentioned falutary purpofe ; and therefore, after the 
nioft exact and mature deliberation and reflection. We 
have drawn up a form of government, which the States 
of the reahn now alTemblcd unanimoufly have received 
and fworn to; which form of government, fo agreed to 
by the ftates. We gracioufly have been pleafcd, by thofe 
prefcnts, to approve and confirm, according to its literal 
fcn(e, in tlje form and manner follov/ing. 

We, the under- written Senators and States of the 
kingdom of Sweden, counts, barons, bifhops, knights 
and nobility, clergy, chiefs of the militia, deputies of the 
towns and peafantry, here afiembled in behalf of ourfelves 
and our fcllow-fubjects at home, make it known, that 
whereas We, by a fad experience, have found, that, under 
tl;c name of the blefled Liberty, feveral of our fellow 
fubjeds have formed an Arillocracy, fo much more into- 
Icr^ible, as it hath been framed under licentioufnefs, for- 
tified by felf-intereft and fcvcritief, and finally iupported 
by foreign powers, to the detriment of the whole fociety, 
and which hath brought us in the utmoft inftcurity by 
the wrong interpretation of the law, and at laft might 
have led the kingdom, our dear n.itive country, ta the 
dreadful fate, which the hi{|;ory pf former times, and tf^ 
example of our neighbours, hath hud before us, had not 
the fpirit of zealous citizens, and their love to the coun- 
try, fupported by the zeal and atchievements of the High 
and Puiflant Prince and Lord GuUavus IIL King o( 

Sweden^ 
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Sweden, Goths, and Vandals, our moft Gracious Sove- 
reign, faved and drawn us out of it; fo that we have tur- 
ned our thoughts upon fortifying our liberty, in a man- 
ner, that it may not be abufcd by a bold enterprlzing ru- 
ler, nor by ambitious, felf-interefted, and treacherous citi- 
zens, or fpiteful and haughty enemies ; but that the old 
kingdom of Sweden and Gothia for ever may be a free 
and independent realm : therefore we have granted and 
confirmed, as we, by thefe prefents, declare and aflert this 
form of government to be an unchangeable and facred 
Fundamental Law, which we, for us and our pofterity, 
born and unborn, promife to obey and keep, after its literal 
fenfe j and deem thofe to be enemies to us and the king- 
dom, that would perfuade us to deviate therefrom, as it, 
word for word, here follows : 

I. Unanimity in religion, and the true divine woi'ihlp, 
Is the fureft bafis of a lawful, concordant, and liable go- 
vernment y and therefore the king, and all the officers and 
fubjefls of the realm, fhall, hereafter as hitherto, firft and 
foremoft be addicted to the pure and evident word cf 
God, as it is revealed in the Prophetical and Apoftolid 
Writings, explained in the Chriftian Symbols, the Gate* 
chifm of Luther, and the unvaried Confeffion of Augf- 
burg, and confirmed by the Council of Upfala, and the 
former Decrees and Declarations of the States, in order 
that the right of the church may be ftrengthened, but 
without any prejudice to the rights of the king, of the 
crown, or of the whole Swedifli people. 

II. The king is intitled to rule his realm as the law of 
Sweden fays, he and no other, to fortify, love and keep . 
juftice and truth ; but forbid, abolifh, and deftroy uii- 
righteoufnefs and injury j not to ruin any man as to his 

life 
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life and honour, body or welfare,' unlefs he be lawfully 
ccnvided and judged, nor to diftrain, or fufFer to be 
diftraincd, from any man his goods moveable and un- 
moveable, without lawful trial and judgment, and to ruU 
the kingdom according to the chapter of the law concern- 
bg the king's prerogative, the Swedifii lav/, and this form 
of government. 

III. The order of fucceflion to the crown fubfifts in- 
tirely as it is cftablifhed in the A£l of Inheritance, fettled 
at Stockholm Anno Domini 1543, in conformity to the 
like Aft of Wefteras, Anno Domini 1544, and the De- 
cree of Norrkoping, Anno Domiiii 1604. 

IV. Next to the king's majcfty, the greatcft refped 
bath been of old, and fliall be hereafter, paid to the fena- 
tors of the realm ; and them the king alone creates and 
clefts of native Swedifti knighthood and nobility, bound 
to his majefty by fidelity, loyalty, and allegiance : and 
though they cannot be determined to a fixt number, be- 
caufe fo many may be conftituted as the need and dignity 
of the kingdom requires ; yet they ordinarily ought to be 
feventeen, inclufive of the high officers of the realm, and 
the lord-licutenant of Pomerania. The chief care of all 
thefe (hall be to advife his majefty in all the important 
affairs and concerns of the kingdom, whenever it pleafeth 
his majefty to confult them ; to aifcrt all rights of the 
realm, to advife all that is moft advantageous for him and 
for the kingdom, after the beft of their judgement; to in- 
fluence the ftates and the people to loyalty and willing- 
nefs ; to be careful of the right, majefty, independency, 
advantage, and flourilhing ftate of the king and the realm : 
and thus according to what the Decree of the Diet of the 
^ear 1602 fays, advife, as their duty demands, but not 

rule. 
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rule. For the reft, the fenators are bound to the king 
alone, and anfwerable to him only for their counfels ; yet 
the king cannot reproach, or impute to them any bad fuc- 
cefs, which may happen againft their fuffrages, expefta- 
tions, thoughts, and opinions, formed upon good reafons, 
efpecially if the execution of good coupfels does not reach 
the propofed aim, by the fault of him to whom it is enjoin- ' 
ed and commanded to perform and execute them. 

V. The king is entitled to govern and rule, fave and 
proted"^ towns and countries, and all the rights appertain- 
ing to him and to the crown, according to the law and 
this form of government, 

VI. Whereas the negotiations of peace, truces, and al- 
liances ofFenfivc and defenfive, feldom bear the leaft delays* 
and neceffarily require the greateft fecrecy, his majefty 
therefore confults with the fenators in thofe important 
matters, and, having pondered and collefted their fuf- 
frages, takes fuch meafures and expedients, as he himfelf 
thinks to be the beft and.moft ufeful for the kingdom ; yet 
if, in thofe important matters, the fenate ftiould prove 
unanimous in an opinion, oppofite to his majefty's, then 
his majefty yields to their fentiment ; but if the advices 
ftiould prove different, then his majefty decides, and ap- 
proves of that opinion which he himfelf thinks the beft 
and moft advantageous, 

VIL If the king is a foreigner, he may not go out of 
His kingdom without the knowledge and confent of the 
ftates of the realm ; but if he is a native Swede, then he 
only needs to communicate his rcfolution to the fenate, 
and perceive its advice^ in the manner fet down in the 
foregoing VI. 

VIII, 
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VIII. And that all occurring bufinefs may be perfor- 
med, by his majefty, with the more activity and order, the 
affairs are to be divided between the fenators in the man- 
ner his majcfty thinks moft ufeful and proper; his ma- 
jefty,asthe head of the kingdom, only being accountable 
to God and the country for his ruling it ; and in all thefe 
affairs, when his majefty hath collected the opinions of 
the fenators, who are acquainted with thofe matters, and 
called by his majefty to ponder them, his majefty hath the 
deciftve voicq ; yet herefrom (hall be excepted all the 
juridical cafes judged at the King's benches, courts mar- 
tial, or any other of the tribunals in the kingdom, and 
which come in the laft inftance to the final decifion of 
the high revifion of juftice, which always confifts of feven 
fenators, that have been employed in juridical offices, and 
ure reputed to be juft and (killed in the law, and where his 
majefty himfelf hereafter, as before, is prefent, having 
there but two voiced, and, when the opinions prove even, 
the decifive vote. 

IX. It appertains to the king's majefty alone to do afts 
©f grace, and to give pardon, to reftore honour, life, and 
goods, in all crimes, which are not evidently contrary to 
ihe holy word of God. 

X. All the higher offices, from lieutenant.colonel to 
field-marflial, both indufivc, and all their equals in the 
ccclefiaftical and civil order, are in the king's gift, in the 
fitting of the fenate, after the following wife : — When a 
place is vacant, the fenators ought to take notice of the 
capacity and merits of all pcrfons that fue for fuch places^ 
and who may come into con!ideiation, and make report 
thereof to his majefty ; and his majefty, having in the fe- 
nate indicated the perfon whg is come in his gracious 
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remembrance to be advanced to the fame place, the fcna- 
tors give their confiderations thereupon in the prot(K:ol, 
but without any further votation. To all other em- 
ployments the colleges, and other perfons concerned, 
propofeto his majefty three perfons of the moft Ikilled, 
worthieft, and beft qualified for the vacant place, that are 
to be found ; on which occafion, fomebody or other of 
merit, befides thofe of the college, may be remembered; 
and all others that feek for the preferment, and are comr 
petent, may be named. In the regiments, tlie propofal 
to the vacant poll: is to be made according to the ftatute 
of King Charles XII. of the 6th November 1716.^ If, 
in the propofmg, any man fliould be found to be injured, 
and without reafon negle£ted, the rcfpe£live perfons con- 
cerned fhall be accountable for it. Out of the folicitino- 
perfons his majefty chufeth him that he thinks the moft 
qualified. But all the otlier lower offices, of which the 
colleges, chapters, and colonels of the regiments, as well 
as other bodies, before the year 1680, have been ufed to 
difpofe, may be now and hereafter in their particular gift. 
Foreigners, being princes or other perfons, may not here- 
after be employed in the commiffions of the crown, neither 
in the civil nor military ftatc, except in his majefty's 
court, if they be not by eminent and great qualities able 
to do fignal honour and notable fervice to the kingdom. 
To all thefe places ability and experience (hall only open 
the way, without any regard to favour or birth when 
they are not accompanied with merit. The election of 
the arch-bifhop, bifliops, and fuperintendants, fl^all pro- 
ceed after the former cuftom, and his majefty alone no- 
minates one of the three who are propofed to him by the 
perfons concerned. The preferment of the paftors of pa- 
rifties (hall be entirely ;;ccording to the form of govern- 
Vol. IV. D d ment 
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mcnt of the year 1720, and the other ftatutes concerning 
thcfc affairs enadled after that time. 

XI. The king alone is entitled to ennoble thofe that 
by loplty, virtue, valour, learning, and experience, have 
made themfelves well deferving of the king and the 
country ; but whereas there is a great multitude of 
noblemen in Sweden, his Majefty vouchfafes to reftrain 
this number to one hundred and fifty : and the order 
of nobles may not deny introdudion to thefe one hundred 
and fifty new families : likcwifc the nobility may not 
deny introdudlion to the noblemen his majefty will create 
cojnts or barons, and who by great and eminent merits 
have defcrved it, 

XII. All affairs, here above not excepted, are to be 
reported to his majefty in his cabinet ; or in one of the 
divifions in the fenate, when his majefty thinks it more 
proper i or, if his majefty ftiould be pleafed, to advife 
with a greater number of fenators ; but in that cafe 
they ftiall always be deemed to have been propofed in the 
cabiiict. 

XIII. The realm being large, and the affairt mtny, 
and of greater importuice than that the king alone can 
hv able to examine and clear them all, he iteeds officers 
ai\d governors to aflift him. 

XIV. For the diligent attendance, performance, and 
expedition of the afKairs, certain colleges are inftituted, 
who, like the arms of the body, extend their care to all 
that is to be done and executed in the kingdom. They 
have right and power, every one u\ their fundions, in 

the 
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the liame of the kin^, and in what relates to their charges 
and office, to command the officers under them, and to 
keep them who are under their care and dire^ftion, to the 
performance of their duty, to demand account of their 
expeditions, and to give his majefty all necelTary and 
defired notice, as well of thofe as their own bufmefc. 

Xy. In the King's Bench, which is the king's higheft 
court of judicature, is to be one prefident, who, by learn- 
ing and (kill in the law, has made himfelf a qualified 
judge; and has, for his affiftants, one vice-prefident, 
and the ufual counfellors and aflelTors of the King's 
Bench, Thefe high tribunals, every one in their place, 
have infpe£lion and care that juft ice may be accountably 
and well adminiftred, according to law and eftablifhed fta- 
tutes J which, without mifinterpreting, muft be obferved 
and kept in the judgements after the true and literal fenfe j 
infomuch, that the courts of King's Bench, without pro- 
fit, felf-intereft, or other confiderations, do juftice to every 
body, as they fliall be anfwerable before God and the! 
king, left unrighteoufnefs might ruin the land, and the 
kingdom. A nobleman may never, in arraignments of 
capital caufes, be judged in any other court than that 
of the King's Bench, intirely as the privileges and 
ftatute relating to law-fuits of the year 16 15 prefcribes 
and commands ; yet the trial may be made in locoy and 
no other criminal cafes than thofe touching life and ho- 
nour be brought thither. It appertains likewife to the 
King's Bench to have a narrow infpedtion over the in- 
ferior judges in the cities and country, as well as exe- 
cutors; and Vv^hen any thing is done by them out of 
imprudence, blundering, or avarice, they muft imme* 
diately be fued, judged, and punifhed as the cafe requires y 
but if any of th(?m ihould be.convi<5ted of having wilfully, 

D d a QHt 
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out of hatred, malignity, or for bribes, wronged the juftlcet 
and thus wounded his confcience, and damaged his 
fcilow-fubjcft on his life, honour, and welfare, fuch a one 
(hall not be puniftied with fines, or removal from his 
place, but with lofs of his life and honour, and, according 
to the cafe, pay for his malice and mifchievoufnefs, intire- 
ly after the Swedifli law. Nor may fuch mifdemeanors 
be hufhcd up or countenanced by indulgence or un- 
feafonable mercy, left, in fo grave matters, others miy 
be induced to a licentious abufe of juftice, when they 
perceive, that, upon the offence, forfeiture and damage, 
due cenfure and well-deferved punifliment does not fol- 
low. On the contrary, they who, out of malice, rafti- 
ncfs, and revenge, fall upon tlic judges and executors of 
the law, in the performance of their offices, with calum- 
nious, flandering, and injurious^ words and writings, with- 
out being able fully to prove what they have charged 
them with, fhall be immediately and fevcrely puuifhcd, as 
every particular cafe may require i in order that inconfi- 
deratc, malicious, and mifchievous perfons may take warn- 
ing thereat : but nobody, whofoever he is, (hall be for a 
long while kept in prifon without being put to a trial and 
judgement. And, m order that need and diftrefs may 
not give the judge an occafion and pretence to abufe his 
•fEce, the lawman's-judge and felTion-money, granted 
by tl)c peafantry to the maintenance of their judges, (hall 
be kept untouched, and employed to its due end, and the 
pay of the judges, after the annual lift, exa^flly according 
to the afturance of King Guftavus Adolphus, of blefled 
memory, in the year 1611. The king's attornies and 
fcrjeants at law may not exercife their offices to the in- 
jury of others, and promoting their own felf-intereft : and 
if this (hould happen, th-y ftiall be accountable for it ac- 
cording to law; uf which the chancellor of juftice fhall 

have 
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have a narrow infpedlion : his incumbent duty It is like - 
wife, to fee how the law and the ordinances are obeyed, 
and give an account thereof to his majefty. The above- 
mentioned King's Benches fhall, hereafter as hitherto*, be 
three. The firft at Stockholm, whereto appertains the 
whole kingdom of Sweden, properly fo called in the old 
law : the fecond is always at lonkoping, whereto belongs 
the whole kingdom of Gothia ; and the third has its feat 
at Abo, to which the Great Duchy of Finland reforts. 

XVL All commlfTions, deputations with jurifdI6tion, 
or extraordinary tribunals, either eftabliftied by the king or 
the ftates, (hall be hereafter aboliftied, as being the means 
to further fovereignty or tyranny ; and every Swedifh 
man fhall enjoy the right to be judged by that court to 
which he belongs, after the law of Sweden : but if it 
Ihould happen, that any of fo high a birth, or the fenators, 
or a whole college, fhould prove guilty of fo high crimes 
and mifdcmeanors, that it concerns the king, the realm, 
or the majefty of the crown, and that the criminal could 
not be judged neither by the King's Bench, nor by the 
fenatc, then a tribunal of the realm fhall be conftitiited, 
where the king fhall be prefent,.or in his place the 
prince royal fhall prefide, or the firft of the hereditary 
princes, or the eldeft fcnator ; and whofe members are to 
be all the fenators, the field-marfhal, all the prcfidcnts 
of the royal colleges, four of the eldeft counfellors 
of the three King's Benches, one general, two of the 
eldeft lieutenant-generals, two of the eldeft major- 
general^, the eldeft admiral, the two eldeft vice-admirals, 
the two eldeft rear-admirals, the chancellor of the court, 
and the three fecretaries of ftate; the chancellor of juf- 
tice is always follicitor ; and the eldeft fecrctary of revi- 
fion fhall keep the minutes. This tribunal is intitlcd, 
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the trial paft, to publilh the judgement 'wiA tlie 3'obrs 
open, and nobody may afterwards have "power to alter it, 
and much lefs to make it more feverc : his majefty not 
deprived of his prerogative to pardon. 

XVII. Next to the King's Benches follows the Mi- 
litary College, where now, as before, is to be a prefidcnt, 
the mafter of ordnance, the quarter- mafter-general, and 
the wonted counfellors of war, who muft be well ufed 
to accounts, and are cfpecially to be taken out of thofe 
that are fkillcd in matters of war. This college has in- 
fpc£lion and care of the land army in the kingdom, the ar* 
tillery, ufed both in the field and in the fortreflcs, the bo- 
dy of fortification, guns, faflories, weapons, ammunitions^ 
and what belongs thereunto, the condition of the fortreflts^ 
cfpecially at the frontiers, caftles, and building for the 
war, the levying, enlifting,and reviewing of foldiers ; and 
fo further, according to the inftrtiflions, ordinances, and 
royal writs, as arc already, or may hereafter be ifllied, 

XVIII. The whole land army and navy of the king- 
dom, wiih the high and low commanders thereof, fhall 
take the oath of fidelit)' and allegiance to his majefty, the 
;:calm, and the ftates, according to the eftablifhed form. 
The armyof horfe and foat, as well as the mariners, con* 
tinues, as it is appointed, according to the fan£lion, called 
Indelnings-Wcrk, and is to be maintained by the contrails 
made with the peafantry and the towns, which are to be 
parrowly performed, obeyed, and kept, until his majefty, 
with the ftatcs, fliall find it neceffary to alter them in any 
wajr. 

^ XIX. No colonel, or any other of the military com- 
manders, may, without his majefty's own prder, fummon 
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any home-fent troops to aflemble, excepted the ufual ren- 
devous of the regiments, unlefs in cafe of an unexpeftecl 
invafion of the enemies of the kingdom, which (hall then 
be inftantly reported to his majefty ; the chief command 
belonging to him alone over his whole army and navy, as 
it has always been ufual in former, and for the country th© 
pioft flourifliing and happy times. 

XX. The third college of the realm is the Board of 
Admiralty, wherein is to be a prefident, and the members 
are to be all the admirals and flag-officers prefent ; but for 
the better managing of thefe affairs, in his majefty\s 
council there fliall be at leaft one fenator who hath 
ferved in the navy, and is experienced in the marine. 
This college has the infpedtion and care of the navy of the 
realm, with all things thereto belonging, as well the 
building of the {hips, their equipping and furnifhing 
with guns, as the victualling, the raifmg of the ma- 
jrines, the company of divers, the pilotry, and all other 
bufinefs thereto belonging, according to the inftruc- 
tionS) royal writs, and ordinances, as are already, or may 
hereafter be iflued. 

XXL The fourth college is tie Chancery of the 
Realm, where one of the fenators always is prefi- 
dent, having, as members, one or more of the fenators, 
one chancellor of the court, the fecretaries of ftate, and 
the ufual counfellors of chancery. In this college, all the 
ftatutes, ordinances, and recefles, concerning the kingdom 
in general, and the privileges of particular tov/ns and per- 
funs, arc framed and peimed, efpecially commiflions for 
,places, edicts, writs, and warrants : hereto belong like- 
wife all the records and rolls of the diets and other alVcm- 
biles, alliances with foreign powers, treaties of peace 

D d 4 with 
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with enemies^ the due difpatching of envoys^ all the coun- 
fels the king ordinarily takes from the fenators^ or fome 
of them, and the records thereof, as well as all what 
is iflued under his majcfty's name and feal. This col- 
lege has likewife the necelTary care for the poft-Offices 
in the whole kingdom and the adjacent provinces, in or- 
der that they, under the infpeftion of the chief director, 
may be duly adminiftred. The fecretaries of ftate arc to 
take particular care that the refolutions, according to his 
majefty's decifion, and in conformity with the records, 
may be readily and fpe2dily, duly, and in good order, ifTu- 
ed, without the lead negledl, in what view foever it 
might be. Should any perfon prove fo rafli as to ifliie 
a warrant, contrary to his majefty's decifion, and there- 
with endeavour to furprize his majefty (which in fuch a 
muftitude of expeditions, tafily might happen), the 
fame perfon fhall, after trial and lawful judgement, be re- 
moved from his place, and puni(hed as the crime defcrves. 
Nor fhall, therefore, any warrant be hereafter, more than 
hitherto, obeyed and executed, without due counterfigna- 
tion, except in military affairs. This college is befides 
to follow the ordinance of the chancery, the inftruftions, 
writs, and royal ftatutcs, whiph are already, or may here- 
after be iflued. 

XXII. His majefty denominates in the fenate, but 
without voting, the prcfident of the chancery, the counfel- 
lors of chancery that are fenators, the chancellor of the 
court, the chancellor of jufticc, the fecretaries of ftate, 
the counfcllors of chancery, as well as the fecretaries of 
expeditions, and chufes them to whom his majefty has the 
beft truft. In the fame manner his m.ajcfty's envoys to 
foreign courts are to be conftitutcd. 



XXIIL 
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XXIII. The fifth college of the realm is the College 
of the Chamber, which has a prefident and the ufual 
counfellors of the chambers. There all who have any 
bufinefs with the inpome and expences of the king and 
crown, are to receive their order and give their accounts, 
according to the inftru£lions, writs, and ordinances, hi- 
therto ifllied, or which may hereafter be enadled. The 
care and endeavour of this college (hall be to fee that the 
rents and taxes be duly and feafonably gathered and en- 
creafed, the ground well cultivated and improved by a 
good tillage and hufbandry, in order that the Regalia F'lfcl 
may not be negledled, forfeited and purloined \ but the 
fubftance of the realm by all means amended, adapted to 
the expences, kept in order, and in due time received, fo 
that the public credit may not be loft ; but that his ma- 
jefty, in cafe of need, can depend upon aid and afliftancc 
as well within the kingdom as abroad. The great cuf- 
tom-houfe, with its receipt and accounts, as well as the 
petty land- tolls and the excife, appertain likewife, under 
the infpedion of a chief director, to the care of the college 
of the chamber, where commiffions are to be given to the 
refpective cuftom-houfe officers and gatherers, and due 
fecurity for his majefty to be obferved, 

XXIV. In the Exchequer is to be a prefident and the 
ufual commiffioners of the exchequer. Hereunto belongs 
the difpofition and diftribution of the cafli of the crown ; 
and here likewife every one that handles the king's mo- 
ney, in due time ought to come in with their accounts 
(F<rrflag) according to what their inftrudions ordain. 
The eftimates muft alfo in due time every year be fettled, 
and thereby the eftablifhment, or lift of the year 1696, 
be the bafis and rule \ and care be taken, that the officers 
may be paid out of the incomes and colFers of the crowm 

But 
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Btittkc aforelaidlift may not be exceeded or augmcirtccf, 
Ihould not the unavoidable fcrvice and intereft of the king 
mnd the kingdom require it. In the lift ftiall not only fub- 
fift the determined fum for his majefty's privy purfc, 
which always is left to his majcfty's particular will anddif^ 
pofition,but alfoa fum annually to be appropriated to ex* 
traordinary ilTues, and managed after his majefty's under* 
written and counterfigned order ; the whole, according to 
tlie inftrudlions, writs, and ordinances, as are already, or 
may hereafter be enaded. 

XXV. His majefty denominates in the fenate, but 
without voting, the prefidentand thecommiffionersof the 
Exchequer, out of fuch pcrfons as, by faithfulnefs and (kill 
in this interefting matter, have proved themfelves worthy 
C)f his majefty's truft. 

XXVI. The college of the Mines fhall likcwife have 
a prefident and the ufual counfellois and alFcflbrs ; all fuch 
perfons, who by learning and experience have made them- 
felves qualified to be officers of judicature, and alfo have 
acquired a folid knowledge in metalliirgic matters, and all 
the fciences thereto belonging. This college has in- 
fpcdion and care of all what concerns the rife and im- 
piovcmcnt of the mines and forges. 

XXVII. The College of Commerce has alfo a prefi- 
dent, the ufual counfellors, aireflbrs and commiffioners, 
who have a confummate knowledge in the matters of 
commerce and trade. It is the incumbent duty of this 
college to take care that the commerce may prolper and 
incrcafe, that the manufafturcs may be fupported, the 
work-houfe's well regulated and maintained, and duty 
(Liccnt) portory,cuftom- ordinances and taxes obfervedj 

over 
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ibWr a?id iAdve whatt ihflrudfions, writs, and-ftatutes, 
as are at prefent prefcribed, or hereafter fliall be or- 
dained* 

XXVIII. The Revifion of the Chamber muft like^ 
wife have a prefident, who, with the ufual members, 
tatkes care, not only that all juridical affairs, there de^ 
pending, may be lawfully judged and executed by the 
ferjeants at law, but alfo that the annual accounts of the 
crown, without any delay, from that very time they arc 
fent to the Royal College of the Chamber, and the Re- 
vifion of the Chamber takes notice thereof, may be fur- 
veyed, explained, elaborated, and finally decided; all 
according to the inftruftions, writs, and ordinances, 
which are already, or may hereafter be ilTued* 

XXIX. The Lord High Steward of the Realm is 
one of the fenators, in whofe inrpedion, his majefty's 
court, palace, and houfehold are, and who rules, keeps, 
and takes care of his table and fervants of the court, with 
all what thereto belongs, 

XXX. His Majefly's Court and Houfehold is to be 
at his own peculiar difpofition ; his majefty alone being 
able to alter, change, and reform whatever he Ihould find 
neccffary. 

XXXI. The grand governor (Ofver-Stathallare) of 
Stockholm, the captain-lieutenant, lieutenant and quar- 
ter-mafler of the lifeguard-man, the colonel and lieute- 
nant-colonel of the foot-guard, and alfo the colonel of 
the horfe-guard, the colonel of the life-dragoons, the co- 
lonel and lieutenant-colonel of the artillery, the general- 
adjutants 
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adjutants and the commandants of the frontier towns, 

are all charges of truft, which his majefty grants or re- 
calls in fitting fenate, yet without voting. 

XXXII. All the colleges are bound to affift each other 
in all what can be conducive to the good and emolument 
of the king and the kingdom, whenever it fhall be re- 
quired and neceflary: yet one college muft not incroach, 
or do any hindrance and prejudice to the other ; but each 
attend to its bufmefs with due activity, care, fedulity, 
feith, and prudence. The prefidcnts, when they are 
prefent in their colleges, enjoy their due power and au- 
thority ; but when they are abfent in the king's, or their 
own private affairs, although they then keep the title 
and honour due to their quality, yet they cannot order, 
difpofe, and command any thing that belongs to the 
charge of prefidents, till they fliall return and be feated 
in their regular fundion. During their abfcncc, the 
eldeft member of the college performs, with equal right, 
authority, and eftect, all what is adherent to the charge. 
The colleges arc accountable to the king for their be- 
haviour when he requires, and fhall anfwer nobody but 
him alone for tlicir adminiftration. 

XXXIII. The regency of the provinces is eflabliflicd 
in certain govcrnpicnts jull as they now are conftituted; 
fo that there never, for the future, (hall be any general- 
governor in this realm, if not on a very pecuHar emer- 
gency, and then for a (hort time : alfo fliall there no ap- 
panage, province, or government be bellowed ; but the 
provinces (hall be divided in the fame governmeVits they 
now, according to the Form of Regency de Anno 1 7 20, 
adually arc, 

XXXIV. 
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XXXIV. The prince heir apparent to the crown of 
Sweden, and alfo the princes of the royal Swedifc blood, 
cannot have any appanage, or general-government, but 
muft depend upon fuch annual allowance that can be 
allotted them from the Exchequer, which money, for 
the hereditary princes, muft not be lefs than one hundred 
thoufand dollars S. mt. * from the day they (hall be de- 
dared of age, which is at twenty-one years, The 
princes of the Swedifti blood, who are more diftant from 
the crown, (hall have fuch an annual penfion for their 
maintenance, as can be convenient and fuitable to their 
birth. Yet they can be diftinguifhed with the titles of 
duchies, as in old times has been in fafhion ; but without 
any right to thofe provinces w^hofe name they bear, 
which always fliall be incorporated under one head and 
ruler, without any diminution or feparation* 

XXXV. Concerning the fuftenance of the prince 
royal, who always is the reigning king his eldeft fon, or 
grandfon, in a direct defcending line, it muft be beftowed 
in the fame manner as eftabliftied for the late king Adol- 
phus Frederichus his fon's, our now reigning moft gra- 
cious king's Guftavus's the III. annual maintenance. 
And when he is come to the age of eighteen years, he 
fhall be admitted into the council of the king, 

XXXVI. No prince of rhe Svvcdifli blood, although 
he maybe prince royal, or hereditary prince, or of a mone 
diftant line, may marry v/ithout the king's knowledge 
and confcnt. In the cafe any one fhould contravene, he 
(hall be judged after the Swediili law, and the children be 
difinhcrited. 

About X^. 41 06. 

XXXVII. 



4ii A P P E N D I X, !• 

XXXVII. The king being fick, or abfent upon a 
loiig journey, then the regency is to be adminiftred by 
thofe of the fenate, whom the king has denominated for 
that purpofe : but if the king Ihould fall fick fo fuddenly 
that he cannot give any orders how the affairs of the 
realm flhould be managed, then all the warrants and de- 
crees are to be figned by tl^e four eldeft fenators and the 
prefident of the chancery: thefe five together are to cx- 
ercife the royal power in all affairs that require a quick 
dilpatch ; but they are not intitled to denomination of em- 
ployments>nor to conclude alliances, before the king being 
lb rcAored to health, that he himfclf can take in hands the 
affairs of government and then thefe fhall be account- 
able to the king how bufmefs has been difpatched. But 
if the king dies, and the prince royal is under age, then 
the government of the realm is to be adminiftred in the 
manner above-mentioned, unlefs that the late king had 
made any teftamentary difpofition ; in which cafe it (hall 
be according to the king's faid teftament. 

XXXVIIL The ftatcs of the realm muft not fail t^ 
convene, when called by the king, on time and place 
indicated, there to confult with his majcfty on fuch af- 
faii*s, whereabout his majcfty defires their meeting. 
Nobody elfc but the king alone fliall have the power to 
call the ftatcs to a public diet, except in the minority of 
the king » then the tutors ♦ exercife this power. But if 
the crown fliould happen to be vacant by the extinction 
of the whole royal family on the male fide (for which 
£id event the gracious God beware !), then the ftatcs of 
the kingdoni are bound, without any convocation, on 
the 30th day after the death of the king, of themfclves to 
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«cet at Stockholm, according to our a£l of convention^ 
de dato Junii 23d, 1743; which ad alfo exprefles the 
penalty on whofoever in that cafe fhould endeavour, 
with praitices and confpiracies, to incroach upon the 
free eledion of the ftates. In that unhappy event, it is 
incumbent on the wardens of the houfe of nobles, the 
chapter of Upfala, and the court of magiftrates at Stock* 
holm, inftantly to publifli it, in all the provinces, for the 
knowledge of all who are concerned ; and whereas the 
provincial governors then are obliged, each in his terri* 
tory, to make known the demife of the king to all the 
inhabitants, it is expedted, that fo many will be prefent 
before the appointed time, that they may be able to fave 
and defend the Uberty of the country, and a new fuc- 
ceflbr to the crown be chofen. 

XXXIX. The ftates of the kingdom are bound, with 
faithful concern, to leave intemerate all the royal prero- 
gatives, after the dictates of the Swcdifh law, fo that 
they fliall be kept in their full vigour and ftrength, in 
order that all what in fuch manner appertains to the royal 
authority fhall be zealoufly and carefully maintained, 
defended, and ftrengthened ; wherefore, nothing of thefe 
fundamental laws is to be reformed, augmented or dimi- 
niflied, v/ithout the concert and agreement of the kingj 
on purpolfe that no unlav/fulncfs might render invalid the 
eaaded law, or the liberty of the fubjeds, together with 
the king's rights, be invaded and fubdued but each b^ 
in poffeffion of his due rights and privileges : to that end 
* all the ftatutes, from the year 1680 till this prefent time, 
which have been confidered as fundamental laws, in 
virtue of this fliall be abrogated and rejedled. 

XL, The king fliall have no power to make new laws 

without 
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without the knowledge and aflent of the ftates, nor abro-* 
gate an old one received formerly. 

XLI. The ftates fhall have no power to abrogate old 
laws, nor to make new ones, without the king's confent 
and approbation. 

XLII. When a new law is to be fettled, the following, 
method (hall be obferved : if the ftates of the realm wifli 
for a new ftatute, then they are to confult among them- 
felves, and after ihey are come to agreement, the project 
is to be prefented lo his majefty by their four fpeakers, 
for to perceive the king's fentiment. His majefty there- 
upon aflcs the advice of the fenate ; and when he himfelf 
has pondered it, and fixed his rcfolution, he calls the 
ftates to public meeting in the Great-hall ( Riks-Salen), 
and gives them, in a fliortfpeech, his confent and agree- 
ment, or clfe the realbns for his refufal. But if the king 
fliould propofe a new law, he is at firft to communicate 
it to the fenate ; and when the fenators have given their 
advice to the protocol, the whole matter is to be deli- 
vered to the ftates, who, after having confulted, and 
come to an agreement among ft themfelves, alk for a day 
to prvfciit their confciu to his majefty in the Great Hall : 
but if it happens to be a refufal, then they deliver their 
reafons for it in writing by their four fpeakers* 

XLIII. If there 'ftiould be raiLd foiiK .i.^v ^a^Uon 
about the true meaning of the law, as in former times 
frequently has happened, then it lhall be decided in 
the fame manner as in the 42d article here above is 
enafted. 

XLIV. Although it always is an appurtenance to the 
Crown to coin nionoy, yet the ftates have rcfcrved them- 
felves. 
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felves, when any raifing or debafing of the ftandard, or 
intrinfic value, fliould be defigned or undertaken, that 
fuch a reformation fliall not come to pafs without their 
knowledge and agreement. 

XLV. The king is to defend and fave the country, 
particularly from foreign and hoftile invafion ; but he 
cannot againft the tenor of the law, his royal oath and 
aflurancej levy any aids for war, new taxes, enrolling of 
men, or other duties, without the knowledge of the 
ftates, and their free will and confent : yet, that un- 
happy cafe excepted, when the kingdom (hould be at- 
tacked by an army, then his majefty has power to take 
fuch meafurcs, for the fecurity of the realm, as he fliall 
judge convenient for the good of his fubjefts j but as 
foon as the war is finifl:ied, the ftates muft be called, and 
the new taxes in behalf of th^ war quite aboliflied. 

XLVI. The aflemblies of the ftates are not to fubfift 
longer than at moft three months : and in order to avoid 
that the country being aggrieved by the expences of long 
diets, as has happened heretofore, the king is empowered, 
after that time, to diflblve the aflembly, and fend away 
the deputies each to his own home ; and if, in the like 
occafion, no new fubfidies were granted, the old ones 
then are to fubfift. 

XLVII. The ftates are intitled to denominate and 
chufe the perfons who are to be feated in thofe com- 
mittees, with which the king will pleafe to confult about 
fuch bufinefs as he defigns fliall be kept fecret, Thefe 
members are inverted with all that right and authority 
which appertains to the ftates themfelves : but all mat- 
ters that can be publiflied fliall be communicated to the 
ftates, and imparted to their deliberation. 

Vol. IV. E e XL VIII. 
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XLVIII. The king has no power to wage war with- 
out the alTent and agreement of the ftates. 

XLIX. No other minutes, but of fuch affairs that 
have been under the dehberation of the king with the 
ftates, can be required or delivered to them. 

L. The ftate and condition of the Exchequer (hall be 
laid open before the ftates of the realm, in order to take 
cognizance that the public money has been fpent to the 
good and welfare of the country. 

LI. If a member of the ftates, during the diet, or on 
his journey to or from the diets, ftiould be injured and 
wronged with words and deeds, when he has made 
known that he is in that quality and bufmefs, it ftiall be 
puniflied as a breach of the king's peace. 

LII. His majefty affures to maintain all the ftates of 
the kingdom in their duly acquired old privileges, im- 
munities, rights, and liberties : and alfo, no new privi- 
leges for any one of the' ftatgs, without the knowledge, 
advice, and confent of all the four ftates, ftiall be given 
or imparted. 

LIII. To his majcfty's gracious care alone the Ger- 
man provinces are left, that they may be governed ac- 
cording to the Laws of the empire, and the tenor of the 
treaty of Wcftphaly. 

LIV. 1 he cities and towns of the kingdom are to 
remain in their duly acquired privileges and rights, 
which were granted and given them by former kings ; 
yet fo, that they are to be fitted and adapted to the cir- 

4 cuniftances 
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cumftances of the times, for the good and advaatage of 
,the commonwealth. 

LV. The bank of the ftates is to remain hereafter as 
Defore, under their guarantee, and at their own difpo- 
fition, fo that it is to be adminiftered according to the 
rules and ftatutes already enafted, or fuch as the ftate$ 
will eftablifti for the future. 

LVI. The cafh of penfions belonging to the army 
fhall remain, according to the ordinances already con- 
firmed, or fuch as his majefty, with the faithful military 
commanders and deputies from the regiments, will agree 
to. 

LVII. If this Law in any point fliould be found 
obfcure, the literal contents muft be obferved, till the 
king and the ftates, in the manner exprellbd hereabove, 
articles XXXIX. and XLII. fhall agree upon the true 
fenfe. 

All this, Wc) now here aflembled States, have judged 
necefTary for the regular government of the realm, our 
liberty and fecurity, to ratify and ena6l for us, our abfent 
fellow-fubjc£ts, our pofterity bornMnd unborn. We 
declare and proteft hereby anew, that we bear the 
greateft abhorrence to a king's defpotic power, or the 
fo-called fovereignty; deeming that our higheft felicity, 
honour, and advantage, to be and dwell free and felf- 
independent, law-giving but law-obferving ftates, under 
the fway of a king in power, but bound to the law; both 
of us tied together and protected by the law, who 
preferves us and our dear country from the dangers 
which are the fad etfedls of disorder, licentioufnefs, def- 
potifm, and an Ariftocratic government of many, to the 
detriment of the whole fociety, and to the grievance and 

E e 2 diftr^fs 
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diftrefs of every fubje£l. We are fo much the more af^ 
fured to have an orderly, lawful, and happy government, 
as his majefty has declared, that he will regard it as his 
greateft honour to be the firft citizen amongft a free 
people; and we are hopeful that the like fentiments will 
be propagated in the Royal Family, from father to fon, 
till the lateft times of the world. Therefore we de- 
clare enemy to us and the country whoever fliall be fo 
imprudent and malignant a fellow-fubjeft, as to endea- 
vour to draw us off from this lanftion by cheat and 
ctaft, fecret plots or open violence, in order to intrude 
upon us royal defpotifm or fovereignty ; or, under the 
pretence and (how of liberty, overthrow thefe laws, 
which, when they corroborate a true and ufeful liberty, 
Ihut the doors to licentioufnefs and confufion. Whoever 
it may be, (hall be puniflied without mercy, according 
to the plain law of Sweden. We a/Ture alfo, in virtue 
of our fworn fealty and this form of government, that 
we fliall keep loyal obedience to his majefty, fulfil his 
orders in all that is due and warrantable before God and 
men, for him to command, and for us to do, all rights 
being fafe, that belong to him and ourfelves, as it be- 
comes faithful men and fubjedls. 

Signed and fealed in Stockholm the 2ift day of Au- 
guft, in the year after the birth of Our Saviour 1772. 



For the Nobility. 
A.G.LEIONHUFWUD. 
h. t Landtmarflial. 
(L. S.) 

For the Burghers. 
JOH.H.HOCHSCHILD. 
in the place of the Speaker. 
(L. S.) 



For the Clergy. 
AND.H.FORSSENIUS. 
Speaker. 
(L. S.) 

For the Peafantry. 
JOSEPH HANSSON. 
Speaker. 
(L. S.) 

All 
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All this here above written, We ourfelves not only 
receive as a firm fundamental law, but We ordain like- 
wife, and enjoin all who are bound to Us and our Suc- 
ceffors to the reign, with fidelity, allegiance, and loyalty, 
to acknowledge, keep, and obey this form of govern- 
ment. For the more certainty. We have figned this 
with our own hand, and caufed Our Royal Seal to 
be put hereunder, at Stockholm, the 21ft day of Auguft, 
in the year after the birth of Our Savioin: one thgufand 
feven hundred and the feventy-fecond, 

GUSTAVUS. 
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SWEDISH EXPORTS AND IMPORTS. 



N° III. 

SWEDISH COMMERCE. 



EXPORTS. 



V>»OPPER plates, ordinary 


- 22,308 II 


III 


Copper, refined 


- 26,579 2 


1\ 


T T t 1 . 

Hammered copper plates 


90 13 


oi 


J^arge copper plates 


- 1,979 3 


of 


Uld mmted copper plates 


- 42,798 I 


3 


Diiterent lorts or copper 


- i>S72 3 


o| 


Brafs 


2 I 


Hi 


Brafs wire 


- 39>079 5 


1\ 


Jjrais KciucS - - 


0 II 


8 


Different forts of brafs 


112 2 


2f 


Irpn anchors 


- 2,343 10 


10 


Iron plates, tinned 


1,079 


Hi 


Iron plates, not tinned 


23 6 


8 


Iron cannons 


- 9^799 0 


10 


Balls 


194 16 


8 


Iron pots 


104 3 


n 


Different forts of fmaller bar iron 


- 30^556 14 


7 


Ordinary bar iron 


- 524,104 II 


\\ 


Ifon plates 


- 15^329 0 


5 


Steel 


- 7'528 5 


10 


Steel wire 


54 0 


5 


Nails - - _ 


8,677 10 


7f 


Ditto, coarfer - 


- 9)049 » 




£ e 4 


Wrought 
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jr 

/. a. 


• 

Wrought iron of the finer fort 




3 H 


Ditto of the coarfer fort 


- H>954 


3 ir 


Different forts of iron and fteel 


✓ 

620 


17 I 


A 1 

Axle-trees 


307 


16 io{ 


iieams of hr 


1,496 


II 4{ 


C^rdinary deals 


- 53>029 


0 10 


1 nicker deals - ^ 


- I2,g02 


14 of 


Planks of the thickeft fort 


8,248 


9 2 


Lath - - - 


499 


I o{ 


Fir planks 


208 


8 9 


Mafts 


354 


0 10 


Rafters 


23 


I o| 


Thicker fpars 


79 


15 8 


Ditto, lefler fort 


- 1)279 


0 10 


Laths . . - 


303 


14 of 


Staves of beech wood 


227 




Wood . . - 


421 


0 2f 


Ditto, manufactured 


153 


0 3 


Lumber 


1,101 


3 "1 


Different ftones 


- 4»027 


4 of 


r urs 


297 


10 Il{ 


Corn 1- 




II 0^ 


V iCtuals 




w r 

3 


T T 

Hcrrjngs 


- 84)453 


0 

I 8 


rilh 


200 


9 


Cattle - - r 


335 


5 3i 


Sail cloth - ^ 


- 4)054 


10 ii| 


Linen - - 


124 


• 


Alum 


- 9)954 


6 of 


Common afhes 


229 


w A 0 

lO 0 


Pot afhes 


- 8,282 


I Hi 


fitch r - r 


- 32,354 


2 I 


pitch oi] T r 


129 


0 11} 

Chal^ 
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£. s. a. 




- 4476 IS 3l 


rrinted books 


479 0 10 


Cjuns and piftols 


19 19 9| 


Herbs for dying yellow 


12 6 8 


Different forts of cordage 


104 5 10 


Vjunpowder 


4 15 n| 


Uitterent kinds of furniture 


152 0 2l 


Beer 


298 0 10 


jLarthen ware 


- 1,099 14 Oi 


Collothar, or brown red 


407 I 3 


r iln Oil 


•» 47>546 I iiJ 


Tar 


- 96,546 18 2i 


oattron 


- 1)743 5 2i 


Watches 


304 5 7l 


V itriol 


5? 5 10 


New-built fliips ^ 


- 17,295 15 ll 


jDaulJcs - ^ 


745 15 0 


bilks - f 


1,570 6 iJi 


Different goods 


1,280 19 2 


bait ^ - - 


- 8,799 I 3 


UaK Itaves - 


- 1,495 15 iii 


Wines - 


- ZM5 8 4 


r rencn brandy - r 


335 0 10 


I obacco leaves t 


' 13,299 0 5 


Tea - - 


" 12,494 4 o| 


Kjii or lurpenune — 


99 


VV IllLC iCciU • — 


37 5 


(Qochineal - . 


- 1)995 H o| 


X^epper 




Sugar 




v^innauiou • r 


495 5 10 


Nutmegs 


154 16 III 


^ace 1. • 


^ 76 ID 5 




Hemp 



4 
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A 

Urn 


Hemp - . - 


174 12 


91 


Flax - - - 


394 14 


oi 


Different other merchandizes 


40,828 16 




Freights for exported goods upon 






Swedifh bottoms 


118,341 18 


i| 


Total of Exports - £. 1,368,830 13 


5 




c 








d. 


Silks 


15,528 9 




Cambrick - - 


1,598 12 




Muflin • - . - 


618 6 




Indian cottons - 


4)859 3 




Different forts of thread and linen - 


14,449 9 


it 


Printed cottons 


6 I 


4? 


Cloth 


23,952 0 


0 


Camphire • - - 


249 8 


y 


Galls 


383 " 




Amber - - . 


- 44 II 


s 


Liquorice - - 


587 6 


Q 


Oil (coarfe) - - 


9,658 i6 


rL 
H 


Qiiickfilver - - - 


248 14 


ml 

lOj 


Turpentine • - 


411 7 


1 1 


Wax . . - . 


501 I 


Q 

0 


Tobacco in leaves 


31,236 6 


II4. 


Tobacco - - - 


14,146 7 


41 


White lead - - - 


1,198 18 


lOl 


Brafil wood • - - 


744 II 




Cochineal " 


2,122 15 


5 




Fermmbuc 
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s. 


d. 


Fernambuc 


956 


6 




IndioTQ 


- 7>75i 


II 


I 


Madder 


- 2,436 


7 




Cream of tartar 


746 


17 


4l 


v^olours 


- i3>994 


II 


8 


Anchovies 


273 


II 


i| 


Coftee 


- 29,857 


16 


4i 


Rice 


2,184 


I 


Hi 


raper - - - 


- 6,858 


8 




Linfeed 


996 


16 


H 


Soap - ^ 


874 


2 


I 


JJivers drugs 


- 26,710 


13 


6| 


Annis 


437 


4 


Si 


Cinnamon 


224 


19 


2 


Currants 


282 


17 




Figs 


- 1,254 


I 


ol 


Ginger 


993 


12 


7l 


Almonds 


2,486 


18 


0? 


Nutmegs 


747 


8 


Si 


Mace 


961 


15 


1\ 


Cloves 


224 


I 


8 


repper 


2,196 


II 


Hi 


Kailms 


5,028 


14 


2 


SafFron 


396 


16 


3 


rlumbs - - - 


- 1,697 


16 


9J 


DifFerent grocery wares 


411 


6 




Sugar in powder 


- 52,807 


15 


III 


DifFerent forts of fugar 


- 54,569 


0 


6i 


Peafe 


- 7,365 


16 


51 


Wheat 


- 19,728 


15 


0 


Rye - - 


- 205,829 


4 




Corn 


- 34,028 


6 


Hi 


Malt 


- 44,775 


7 


I 






Oats 
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Oats . - • 


3>479 


6 


4i 


Wheat meal 


40 


6 


9l 


Gruaux 


579 


1 


"J 


DifFcrent forts of corn 


1,025 


17 


2i 


Live cattle 


8,105 


3 


7i 


Meat - - . 


- 2,198 


II 


3 


Chcefe 




I 


9i 


Hams 


120 


1 


II 


Salt meat 


781 




8 


Dry meat 


52 






Butter 


5)217 


16 


8 


Tallow - - ♦ 


- 14,207 


6 


4i 


Filh of different forts 


8,114 


16 


oj 


Salt and dried Hfh 


7>354 


8 


lOi 


Fruits - • . 


2,470 


15 




Lead 


5,004 


I 


3 


Printed books - ^ 


2^804 


0 




Calamine * 


Q7Q 


II 




Feathers 


217 


18 


X 


Hair 




0 


7f 


Potters earth 


- 1,808 


15 


5 


Tin - - ^ 


4,280 


6 




Wax candles 


819 


0 


10 


Pit coal 




0 


5 


Different goods 


- 14,981 


18 


Q 


French wine • » 


' 18,546 


II 


8 


Rhenifti wine 


i,6q6 




If 


Portuguefe and Spanifti wine 


i,qq8 


II 


3 


Cider and vinegar 




4 


9l 


Wines, liquors, &c. • 




8 




Silk 


- 24.779 


0 


10 


Cotton - w 


. 4,299 


13 




Cotton, thread - ^ 


- 3>244 


Q 


10 


Ditto, worfted 


- i)73» 


I 


8 
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s. 




Hides 




- 11,824 


0 


0 


Hemp 




- 57»926 


10 


5 


Flax - - - 




- 29,107 


17 


7f 


Polifli wool 




- i9>55+ 


0 


3i 


Spanift wool 




- 3>029 


4 




Sole leather 




- 12,327 


10 


10 


Pot afhes 




100 


5 




Linen thread 




- 2,818 


5 


Hi 


Different rude materials 




- 18,886 


17 


n 


Eaft India goods conlumed in 


Swe- 








den 




- 10,810 


2 


6 


Frfight paid to foreign fhips 




- 6,301 


0 




Total of Imports - 




1,008,392 


12 


4f 
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